REPORT

On the 2 stage of biodiversity training 

4-8 February 2002 

The second stage of the biodiversity training was held in the Institute of Zoology, RAS (St. Petersburg) from 4 to 8 February. Aminova I.M., Demisinova G., and Boos N.A. (Atyrau, Kazakhstan) participated at the training. A series of lectures on the themes corresponding to the training program was delivered. Some of the themes were further broadened and deepened. For the convenience of lecturers and participants, an initial order of lectures and visits was changed. The training was delivered by: Prof. Aladin N.V. (IZ RAS), Prof. Pugachev O.N. (IZ RAS), Prof. Golubkov S.M. (IZ RAS), Dr. Segers Kh. (Belgium), Prof. Perestenko L.P. (Institute of Botany, RAS).


4 February. Prof. Aladin showed the participants facilities of the Institute of Zoology, including its laboratory. The participants met the leading researchers of the Institute. The Director of the Institute, Academician Alimov A.F. related about the main activities of the institute, its existing facilities, and personnel. Prof. Aladin N.V. conducted a broad tour of the Zoological museum of the Institute, where the taxonomic collections of the IZ were viewed. Also, on that day, the participants saw the scientific library of the Institute and they were provided an opportunity to look at publications of interest. Prof. Aladin delivered a lecture on Khlebovich’s concept of critical salinity and its application for studies of the Caspian Sea. 


5 February. Prof. Pugachev O.V. delivered a lecture on existing and in-the-pipeline software, zoological databases and their availability in Internet. He also in depth related about the software used for zoological researches, DBS (system of database and data bank management), and about the principle of mnemonic codes developed by Lobanov A.L. for improvement of the DBS. After lunch, Prof. Pugachev made a presentation on the diversity and structure of parasitic communities, including fish parasites as an example. 

In the course of discussions, questions were raised about programs implemented in the Institute, obtained grants, public and contractual researches, and sources of funding of the Institute, which all received irrefragable answers. 


6 February. Prof. Golubkov S.M. made further presentations on the concept of critical salinity. He also delivered the following lectures: “Elements of the theory of functioning of ecological system of water bodies” and “Spatial zoning and functioning of ecosystems of river estuaries” (on the example of analyses of characteristics of hydrobiont communities in the deltas of Volga and Neva). During discussions, the information was provided on the man-made stress and “health” of the ecological system of the Neva bay.  


7 February. Dr. Segers Kh. (Belgium) made presentations on aspects of biodiversity, determination of BD, methods of BD assessment, evolutional aspects of BD changes, and modern technique of BD analyses. Researchers from the IZ also participated at the session.


8 February. The whole day was spent in the Institute of Botany, RAS, where Prof. Perestenko L.P. (algologist) delivered a lecture on studies of BD of marine plants, their problems and conservation, and studies of freshwater and estuarine plants. A botanic taxonomic collection was viewed. A botanical garden and a green house were visited. 

The participants received electronic and hard copies of the presentations. Consultation with experts was held in the process of the training, including Dr. Markaseev and Dr. Telesh (zooplankton), and Dr. Finogenova N.P. and Dr Balushkina Y.V. (zoobenthos).

The training program was completely fulfilled. High efficiency of the second phase of the training should be noted. Participants also marked invaluable input of Prof. Aladin N.V. into organization and successful conduct of the training. 
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