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	[image: image2.jpg]The Caspian Environment Programme (CEP) is a regional
programme developed for and by the five Caspian Littoral
States, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia and
Turkmenistan, aiming to halt the deterioration of
environmental conditions of the Caspian Sea and to promote
sustainable development in the area.

The CEP is funded by the International community through
the Global Environmental Facility (GEF) (of which United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Bank are
the implementing agencies), the European Union / TACIS
and the growing participation of the private sector.
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“Develop aregional mechanism for data and information sharing.

“Develop a comprehensive Information System on institutional capacities and
human resources in the Caspian region

‘Develop the Caspian Data Base Management System based on data and
information provided by the Caspian Regional Thematic Centers (CRTCs)

“Develop the Caspian GIS using historical and current data and information
gathered by the CRTCs during the implementation of CEP

| “Develop and maintain the CEP Home Page on the WWW
*Develop relevant regional recommendations, guidance, and strategy within area
of competency
~Contribute to the development of the Transhoundary Diagnostic Analysis

“Assist in development and implementation of the National Caspian Action Plans
and a regional Strategic Action Program

“Network with national and international institutions and specialists in respective
focal area
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In general, the CEP Data and Information Management System includes:

* Caspian Sea Information System (meta databases), listing
scientists/experts, institutes, programs/projects, information on the
existing data sets, and Caspian Sea Bibliography

* Data base of secondary information, including data summaries, maps,
and graphics

* Database of selected raw data

* Geographic Information System
* CEP Web site

The Data and Information Management System is currently located
within the CEP Programme Coordination Unit (PCU) in Baku.
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Bibliography module contains about 10,000 references both
in Russian and English, from the year 1763 up to 2001.
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CEP Caspian Sea GIS layers were
produced by the DIM team and
obtained from the CRTCs, Moscow
State University, All-Russian Institute
for Fisheries and Oceanography, and
GRID/Geneva.

GIS contains now 272 layers
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The main problem of the CEP DIM activity is the data
exchange. Unfortunately, the data and information exchange
among the regional countries and institutions participating in

CEP is still an unresolved issue and remains one of the most
important topics impacting the Programme.
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