Caspian Environment Programme

Progress Report

of the International consultant for

national legal assessments in

5 riparian states of the Caspian region

for the period of February 1, 2001 to March 16, 2001

The International consultant for legal and institutional instruments – Irina Krasnova, prepared the present report.

Within the period mentioned above the following activities have been undertaken:

· On 21 February a meeting with the Russian experts from the Ministry of Natural Resources and CRTC/LREI was held. At the meeting the following issues were discussed: structure of the Russian national report, criteria for the assessment of the adequacy and sufficiency of the legislation of the Riparian States, EIA, standard-setting and others.

· In accordance with the recommendations of the Russian experts expressed at the meeting, the international report was amended with a paragraph on assessment criteria.

· The Kazakhstan report was received from the national consultant.

· A working visit to Kazakhstan was undertaken within 26 February-3 March. During the visit, meetings with representatives of the ministries and agencies in Astana and Kokshetau, and also with the representatives of NGOs in Almata were held. In particular:

· On 27 February in Astana the negotiations with the representatives organizations were held:

· the oil company OKIOC

· Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs

· National oil and Gas Company “Kazakhoil”

· On 28 February in Kokshetau the negotiations were held with officers of various departments of the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources, including

· Committee on Water Resources

· Ecological Inspectorate

· Committee on State Control of Biodiversity and Protected Areas

· Committee on Geology

· Committee of State Expertise

· Department of Standard-Setting

· Department of Monitoring

· On 2 March in Almata a meeting with representatives of the National Ecological Society of Kazakhstan was held.

· Some issues relating to the legislation of Kazakhstan were discussed during the whole visit. The national consultant accompanied me during the whole trip and facilitated my meetings.

· On 6 March there was held a meeting with Russian experts of a wider representation. Representatives of the Ministry of Natural Resources, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Arkadiush Labon – the leader of the CRTC in Astrakhan, representatives of scientific institutions attended. Various issues were discussed, including those concerning preparation of the Russian report. An agreement was reached that the Russian report be submitted by the end of March.

· The international report now is being prepared very intensively.

· A contact with the Turkmenistan consultant was established. He promised to submit the report soon.

· Indirect contact (through Mr. Hamid Ghaffarzadeh – PCU in Baku) has been established. The Iranian report shall be submitted by the end of March.

Planned activities for the following month

· To continue work over the text of the legal assessment report of the 5 riparian states
· To do analytical work over the available and submitted materials
· When possible and needed, to meet with individual Russian experts from ministries and agencies
Progress measured against programme

The activities have been accomplished without much delay, although there is now very little flexibility as to time. Because of delays with the visits to Turkmenistan and Iran, the working schedule looks very tough.

The introduction and seven chapters of the international report in Russian has been done in a more or less complete form. In total it makes about half of the whole text.

Problems encountered

Visa problems to Turkmenistan – yet no invitation received. According to the information of the national consultant from Turkmenistan, the trip shall not be possible until the summit meeting of the Heads of the Riparian States to be held in Turkmenbashi (Turkmenistan) in mid April. 
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