Attachment 4

Details on the Types of environmental Sensitivity of Coastal Areas, Including ones for Fisheries, Marine Mammals, and other Species

It is very important to note that, 960 kilometer of Iranian coastal area in Caspian Sea is of vital value for fish industry and therefore, Iranian fishing authorities  Consider the whole coastal area as RED AREA .  

Region

Name and location of environmentally Sensitive Area

Priority for protection

Effects  of Spills on Fisheries

Effects on Marine Mammals 

Effects on Birds 

Effects on other species 
South Caspian

Anzali Lagoon

Red Area (Vital)

Negative impact on 13 families, 33 genera and 41 species of fish

Negative impact on birds

Negative impact on flora and fauna species

Siahkesheem

Marshland / protected area

Grey Area

Negative impact on most species of migrating birds including great crested grebe black-necked grebe, purple gallinule, herons, rail, pygmy cormorant, large colony of wiskered tern, duks,swans and coot. 

Selkeh Abdanan

Marshland / protected area

Grey Area

Selkeh reservoirs are particularly important as feeding and resting area for birds becoming more disturbed of Anzal Lagoon.Negative impact on most species of birds.

Kiashahr Lagoon / mouth of sefidrud river

Red Area

Wetland /waterfowl

Negative impact fish and birds of different species 

Negative impact on economy and human health 
Miankaleh Peninsula, Goganbay  Lapoo-Zagmarz Reservoirs

Grey Area

Wetland / wildlife refuge 

Negative impact on Witering ground for over a quarter of million birds

Negative impact on economy.

Gomishan Lagoon

Grey Area

Negative impact on Fishing  and economy

Negative impact on birds

Following ports are important fishing ports and are considered red area 

By Fishinery authorities. 

Astara port, Sefidrud river,  Chamkhaleh port , Fridonkenar port,

Babolsar port, Ashor island.    

Attachments 5 and  6

      At present it is very difficult to know the details of perceived effects on economic installations due to major oil and gas activities in the Iranian coastal zone but it is obvious that Caspian Sea is under continuous ecological pressure due to the diverse sources of pollution (land - based and marine). Agricultural, urban run-off as well as industrial discharge are regarded as the main detrimental  factors deteriorating the Caspian Sea ecosystem, and damaging its biological resources. 

    Water movement and also prevailing  currents are in such a manner that most of the pollutants are transferred from northern part toward, the southern part of the Caspian Sea.
       The oil pollution contents in the water as well as the sediments in the south west and southern part of the Caspian Sea  proves, this statement. 

      Studies carried out in the past have shown that the pollutant discharged into the sea through Volga River, reaches the southern parts of the region (by anti-clockwise currents) after a duration of three or four months, most of these pollutants are long-lasting in the marine environment and can also accumulate in the biological resources of the region.

      There is no doubt that the pollution sources in the coastal zone and watershed region of the Southern Caspian Sea have contributed to pollution of the southern region, but in comparison with the pollution sources of the littoral states of the Caspian Sea, it appears to be negligible.

      At present, the seismic and exploration activities have not yet resulted to any exploitation of oil in the southern parts of the Caspian Sea, while the oil pollution generated by implementation of different oil projects mainly by the northern Caspian states, are causing heavy damages to the bioresources of the region.

       In another word, southern parts of the Caspian Sea  receive so much pollution and sustain noticeable damages carried out  from activities by other littoral states in the region while it has the least contribution in this context.

