Report on

Biodiversity Training for Young Scientists

Phase 1

A training of young scientists on biodiversity was held in Atyrau on 21-25 January. Prof. Aladin N.V. (ZIN, St. Petersburg), Prof. Dgebuadze Y.Y. (Institute of zoology and evolution, Moscow) and Dr. Oghar N.P. (Institute of botany, Almaty) leaded the training. Seventeen experts from research institutes, universities and monitoring services of Atyrau participated in the training.   

The training consisted of lectures, discussions, consultations and answers to questions of participants. The classes were interesting and raised good feedback of participants. A broad material encompassing both theoretical bases of biodiversity and specific issues of the Caspian biodiversity was presented. The presentations contained many examples, tables and slides. All materials were copied on demand of participants. 

In the course of the training, participants pointed out the need of drafting and publishing a pocket description of species by groups of organisms. The suggestion was made to focus on taxonomic peculiarities of organisms during the third stage of the training.  

Three best trainees were selected (AMINOVA Irina; DEMESINOVA Gulmarjan and .BOOS Nadezhda); .they will participate in the next Phase of the training, which will take place in the Institute of Zoology, St. Petersburg, on February 4-8, 2001. 
As a whole, the training was well organized and conducted at a high scientific level with active participation of the audience.
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