Declaration of Buenos Aires

II Inter-American Dialogue on Water Management

September 6, 1996

Growing water demands, driven by population growth and the need to increase food production through irrigated agriculture, increasing degradation of water quality due to untreated sanitary waste discharges and industrial effluents, and increasing threats from natural hazards, such as floods and droughts, hinder efforts to attain sustainable development, restore the healthy functioning of ecosystems, alleviate poverty, and increase the quality of life of the peoples of the Hemisphere. 

Given that the annually renewable supply of freshwater is relatively fixed, experts are warning that the impending water crisis will be the major environmental problem of the next decade, particularly in regions where the population is rapidly growing. In addition to population growth, limited water management capacity, fragmented organizational structures, and inadequate water planning, management, and conservation also contribute to growing water problems in the Americas. Other major concerns are the unique water resource management challenges associated with sustainable development of the Small Island States. As noted at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (Rio de Janeiro,1992), intensified actions are needed to implement the principles of integrated water resources management. 

The solutions to many of these water problems are known. Beginning with the Mar de Plata meeting in 1977, intergovernmental conferences and technical meetings have proposed a range of initiatives and actions. The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development produced the Rio Declaration and Agenda 21; the first Inter-American Dialogue on Water Management (Miami, 1993) established the Inter-American Water Resources Network (IWRN); the Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994) produced a Plan of Action that included the Partnership for Pollution Prevention; and the Conference on Water Resources Assessment and Management in Latin America and the Caribbean (San Jose, 1996) produced the San Jose Declaration and a Plan of Action. In the past 4 years alone, more than 8 major international meetings have discussed water issues of interest to the Americas. 

Commitments by governments, international financial institutions, and other international organizations, as well as the public and private sectors, are urgently needed to develop and implement coordinated action plans that address water issues. To advance these commitments, a new vision and a greater degree of cooperation and technical and political partnerships are essential. 

To this end, the Secretary of Natural Resources and the Human Environment of the Republic of Argentina hosted the Second Inter-American Dialogue on Water Management in Buenos Aires on September 1-6, 1996 with the support of the National Institute of Water Science and Technology (INCyTH) and the Organization of American States (OAS). Co-organizers of the Second Dialogue included the United Nations Department of Development Support and Management Services (UN-DDSMS) and the Water Environment Federation (WEF). The theme of the Dialogue was "Integrated Water Resources Management for Sustainable Development in the Americas". Its objective was to arrive at a common understanding of the needed actions and to propose a limited number of specific initiatives. The Dialogue brought together 260 water experts representing government agencies, intergovernmental organizations, nongovernmental organizations, academia, research centers, and the private sector from 26 countries of the Americas. Participants included 22 official government representatives who form part of the Inter-American Water Resources Network. 

Major conclusions and recommendations of the Second Inter-American Dialogue on Water Management include the following: 

· The Dialogue vigorously supports the full implementation of the Inter-American Water Resources Network as soon as possible and encourages the Organization of America States to fund the project proposal, entitled " Exchange of Water Resources Information and Technology in the Americas," which was recently submitted to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development for 1997. The Dialogue endorses the new vision for the OAS and its role in facilitating partnerships to promote and implement sustainable development in the Americas. 

· The Dialogue encourages the establishment of regional and subregional water information networks, and increased cooperation in transboundary river basins and urges International Financial Institutions to support these regional development efforts. 

· Having reviewed the technical background document on water resources prepared as a contribution to the Hemispheric Summit on Sustainable Development, specifically the report of the Technical Meeting on Water held in Washington, D.C. on July 18-19, 1996, the Dialogue endorses the following priority areas: 

a. Strengthen Water Resources Management through Improved Policies and Information.

b. Establish Mechanisms to Address Transboundary Water Resources Issues 

c. Strengthen the Capacity of Nations to Develop and Manage Water Resources in the Context of Sustainable Development. 

d. Improve Integrated Water Demand Management through Economic and Regulatory Mechanisms.

· In view of the importance and usefulness of a continuing hemispheric dialogue on water issues, the Dialogue encourages the organization of regional meetings to facilitate the formation of further partnerships and accepts the proposal of the Central American participants to hold the Third Inter-American Dialogue in Central America in 1999. 

· The participants suggest that the conclusions of the Dialogue be reviewed at the next meeting of the Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, which will be held in Buenos Aires on November 11-12, 1996. To that end, they request that United Nations Environmental Programme´s Office for Latin America and the Caribbean should distribute to the appropriate authorities the conclusions of the Dialogue prior to this meeting to facilitate its analysis. 
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