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HAITIAN DIASPORA FORUM: 

CONTRIBUTING TO A STRATEGIC PLAN FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT IN HAITI
OAS Headquarters – Washington, DC

March 21-23, 2010
INFORMATIVE BULLETIN
1. Venue 

The Haitian Diaspora Forum: Contributing to a Strategic Plan for Reconstruction and Development in Haiti will be held on March 21-23, 2009 in Washington, D.C., United States of America.  The plenary sessions will take place in the Main Building of the OAS General Secretariat, located on the corner of 17th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20006.
2. Coordination

The Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations, in cooperation with the Haitian Diaspora, will be co-organizing the event.  
For more information please contact:
Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs
Email: iklinger@oas.org, Tel.: 202-458-6072, Fax: 202-458-6319
or 
Jorge Sanín, Head, Relations with Permanent Observers and Civil Society 

E-mail: jsanin@oas.org; civilsociety@oas.org, Tel.: 202-458-6905

3. Cost of Accommodations and Transportation
Each participant will be responsible for the costs of transportation to Washington, DC as well as accommodations and stay in Washington, DC. Discounted airfare has been arranged through American Airlines (please use the following code: A87308Q).  The Department of International Affairs suggests the following hotels:  
Washington Plaza Hotel
10 Thomas Circle Northwest

Washington, DC 20005-4106

Tel: 202-842-1300
(Please mention OAS preferred rate of $226 plus tax)

Holiday Inn Rosslyn – Key Bridge 

1900 N Fort Myer Drive 

Arlington, VA 22209 

Tel: 703-807-2000

Homewood Suites by Hilton Washington
1475 Massachusetts Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20005

Tel: 202-265-8000
Hilton Alexandria Old Town 

1767 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22314 

Tel: 703-647-2014 
4.
Requirements to enter the United States 
A visa is required to enter the United States.  Visas must be requested at the US Consulate of the respective countries.  Each participant will be responsible for the costs or processes of obtaining visas.
5.
Driving distance from the airports to Washington, DC
Ronald Reagan National Airport (DCA)


15 minutes

Taxi US$18.00

Dulles International Airport (IAD)


40 minutes

Taxi US$60.00

Other transportation services, such as shuttle buses and metro lines, are available at a lower cost.  For more information, please visit: http://www.wmata.com/
6.
Weather Conditions
The weather forecast for Washington, DC during the meeting will range from the low 4(C to the high 14(C (39( and 57( F). 

7.
Power
110 watts are used in the Washington D.C.

8.
Registration of Participants

The Department of International Affairs created an online registration form that should be filled out and submitted no later than March 15, 2010 to facilitate registration procedures.  Registration will take place at the Main Building of the OAS General Secretariat located on the corner of 17th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20006 between 4:00pm and 7:00pm on March 21, 2010 and 8:00am to 10:00am on March 22, 2010.  Participants will be issued identification cards, which, for security reasons, must be displayed during the two-day event.
9.
Working Languages
The plenary sessions of the Haitian Diaspora Forum: Contributing to a Strategic Plan for Reconstruction and Development in Haiti will be conducted in the official languages of the OAS (English, French, Spanish, and Portuguese).  Workshops will be simultaneously interpreted in English and French. 
OAS – Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations (SER/DIA) - 1
OAS - Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations (SER/DIA) - 2

