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MISSION REPORT IN RUSSIA

Moscow Monday 11/10/1999

Caspian Legal Centre (Director Mr. Tikhonov)

Team Leader (Mr Terentiev)

Co-ordinator (Mr. Yuri Salusov) He deals with Environmental Impact. Assessment.

Project Co-ordinator (Mr. Boris Morosov)

In the 7th of January the Phase I ends and there is a brake between January and April (Is the extension period).

What we have to submit (CPC)?

1. Overall report on what CPC had done.

2. Report on oil pollution.

3. Pollution Control Strategies in Regional Level.

4. Report of each participated country.

· They suggested that a Technical Workgroup should be done on EIA. None of the Caspian Sea Countries has adopted this Convention in Trasboundary ESPOO-Convention.

· They have used Experts from Moscow University.

· No data from Kalmykia. No Experts.

· In Dagestan Mr Ahmet Mungiev (tel. 8722646400, Fax 8722 680488). He helped them a lot for the map preparation.

· They work on adopting ISO 14000.

· They gave us the work and the UNIDO is a diskette.

ASTRAHAN Tuesday 12/10/1999

Meeting with Mr Chouikov at the Environmental Department

Mr Chouikov is leaving so his representative should be Mr. Andreev (tel. 39 19 58).

Mr. Marozov is the person who deals with rivers, and Mr. Katunin can tell us the flow of the river.

Mr Chouikov insisted that in Astrahan Oblast are only 11 Industries discharge direct into the Volga River and the information for those industries he had already given to us. The rest discharge to channels that are connected with the 3 Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plants.

There is only one Refinery in Astrahan Oblast the “Astrahan Gasprom” Gas Refinery. They operate their own WWTP so they do not discharge any WW into River. They use the water for irrigation.

ASTRAHAN Wednesday 13/10/1999

Meeting with Mr Byktor Andreev at the State Committee of Ecology

In Astrahan Oblast there are 664 Industries. Each Industry plans the water consumption and the discharges. Every industry prepares an annual report that is submitted in the State Committee of Ecology (SCE). In this report are written the wastewater characteristics.

The SCE gives to each and every industry a specific form that they have to fill in. This form is a standard statistical report form. By the time that is presented no changes are allowed. The SCE gives license or permission to the industries that are not connected to the sewage network for discharging in to the surface water (river water). In this license is not only written the water consumption but the WW characteristics, concentration of pollutants as well. When the SCE receives the filled in form they are in the position to give the license. In this license are mentioned the maximum allowed concentration of pollutants that the industries are allowed to discharge. They have the “polluter pays” principle. They calculate the payment and take into consideration the WW characteristics. If the WW characteristics of one industry are outside the set limits the industry has to pay. 

The “VODOCANAL” is one of the three water companies there are in Astrahan. The “VODOCANAL” makes contracts with Industries discharge into the sewage and then allow them to discharge the WW. The SCE is responsible to check the effluent of VODOCANAL, and can charge, if the effluent characteristics are above the set limits. VODOCANAL controls the discharges into the wastewater treatment plant but the Inspection department controls VODOCANAL and its discharges into the river water. VODOCANAL belongs to the municipality.

The MWWTP were established 30 years ago. In the city of Astrahan there are 3 MWWTP. In the Astrahan Oblast there are 26 WWTP that the most of them include biological treatment. And that because some industries operate their own WWTP, like shipyards, Touriskovo factory, Stalin factory.

The SCE has the full list with all the Industries in Astrahan Oblast and they update it every year. (They didn’t give that to us because is very big!).

The Laboratories that exist in Astrahan Oblast are the following:

1. The Lab of the Inspection Department (some industries have their own).

2. Some labs are specified by the SCE and provide the data.

3. They control by the people work for the Inspection Department.

Approximately 20 industries discharge directly into the river water. Some of them he believes that contaminate the underground water.

ASTRAHAN Thursday 14/10/1999

Meeting with Mr Ahmet Mungiev from Dagestan

For the republic of Dagestan should be considered the following:

· There is State Committee of Ecology that refers to Moscow.

· The structure of Economy has changed the last few years.

· The system of monitoring and control doesn’t correspond to the needs.

· In the past some of the industries were controlled but nowadays most of them.

· The large-scale industries do not work today.

· They control the WWTP but is not sufficient control.

· Problems with information collection.

· Consider different approaches for information collection. For example the 80%-90% of oil and gasoline is self-made. The gasoline has low octanes value. The tetra-ethyl-lead exceeds the limits 200 times. They check it but no control of lead any more.

· The 80% of air emissions come from transportation. They do not monitor the heavy metals in air emissions.

Laboratories in Dagestan:

· Laboratory of the Administrative of Dagestan.

· State control of monitoring.

· Do not state that there is pollution but estimate the pollution.

· The data they have got are for 1992. Particularly they measured Hydrocarbons and forms of Cu (Heavy metals only Cu). They couldn’t do analysis for the rest. They took some data from literature because of the absence of monitoring. 

· No data for River Tereck.

· The equipment was established in 1970.

· There are 20 Committees in the Republic of Dagestan. 2-3 in each Dagestan Region. Every Committee refers to Moscow.

They determine the maximum allowable concentration for Industries. Some industries pay money to the Analytical Laboratory to do their wastewater analysis. One major problem is that no budgets from regional authorities are approved to improve the equipment etc.

The analytical laboratory belongs to the states so they cannot make any profits.

Industries:

The “Polluter pays” principle is applied in Dagestan Republic but the amount of money that each Industry must pay according to the pollution causes is low in comparison with the each industry’s turnover.

The above mentioned is the most important problem because the low fees that each industry should pay is nothing therefore the Industries do not take into consideration the pollution they cause.

The main laboratory is located in the Ministry of Environment.

The Industries do analysis but are controlled by the above-mentioned lab.

Depends on the Industry how often analyse the wastewater and air emissions.

The main laboratory receives the analysis once per year reported in the annual report of each Industry.

We got a list of the largest Industries in Dagestan. We agreed to use the list for 1998. In the Republic of Dagestan are located approximately 700 Industries. Most of them are located along the seacoast. The State Committee of Ecology of Dagestan Republic controls all the Industries and they have the permit to discharge the wastewater in the Caspian Sea. As mentioned above the SCE gives the permission and charges Industries according the wastewater characteristics. Therefore the Industries pay fees for the pollution and discharge direct to the sea or river water. They are charged according to the main pollutants (what are they?). The State Committee of Ecology determines the maximum allowable concentration for Industries.

He agreed to distribute the detailed questionnaire to the 9 Industries that he prepared the preliminary questionnaire and additional for 3 more the Phosphorus, Poultry and wine Industries.

ASTRAHAN Friday 15/10/1999 

Meeting with Mrs Balentina Sergeyevna at the State Committee of Ecology (Head of the Department)

She gave me all the licenses for the industries that discharge directly into the river water. She didn’t give me the list of Industries because Mr. Andreev told her that is too big!

ASTRAHAN Saturday 16/10/1999 

GPS

ASTRAHAN Sunday 17/10/1999 

GPS

ASTRAHAN Monday 18/10/1999

GPS

Keran gave me a table with the main river flow into the Caspian Sea.

Rivers
Years of survey
Range of Survey
Average annual flow, km3
% of total flow

Volga
1881-1997
Volgograd
253.1
82.4

Ural
1890-1997
Topoli, Makhombet
9.2
3.0

Terek
1912-1913

1925-1995
Karagalinskaya
8.3
2.7

Kura
1950-1988
Salyani
15.3
5.0

Sulak
1936-1965

1985-1995
Glavnyi Sulak
5.3
1.7

Samur
1936-1965

1985-1995
Miatly, tail-water of the hydroelectric scheme
2.2
0.7

Rivers of I.R. Iran*
1966-1981
--
13.3
4.3

Small Rivers
1966-1981
--
0.5
0.2

TOTAL FLOW


307.2
100.0

*According to Baidin S.S. (1986)

Meeting with Mr Chouykov at the State Committee of Ecology

Mr. Chuykov promised that he would send us the data on laboratories & fill in the rest data on cities.

He agreed to distribute the MWWTP questionnaires and the Industrial questionnaires (to the Industries that discharge directly to the river water).

Lack of data for sediments. 

The small wastewater discharge figures is because many inhabitants are not connected to the sewage network. Particularly in small cities or villages there are pits in most of the houses.

ASTRAHAN Tuesday 19/10/1999

Meeting with Mr Katunin

The data they have got for rivers’ flow are since 1940 and in some other cases since 1926. They have data for all the rivers discharge into the Caspian Sea. We made copies and will be sent by courier to Baku.

The only data they have got for sediments are for the 80s. Not available data for sediments since then. 

Radioactivity:

These data in the past were confidential or secret. After the Chernobyl accident the Leningrad Institute made investigations about radioactivity. According to these data the radioactive materials in the Volga River are low because that period the winds transferred the pollution to Europe and particularly the northern Europe.

E-coli:

There are available two books:

1. Caspian Sea

2. Monography of Caspian Sea (Mr. Baktiar Muratov has this book)

Is better if we ask Mr Sulmanov in Azerbaijan.

AC 23/10/1999
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