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D5 - MONTEGO BAY - JAMAICA - OCTOBER 9-14, 2005 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS (DRAFT)

Fifth Inter-American Dialogue on Water Management

Montego Bay, Jamaica – October 9-14, 2005

Preliminary Summary Report

The dialogue organized by the Jamaican Government under the initiative and support of the Interamerican Water Resources Network (IWRN) is the fifth in the continent and deals mainly with “strengthening local capacity to achieve global challenges”.  About 150 participants among them representatives of all governments (Focal Points), members of the academia, businesses, professionals, and members of international institutions with interest in water and environment, congregated in Jamaica.   The Dialogue which proceeded in seven Plenary and nine Concurrent sessions, had 55 presentations to cover the most relevant issues, some of broad nature and some specific, related to water resources in the Americas.  Each session was dedicated to a special subject given one hour for presentations and one hour for discussion.  While later on a more complete report will be delivered, some conclusions and recommendations from each of the sessions are given in this document.  These are expected to be contributions of the Region to the World Water Forum that will take place in Mexico in 2006.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
From each of the themes discussed in the Dialogue, we extract a job to be done by IWRN, membership, its alliances and in country Focal Points:

1. Make an agenda of long delayed implementation of countries formal agreements related to water –even before Rio 92-, and establish a permanent Committee to follow up and include new agreements in the future, always keeping track and divulgate by available media including the guidelines of new dialogues: lessons learned, degree of fulfillment of commitments, formulate new needs, and promote new strategies to accomplish these.  
2. Eight objectives of the goals for the new millennium established by the United Nations environmental meetings evaluated every five years, ever since 1992, were revised in this meeting.  With regard to drinking water and sanitation the degree of progress is variable and, in several countries it is nil. The government of Jamaica is committed to fulfill this purpose 100% by 2010.  
3. Private enterprise and the civic society locally organized are a powerful means of getting the needed support to contribute to the sustainability of natural resources which impact in the quantity and quality of water.  There are some already aware of the need to contribute in equitable manner to the development and management of water resources at the watershed level and within the user sectors.  The phrase given by Coca Cola in this Dialogue: “Pay now if you don’t want to pay much more in the future” has caught the attention of everybody and this is a road to be followed by IWRN, its members and alliances.
4. Water Policy, although sometime not written in legislation or, written but in many cases not enforced, is an indispensable means to accomplish good water management.  It is necessary to evaluate and clarify what is happening in this respect, find out if other policy or legislation is counteracting and provide the necessary advisory for the countries to fulfill their commitments in accordance with the international principles approved in many formal reunions. 
5. Water Science must be promoted by all means.  It is a way to have undisputable proposals from decision makers and politicians that sometimes use only rational judgment to oppose or implement desired legislation, funds allocation and problem solving initiatives. Decision support systems have been suggested as a must means to model and provide unquestionable information in this respect.

6. New technologies have been presented to quantify receding glacial activity in several parts of the world due to Global Warming, thus providing scientific justification to diminish the causes of these phenomena.  Glacial activity is important in areas where the contribution due to normal melting to natural and artificial lakes, to ground water and to stream flow during low rainfall periods is important for the survival of life.  A very interesting technology to detect groundwater stored into crevices of tectonic origin was also presented.  This could be a solution to increment life in many ways in arid areas of these conditions where this water is not accounted as part of the hydrologic cycle.
7. Although, in LAC the established activities are relatively recent, we must continue supporting the good relationships of countries involved in transboundary watersheds.  The job being done by the Global Environmental Facility (GEF), via PNUMA and OAS, to support these activities directly with these countries is commendable and it is already showing success in many on going projects -Project Rio Bermejo - Tarija.  The DELTAmerica GEF supported project implemented by the Organization of American States has also been helpful in this respect and provided support for the planning of a new strategy for IWRN future. 

8. With regard to this purpose, in May 2005, with the participation of 27 countries of the Americas, it was advanced the definition of aspects concerning governability , public participation, legislation and institutions, as well as mechanisms for financing activities of common interest for transboundary watersheds.  These ideas resulted in the subscription of the Lima Declaration which is also available as a contribution for the World Water Forum of 2006. 

9. Some areas, especially in the Caribbean flat islands water catchments are random and many times result in serious water deficit for life.  In these cases desalination of sea or saline water is an alternative to importing fresh water from other localities.  There are several technologies applied and depending on the uses, saline water may be used by lowering the salt content to acceptable limits.  There are already many plants to perform these operations in the area.  However, costs involved indicate the need to promote and continue research in these aspects.
10. The Latin-American and Caribbean region are vulnerable to climate change and natural disasters in various degrees.  It is necessary to define strategies and support overall training programs –professional, institutional and overall community- to develop the capacity to deal with these problems.  IWRN and its alliances should also include these aspects in its operational agendas.
11. One of the major problems is the fact that the poor are subject to higher water delivery prices and lack of reliability in the service. Altogether, the use of water coming from an already stressed water producing basin is causing inequity between generating and receiving basins with no compensation for environmental damages.  
