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Suggested  Steering Committee Decisions and Recommendations

1. The SC considers it imperative that the efforts initiated in the present phase of the CEP to safeguard the environment of the Caspian Sea are continued in form of coordinated initiatives by the littoral countries and the International Partners. In this context the SC commends and strongly supports the ongoing efforts of the International Partners to mobilize resources for follow up phases. 

2. The SC calls on the littoral states to increase their political and financial commitments to the CEP in the follow up phases, including support to the CRTCs and/or other coordinating units that the littoral states choose for implementation mechanisms and cooperative management.

3. The SC calls on all the CEP partners to review and if needed restructure CRTCs' activities with a view to encourage the sustainable 'development of the Caspian Sea as a model for other global water initiatives. 

4. The SC notes the considerable progress made towards the development of the TDA. The SC requests all concerned to view the TDA as a technical document expressing the experts' views. TDA should be continuously upgraded as new information becomes available. The SC further requests all the concerned national governments to facilitate free access to environmental information.

5. The SC notes the start of the NCAP development process in all the littoral countries and calls upon all the concerned authorities to ensure full inter-sectoral, community and private sector   participation in the process. It further calls for the full national ownership of the process and the endorsement of the NCAP at the highest possible levels.

6. The SC calls for initiating the SAP development with full participation of national experts.

7. The SC commends the efforts of all CRTCs and the PCU in promoting regional environmental cooperation and dialogue towards the CEP objectives, including all studies, meetings and training events. The SC commends the All Caspian Marine Expedition including fish stock assessment and the Training At Sea Cruises. The SC notes the near full participation of all the littoral countries in most of the CEP, regretting the absence of participation by some littoral sates in certain meetings and events. 

8. The SC notes the progress in the PIPP component, in particular the full activation of the matched Small Grant Programme (MSGP). It calls upon the IPs and the national governments to enhance collaboration with regards to the identification of priority investment projects. It also calls to revisit the MSGP criteria.

9. In view of the report presented by UNEP, the SC recommends holding the Seventh Convention Meeting in Tehran. Financial assistance will be made available within the limit of UNEP budget.

10. The SC notes the littoral states' collaboration with the CITES towards improved fisheries management. It strongly requests all the littoral countries to abide by the CITES recommendations.

11. The SC supports the CEP initiatives with regards to the Mnemiopsis Leydei and calls upon all the concerned to extend full collaboration to deal with this major threat to the Caspian regardless of national boundaries. 

12. The SC notes the Public Participation activities. Considering the essential function of the Public Participation Advisors as being one of providing the TDA/NCAP/SAP process with information and views complementing official views the SC calls for support of the NFPs towards independent PPAs.

13. The SC calls for improved reporting on the Ecotoxological project.

14. The SC welcomes the proposal by the World Bank to seek grant from the Bank/UNDP Energy Sector Management Assistance Programme (ESMAP) to support a project for continued preparation of a regional mutual aid agreement that would provide for mutual assistance in the event of a major oil spill in the Caspian. The proposed project would also support development of arbitration procedures and develop guidelines on liability standards relevant to oil spills. The NFPs agreed to nominate an appropriate individual as the main point contact for this project, if it is approved.

15. The SC acknowledges with gratitude the technical and financial contribution of EU/Tacis to CEP regretting that EU/Tacis is not in position to continue its support at this timer and might resume support only in mid 2003.

16. The SC agrees that the suggested Memorandum of Understanding between CASPCOM and /CEP is shared with all SC members immediately after the SC Meeting for consideration within a ten days period upon expiry of which and in absence of comments the MOU will be provided to the SC Chairperson for signature. The SC also agrees that the draft HYCOS project developed by the Water Level Fluctuation CRTC will be shared by the CRTC with all the littoral countries and International Partners seeking views and comments.

17. The draft Global Environment Facility (GEF) Project Development Facility (PDF) Block A application, will be shared immediately after the SCM with all the littoral countries for review and endorsement by their relevant GEF Focal Points.

18. SC acknowledges the assistance of the oil industry towards the CEP.

19. The SC welcomed the commitment of the Islamic Republic of Iran to host the CEP PCU (or Secretariat) beginning late 2002 or early 2003.

20.  The SC extends gratitude to the Government of the Russian Federation for support to and chairing the  SC during October 2000- October 2001 period. The next SC meeting will be held in Ashghabat in September/October 2002. The NFP from Turkmenistan will chair the SC during the November 2001- October 2002 period.        

21. The PCU will prepare the SCM documents within 20 working days from the end date of the meeting.

