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INTRODUCTION 
 
Pollution of the Baltic Sea Area due to ship transport has been recognized as an actual 

problem since the Baltic Sea States adopted the Helsinki Convention. 

Ships could cause marine environment pollution not only by violating pollution 

prevention regulations, but also getting into an accident that makes spillages of oil or 

other harmful substances. Discussion on safety of tankers carrying high-density fuel 

oils has been going on in frames of the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM) for several 

years. At present a Swedish proposal to ban certain single hull tankers from operation 

in the Baltic Sea Area has been brought forward for discussion in the Sea based 

pollution group (HELCOM SEA). 

On the basis of this proposal submitted by Sweden to HELCOM MC 25/99 and 

reproduced in the document HELCOM SEA 1/2000, 2.3/1 “Oil transportation in the 

Baltic Sea Area and the risk for accidental oil pollution from large single hull oil 

tankers” Latvia proposed to carry out data compilation on all ship accidents occurred 

during the last 10 years in the Baltic Sea Area in order to get information on dynamics 

of ship accidents depending on type of a ship. 

The intention of this compilation was to obtain an overview of all ship accidents from 

1989 to 1999 in the Baltic Sea Area, not only on accidents involving single or double 

hull oil tankers. Representation of these accidents in a map would allow to identify 

the main locations of ship accidents, types of ships involved into accidents and 

consequences for the marine environment. 

As it was stated in the HELCOM SEA 1/2000 meeting, on the basis of this 

compilation it should be considered whether there is a need for further actions to be 

proposed, as well as this information could be used in an updated assessment of the 

risk of oil spills in the Baltic Sea Area which should serve as a background material 

for possible reassessment of the HELCOM combatting plan.   
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SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT 

 

Collecting of information  

In order to obtain information on ship accidents during the last 10 years in the Baltic 

Sea Area there was elaborated a data collection table that Contracting Parties filled-in. 

All data submitted by the Contracting Parties were compiled in a common table and 

some necessary specifications were made afterwards. 

Data processing and map making 

As a basis for representation of ship accident data in a map was used the map of the 

Baltic Sea Area kindly provided by Ms. Sunhild Wilhelms from BSH (Bundesamt 

fuer Seeshiffahrt und Hydrographie), Germany. 

There were created several data tables in Map Info 4.5 format concerning time, 

location and consequences of accidents, type of a ship, tonnage etc.  

Considering that the compilation concerns only accidents in the Baltic Sea Area, data 

on lakes and rivers, which some countries submitted, were not taken into account. 

Data were classified and the following graphs: 

- Ship accidents and types of ships involved in the accidents from 1989 to 
1999; 

- Single hull and double hull oil tanker accidents with and without oil 
pollution; 

and maps were made: 

- All ship accidents causing oil pollution; 

- Single hull and double hull oil tanker accidents; 

- Single hull oil tanker accidents with and without oil pollution; 

- Double hull oil tanker accidents with and without oil pollution; 

- Single hull oil tanker accidents with oil pollution depending on amount of 
pollution; 

- Ship collisions; 

- Ship groundings. 

A map on double hull oil tanker accidents depending on amount of pollution was not 

made because data only on two cases, where amount of pollution is known, were 

submitted, in both – it was < 10 m3. 
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Project results 

The draft of the project final report was sent to the HELCOM Secretariat and to all 

Contracting Parties for possible additions or corrections. There were received a few 

comments from Lithuania and Russia and some changes made accordingly. 

The compilation was presented at the HELCOM SEA 2/2001 meeting, where also 

some comments and proposals were received from the Contracting Parties. During the 

finalization of the compilation were got also data from Germany, so that the 

compilation now contains data of all HELCOM Contracting Parties. 

The following conclusions were drawn: 

• The total number of ship accidents occurred in the Baltic Sea Area from 

1989 to 1999 is 251, cf. Map “Ship accidents in the Baltic Sea Area, 

1989 - 1999”.  

Using this map, there should be noted that information provided by some 

Contracting Parties included also accidents of small fishing vessels and 

very small ships, like yachts with DW of 4-15 BRT, while some 

Contracting Parties ship tonnage did not report at all or reported only on 

tankers. Thus, considering a dense picture of ship accidents in the 

Southern part of the Baltic Sea there should be kept in mind that there are 

also a lot of small vessels among them. 

To get a more equitable outlook on ship accidents in the Baltic Sea Area, 

in the future there could be included only data on so called - conventional 

ships, i.e., oil tankers of 150 GT and above as well as other ships of 

400 GT and above. 

• Accidents mostly have occurred near the straits and port areas; 

• Marine environment pollution caused by the accidents of single hull 

tankers is more frequent than that of double hull tankers (12 and 2, 

respectively). 

According with the decision of the HELCOM SEA 2/2001 (paragraph 2.112 of the 

Minutes from HELCOM SEA 2/2001) there will be elaborated such maps on annual 

basis also in the future and Latvia will continue as Lead Country. 

 










































