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INFORMATION BULLETIN

1. Venue of the General Assembly:

The fortieth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) will be held from June 6 to 8, 2010, in Lima, Peru. Sessions and meetings will take place at the National Museum, located on Avenida Javier Prado Este 2465, District of San Borja.
The inaugural session will be held on Sunday, June 6, at 6:30 p.m. in the Los Incas Auditorium of the National Museum, with the participation of the President of the Republic of Peru, H.E. Alan Garcia, and the Secretary General of the OAS, H.E. Jose Miguel Insulza. Each delegation may accredit up to five (5) delegates to attend that session.

2. National General Coordination:

The National General Coordinator will be:

Ambassador Luzmila Zanabria

Chair of the Internal Committee to Organize

the Fortieth Regular Session of the General Assembly 


Email: lzanabria@xlasambleageneraloea.com
3. Hotels:


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Peru, through the National Coordinator, has selected two hotels for the heads of delegation and members of their official delegations: 


HOTEL LOS DELFINES 


Los Eucaliptos s/n San Isidro


Telephone: (51-1) 215-7000 


www.losdelfineshotel.com
	Type of room
	Rate for delegates

per night ($US)

	Superior
	220.00

	Executive
	270.00



SWISSOTEL


Via Central 150, Centro Empresarial Real, San Isidro


Telephone: (51-1) 611 4400; Fax: (51-1) 421 4360

www.swissotel.com
	Type of room
	Rate for delegates

per night ($US)

	Premier room
	180.00

	Swiss Business Advantage
	180.00

	Deluxe Superior
	210.00

	Swiss Executive
	240.00


These rates do not include the 19 percent General Sales Tax (IGV) or the 10 percent service charge. General Assembly delegates and participants may obtain an exemption from the IGV by presenting their passports.



The Government of Peru will cover the cost of three nights’ lodging exclusively for the heads of delegation from member states, with June 6, 2010, considered as their arrival date and June 9, their departure date. Additional charges, such as hotel restaurant and bar expenses, mini bar refreshments, and telephone and laundry service, will not be covered and must be paid directly to the hotel. All other delegates will have to cover their own expenses. 


Arrangements have been made to reserve a minimum of five (5) additional standard rooms per delegation at the hotel assigned to the head of delegation (by lot). To confirm the reservation of these five rooms (or fewer, if appropriate), delegations should complete the ACCOMMODATIONS AND TRAVEL INFORMATION form, which is available on the Website of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, at the following link: http://www.xlasambleageneraloea.com/documents/FORMULARIOALOJAMIENTOYDATOSDEVIAJE.doc and forward it by e-mail to:

Accommodations Committee:


Attention: Minister Daniel Roca


E-mail: droca@xlasambleageneraloea.com


Telephone: (51-1) 204 2993


Any additional requests for accommodations must be made directly with the hotel. In that case, the ACCOMMODATIONS AND TRAVEL INFORMATION form should be sent to the hotel and not to the Accommodations Committee.
Room reservations will be assigned strictly in the order in which requests are received. Hotel bills must be paid directly by each participant before departure, as is customary in the hotel industry. Reservation requests will only be confirmed if they come with a currently active credit card number and expiration date. 


Additional hotels


In addition to the hotels for the official delegations, arrangements have been made for room reservations at 5-star and 4-star hotels, which should be contacted directly. 


Basic information about each hotel can be found at: http://www.xlasambleageneraloea.com/documents/CUADROHOTELES.doc. It is recommended that delegations obtain specific information from the hotel of their choice about its payment and cancellation policies and other terms and facilities.

Reservations must be confirmed by sending the ACCOMMODATIONS AND TRAVEL INFORMATION form directly to the hotel selected.

Each participant must pay the hotel bill directly (lodging, food and drinks, and extras) prior to departure.

Information concerning each delegation’s hotel requirements must be submitted, without exception, by MAY 3, 2010. After that date, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs cannot be responsible for the number of rooms and special rates negotiated with the hotels selected for the General Assembly session, and room blocks will automatically be released.
4. Air transportation:

Delegates are advised to book their round-trip flights directly with the airlines or their travel agents as far in advance as possible.


If any head of delegation plans to arrive in Peru on a private aircraft, the National General Coordinator should be contacted sufficiently in advance, through the Airport Committee, so that the necessary procedures and facilities can be arranged.


Airport Committee

Minister Counselor Rolando Ruiz-Rosas


E-mail: rruizrosas@xlasambleageneraloea.com 


Telephone: (51-1) 204 3076

5. Luggage tags

To facilitate arrival and departure formalities in Lima, all delegations are kindly requested to use the luggage tags that the OAS will provide to them in advance.

6. Requirements for entering and leaving the country:
The Website www.xlasambleageneraloea.com provides information on visa requirements for entering Peru and on the procedures the Peruvian Government will follow to facilitate the arrival of delegates from countries where there is no Peruvian mission to process necessary visas.

An airport tax (TUUA) must be paid upon leaving the country through the “Jorge Chávez” International Airport. The tax is currently US$ 31.00, or the equivalent in nuevos soles, and is levied on all passengers.

7. Reception at the airport:
The Peruvian Government will assign a diplomatic liaison officer to each head of delegation for the period from his or her arrival in the country to the end of the General Assembly session. Officers will also be designated to meet all participants at the “Jorge Chávez” International Airport. 


The flight arrival and departure information provided by delegates and participants on the ACCOMMODATIONS AND TRAVEL INFORMATION form will be used to schedule this service. 
8. 
Transportation:

The Government of Peru will provide a vehicle for each head of delegation for the period from June 6 to 9. It will also provide collective transportation (vans or minibuses) for all delegates (a) from the airport to the official hotels selected for the event; and (b) from along the hotel circuit to the National Museum and vice versa. The schedules and routes to be covered will be published in due time on the Website www.xlasambleageneraloea.com.

8. Registration of participants:

Delegations, observers, and special guests are kindly requested to send their letters of credence and any other correspondence relating to the General Assembly to the General Secretariat of the OAS at the following address:

Office of the General Assembly Secretariat



E-mail: coordinacionag@oas.org


Fax: (202) 458-3929



17th Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W.



Washington, D.C. 20006


The registration form will be available on the Website www.oas.org/40ag as of March 31, 2010, and must be filled out and forwarded to the General Secretariat of the OAS no later than May 7, 2010, to facilitate registration activities. Late registration for official delegations will take place in Lima from June 4 to 6, 2010. Information regarding registration dates for official delegations at headquarters (Washington, D.C.) will be provided in due time.


In Lima, delegations will also be issued identification badges, which, for security reasons, must be worn for all General Assembly functions. Delegations and other participants are asked to provide a copy of their official credentials when registering.

Late registration of official delegations and the issuance of identification badges will take place as of Friday, June 4, in the Neptuno Room of Hotel Los Delfines (Av. Los Eucaliptos, s/n, San Isidro) beginning at 8:30 a.m.

9. Languages and working documents:

General Assembly sessions and meetings will be conducted in the official languages of the Organization: English, French, Spanish, and Portuguese. Simultaneous interpretation will be provided in these languages. The delegations are urged to download all General Assembly documents from the Website www.oas.org/40ag.
10. Communications:

There will be facilities at the General Assembly venue for making local, national, and international telephone calls.  
11. Security and medical assistance:

The Peruvian Government will be responsible for providing security for the heads of delegation, official delegations, and the participants in general. A comprehensive security plan for the movement of participants at the site of the event and at the hotels where they will be staying has been designed and coordinated with the National Police.

If security officers accompanying the delegations need to carry weapons, they must contact the Security Committee of the National General Coordination sufficiently in advance to ascertain the requirements, the types of weapons allowed, and procedures to be followed to obtain authorization for the temporary entry of weapons.


Security Committee

First Secretary Catherine Lovon


E-mail: clovon@xlasambleageneraloea.com 


Telephone: (51-1) 204 2982

Regarding medical assistance, the Government of Peru will provide first aid services for the delegations during meeting times. There will also be an ambulance on location at the different sites of the event. Any costs incurred must be covered by the patient. All delegates are advised to have health insurance with international coverage.

Heads of delegation, delegates, and participants who feel it would be advisable to report any dietary restrictions involving practices, customs, or health, or any physical or health conditions that require special attention or precautions, may contact and provide the pertinent information to:

Health Committee

Counselor Elizabeth Gonzalez


E-mail: egonzalez@xlasambleageneraloea.com 


Telephone: (51-1) 204 3247

12. Currency:

The Peruvian monetary unit is the nuevo sol. The average market rate as of March 8 is S.2.86 to the U.S. dollar. There are no restrictions on exchanging currency, although it is preferable to do so at hotels, banks, or any of the many currency exchanges that operate in the city. U.S. currency is generally accepted at most commercial establishments.

International credit cards are accepted by most hotels and businesses.

ATMs will be available for the delegates at the National Museum.

13. Useful information:

a. Hours:

Local banks are open from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Mondays through Fridays, and from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturdays.

Businesses (stores in general) are open from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Mondays through Saturdays (Shopping centers are even open on Sunday.).

Most government offices operate from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Mondays through Fridays.
b. Weather:
At the time of year the General Assembly meets, the average temperature in Lima is approximately 16º C (68º F).

The climate of the capital city is not rainy but it is very humid.

c. Electricity:
The electrical current is 220 volts AC and 60 cycles. Most 4- and 5-star hotels also have 110-volt outlets.

d. Local time: 

The time in Peru time is Greenwich Mean Time minus five hours (GMT-5).

e. Area Code: + (51-1).


f. Smoking restrictions

Under recent legislation, it is not permissible to smoke anywhere at the General 
Assembly venue (National Museum). A similar restriction applies in hotels and some 
restaurants and bars. 


g. Tours

The National Coordination has arranged for a travel agency to be present during the General Assembly session to assist persons interested in obtaining information or purchasing tours to other cities of Peru. Additional information can be found at the following link: http://www.xlasambleageneraloea.com/documents/INFORMACIONTURISTICA.doc

g. Health considerations
Although tap water is potable, delegations are advised not to drink it. Bottled water is recommended.

14. Additional information:

If delegations have any questions about the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, they may call (202) 458-3670 in Washington, or visit the Website www.oas.org/40ag.




Delegations may obtain documents at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/40ag" ��www.oas.org/40ag�
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