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Potted history of the RACs

• The RACs were one of the pillars 
of the reform of the CFP in 2002 

• They were created by:
• Council decision 2004/585/EC
• And later by:
• Council decision 2007/409/EC

• To:
• Provide advice to the 

Commission and Member States
on the management of Baltic 
Sea fisheries 
In order to:
Achieve a successful running of 
the EU’s Common Fisheries 
Policy.



What are the goals of the BSRAC?

• To ensure an exploitation of living aquatic 
resources that provides sustainable economic, 
environmental and social conditions (2371/2002)

• To apply the precautionary approach

• To aim at a progressive implementation of an 
ecosystem-based approach

• To aim to contribute to efficient fishing activities 
– (economically viable fisheries and aquaculture, 
– a fair standard of living, 
– consumer interests)



Who makes up the BS RAC?

• Representatives from the 
fishing sector and other 
interest groups affected by 
the Common Fisheries 
Policy. 

• These include fisheries’
associations, producer 
organisations, processors, 
market organisations, 
environmental NGOs, 
aquaculture producers, 
consumers, women’s 
networks and recreational 
and sports fishermen.

Others
Fisheries



Our members  It’s voluntary



Nearly three years old!

Began on 16th March 2006

Have worked on:

• Long-term management 
of Baltic fish stocks (cod)

• Initiatives to reduce IUU 
fishing

• Recommendations on a 
salmon management 
plan

• Short and medium term 
fisheries management 
(TACs and quotas)

• Baltic fisheries research
• Maritime spatial planning 



BS RAC Workshop on Spatial Planning
Tallinn, February 2009

• International examples of 
good practice of MSP

• MSP as an instrument of 
integrated EU maritime 
policy

• Results of the HELCOM 
workshop

• Legal aspects of MSP
• Specific cases of MSP: 

windmills,Balance, 
shipping,Natura2000, 
Nord Stream

• Examples from Sweden 
and Poland

• Experience from NS RAC 



Statements and Recommendations



BS RAC work programme for 
the coming year

• Long-term management of pelagic species
• Follow-up on our recommendation on salmon 

management plan
• Selectivity in cod
• Science: improved dialogue with the scientists
• BS RAC conference
• TACs and quotas
• Review of the Common Fisheries Policy
• Opinion on the Control Proposal
• Maritime spatial planning?



Working together

• Stakeholder involvement
• Cooperation with other 

organisations 
– Commission 
– Member states
– ICES
– HELCOM
– VASAB 
– ………………..????
Improved 
communication and 
cooperation around the 
Baltic 



Thank you for your attention!

• Come and visit us!

H.C. Andersens
Boulevard 37

3rd floor
1553 Copenhagen V

• Here is our website:

www.bsrac.org
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