Executive Summary

Framework Convention (FC) for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea

Introduction


The  FC  reflects the resolve of the caspian littoral state to cooperate to preserve and protect the living resources of the Caspian Sea for present and future generations noting the deterioration of the marine environment due to its pollution  and mindful of the danger to the marine environment of Sea and to its unique hydrographic and ecological characteristics related to the problem of sea-level fluctuation. The Objective of the FC is the protection of the Caspian environment from all sources of pollution including the protection, preservation, restoration and sustainable and rational use of the biological resources of the Caspian Sea. 
The Convention applies to the marine environment of the Caspian Sea, taking into account its water level fluctuations, and pollution from land based sources. The FC is based on a number of underlying principles including the precautionary principle, the polluter pays principle and the principle of accessibility of information on the pollution of the marine environment. The FC obligates the Contracting Parties to co-operate on a multilateral and bilateral basis in the development of protocols to this Convention prescribing additional measures, procedures and standards for the implementation of this Convention. 

Focus

The FC focuses on two major areas of environmental concern namely:
a) Prevention, reduction and control of the pollution  

b) Protection , preservation  and restoration of the marine environment. 

Under a) it obligates the parties to take all appropriate measures and to cooperate to develop protocols to prevent    and reduce pollution from land-based sources;  from seabed activities from vessels;   pollution caused by dumping and  pollution from other human activities. It also obligates the parties take all appropriate measures to prevent the introduction into the Caspian Sea and to control and combat invasive alien species, which threaten ecosystems, habitats or species. Furthermore it obligates the parties to  take all appropriate measures and cooperate to protect human beings and the marine environment against consequences of natural or man-made emergencies. To this end, preventive, preparedness and response measures, including restoration measures, shall be applied.

Under b)  it obligates the Contracting Parties to have particular regard to the protection, preservation, restoration and rational use of marine living resources and to take all appropriate measures and to co-operate in the development of protocols to develop and increase the potential of living resources for conservation, restoration and rational use of environmental equilibrium in the course of satisfying human needs in nutrition and meeting social and economic objectives;  to maintain or restore populations of marine species at sustainable levels ; to ensure that marine species are not endangered by over-exploitation; to promote the development and use of selective fishing gear and practices that minimise waste in the catch of target species and that minimise by-catch of non-target species; to protect, preserve and restore endemic, rare and endangered marine species; and to conserve biodiversity, habitats of rare and endangered species, as well as vulnerable ecosystems. It also obligates the Contracting Parties to endeavour to take necessary measures to develop and implement national strategies and plans for planning and management of the land affected by proximity to the sea. It further obligates th parties  to co-operate in the development of protocols to  undertake the necessary scientific research and, insofar as is practicable, the agreed measures and procedures to alleviate implications of the sea level fluctuations of the Caspian Sea.

Obligations  regarding  procedures, monitoring and R&D 


The FC obligates the parties to apply procedures of environmental impact assessment (EIA) to planned activities with likely significant adverse effect on the marine environment  and  to disseminate the results thereof. It also requires the parties to co-operate in the development of appropriate protocols to define procedures for EIA of the marine environment of the Sea in transboundary context.


The FC obligates parties to co-operate in formulating, elaborating and harmonising rules, standards, recommended practices and procedures consistent with the FC and with the account of requirements, commonly used in international practice.


In fulfilment of their obligations the FC obligates  the Parties to jointly or individually collect, compile and evaluate data in order to identify sources that cause or likely to cause pollution of the Caspian Sea and to exchange information among the Contracting Parties, as appropriate; to develop programmes for monitoring quality and quantity of water; to develop contingency plans for pollution emergency cases; to elaborate emission and discharge limits for waste and to evaluate the effectiveness of control programmes; to elaborate water quality objectives and criteria and to propose relevant measures for maintaining and, where necessary, improving existing water quality; and to develop harmonised action programmes for the reduction of pollution loads from municipal and industrial point and diffuse sources, including agriculture, urban and other runoff.


The FC obligates the Parties to endeavour to establish and implement individual and/or joint programmes for monitoring environmental conditions of the Caspian Sea, to agree upon a list and parameters of pollutants which discharge into and concentration in the Caspian Sea shall be regularly monitored; toregular intervals, carry out individual or joint assessments of the environmental conditions of the Caspian Sea and the effectiveness of measures taken for the prevention, control and reduction of pollution of the marine environment of the Caspian Sea. Towards these the Parties are required to harmonise rules for the setting up and operation of monitoring programmes, measurement systems, analytical techniques, data processing and evaluation procedures for data quality and further to develop a centralised database and information management system to function as a repository of all relevant data, serve as the basis for decision-making and as a general source of information and education for specialists, administrators and the general public.


The FC obligates the Parties to co-operate in the conduct of R&D into and development of effective techniques for the prevention, control and reduction of pollution of the Caspian; to exchange on a regular basis information, and to ensure public access to environmental conditions of the Caspian Sea, measures taken or planned to be taken to prevent, control and reduce pollution of the Caspian Sea .

INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS
The FC provides for a Conference of the Parties (COP)  that consists of one representative for each of the Contracting Parties, who shall have one vote. The first meeting of the COP shall be convened not later than twelve months after the date of the entry into force of the Convention. All decisions of the Conference of the Parties shall be made by unanimous vote of the Contracting Parties. 
The Conference of the Parties shall , at its first meeting, decide on establishing such other institutions of the Convention as may be deemed necessary; the arrangements for the permanent Secretariat of the Convention, including its location and staffing; and the rules of procedure and financial rules for itself and its subsidiary bodies.
The FC also provides for a Secretariat of the Convention (SOC) which will be comprised of the Executive Secretary of the Convention and other required personnel. The Executive Secretary shall be the chief administrative officer of the SOC, by the Conference of the Parties.

IMPLEMENTATION AND COMPLIANCE
Each Contracting Party is required to designate a National Authority to co-ordinate implementation of the provisions of this Convention in its territory and under its jurisdiction. The authority  is to submit to the Secretariat reports on measures adopted for the implementation of the provisions of this Convention and its protocols .The Contracting Parties area obligated  to co-operate in the development of procedures to ensure compliance with the provisions of this Convention or its protocols.

The Contracting Parties, taking into account relevant principles and norms of international law, are obligated to undertake to develop appropriate rules and procedures concerning liability and compensation for damage to the environment of the Caspian Sea resulting from violations of the provisions of this Convention and its protocols.

In case   of disputes between Contracting Parties concerning the application or interpretation of the provisions of the present Convention, the Contracting Parties will settle them by consultations, negotiations or by any other peaceful means of their own choice.


Signature, Ratification, Acceptance, Approval and Accession

The Convention shall be open for signature only by Caspian Littoral States at [       ] from [       ] to [       ]. The Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by the Caspian Littoral States. It shall be open for accession by any Caspian Littoral State in accordance with their national legislation from the date on which the Convention is closed for signature. 

No reservation may be made to this Convention.. The Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date of deposit of the instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession by all Caspian littoral states. 
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