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Chapter 1. Project Synopsis
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1.1. Overall Objective

Promotion of the sustainable development and management of the environment in desertified areas of the Caspian coastal zone.

1.2. Specific Objectives

· Continuing the analyses of desertification phenomena undertaken in Phase 1, especially in Hot Spots;

· Enabling local experts to manage integrated desertification issues, especially institutional issues, and improving the socio-economic situation of rural populations suffering from the effects of desertification; 

· Improving the capacity building process, particularly in the socio-economic assessment of desertification issues and in GIS technologies;

· Developing recommendations for a Strategic Action Plan in order to reduce the degradation of land in the Caspian region.

1.3. Planned Outputs

· Undertaking detailed investigations of the desertification processes in Hot Spots through analysis using remote sensing and field work;

· Analysing the relevant water resource situation, including ground water, especially in desertification Hot Spots; 

· Improvement of PC equipment in the CRTC Combating Desertification and in desertification working groups around the Caspian Sea, and training in advanced GIS technology tools;

· Analysis and assessment of institutional issues concerning the management of desertification, including the legislation and dissemination of guidelines for desertification management and recommendations for the development of regional planning practices;

· Training in socio-economic investigation and assessment methods for combating desertification, such as Participatory Rural Appraisal;

· Undertaking socio-economic investigations of the economic impacts of desertification on the socio-economic state of rural populations, and developing recommendations for improvements including the establishment of a socio-economic database of the Caspian Sea region;

· Developing recommendations for a Strategic Action Plan in order to reduce the degradation of land in the Caspian region;

· Carrying out two workshops;

· Supporting the PIP process, and

· Drafting TDA inputs. 

Chapter 2. Summary of Project Progress Since the Start

2.1. Desertification Investigations 

During the Second Phase of the project, detailed desertification investigations have been focused on desertification Hot Spots mapped on a scale of 1:200.000. These hot spots are the areas with the highest degree of desertification, and with the highest risk of further desertifying. During the Phase 2 contract the following steps for desertification investigations had to be undertaken in all five countries: 

Step 1  Training 

Training was conducted in February-March 2001 in Ashgabad to educate one GIS specialist in each desertification group to work there independently for the advanced use of GIS in ArcView 3.2 and remote sensing technology using WinChips. The EU Expert, assisted by experienced local experts prepared and provided the training. 

Step 2  Purchasing Images 

Landsat ETM images for 2001, with ground resolution of 30 m, were purchased in order to detect desertification phenomena from satellite images. All desertification groups in Ashgabad, Almaty, Baku, Elista and Tehran were supplied with relevant scenes for their areas. 

Step 3  PC Based Classification and Mapping

The image analysis programme WinChips was used to classify desertification phenomena firstly unsupervised, then supervised. The analyses were processed, laid out and printed Desertification maps for the Hot Spots (Azerbaijan: Absheron Peninsula; Kazakhstan: Atyrau and Aktau-Ozen; Russian Federation: Czernije Semli) were prepared at 1:200.000 scale through automatic interpretations of space imagery. 

Step 4  Field Trips for Verification and Final Mapping

From February to June 2001, field trips (from between one and three weeks) were undertaken in all Caspian countries to verify the results of the computer analyses. Changes in classification were made and desertification phenomena maps of the Hot Spots were printed.

2.2. Water Resources in Hot Spots

The desertification Hot Spot areas are mostly suffering from extreme water resource problems. The main objective for this task was to enable experts to integrate water supply and wastewater discharge data into the Hot Spots desertification assessment and planning process. The results will be included in the planning outcomes of the Hot Spot assessments. However, this planning approach was not fully applied by the experts, and the results have not yet been linked with the desertification assessment. 

2.3. Training in the Socio-Economic Assessment of Desertification

2.3.1. Training in Socio-Economic Regional Analysis

Since the start of Phase 2 in July 2000, the centre has developed special support in socio-economic issues for all CEP desertification experts. The first step was to train experts from all five littoral countries in how to investigate socio-economic issues concerning desertification. The training course was conducted in October 2000 in Ashgabad. 

2.3.2. Training in Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA)

The second important issue was to train the national experts to follow the Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) method. This was also done during the October 2000 training course. A second short-term EU Expert, provided the training and completed the final report in Ashgabad in September/October and November 2001.

2.4. Socio-Economic Regional Analysis

In the end, the data gathering was not very adequate, mostly due to the undeveloped statistical information base rather than the inability of the experts to work with this new approach. The continuation of the CEP Tacis project should strengthen the statistical data assessment skills of experts in each country.

The CRTC Combating Desertification developed a database in MS Access for Socio-Economic Issues. This tool is now ready to be improved in all Caspian countries.

2.5. Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) Field Work 

The verification of the training method was done through PRA fieldwork in spring of 2001, in Hot Spots of all five countries. The fieldwork in Azerbaijan (January/February 2001), Turkmenistan (February 2001), and in the Islamic Republic of Iran (April 2001) was supervised by the CRTC Combating Desertification. 

2.6. Improvement of GIS and Database Capability 

GIS and database capability was improved in the Centre itself and in the associated organisations in the other 5 countries, through provision of equipment in the CIS countries and training of all related specialists in the use of software packages. 

Chapter 3. Project Progress During the Final Project Period

The final period since the previous progress report is July to 06 December 2001. 

3.1. Desertification and Institutional Measures to Combat it in Hot Spots

3.1.1. Institutional Analysis and Guidance 

Desertification assessment requires a complex of techniques, including institutional strengthening. For this purpose, the experts were required to analyse the institutional situation in their countries concerning desertification issues. A manual for such investigations was elaborated by the CRTC Combating Desertification and distributed to the national experts. 

Another source for institutional knowledge is the desertification maps, which were produced of the Hot Spots. The results of the desertification assessment in the Hot Spots concerning conflicts and measures on combating desertification were discussed with the relevant local authorities. For the most part, the local experts are not experienced in analysing and assessing institutional issues, probably due to the fact that such political questions have not previously been raised. 

Another task for increasing institutional knowledge should have been the training in planning foreseen during the October 2001 study tour to Split. Due to visa problems in Turkmenistan, this event could not be conducted. 

3.1.2. Desertification and Regional Planning in Hot Spots

One important consequence of the work of the centre was the finding that desertification and degradation of the Caspian coast demand strong regional planning rules and procedures. It was planned that this would be discussed and that training would occur during the Final Working Meeting in October 2001. Unfortunately, due to the cancellation of the study tour it was not possible to improve the capacity building, especially in this area. 

The existing institutional analysis made by all country groups was assessed and will be part of the technical report “Extent and Causes of Desertification in the Caspian Sea Region”.

3.2. Legislation to Combat Desertification

3.2.1. General Approach

Generally, in comparison to European countries, use of environmental legislation is poorly developed in the Caspian region. Responsible people in local government and positions of science not only have gaps in their knowledge of legislation, but still more, contempt for all legal issues. From our standpoint, this situation has at least two major consequences for daily work: Existing legal documents are not consulted at all, and recommendations are not made in relation to legislation. The situation concerning the specific topic of desertification is even worse. The CCCD thus included analysis of legislation relating to desertification in the work programme. The work during Phase 2 of the project was directed toward the investigation of legislation issues concerning desertification. The approach was to:  

· Prepare a questionnaire for legal and institutional analysis and assessment in the Caspian states to investigate and assess the most relevant issues;

· Analyse legislation and institutional aspects of international conventions (e.g. United Nations Convention on Combating Desertification) and national laws and other regulatory works to identify gaps, develop recommendations, and discuss relevant issues with national institutions; and

· Analyse the current legal situation and recommendations made by the legal expert.

Due to the cancellation of the Final Working Meeting in October 2001 in Ashgabad, the final discussion and agreement of legal outcomes for further legal work could not be made. The October Study Tour to the Mediterranean Plan Centre in Split (Croatia) was also intended to improve skills in legal issues, especially in regional planning issues. 

3.2.2. Desertification Legislation Analysis and Assessment

The legislation expert analysed and compared existing environmental laws and international conventions such as the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, to recommend legislation requirements for combating desertification. The main topics of her analysis were:

· Improvement of Preventive Legislation 

· Protection of High Valued Deserts
 and Other Ecosystems 

· Protection of People Against Desertification 

· Regional Planning Rules

· Institutional Aspects of Desertification.

The technical report was prepared in October 2001 and should have been discussed during the October 2001 meeting. Due to the cancellation of this event, the discussion could not take place and representatives from the region could not agree recommendations.

3.3. CEP Desertification Web Page

A web page for combating desertification in the frame of the Caspian Environment Programme has been elaborated. It describes the most important tasks of the CCCD and the current state of investigations and assessment of desertification and social structure in the Caspian coastal zone.

3.4. Contributions to the TDA

CCCD staff participated actively in the third TDA meeting in July in Baku. The CCCD input to the TDA are being prepared.

3.5. Planned Meeting/Training

A final meeting and training event was planned to be held on 1-5 October in Ashgabad. Organisation of such events and the obtaining of visas in Turkmenistan requires high-level approval and considerable time.

As usual, all invitation letters were prepared at an early date (beginning September), and given to the Tacis Coordinating Units (the CU approves applications and passes them to  the Cabinet of Minsters). Regular enquiries as to the status of the application received negative responses. It is well appreciated that the CU regularly follows up such requests, but in this case it is believed that the failure to receive approval was connected to the  celebrations in Turkmenistan for 10 Years Independence. The Cabinet of Ministers did not gave any permission also for other visits and events with foreigners, nor was any formal explanation received.

In view of the  forthcoming Study Tour, where the main experts would meet again, it was decided not to try to re-apply for permission to hold the meetings. Unfortunately, the Study Tour also subsequently had to be cancelled, and there has been no final meeting of the experts from the different countries.

3.6. Study Tour to the Mediterranean Plan Centre in Split (Croatia)

A study tour to the Mediterranean Plan Centre in Split, including participation of one local expert from each country, was planned for October 14-21, 2001. The aim of this trip was for participants to learn general regional planning rules and, especially, advanced cross-border planning in the large sea region between Europe, African and Asia such as:

· General aspects of the Mediterranean Plan;

· Management structure of the programme’s institutions, their management and communication lines, decision making and enforcement procedures, and, especially, data and information management;

· Methodologies, approaches, results and obstacles for an integrated assessment of coastal areas with strong environmental stresses (such as from pollution, desertification, population development, coastal degradation, or tourism);

· Information on design and implementation of marine monitoring programmes, collaboration with national laboratories, analytical techniques and quality assurance programmes;

· Regional development approaches in different coastal areas of the Mediterranean Sea (and other seas) that do not result in environmental degradation;

· Relations and interactions with national policy and planning;

· Legal and institutional requirements in coastal planning procedures for different countries;

· Integrated Coastal Zone Management, and local planning issues; and

· Water resources in the coastal areas, especially in arid and semi-arid climates.

Due to the inability of three Central-Asian participants from Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan to obtain visas, the trip had to be cancelled one day before travel to Croatia. The closeness to the end of the project has made it impossible to re-organise the tour. However, it is considered that such a tour would be a good initiation of experts from the region into the role that can be played by a regional organisation in improving coastal planning.

3.7. Recommended Actions to Increase Financial Autonomy

Attempts to become financially autonomous have not been successful. In September 2001, the CRTC Combating Desertification provided support for the visit of Prof. Dr. Opp from Marburg University (Germany) in order to discuss joint scientific and planning work in Turkmenistan with the National Institute for Desert, Flora and Fauna and the CRTC. The proposals for two projects at INTAS and the German DFG Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft are under preparation. 

3.8. Identifying a Project Pipeline

The CRTC Combating Desertification supported the identification of a project pipeline for investment proposals in Turkmenistan. 

Chapter 4. Overall Report on the Total Project 

4.1. Desertification Investigations Around the Caspian Sea

Desertification as an environmental process in arid, semi-arid, and dry sub-humid climates around the Caspian Sea results from:

· Salinisation caused by high groundwater levels and high rates of evaporation;

· Salinisation caused by transient flooding by seawater, resulting from storm surges;

· In some places, salinisation resulting from poor irrigation practices;

· Direct land degradation caused by oil production installations and oil spills and waste tips associated with industrial enterprises (termed Technical Desertification); 

· Direct damage to vegetation caused by fuel-wood cutting due to a lack of adequate access to gas, oil, coal and/or electricity;

· Direct damage to vegetation caused by over-grazing and further extended by water erosion;

· Damage to soil by deforestation and water erosion;

· Damage to vegetation caused by poorly designed transport corridors, which initiate progressive erosion;

· Damage to vegetation caused by informal traffic associated with minor habitation sites, mineral and oil exploration, and industrial installations.

In the past, no institution or agency in the five littoral countries has maintained an overview of the desertification status in the whole Caspian Sea region. Furthermore, Azerbaijan, Russia and Kazakhstan have had no scientific-technical institutes specialised in desertification issues. Thus, the current status of desertification has been investigated by the CCCD, including:

· Investigation and assessment of the desertification status in the Caspian region (up to about 100 km from the coast) using remote sensing images and field trips; 

· Summarising and comparing the desertification conditions and phenomena (causes, types and degrees) in the region; 

· Identification and assessment of inter-relationships with other environmental or economic factors and conditions (such as rising water level, technical pressure, climate change); and

· Addressing social or economical impacts on the population (such as public health, water supply needs, migration and living conditions).

The main result of the Phase 1 project was the identification of the desertification phenomena and their processes in the region. The aim was to elaborate maps for the situation in the entire Caspian region for the past (1982-1984), present (1998) and future (2010) on a 1:1.000.000 scale. 

During the Second Phase, detailed desertification investigations were focused on desertified Hot Spots mapped on a 1:200.000 scale. These are the areas with currently the highest degree of desertification, and with the highest risk of further desertification. During Phase 2 of the project, the following investigations were undertaken in all five countries: 

· Training in desertification investigations

· Purchasing images 

· PC based classification and mapping

· Field trips for verification and final mapping

From February to June 2001, field trips (from between one and three weeks) were undertaken in all Caspian countries to verify the results of the computer analysis. Changes in classification were made and desertification maps of the Hot Spots were prepared.

4.2. Water Resources in Hot Spots

The Hot Spot areas are suffering mostly from extreme water resource problems. Therefore, the main objective for this task was to enable desertification experts in Hot Spots to integrate water supply and wastewater discharge information into the process of assessing the Hot Spots and planning the measures to combat desertification. This approach required a detailed spatial description of water supply and the drinking and irrigation needs of the rural population. The data collection was directed to the following topics:

· Overall water resource situation in the relevant parts of each Caspian nation

· Water consumption situation in the Hot Spot areas

· Groundwater reserves and other sources such as canals and freshwater plants

The concept was discussed in October 2000, and from then until July 2001 data was gathered. The results will be included in the planning proposals resulting from the assessment of Hot Spots. This planning approach was not fully applied by the experts, and the results have not yet been linked with the desertification assessment. 

4.3. Training in the Socio-Economic Assessment of Desertification

4.3.1. Training in Socio-Economic Regional Analysis

Since the start of Phase 2 in July 2000, the centre has provided special support in socio-economic issues for all the associated experts. The first step was to train experts from all five littoral countries in how to investigate socio-economic issues of desertification. The training course was conducted in Ashgabad in October 2000. The socio-economic regional analysis addressed the following issues:

· Defining 60 relevant criteria (What information is derived from official statistics
 would be valuable indicators of desertification? Area of arable land? Harvest yield? Income of farmers?);

· Defining the Caspian region concerning socio-economic conditions and impacts (What are the different views regarding the limits of this region? Which administrative units have to be included? What is the “Geographical Hinterland”?);

· Developing a methodical basis for collection of data relating to the criteria in all lower level administrative areas (time series, units, converting some data, e.g. income data from local currency to US Dollars).

A short-term EU expert supported the entire work and completed the final report in Ashgabad in September/October 2001. The objectives of the training were adequately achieved.

4.3.2. Training in Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA)

The second important need was to train the national experts to use the Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) method for field investigations. This was also done during the October 2000 training course. 

In order to apply theoretical knowledge learned from the indoor lessons, two days of fieldwork were undertaken in various small villages in the Kara Kum desert, about 80 km north of Ashgabad. Local guidance for the fieldwork was provided by hosts from the National Institute for Desert, Flora and Fauna in Ashgabad. The objectives of this training were fully achieved. 

4.4. Socio-Economic Regional Analysis 

4.4.1. Socio-Economic Regional Analysis and MS Access Database

From December 2000 to July 2001, the national experts collected data. In order to compile the requested data, the experts contacted various institutions such as:

· State statistical institutions;

· National, provincial and district departments for statistics;

· National, provincial and district departments for agriculture, economics, water resources and others.

In the end, the data gathering from December to July 2001 was inadequate, mostly due to the undeveloped statistical information base in the region rather than the inability of the experts to work with this new approach. Any continuation of the CEP Tacis project should strengthen the statistical data assessment skills of experts in each country.

The CRTC Combating Desertification developed the MS Access Database for Socio-Economic Issues. This tool is now ready to be used and further developed in all Caspian countries.

4.4.2. Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) Field Work

The training method was verified through PRA fieldwork in the spring of 2001, in Hot Spots of all five countries. The fieldwork in Azerbaijan (January/February 2001), Turkmenistan (February 2001), and in the Islamic Republic of Iran (April 2001) was supervised by the CCCD. 

4.5. Improvement of GIS Equipment 

The main task was to improve the equipment and software of the Centre Combating Desertification in Ashgabad and in the desertification groups from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation by supplying: 

· GIS working place in Ashgabad with a Pentium 4 computer, 17” monitor, A 3 scanner, A 3 colour printer, and A 0 plotter;

· ArcView 3.2 licenses in Ashgabad, Almaty, Baku, and Elista for GIS work;

· WinChips licenses in Ashgabad, Almaty, Baku, and Elista for remote sensing analysis.

The desertification groups in Almaty, Baku, and Elista were also equipped with relevant hardware. 

4.6. GIS and Database Management Training

GIS experts from all five countries have been trained in the use of new programmes and in developing advanced GIS and Database applications. All experts participated in both training activities: 

· GIS WinChips (02-03/2001, Ashgabad)

· Advanced GIS and Database (04-05/2001, Baku).

The last course was especially important in supporting the socio-economic data collection that was completed in the spring of 2001. The objective was to train experts in developing a socio-economic database using MS Access.

4.7. Desertification and Institutional Measures to Combat it in Hot Spots

4.7.1. Institutional Analysis and Guidance

Desertification assessment requires the application of a number of techniques, including institutional strengthening. For this purpose, the pool of local experts were requested to analyse/assess the institutional situation in their own countries concerning desertification issues. A manual for such investigations was prepared by the CRTC Combating Desertification and distributed to the national experts. 

Another source for institutional knowledge is the desertification maps of the Hot Spots. The assessments of conflicts and measures to combat desertification were discussed with the relevant local authorities. For the most part, the local experts are not experienced in analysing and assessing institutional issues, probably due to the fact that such political questions have not previously been raised. 

Another task for increasing institutional knowledge should have been the training for planning issues foreseen for October 2001, but which could not eventually be held because of visa difficulties.

4.7.2. Desertification and Regional Planning in Hot Spots

One important result of the work of the centre was the finding that desertification and degradation of the Caspian coast demand strong regional planning rules and procedures. It was planned that this would be discussed and that training would occur during the Final Working Meeting in October of 2001. Unfortunately, due to the cancellation of this event it was not possible to improve the capacity building, especially in this area. 

The existing institutional analysis from the CRTC Combating Desertification has been assessed and will be part of the technical report “Extent and Causes of Desertification in the Caspian Sea Region”.

4.8. Legal Support to Combat Desertification

The work in CEP Phase 2 was directed at the investigation of legislation issues concerning desertification. The consultant of the CCLREI (CRTC related to legislation) was invited to analyse and compare existing environmental laws and international conventions such as the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, and to recommend legislation required to combat desertification. The technical report was prepared in October 2001 and should have been discussed during the October 2001 workshop in Ashgabad. However, due to the cancellation of this Final Working Meeting, the final discussion and agreement of legal outcomes for further legal work could not be made. The October Study Tour to the Mediterranean Plan Centre in Split (Croatia) should also have highlighted legislation needs, especially related to regional planning.  Due to the cancellation of this event, the discussion could not take place and recommendations could not be made.

4.9. CEP Desertification Web Page

A web page on the theme of combating desertification in the frame of the Caspian Environment Programme has been prepared. It describes the most important tasks of the CRTC Combating Desertification and the current state of investigations regarding the assessment of desertification and the social structure in the Caspian coastal zone.

4.10. Contributions to the TDA

CCCD staff participated actively in the second TDA meeting in December 2000 and in the third meeting in July 2001 in Baku. The CCCD input to the Tacis TDA is being prepared.

4.11. Study Tour to the Mediterranean Plan Centre in Split (Croatia)

A study tour to the Mediterranean Plan Centre in Split (Croatia) was planned for one local expert from each country on October 14-21, 2001. Due to visa problems for three Central-Asian participants, one day before travel to Croatia the trip had to be cancelled.

4.12. Recommended Actions to Increase Financial Autonomy

The attempts to become financially autonomous have not been successful. In September 2001, the CRTC Combating Desertification provided support for the visit of Prof. Dr. Opp from Marburg University (Germany) in order to discuss joint scientific and planning work in Turkmenistan with the National Institute for Desert, Flora and Fauna and the CRTC. The proposals for two projects at INTAS and the German DFG Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft are under way. 

Chapter 5. Lessons Learnt

This Chapter contains recommendations related to the CC CD. More general recommendations regarding the overall Project are included in the Completion Report of the PCU.

5.1. Planning Approach
One of the main shortcomings has been that all local experts have had serious difficulties in moving from their scientific investigations to planning recommendations. This ability has to be improved in future projects, including:
· To understand practical needs and applications;
· To organise investigations and assessments that will provide reliable and results;
· To prepare understandable materials, maps and reports;
· To better play the role of a recommendation body to the relevant ministry or donor organisation. 

This task should also include training in carrying out investigations and making recommendations. This naturally would be also a very important condition toward establishing in future consulting companies (in the frame of existing scientific institutions or as independent consulting company).

5.2. Focusing More on Institutional Questions

Closely connected to the above issue is the ability to understand institutional needs. The experts have to learn that environmental investigations, outcomes and recommendations have to be linked with the current institutional situation in the country. This requires for example

· To know the structure, the responsibilities of the relevant governmental body

· To know the legal situation regarding the relevant issue

· To go to the relevant person(s) in the government in order to be informed before the Terms of Reference will be written, the investigation will be started and the report will be supplied.

It was often to be observed that the local experts do not know the institutional questions of their topic.

5.3. Strengthening Local Authorities 

The government work in all Caspian countries is still focused on the ministries. It is essential to move some emphasis towards local (or regional) authorities. Local experts should better understand their daily tasks and unresolved questions. There is also a need to incorporate more local experts from these authorities in the relevant projects (in training and operation). 

5.4. Comprehensive Approach  (Socio-economic and Health Aspects of Desertification)
The CCCD has attempted to include socio-economic and health matters in its work. Although the Centre has worked more comprehensively, integrating into the desertification assessment not only soil and vegetation but also the relationships to the population (as subject) in the end, sustainability could not be achieved. It is thus necessary to establish research units (such as institutes or companies) investigating those issues. The National Institute for Desert, Flora and Fauna in Ashgabad should have at least one person, educated probably as a desertification specialist, preparing him(her)self for social  and health issues.

FORM 2.4  OUTPUT PERFORMANCE REPORT

	Project Title: Caspian Environment Programme, Phase 2, 

Caspian Centre for Combating Desertification
	Nr.: SCRE 1/№17
	Countries: Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Russia, Turkmenistan, Iran 

	Prepared: November 2001
	Consultant: ERM-LI/DHI/GOPA

	Output results
	Deviation from Plan
	Reason for Deviation
	Constraints

	1. Undertaking detailed investigations of the desertification processes in Hot Spots through analysis using remote sensing and ground expeditions
	None
	
	

	2. Analysing the water resource situation, including ground water, especially in desertification Hot Spots
	None
	
	

	3. Improvement of PC equipment in CRTC Combating Desertification and desertification working groups around the Caspian Sea, and training in advanced GIS technology tools
	None
	
	

	4. Analysis and assessment of institutional issues concerning the management of desertification, including legislation and dissemination of guidelines for desertification management, and recommendations for the development of regional planning rules
	Most of these planned outputs could be achieved; insufficiencies and gaps are remaining in institutional issues focussing mainly on local authorities, in regional planning rules, and legal advice. 
	Local experts are not accustomed to assessing institutional and legislation issues. Furthermore, there were cancellations of both the planned training in October 2001, and the October 2001 study tour to the Mediterranean Plan Centre in Split. 
	Partially these are tasks for the littoral governments in order to strengthen legislation, regional planning rules and procedures; partially these are tasks for further training

	5. Training in socio-economic investigation and assessment methods for combating desertification, such as Participatory Rural Appraisal
	None
	
	

	6. Undertaking socio-economic investigations of economic impacts of desertification on the socio-economic state of the rural population, and development of recommendations for improvements, including the establishment of a Socio-Economic Database of the Caspian Sea region
	Most of these outputs could be achieved, insufficiencies and gaps are remaining in the use of statistical data 
	
	Mainly these are tasks for the littoral government in order to improve statistical information

	7. Developing recommendations for the Strategic Action Plan in order to reduce the degradation of land in the Caspian region
	Generally none: both technical reports make proposals for recommendations
	The SAP process in the entire CEP programme could not be continued
	Training measures are to be focused on SAP and NCAP issues

	8. Contribution to the TDA and SAP
	Both technical reports include recommendations to be used for SAP and TDA formulation
	
	

	10. Supporting the PIP process
	None, but due to slowness of response from government the process was delayed
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� Against the governmental mainstream in Turkmenistan, for example, to see only the exploitation of desert areas for meadows for camels and sheep, for crop production, for the discharge of solid waste and wastewater


� Knowing that economic data often have a set of conditions and factors
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