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18 January 1999

Introduction
The Caspian Sea suffers from severe environmental problems caused by surface level fluctuations and direct pollution problems. One of the main environmental problems of the Caspian Sea emerges from pollution related to oil exploitation. 
The Commission of the European Communities has initiated the project: “Caspian Environment Programme: Facilitating Thematic Scientific Advisory Groups in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Russia and Turkmenistan”. One of the tasks of the project is to support the establishment of the Pollution Control Centre in Baku, Azerbaijan.

The project shall amongst others prepare Trans-boundary Diagnostic Analysis (TDA) setting out the trans-boundary cause and effects of environmental degradation. It shall set out the requirements for environmental regeneration and planning its implementation; establish an effective system of contaminant monitoring; and identify Priority Investment Projects (PIP), which would be implemented at an early stage to provide techniques, and tackle the most acute problems.

The present component of the project deals with the problems to the environment of the Caspian Sea that are caused by the offshore exploitation of oil in the region.

Objectives

· The immediate objective of the activity is with respect to problems related to the offshore exploitation of oil to carry out

· collection of data and the analytical work that is needed for to support the TDA,

· contribute to the preparation of the TDA,

· suggest and describe pilot projects and priority investments

Outputs

· The outputs of the task shall be in the form of a report that describes the environmental problems relating to caused by the offshore exploitation of oil, and contains the following elements:

· how and where have data been obtained

· review of oil pollution situation in the Caspian Sea, 

· review of the state of the environment caused by oil pollution 

· pilot project proposals and plans for environmental improvement, abatement and reduction of oil contamination

Activities

Data collection

The study shall embrace:

· Contact with relevant institutions, organisations, agencies and companies that can provide information on oil exploitation in the region,

· review of available, relevant notes, reports, etc. containing information on oil exploitation, oil production, oil spills and other pollution events related to the offshore oil pollution activities,

· collection of available information on environmental characteristics of oil polluting offshore activities,

· collection of available information on existing regulations on offshore oil exploitation with respect to protection of the Caspian Sea environment

Analyses

The information shall form the basis for the contribution to the Trans-boundary Diagnostic Analysis (TDA). It shall be accomplished in accordance with the overall Terms of Reference for the whole project, and deal with aspect relating to offshore oil exploitation. The TDA shall include an assessment of the existing extent of oil contamination, and the risk for future oil pollution incidents. Furthermore, it shall evaluate the possible environmental impacts for the Caspian Sea Region.

Secondly, the information shall form the basis for the contribution to the Priority Investment Projects (PIP). It shall be accomplished in accordance with the overall Terms of Reference for the whole project, and deal with aspect relating to offshore oil exploitation. The PIP shall include an assessment and description of the benefit for the Caspian Sea Region related to the estimated investment costs.

Report

The report shall describe the results of the data collection and the analyses. If the obtained information allows, it shall facilitate input to the GIS system of map of offshore oil exploitation facilities, oil spill incidents and vulnerable areas.

The report shall be prepared in 3 copies in English.

Organisation and Timetable
Staffing

Senior expert in oil pollution – 8 man-weeks

Local experts in oil pollution – 12 man-weeks

Timetable


Oct.-Nov 98
Jan.99
Feb.99
Mar.99
Apr.99
May 99


June 99
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