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The General Committee held its third meeting on Monday, June 6, 2006, to consider the items on the order of business, AG/CG/OD-2/06.

i.
Draft resolution:  Promotion of Private-Sector Participation in OAS Activities (AG/doc.4565/06)


The Chair of the Committee had suggested that informal consultations be conducted before further consideration of this draft resolution.  Resulting therefrom, the delegation of Argentina presented new proposals, and the draft resolution was finally approved by consensus.
ii.
Draft resolution:  Cooperation for Security in the Hemisphere (AG/doc.4544/06 corr.1)

The Committee continued its consideration of this draft resolution based on the new text presented to it, contained in document AG/CG/doc.9/06.  The delegation of Venezuela presented to the Committee the proposals resulting from the informal consultations it had conducted with other delegations.  The draft resolution was approved by consensus.

iii.
Draft resolution:  Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere (AG/doc.4560/06)

The Committee continued its consideration of this draft resolution.  In that connection, the delegation of Venezuela advised that, as the additional paragraphs it had proposed had not been accepted, it would not oppose approval of said resolution, but would in due course read out the text of its interpretative declaration in connection with it.  The draft resolution was approved.

The delegation of Brazil made the following statement:

“The delegation of Brazil expresses its satisfaction with the approval of the resolution and, in connection with the second operative paragraph, its hope that the Permanent Council will meet to consider the matter and present a report on implementation of the resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.”

iv.
Draft resolution: Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs (AG/doc.4569/06 corr. 1)


The delegation of El Salvador presented a new version of this draft resolution, contained in document AG/CG/doc.7/06, which included the agreements reached through the informal consultations held with other delegations.

The Committee considered the new version paragraph by paragraph, and approved by consensus the draft resolution as amended.
v.
Draft resolution:  Migrant Populations and Migration Patterns in the Americas (AG/doc.4573/06 corr.1)

The Committee had decided to postpone consideration of the topic so that the delegation of Belize could make the necessary consultations on the aspects where consensus had not yet been reached.
The Committee continued its consideration of this draft resolution based on the new text presented to it, contained in document AG/CG/doc.8/06.

The delegations of El Salvador and Haiti indicated that they wished to be added to the list of cosponsors.
For its part, the delegation of Venezuela indicated that its country had decided to donate US$120,000 as a voluntary contribution for the activities of the IACHR’s Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and Their Families.
The delegation of Argentina requested that the minutes of the Committee reflect its concern regarding the lack of uniform use of terminology in the different human rights documents adopted by the Organization, especially in connection with the IACHR rapporteurships.


Different delegations expressed their views regarding operative paragraph 2 of the pending draft resolution.  The draft resolution was finally approved by consensus.
vi.
Draft resolution:  Extradition of and Denial of Save Haven to Terrorists:  Mechanisms for Cooperation in the Fight against Terrorism (AG/doc.4562/06)

The delegation of Venezuela reported that the only pending paragraph was operative paragraph 7, which it had proposed, and which appeared in the resolution in square brackets.
The delegation of the United States indicated that said paragraph exceeded the content of United Nations Security Council resolution 1373, cited therein. 

The delegation of Venezuela proposed eliminating the reference to resolution 1373 and proposed a new paragraph urging the member states to adopt migration-related measures to prevent anyone who had participated in the planning, preparation, financing, or perpetration of terrorist acts from applying for naturalization for the purpose of avoiding extradition. Different delegations expressed reservations regarding the use of the term “naturalization.”  Accordingly, Venezuela proposed the phrase “any migration privilege.”  The delegation of Argentina proposed including verbatim paragraph 2.c of resolution 1373.  The delegation of Peru indicated that the term “constructive fraud
” might be used to satisfy the other delegations.


The Chair of the Committee allowed additional time for the delegations to make informal consultations in this regard.  Upon their conclusion, the delegation of Venezuela requested that operative paragraph 7 be withdrawn, and the draft resolution was approved.
vii.
Draft resolution:  Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media (AG/doc.4602/06 rev. 1)
The delegation of Venezuela presented the respective draft resolution.  The delegations of Canada and United States insisted on retaining the reference to the Inter-American Democratic Charter made in preambular paragraph 6.  The delegation of Venezuela expressed its interest in reference in preambular paragraph 3 to Article 4 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.


The Chair of the Committee suggested that the delegations of Venezuela, United States, and Canada conduct informal consultations regarding the draft resolution, following which, consideration thereof would continue.

viii.
Draft resolution:  Obligation of Member States to Respect the Rules and Principles of International Law Contained in the OAS Charter in order to Preserve and Strengthen Peace in the Hemisphere (AG/doc.4603/06 rev. 1)

The delegation of Venezuela gave the corresponding presentation, indicating that it considered acceptable two new proposals presented by the delegation of Argentina and that it had concerns regarding the proposals of the United States and Canada.  The topic was postponed until the delegations had conducted further consultations regarding the pending aspects.
ix. Draft resolution:  Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the Occasion of its Fifth Anniversary (AG/doc.4623/06)

The delegation of Chile gave the corresponding presentation, and proposed amendments that had resulted from the informal consultations made during the regular session.  It indicated that the list of cosponsors of the draft resolution contained 26 member states.


The delegation of Mexico made additional proposals regarding operative paragraph 2 involving specification of the functions of the Secretary General, in accordance with Article 110 of the OAS Charter and Chapter IV of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in order to bring to the attention of the Permanent Council those situations where action might be required.  After some additional clarifications, the proposal received the support of the delegation of Venezuela.  As consensus had not been reached to include such information, the delegation of Mexico reserved the right to request in plenary the inclusion of a footnote in this regard.


The delegations of the United States and Costa Rica requested to be added to the list of cosponsors of the draft resolution, which was finally approved.
x.
Draft resolution: Access to Public Information:  Strengthening Democracy (AG/doc.4563/06)

The delegation of Peru made the corresponding presentation, proposing an amendment to operative paragraph 7.a, appearing in square brackets, and, at the request of the United States, an amendment to operative resolution 8.

When the draft resolution had been approved, the delegation of Venezuela read out the following footnote and requested its inclusion in the title of the draft resolution:

“Interpretive declaration requested by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for inclusion in the title of the draft resolution ‘Access to Public Information:  Strengthening Democracy.’
“The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela reiterates its declaration made in a footnote to resolution AG/RES. 2121 (XXXV-O/05) requesting that the IACHR, in the study assigned to it in operative paragraph 9 thereof, bearing in mind the right of all citizens to seek, receive, and disseminate public information, place emphasis on how states may guarantee that right to all socially and economically excluded sectors, in the framework of the principle of transparency of information, when that information is disseminated via the media and taking into account the equality of all individuals before the law.

“Along those lines, we underscore the important conclusions and reflections of the Special Meeting on the right to public information, held on April 28, 2006, within the framework of the OAS, in which it was recognized that the media were responsible for ensuring that citizens receive, without distortions of any type, information provided by the state.”

xi.
Draft resolution: Support for Renewable Energy and Energy Security in the Hemisphere (AG/doc.4614/06)


The delegation of Panama made the corresponding presentation, proposing amendments to the text of the draft resolution, including an amendment to the title, which would read:  “Support for the use of new renewable energy sources.”

Several delegations made comments and proposals regarding different paragraphs of the draft resolution, whose final consideration was postponed to the next meeting.

The meeting broke from 2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., at which time it resumed its consideration of the pending items.
xii.
Draft resolution:  Support for the Hemispheric Agenda of the Knowledge Society (AG/doc.4619/06)

The delegation of the Dominican Republic had presented the draft resolution at the first meeting of the General Committee, where it requested additional time for consultations with different delegations that had made suggestions regarding its text.


At this meeting of the General Committee, the delegation of the Dominican Republic presented the agreements that had been reached through the informal consultations, following which the draft resolution was approved without amendment.
xiii.
Draft resolution:  Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media (AG/doc.4602/06 rev.1)


The Chair of the Committee had suggested that the delegations of Venezuela, United States, and Canada consult informally regarding the draft resolution, especially in connection with the matters of maintenance of the reference to the Inter-American Democratic Charter in preambular paragraph 6 and the reference to Article 4 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter in preambular paragraph 3.


The delegation of Venezuela reported that it had made the respective informal consultations and that consensus had been reached.  The respective changes were explained by the delegation of the United States, following which the draft resolution was approved by consensus.
xiv.
Draft resolution:  Obligation of Member States to Respect the Rules and Principles of International Law Contained in the OAS Charter in order to Preserve and Strengthen Peace in the Hemisphere (AG/doc.4603/06 rev. 1)

The delegation of Venezuela reported that, as a result of informal consultations, it had been decided to retain the text of last year’s resolution, renewing the mandate given to the Permanent Council contained therein.
The delegation of the United States indicated its disagreement with the content of the resolution, as it cited erroneously different paragraphs of the OAS Charter.  For its part, the delegation of Canada also expressed its disagreement with the current content of the draft resolution and noted that, last year, it had also opposed approval of the respective resolution.  Nonetheless, it indicated that it would not oppose approval of the draft resolution if it contained the same text as last year’s resolution.  The delegation of Argentina requested that, if the proposing delegation presented this resolution on a future occasion, that it do so sufficiently in advance for its due consideration by the other delegations.  The delegation of Mexico also indicated that it would support the draft resolution but that it was unable to approve the draft until a clean text had been presented.

The delegation of the United States indicated that it would submit a footnote to the same effect as the one submitted last year.  The delegation of Brazil supported the draft resolution on the understanding that the special meeting would instruct the Permanent Council to include participation by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and the Inter-American Juridical Committee.

The delegation of Canada requested inclusion in the minutes of the same statement that it had made a year earlier on this topic, transcribed below:


"Explanation of position – delegation of Canada

We have studied with attention this draft resolution and have followed the discussions that have taken place regarding this text until now. We understand that the main purpose of this resolution is to reaffirm principles contained in the Charter of the OAS regarding sovereignty and political independence of States, the principle of non intervention and our commitment to peace and stability in the Hemisphere. 

Aside from the issue of debating if the text of the resolution is correct or not, we do not understand why there is a need for a resolution on this topic at this time. We are not aware of a situation that would make necessary the emphasis on these specific principles at the next General Assembly. Furthermore, we do not understand why that resolution should not acknowledge recent accomplishments of the Organization towards the goals of strengthening peace in the Hemisphere, most importantly the Inter-American Democratic Charter".

The draft resolution was then approved by the Committee.

xv.
Draft resolution:  Support for Renewable Energy and Energy Security in the Hemisphere (AG/doc.4614/06)

The Committee had postponed final approval of this text which, at this meeting, was finally adopted by consensus.

xvi.
Draft declaration on Haiti (AG/doc.4624/06)

The delegation of Haiti made the corresponding presentation.  The delegation of Argentina indicated that it wished to be added to the list of cosponsors of this draft resolution.  The Chair allowed additional time for informal consultations, following which, as amended, the draft resolution was approved by consensus.

The delegations of United States and The Bahamas requested to be included on the list of cosponsors of the draft declaration.
xvii.
Draft resolution:  Modernization and Automation of Electoral Systems and Processes in the Hemisphere (AG/doc.4571/06)

The Committee considered this draft resolution, which was presented by the delegation of El Salvador.  Said delegation presented changes resulting from informal consultations, indicating, inter alia, that the title of the resolution had been changed to “Modernization and Use of Electoral Technologies in the Hemisphere.”
With the inclusion of some proposals made by the delegations, the draft resolution was approved by consensus.

xviii.
Draft resolution:  Hemispheric Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons:  Conclusions and Recommendations of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons (AG/doc.4559/06)


The delegation of Mexico indicated that, through the informal consultations, a consensus text of operative paragraph 5 had been reached.  However, the delegation of Canada presented objections, and consideration of the item could not be concluded.
xix.
Draft resolution:  Water as a Fundamental Human Right (AG/doc.4584/06)

The General Committee opened consideration of this draft resolution after its presentation by the delegation of Bolivia, which reported that on June 6, it had distributed a revised version entitled “Water as a Fundamental Rights of Peoples
.”

During the consideration of the respective text, the Chair of the Committee suggested that the proposing delegation consult informally with the aim of reaching consensus and avoiding extending the discussion, particularly in view of the time and the need to conclude shortly the work of the General Committee in order to report to the plenary in timely fashion.  The delegation of Bolivia insisted that the meeting continue its consideration of the text, some delegations expressing support for this proposal.
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The Chair insisted that other items had yet to be considered and that only a few minutes remained before the close of the meeting.  He proposed reviewing the pending draft resolutions to determine whether there was agreement that would enable them to be approved immediately.

After discussion of the advisability of continuing discussion of this draft resolution without making informal consultations, the Committee continued its consideration of each paragraph thereof, advancing to its eighth preambular paragraph without being able to conclude its consideration of the text.

In view of the time, the Chair declared the meeting closed.
xx.
Draft resolution: Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms while Countering Terrorism (AG/doc.4607/06)

The Committee was unable to take up consideration of the pending points of this draft resolution.

xxi.
Draft resolution:  Situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute (AG/doc.4621/06)


The Committee was unable to take up consideration of this topic, proposed by the delegation of Mexico.

xxii.
Draft resolution:  Promotion of Labor-Sector Participation in OAS Activities (AG/doc.4626/06)

The Committee was unable to take up consideration of this topic, proposed by the delegation of Venezuela.


The meeting closed at 4:30 p.m.
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