FOZ DO IGUAÇU DECLARATION

A  PROPOSAL FOR DISCUSSION

The IVth INTER-AMERICAN DIALOGUE ON WATER MANAGEMENT is a follow-up to the actions established by the previous Dialogues, mainly the actions related to the increment of the information exchange between the peoples of the Americas. The main reason for - “IN QUEST OF SOLUTIONS” – is, above all, to disseminate to the peoples of the Americas the knowledge base they themselves built to secure proper management of the water. The proposal suggested in Dialogue IV is based on the premise that only through knowledge and good practices originated by the application of such knowledge, it is possible to establish policies to preserve and control water. Wisdom breeds appreciation, and appreciation leads to preservation.

Based on epicurean beliefs – that the pursuit of knowledge is an essentially healing and liberating activity - the proposed theme has emphasized that only through information, hence knowledge, can Dublins’ assertions be wholly experienced. This assertion of public participation in water management, has been ratified time and again in the various world summits on water management, including the Second World Water Forum held in the Hague in March 2000.  Principles were established to assure effective public participation. These included that all parties should have equal opportunities to both, present and refute arguments, that all arguments must be submitted to all parties for cross-examination, and that no participant shall be subject to coercion. Dialogue IV observed that information and knowledge lay the foundations for the establishment of equal opportunity, as well as serve as indispensable instruments that will not allow the “knowledgeable” to coerce the “unknowledgeable.”

As a priority action, the dissemination of information and knowledge proposed under the Dialogue IV has adopted the necessity to strengthen the Inter-American Water Resources Network (IWRN). Hence, the IWRN is the main instrument for sharing experiences and information in the Americas. The IWRN shall be strengthened to expand its functions, seeking new partners and collaborators, in order to reach the as largest possible audience, especially the people of the poorest communities.

The proposed themes for discussion during Dialogue IV were: Management of Transboundary River Basins, Climatic Vulnerability, Water Management in Cities, and Management of Water Resources in Arid and Semi-Arid Regions. “IN QUEST OF SOLUTIONS” is the central theme of  discussion, but so too, were the directives established in the Chapter 18 of Agenda 21, as well as documents of the Second World Water Forum, namely, “Water for the 21st Century – Vision to Action – South America”, and “Framework for Action”. Thus, the aforementioned themes were introduced in anticipation what information would be necessary to evaluate the 10th anniversary of the Agenda 21 or Rio +10 in the year 2002, and for discussion during the Third World Water Forum to be held in Japan in the year 2003. Other themes including as: The Economic Value of Water, The Civil Society Participation in Water Resources Management, and the Integrated Management of Environment and Water Resources, were also discussed.

Seeking to strengthen the participation of society in water management, with innovative character, Dialogue IV has proposed to extend the discussions to others segments of the society. The Dialogue IV has facilitated the event of Sectorial Sessions, and Special Fora. During those events; the press, the Legislative, the Judiciary, and sectors of agriculture, industry, among others could present and share their knowledge, their contributions, their practices, their doubts, and expectations, concerning water control, and preservation.

The summary of the conclusive reports of each thematic and sectorial sessions, and special fora is enclosed to this Declaration. Although, besides the above mentioned issue of dissemination of information, a collective conclusion can be inferred to all discussions: the practice of Ethics in Water Management..

Thus, the stand point for the Foz do Iguaçu Declaration, and hence, the discussions that followed, as Dialogue IV proposals to support the Rio +10 and the Third World Water, is in the concept of understanding, and applying of Ethics in Water Management..

The beginning of this new millennium, the new post-modern era, is marked by the so called “crises” of moral values. The globalization of money and market seems to oppose to the principle of conduct that attributes to each individual a role in its relations to people alike. The globalization of the idea of a free human being seems to oppose the ideas of universal ethical values as: that the common well-being should prevail over the self-fulfillment of the individual. 

Thus, the Dialogue IV proposes the Ethics in Water Management as an answer, mainly when applying the other assertion defended by Dublin – the economic value of water -. The proposed discussion of the ethics is, according to the concept of Agnes Helen and Habermas: the association of Kant’s ethics derived from the categorical imperatives: warranty of access to water for everybody and water as a fundamental element to the ecosystems, within the discursive ethics, the ethics delivered from the practice of shared linguistics, in which people sit around a table and discuss the general principles that should guide the individuals within a society, and establish rules of conduct the community. Accordingly to discursive ethics, the propositions are validated through consensus. In this way truth and justice merge.

This proposal is sustained by Dublin’s aforementioned assertion: public participation in water management, and it also supports a third assertion, not previously mentioned: decentralized management, because the discursive ethics allows the individual right for criticism, and the right to assume a position from the outside of social norms. Therefore, conforming the conclusive proposal of Dialogue IV, the Ethics in Water Management permits conflict, however, betting in the progressive achievement of consensus, having as universal laws: warranty of access to water for everybody and water as a fundamental element to the ecosystems. With the presence of Ethics in Water Management the utopia of the beautiful ethical community would not be discarded.
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