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Background  
 
1 In continuation of the efforts for responding to the need for a regional approach to ballast 
water issue in the ROPME Sea Area (RSA), the Second Regional Steering Committee Meeting 
was convened in the Kingdom of Bahrain on 4 and 5 November 2008. This regional meeting 
discussed several aspects related to ballast water management in the ROPME Sea Area. 
Considering the semi-enclosed nature of the Persian Gulf, the sensitivity of the ecosystem to 
marine bio-invasions and the very large volume of ballast water being discharged into the sea, 
in April 2008, the ROPME Council decided to identify ballast water exchange area(s) outside 
the ROPME Sea Area as a matter of priority, to efficiently address the issue of harmful aquatic 
organisms in ships’ ballast water and sediments. In light of the Ballast Water Management 
Convention and in accordance with the requirements of regulation B-4 of the this Convention, 
the Regional Steering Committee Meeting discussed this issue extensively and identified the 
need for ballast exchange outside the ROPME Sea Area and recommended that ballast water 
exchange, if any, should be conducted outside the ROPME Sea Area.  
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Introduction  
 
2 In light of the Ballast Water Management Convention that replaced the voluntary 
guidelines and considering the specific provisions of the Convention, it is desired to take 
the necessary steps to mitigate the risk of introduction of unwanted species and also to 
harmonize National and Regional policies to address the issue of ballast water in 
the RSA.  The ROPME Sea Area is the largest recipient of ships’ ballast water. Annually, more 
than 45,000 vessels visit this area and discharge a large amount of ballast water. The RSA is 
a semi-enclosed water body with intensely hot summers and short cool winters, extensive air and 
water temperature fluctuation and relatively high salinity. It is also characterized by high 
turbidity and low exchange of water with open sea. Taking into account the environmental 
sensitivity of the RSA, the IMO resolution MEPC.168(56) recognized and designated the RSA as 
a “Special Area” as of 1 August 2008 for the purpose of Annexes I and V of MARPOL 73/78 
Convention. Therefore, there is a need also to manage and control the spread of the harmful aquatic 
species in ships’ ballast water by implementing a set of measures such as ballast water exchange 
outside the ROPME Sea Area. 
 
Environmental conditions in the ROPME Sea Area (RSA) 
 
3 The RSA is one of the major oil and gas producing areas in the world, with more 
than 20,000 oil tankers visiting the region every year and steadily growing dry cargo transportation. 
A very significant amount of oil is spilled into the sea every year as a result of discharges from 
ships and the region’s many offshore oil and gas platforms. Tanker and cargo vessel traffic 
generates a substantial amount of ballast water discharged in the RSA.   
 
4 With a certain approximation, the RSA can be divided into three parts. 
 
The Inner RSA 
 
5 This is the area from the Strait of Hormuz to the northern coast with a length of 
about 550 nautical miles and surrounded by high mountains on the Iranian side and low-lying 
land on the Arabian side.  It is a shallow embayment having a mean depth of about 35 metres 
with a maximum depth of an average of 70 metres connecting to the Gulf of Oman and 
the Indian Ocean.  The Strait of Hormuz is only 30 nautical miles wide at its narrowest point. 
The maximum width of the inner part of the region is about 150 nautical miles.  It takes about 
three to five years to exchange the water in the inner RSA. 
 
The Middle RSA 
 
6 This area comprises of the Gulf of Oman and the east coast of the United Arab Emirates, 
which is a deep basin with depths exceeding 2,500 metres.  It has free access to the Arabian Sea 
and the Indian Ocean.  
 
The Outer RSA 
 
7 This is the area extending from Ras Al-Hadd to the southwestern border of Oman.  The 
area features well developed sandy shores with a large continental shelf to rocky highlands with 
a narrow continental shelf. 
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Outcome of the meeting   
 
8 As a conclusion of two days of extensive discussions, the Steering Committee Meeting 
recognized the need for the establishment of the mandatory ballast water management 
requirements to address the issue of harmful aquatic organisms and pathogens in ships’ ballast 
water and sediments in line with the ROPME Council decisions in identifying ballast water 
management as the most appropriate way to improve the regional marine environment. 
 
9 Taking into consideration the provisions of the regulation B-4 of the Ballast Water 
Management Convention, the Steering Committee decided as follows: 
 

.1 Vessels arriving from outside the ROPME Sea Area should undertake ballast 
water exchange en route in water over 200 nautical miles from the nearest land 
and in water at least 200 metres depth. 

 
.2 If this is not possible for safety reasons, then vessels should be expected to make 

minor deviations to areas within the 200 nautical miles limit that can be identified 
as discharge area, so long as such areas are more than 50 nautical miles from the 
nearest land in waters at least 200 metres depth. 

 
.3 If this is not achievable, then the ship shall provide the respective authority with 

the reason why she has not done so, and further ballast water management 
measures may be required, consistent with the Ballast Water Management 
Convention and other international laws. 

 
.4 These requirements shall take effect from 1 November 2009. 

 
Action requested of the Committee 
 
10 The Committee is invited to note the information contained in this document.  
  
 

*** 
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ANNEX 
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