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Plastrc is the worst kind of garbage lts I ght
means it can be carried hundreds .ind e ven
oj nrrles bv' ocean currents and winds Plastic

al sorts of purposes on boats, inclu-
cirng contarners artd Jrshing qear
Such items al1 have cne thinq rn

cornmon: thev re not brodegradable
Tlrat rlearrs nature lras a hard trme
breaking thern Cown

fuel and orlcontarners 1\

plastrc bags and sheeting

f ibreglass

drsposable cups, plates and

eating utensils

drirrl< bottles and other containers
srx-pacK rngs

werqh.l
thousat'ciS
lS i.r!eO.'Or

\l]' 
I

\

$j

: r.; oiii;i: i,ii,'r, ;..:: -,..u

Inboard engrnes tend to leak orl inio briges over 1ime.

erther because oJ small leaks from hoses or the en,Jrn€
ilself, or because sump oil is drained directly into the
bilge. When oilfrom engines and hydraulic systt:ms
accumulates in the bilge and s then pumped out -
whether at sea or dockside - it causes damage to reefs
and other marine lrJe. Don t use detergent to breal<

down the oilas it only causes it to srnk when the bilge
is pumped, and will harm marirre lrf e on the seabed

Ships running aground ptovide
thp hrocrpst notential rrsl< oi ma-
rrne pollution, wher mass've
quantities of orl, , nt.1. arrd
other contaminants are reletsed
directl;i into the ocean. Most
Pacifrc lsland countries do not
have adequate equlpment or
trainrnq to cope with an oil spill.

Muny beaches .rnd reefs ar€ streinrrr with marine and
other debris, includrng glass bcttles. tin cans, tyres,
linlri hrrlhq r'ld <hno: hn<nri:lr^r:cto(:nd (- ,-,0 Ofl. ltTlc'l9ltr€
your reaction iJ you travelled thousands of miles to visit
a "prrstine" tropical Pacrfic rsland, only to find it
covered with oarbaqe.

Jishing nets and monof ilanrent line

ropes and twines
lightsticks used in longline fishing
plastic and styrof oam JIoats
l-..;+ l- ^.,.+-.^^;-^uort 
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Wtrat happens to the
garbage and oil you dump
overboard?
a Sea turtles often mistake plastic bags and balloons

for one of their favourite foods - jellyf ish. When they
do, they die a slow and painful death because their
gut becomes blocked.

. Marine animals such as whales, sharks and dolphins
see garbage such as bait box straps and six-pack
packaging rings as an item of curiosity and become
tangled up or strangled to death as a result of "play-

r Seabirds eat small plastic pellets and bits of styrofoam
mistaking them for food such as small fish ot squid,
which can then cause the birds to die.

r rish, turtles, and other marine animals can get entan-
gled in derelict fishing gear such as gill nets; this gear
can continue to catch fish many years after being lost
or discarded.

o Marine animals that encounter nets and other fishing
gear may drown, lose their ability to catch food, and
be more susceptible to disease and predators.

o Seabirds that get covered in oil often die because
when they try to clean themselves they ingest some
of the oil, which poisons their liver, kidneys, and intes-
tinal tracts. The oil also destroys the insulating and
waterproofing properties of their feathers.

o 0il can destroy seagrass beds, mangroves, corals,
crustaceans (crabs and lobsters), molluscs (giant
clams and trochus), and other reef organisms by
smothering them and cutting off light and oxygen
necessary for their survival.

Ttre garbage you throw
overboard may ruin your
boat or cost someone
else their life
. ltems such as rope, fishing line, and plastic bags can

easily get tangled around boat propellers and block
cooling water intakes, causing maior d,amag€ and
expensive repairs to vessels. With no wo-rking engine
a boat and its passengers rnay drfr about in ihe sea

with no hope of rescue.

A number of Pacific lslands have signed an international
agreement (the International Convention for the Preven-
tion of Pollution from Ships - MARPoL ll/t$. This Con-
vention lays down three basic rules:

o Do not discharge oil or oily mixtures into the sea.
. Do not throw plastic products into the sea.
o Do not throw garbage overboard within tz nautical

miles of the nearest land or reef.

A, ,.rponrible members of the international community,
Pacif ic lsland countries support these international laws
and some are now implementing national legislation
based on these pollution regulations. The Secretariat of
the Pacific Community and the South Pacific Regional
Environment Programme are assisting countries in put-
ting these laws in place.
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M.ny items of marine debris, especially plastics, The thoughtless disposal of garbage
and oil from vessels is bad because
it can:

kill fish, sea turtles, dugongs, corals, invertebrates
and other marine species;

spoil the appearance of beaches, mangroves and
reef flats for both tourists and local people;

block cooling water intakes, which can damage
boat engines, resulting in costly repairs; and

foul propellers and disable vessels.

It's up to each fisherman and boat
owner to take responsibility for
making sure his vessel does not
pollute.

This can be done by making sure:

o crew and passengers know that throwing trash
overboard is wrong and against the law

o notices are displayed onboard that explain how
and where garbage should be disposed of

r plastic trash is separated from other garbage and
disposed of properly, giving special attention to
six-pack rings, bait bands and other garbage
with the potential to strangle marine animals

r a drip pan is fitted under the engine rather than
letting oil leak directly into the bilge

I oil absorption materials are also placed in the bilge
to absorb all oils and fuel

. oil leaks are fixed before they drip into the bilge
r old engine oil is transferred into a container

and properly disposed of on shore

o detergent is not used to clean up oil in the bilge
(this only disperses it more)

take a long time to break down and may be
lying around our beaches and reefs for many
hundreds of years.
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