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NETWORK NEWS:
PILN Soundbites: PILN Soundbites are a monthly issue of network and other news around the region focusing on invasive species management and biodiversity conservation. All issues of the PILN Soundbites will continue to be available on the PILN Webpage found on the SPREP website: www.sprep.org/piln. We are still in the progress of updating and redesigning the PILN Webpage to accommodate all the new information and materials as promised. We expect to have this all sorted out within the next couple of weeks so please bear with us. Please feel free to share this Soundbite with your fellow colleagues and networks that may also find this information of interest.
Your continued contributions and inputs to the Soundbites is as always welcome and as there have been some changes to the Soundbites original style, format and content your comments are greatly appreciated. Soundbites have traditionally been sent as a text Email and not as an attachment and as these grow in length of information with more and more links to other information please let us know if you still prefer this format email some of your thoughts, comments and suggestions to: markb@sprep.org or piln@sprep.org.
Thank you.
PILN 2009 Network Meeting: Funding is being sought to support our next Network meeting targeted at present for the last quarter of this year. We are currently looking at venue options and costs to hold this important meeting and as it is not likely we will be able to fund the same number of participants as in the past we encourage all countries, teams and organizations to allocate appropriate funding for their participation in the meeting.

As always we would wish to make the best of this opportunity and therefore would like to ask everyone for any comments and suggestions on location, venue, content, field trips, etc. We ask if any team and/or country wishes to host this meeting please lets us know no later than the next PILN Soundbites due February 26, 2009. Should no countries or teams be able to host such a meeting then we will continue to make plans for a centralized regional location in order to reduce costs. Please remember that PILN is a participant-driven network and therefore your input is invaluable.
MEETING/CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS/NEWS:

Vertebrate Pest Management Conference Announcement: The 7th European Vertebrate Pest Management Conference (7EVPMC) will be held in Lyon, France from September 8th, 2009 to September 12th.

The European Vertebrate Pest Management Conference is a biennial meeting aiming at gathering people from different backgrounds interested in the issues of vertebrate pest management. The former meetings have been held so far in York, United Kingdom (1997), Braunschweig, Germany (1999), SeKibbutz Ma'aleh Hachamisha, Israel (2001), Parma, Italy (2003) Budapest, Hungary (2005) and Reading, United Kingdom (2007). The 7EVPMC website is now open online for registration, abstract submission and to contact us at http://7evpmc.vet-lyon.fr/
CALL FOR PAPERS: We are now accepting abstracts for this meeting. Only electronic submission on the web site will be considered for either poster or oral presentations in the following topics: 

· Fundamental Biology

· Behaviour

· Population Management

· Habitat Management

· Integrated Pest Management

· Environmental Impacts and Ecotoxicology

· Rodenticide Resistance

· Invasive species

· Zoonoses (epidemiology, risk assessment)

Please follow the requirements specified on the web site. The deadline for submission is April 30th, 2009. Authors will be notified of acceptance/rejection by June 30th, 2009.

Pacific Island Community Based Conservation Course (PICCC) is a three-phase course (learn, implement, reflect) run over several months which provides conservation practitioners with skills, information and experience in community-based conservation. (15th June- 3rd July) PICCC will be held at the University of the South Pacific in Fiji. The deadline for this course is March 27 2009. For further information please contact:

Ana Tiraa

SPREP, PO Box 240, Apia Samoa

Email: anat@sprep.org
Phone: (685) 66276

Island Species –Led Action Course Fiji, 6-15 July 2009
From: Dr. Jill Key Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust International Training Centre: A course for island species conservation practitioners and educators is planned to be held in Fiji July 6-15, 2009. A course flyer is available at www.sprep.org/piln. Application forms are available at: www.durrell.org/Conservation/Training. The deadline for this course is 27, March 2009. For further information please contact:
Dr Jill Key

Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust

International Training Centre
Extension 050

Mobile 07829 804 509

Email: jill.key@durrell.org 

Sixth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions: Portland State University, Portland, Oregon USA August 24-27, 2009 Conference Theme: Marine Bioinvaders: Agents of Change in a Changing World

Call for Abstracts: The Sixth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions will be held at Portland State University (Oregon, USA) from 24-27 August 2009. Entitled "Marine Bioinvaders: Agents of Change in a Changing World", the conference organizers encourage you to submit abstract to any of the following general themes:
1) Ecological and evolutionary impacts

2) How changing global conditions, including climate, will influence bioinvasions

3) Predicting the scale and diversity of invasions

4) Measuring and/or predicting spread on regional and global scales

5) Invasion patterns over time and space: does the past predict the future?

6) Detection, identification, and tracking-to-origin capabilities

7) Management, rapid response, eradication, and restoration

8) Recreational vessels as vectors of invasive species

9) Education and outreach: is the message reaching the right audience?
Special sessions for invited presenters include:

A) Advances in detection - with a focus on the development of molecular tools for detection and monitoring

B) Green crab management and ecology

C) Lionfish - causes of invasion, consequences, solutions

D) Propagule Pressure

Please note abstracts can be submitted at the conference website http://www.clr.pdx.edu/mbic/ until 31 March 2009. If you are an early-career participant (graduate student nearing completion or post-doctoral researcher) and would like your abstract to be considered for a travel award please indicate so on your abstract submission form. At present, we can offer partial support ~ approximately $500 USD. Because some awards are region-specific, don't forget to indicate the country in which you work. Please feel free to distribute this to interested colleagues and students. Conference announcement suitable for posting can be found here: http://www.clr.pdx.edu/mbic/mbic_announcement.pdf. We look forward to an informative conference!
International Workshop on Biological Control of Invasive Species affecting Pacific Island Forests, Agriculture and the Environment: - Change of Date

Originally targeted for early April 2009 in Nadi, Fiji, the meeting is now being planned for August 2009, at the same location. A small sub-group of PILN partners continues to work on the funding and agenda for this workshop in response to a request from participants at the 2007 PILN Network Meeting in Moorea. We intend to bring together biological control practitioners and decision makers from throughout the Pacific Region with an interest in biological control of invasive species on Pacific Islands. The objectives of the workshop are to:
· Review biological control activities in the Pacific to date

· Increase support for and communication about the use of biological control
· Identify capacity gaps (staffing and infrastructure) and other barriers to biological control
· Develop a plan for increasing the use of biological control as a means of managing widespread invasive species in the Pacific Islands
· Identify potential funding sources for regional approaches.
As funds are limited, attendance has been capped at 50 and is therefore by invitation. Others interested in attending (if funds permit), or receiving the proceedings of the workshop, or being involved in any subsequent activities or communication should contact one of the following: Warea Orapa– WareaO@spc.int; Lynley Hayes- HayesL@Landcareresearch.co.nz; Anne Marie LaRosa– alarosa@fs.fes.us; or Mark Bonin– Markb@sprep.org 
Brown Tree snake Rapid Response Team training courses spring 2009: The USGS is proposing the following courses for the Brown Tree snake Rapid Response Team training spring 2009. Courses are held on Guam and include extensive field work and snake handling activities. Courses are designed for Pacific region agencies and groups with bio-security and/or environmental resource roles but are open to all interested parties.
Brown Tree Snake Rapid Response Team training courses spring 2009

· Full length training for new team members: March 2-20 (preferred)
· Full length training for new team members: April 27 – May 15 (replacement or additional training course dates if warranted)
· Refresher training for current team members: March 31-April 14. This will be an open enrollment course with attendees expect to attend training for a minimum of 3 days/nights (preferably 5 days/nights) during the proposed time frame.  There will be no training on Sunday April 12. It is likely that the training on April 13 and 14 will occur on Saipan as part of a larger effort to detect snakes there.

· Additional courses can be offered during the summer and/or fall if requested

To confirm attendance or for additional information contact the Rapid Response Team Coordinator, James Stanford. There are no official closing dates for the courses, but a timely response is appreciated (notification at least 1 month prior to the course of interest is recommended). Please feel free to pass this information on to other potentially interested parties. For further information please contact:

Mr. James Stanford

USGS

Brown Tree Snake Project

Rapid Response Team Coordinator/Biologist

Guam National Wildlife Refuge

Office: 671-355-4015
Fax: 671-355-4016

Cell: 671-777-4477

Email: james_stanford@usgs.gov
Annual Brown Tree snake Working Group Technical Meeting 15, 16, &17 April 2009 Saipan, CNMI
The annual Brown Tree snake Working Group meetings are intended to be a forum for the exchange of ideas and information related to this pest species and its control. The meeting is open to the general public. Individuals and entities working on brown tree snake control, interdiction, research, and policy are encouraged to participate in the meeting. The submission of abstracts for oral presentations related to new research results, management issues, public education or policy updates are welcomed.

Individuals and entities working on related topics are invited to participate or present information at the meeting. Examples of related topics are: invasive species, introduced reptiles and amphibians, public education, economics of invasive species, terrestrial vertebrate conservation in the Mariana Islands, island conservation. We tentatively propose to devote two days to covering topics directly related to BTS issues, and one day to general conservation in the Mariana Islands. This can be adjusted based on responses to the call for abstracts, and input from members of the Working Group.

SOLICITATION FOR ABSTRACTS: All interested parties are invited to submit abstracts of 300 words or less of descriptive text related to the topics discussed above by 27 Feb, 2009 via e-mail to Karl Buermeyer (Karl_Buermeyer@fws.gov ). Presentations should be fifteen minutes in length with five minutes for questions. Please indicate if additional time might be needed for presentations, and if internet access will be required. If possible, accommodations for additional time will be made.

AGENCY UPDATES: Time will be allocated during the meeting for agency representatives on the Brown Tree Snake Working Group to provide a general overview of efforts related to brown tree snake control and research since the annual meeting in Honolulu in 2008. The specific format of agency updates will determined in the coming weeks.

ACCOMMODATIONS / FURTHER DETAILS ON MEETING LOCATION: We are currently getting bids for a meeting facility on Saipan at the Federal per diem rate. We will be sending an update regarding meeting accommodations shortly.

The Brown Tree snake Working Group (BTS WG) has two meetings annually.

A general two to three day technical meeting (40 - 60 participants) is typically held each spring. The public and all individuals involved with brown tree snake control, interdiction, research, policy, and related issues are invited to attend and participate in this meeting. The format of this meeting is 15 to 30 minute presentations that are organized thematically.

A two-to-three day working meeting (20 participants or less) for agency representatives of the BTS WG is scheduled to occur in October or November. This meeting is intended to be a forum where representatives from BTS WG member agencies can discuss current issues early in the Federal fiscal year. The fall 2009 meeting will be held in the Washington, DC area.

Contact Karl Buermeyer (Karl_Buermeyer@fws.gov) for further information.

Karl Buermeyer

Fish and Wildlife Biologist, Invasive Species Division

US Fish and Wildlife Service, Pacific Islands Office

300 Ala Moana Blvd., Room 3-122

PO Box 50088

Honolulu, HI, 96817

(808) 792-9428 Office Phone

(808) 792-9581 Fax
2nd Regional Miconia Conference May 4-7 2009 Maui, Hawaii
From Pat Billy TNC Hawaii (pbily@TNC.ORG): For any PILN/ PII/ PIP members that deal with Miconia. Please note that there are already speakers coming from Tahiti, New Caledonia, and Australia. As Maui has been undertaking the most intense effort to control what Hawaii considers to be its worst pest plant, it is an appropriate site for this 2nd International Miconia Conference; the 1st conference took place in Tahiti in the late 1990's. A flyer and draft program, are available upon request otherwise refer and link to website: http://www.hear.org/conferences/miconia2009/
It is hoped that there is interest from fellow PILN/ PII/ PIP members that are facing this same problem. Regardless, we will be happy to send out the conference proceedings to those interested after the event and when available.
Pacific Maritime Watch News: In March, people from the Pacific region will come together in Fiji to undergo three weeks of training on different methods that will help protect our Oceans. Organized by the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) with funding from the International Maritime Organization (IMO) the training will address the improper dumping of spoilt cargo from ships, garbage and bulky wastes from ships, carbon dioxide capture and storage in sub-seabed geological formations and ocean fertilization in the context of the international legal framework “Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, 1972 (London Convention) and its 1996 Protocol (London Protocol)” guidelines mirrored in the regional framework “Noumea (SPREP) Convention and its Protocols” in the London Convention/Protocols Workshop and the import of invasive marine species through the “International Convention for Ballast Water Management (Ballast Water Convention)” in the Ballast Water Management Workshop and the Port Biological Baseline Survey Training.
The first workshop, London Convention/Protocol Workshop held over 3days from the 4-6 March is in partnership with the Technical Co-operation and Assistance Programme established under the London Convention and Protocol using funds provided by the Government of Australia, is aimed to sensitize relevant authorities on implications of ratifying, implementing and enforcing the London Convention and Protocol, and to identify further capacity-building issues in the Region. The training will also include LC/LP guidelines that will address dumping of spoilt cargo from ships, garbage and bulky wastes from ships, carbon dioxide capture and storage in sub-seabed geological formations and ocean fertilization.

The second workshop, Ballast Water Management Workshop held over 4days from the 9-12 March is in partnership with the GEF-UNDP-IMO GloBallast Partnership project, is an introductory one for personnel having different skills, knowledge and experience in ballast water related issues. The objective of the course is to provide a common set of knowledge and skills to all participants to enable them to take appropriate action in their various capacities with a view towards promoting uniform implementation of the BWM Convention. An additional objective of the training is to build the necessary capacity in the region to offer similar training to a wide range of stakeholders at national and regional level. It is expected that the course will also provide the “train-the-trainer” opportunity and provide the trainee with the necessary skills and knowledge to organize and deliver national level introductory training on ballast water management, thus resulting in a multiplier / cascading effect.
The third workshop, Port Biological Baseline Survey workshop held over 4days from the 13-17 March is to provide the theory and practical training for how to plan and conduct a port biological baseline survey (PBBS) for introduced marine pests using standardized protocols developed by the GloBallast Partnership (GBP) in association with NIWA.

It is expected that these courses will have a significant impact on the obligation to meet with international & regional regulations for the protection of the Marine Environment in the region.

In all, 32 Pacific islanders will undergo the three weeks of training to be held in Suva, Fiji from the 4th – 17th March. For more information please contact:
Anthony Talouli 

Marine Pollution Adviser
Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environmental Programme (SPREP)
P:+685 21929 ext243; M:7221906 F:+685 20231
Email: anthonyt@sprep.org ; web: www.sprep.org
NEWS FROM PARTNERS/OTHERS: 
From Souad Boudjelas Programme Manager Pacific Invasives Initiative (PII): Resource kit for rodent and cat eradication projects

PII has just received funding from The David and Lucile Packard Foundation to develop capacity for invasive species management in the Pacific. A major component of the project will be development of a resource kit for rodent and cat eradication projects. This will be a practical guide to assist agencies and practitioners assess, plan and implement rodent and cat eradication projects.

Development of the resource kit will involve collecting and synthesising good practice information from island eradications around the world into a kit covering project management from planning to implementation. The resource kit will not be a recipe book, so along with the kit, PII will also be developing a programme to train users in how to use the information in the kit. The kit will be prepared in modules, with general eradication methodology as the core and add-ins for specific issues. The initial work will focus on rodents (Pacific, black, brown and Asian rats, and mice) and cats. Other potential target species can be included later.

The kit will be prepared with input from a team of specialists and will be peer reviewed. To ensure that the material is suitable, we plan to establish a reference group made up of practitioners in the Pacific to get feedback as the kit progresses. As many eradications will occur on populated islands, community engagement will be an important section of the kit.

PII has been planning a resource kit for Pacific agencies and practitioners for a while now, so it’s great that the Packard Foundation has recognized the value of such a resource and PII is grateful for their support.
From: Barry Rice (brice@ucdavis.edu ): News from the Global Invasive Species Team of The Nature Conservancy (TNC)
GIST closing shop: As a result of the budget cutbacks announced this week, TNC’s Global Invasive Species Team is being disbanded and will close down much of its work over the next few weeks and months. Fortunately, our Forest Health work focused on preventing and containing forest pests and pathogens is fully funded and will continue. In addition, many TNC state and country program staff who work on invasive species and make up our extended Team will continue their work. Over the next few weeks we hope to modify our communications network to ensure that the folks who continue to work on invasive species across the Conservancy can communicate, share information and work together.

For now the Forest Health group will remain in the Conservation Strategies Division and the core staff involved can be reached as follows: Frank Lowenstein: flowenstein@tnc.org Faith Campbell: fcampbell@tnc.org  Leigh Greenwood: lgreenwood@tnc.org 
John Randall is slated to remain with the Conservation Strategies Division until mid-August, 2009 and can be reached at jrandall@tnc.org or jarandall@ucdavis.edu .

Other core GIST staff positions will end within the next 1-8 weeks. Contact information for some of these folks are: Stas Burgiel: sburgiel@tnc.org , sburgiel@gmail.com Barry Rice: brice@tnc.org , barry@sarracenia.com Mandy Tu: imtu@tnc.org , physo.carpus@verizon.net Valerie Vartanian: vvartanian@tnc.org , vvartanian@earthlink.net 
It has been FABULOUS working with you guys!!!!!

Sent by Faith T. Campbell of the forest mini-team

From Stas Burgiel TNC Senior Policy Advisor: In light of the current fiscal climate, the Nature Conservancy has had to make some budgetary cuts and organizational realignments. As a consequence, my position as been eliminated and my last day will be tomorrow, Friday 20 February. It has been great working with you and given the size of the conservation community, it's likely that our paths will cross again. For the future, please feel free to contact me at sburgiel@gmail.com.
From PILN Interim Coordinator: PILN extends its deepest appreciation to Stas and all the GIST Team for all their hard work and efforts on conservation isssues in the pacific and especially on your wonderful support to the PILN Networkover the last several years. We sincerely hope you all will be able to continue your good work within the Pacific Region and wish you the best in all your future endevours.
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:
The sixth IABIN Invasive Species Thematic Network (I3N) Request for Proposals (RfP) is available on the I3N homepage, both in English and Spanish, to digitize INVASIVE SPECIES data. In this final RFP, I3N has particular interest in receiving proposals from small countries that have not previously received content grants. Please note that the new deadline for submitting proposals is 5 March, 2009. We would appreciate your sending the RfPs to interested organizations.

For questions, please contact Rita Besana (rbesana@iabin.net ) or Christine Fournier (cfournie@usgs.gov)

AVAILABLE NEWSLETTERS/REPORTS: The following newsletters are also available as a PDF through PILN upon request and also at the PILN webpage found at www.sprep.org: 
1. Global 500: Environmental Forum [UNEP] Winter 2009 Newsletter
2. MPA News Vol. 10 No. 7 February 2009: International News and Analysis on Marine Protected Areas.
3. CTA Brussels Newsletter: You can find an html version of this newsletter here: http://brussels.cta.int/newsletter/newsletter_20090212_EN.html
4. PII Newsletter February 2009
5. IPM CRSP Annual Report: Phase  III 2007-2008 http://www.oired.vt.edu/ipmcrsp/communications/annrepts/annrep08/IPM%20CRSP%20Annual%20Report%20FY2008.pdf
INTERSTING LINKS/WEBSITES:
From Ramsar Forum: New Website Dear Colleagues:

Paul Erftemeijer, Curtis Kruer and I are pleased to announce the availability of a new web site with information on seagrass meadow ecology, management and restoration, www.seagrassrestorationnow.com. We are soliciting other papers to include on the site's available papers for download, and links to other similar web sites. We welcome your participation, comments and questions. We would also remind everyone that we also have a similar web site on mangrove forest ecology, management and restoration, www.mangroverestoration.com. For more information contact

Short Lag Times for Invasive Tropical Plants: Evidence from Experimental Plantings in Hawaii A thought provoking paper by Curtis Daehler, brought to my attention by Dennis Hansen: http://dx.plos.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0004462
From Jill Key Durrell Wildlife Trust: Useful information from the Tropical Biology Association:
Scientific writing guidelines
http://www.tropical-biology.org/admin/documents/pdf_files/Skills_series/Scientific%20Writing_FINAL.pdf
Fundraising guidelines
http://www.tropical-biology.org/admin/documents/pdf_files/Skills_series/Fundraising%20_FINAL.pdf
From SPREP IRC & Library:
SPREP Fact Sheets: They can be accessed from http://www.sprep.org/factsheets/index.htm 
Noted in the PEIN Digest: [http://www.sprep.org/publication/Digest.asp], the following environment related articles in this months Islands Business. February
ENVIRONMENT: MIXED REACTIONS TO BUSH’S BLUE LEGACY Islands Business - 10 February 2009. Two years after he designated what was then the world’s largest marine reserve around the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, President George W. Bush fostered the expectation that his “Blue Legacy” would include an even bigger one designated just before he left office. In August, he asked the various US government agencies and environmental and scientific organizations to examine just how far offshore should waters around 11 Pacific islands be protected from fishing and mining and turned into marine national monuments. Marine scientists, environmentalists and New York Times editorialists urged him to protect the entire exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) off each island, which would have totaled 2.2 million sq km. That would have superseded not only the Papah’naumoku’kea Marine National Monument in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands (360,000 sq km) and the Phoenix Islands Protected Area (410,000 sq km), but even the two high-seas pockets north of the Solomon islands and Papua New Guinea, which are scheduled for fishing closure in 2010 by signatories of the Parties to the Nauru Agreement and total 1.46 million sq km. Australia’s government is examining a proposal to turn the lightly fished Coral Sea part of its EEZ, off the Great Barrier Reef, into a 357,000 sq km no-take reserve this year.) Instead, Bush closed just 295,000 sq km of ocean, creating seven no-take zones that mostly go out from shore only 50 nautical miles (92 km) instead of the 200 nautical miles (370 km) in every direction that makes up the entire EEZ of an island. He also designated a largely symbolic monument around the Marianas Trench. The measures, while applauded by environmentalists, led some to vow to take the proposal to the next administration...more 

ENVIRONMENT: TAKESY FULL OF OPTIMISM FOR THE FUTURE Islands Business - 10 February 2009. As many of you know, this will be my final director’s column. Please allow me a few last observations as director on the state of the Pacific’s environment. During the six years of the column, I have addressed both challenges to and successes of the environment of the Pacific islands region. Unfortunately, there always are more of the former than the latter—something that is unlikely to change in the years to come. Still, I leave SPREP with a great deal of optimism for the future of the region’s environment. In the Pacific, we are home to some of the most vulnerable areas in the world. Yet we also have one of the richest traditions of sound environmental stewardship to draw upon. The challenges we face are enormous: marine pollution, solid waste disposal, loss of biodiversity, to name but a few. These are daunting, but our ancestors have overcome similar threats countless times in the past. Of course, one issue is different: climate change. Never before has the continued survival of our nations and peoples been threatened so dramatically by an environmental threat that we are powerless as a region to combat alone... more
ENVIRONMENT: FEARS AND HOPES OF THE ISLANDS Islands Business - 10 February 2009. Just as some islands of the Pacific fear about going under in the face of rising sea level, most of these islands fought long and hard against their voices being drowned amidst the noises of promises and trade offs when the world met in Europe for negotiations over climate change. At stake for the 192 members of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is a new international agreement on reducing carbon emissions that needs to be signed and ready when the current treaty, the Kyoto Protocol, expires in 2012. For 22% of UNFCCC members however, the stakes are much higher; having their small islands swarmed by the encroaching ocean is no longer a question of whether it will happen but when this will take place...more 
For the Francophone Members / Pour uos membres francophones:

Nouveau site Internet dédié aux espèces exotiques envahissantes dans les territoires d'outre-mer / [New web site on invasives in French overseas territories (in French)]
Le Comité français de l'UICN lance un site Internet entièrement dédié aux espèces exotiques envahissantes en outre-mer. Ce site rassemble des données réunies grâce à un réseau de plus de 100 experts et personnes ressources et l’appui de 12 coordinateurs locaux. Ce nouvel outil permet l’accès à de nombreuses informations scientifiques, techniques et juridiques sur ces espèces et sur les stratégies pour mieux les gérer. Le site rassemble notamment :- une base de données munie d’un moteur de recherche permettant l’accès à des informations sur plus de 600 espèces introduites en outre-mer,- une base bibliographique recensant près de 400 références sur le sujet,- un accès direct aux textes de réglementations nationales et une liste des réglementations locales,- de nombreux outils et documents disponibles en téléchargement (guides pratiques, brochures, protocoles, stratégies…),- une série de liens Internet utiles,- et de nombreux contacts d’experts et personnes ressources dans toutes les collectivités d’outre-mer. Rendez-vous sur: www.especes-envahissantes-outremer.fr Ce site Internet constituera un outil dynamique, pérenne et mis à jour régulièrement. Nous comptons sur la contribution de chacun pour l’alimenter avec tout document ou information utile.

Yohann Soubeyran et Florian Kirchner UICN Comité français 26, rue Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire 75005 Paris – France Tel. 01 40 79 48 09 Fax. 01 47 07 71 78 florian.kirchner@uicn.fr www.uicn.fr
Nouvelle liste de distribution consacrée à l'actualité des espèces exotiques envahissantes en outre-mer / [New distribution list on invasives in French overseas territories]
Pour vous inscrire sur cette liste ou pour nous faire part d’informations ou de documents pour le site, envoyez un mail à: Yohann Soubeyran Chargé de projet "Espèces envahissantes d’outre-mer"yohann.soubeyran@uicn.fr
Nouveau livre sur les plantes envahissantes de Nouvelle-Calédonie / [New book on invasive plants of pasture in New Caledonia (in French)]
Plantes envahissantes et à conflit d'intérêt des pâturages de Nouvelle-Calédonie V. Blanfort, F. Desmoulins, T. Le Bourgeois & R. Guiglion 2008. Publié par et disponible de l'Institut Agronomique Néo-calédonien, Port-Laguerre, BP73, 98890 Paita, Nouméa, 206 pp.

Contenu: un guide photographique de reconnaissance et d'information des principales plantes envahissantes des pâturages; un chapitre sur le contexte écologique des pâturages et ses mauvaises herbes; une partie sur les herbicides et leur emploi.

Includes: a photographic identification guide with information on the main plant invaders of pastures; a chapter on the ecological context of pastures and their weeds; a section on herbicides and their use.
The horticultural industry as a vector of alien snails and slugs: widespread invasions in Hawaii - International Journal of Pest Management
FYI: http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~content=a904795440~db=all~order=page
COUNTRY ACTIVITIES/ACTION PLANS: Not all teams and their achievements and or plans are included here and for those missed out it just means I failed to catch up with you in time, so apologies and please give us some news for the next issues.

PALAU: For further information on any of these items, please contact Dr. Joel Miles, National Invasive Species Coordinator, nisc@palaunet.com
Animal Census Begins: February 9, 2009-How many pet monkeys are there in Palau? How many have escaped, and where are they? How many dogs, cats, pigs, and chickens are there? What other animals do people keep as pets? These and other questions will be answered by the “Palau Animal Census” begun today in Ngermid Hamlet in Koror State. The census is a joint project of the Bureau of Agriculture (BOA) and Palau Conservation Society (PCS), with the support of the Koror State Sanitation and Animal Control Division, and the Palau Animal Welfare Society (PAWS). Funding support for the census is being provided by the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund of Conservational International. The main objective of the census is to locate all pet monkeys in Palau, but information will also be gathered about other animals. This information on the location and numbers of monkeys and other animals in Palau will help us better understand their impact on the environment, public health, our food supply, tourism, and the economy.

The census is being conducted by two PCC interns, Ms. Ngedikes Benedict, and Mr. Ngirbechat Arsenio, working under the supervision of Dr. Joel Miles at the BOA. These two young people have the responsibility to visit every house, business, and office in the entire country, to find the answers to the questions above. The census will be completed by the middle of May this year.

Once the census has been completed, the same organizations will conduct a free sterilization project for all pet monkeys, to ensure that they are not capable of reproducing. It is common knowledge in Palau that monkeys have caused serious socio-economic and environmental damage to the island of Angaur, where they were introduced in the early 1900’s. Sterilizing pet monkeys outside Angaur will ensure that similar damage does not happen to the rest of Palau.

The census is one of the first steps in a long-term effort of the National Invasive Species Committee (NISC) which will eventually remove all wild monkeys from the island of Angaur. Removal of the monkeys will enable the economy and environment of the island to be restored. The members of the NISC are working with the government and people of Angaur State to accomplish this long term goal.

The BOA requests cooperation from all residents of Palau: the one-page interview form will take less than five minutes to complete, and the information being gathered is of great importance to the economy and environment, as well as to the health of all the people of Palau. All pet owners rest assured: your pet animal will not be harmed or taken away as a result of the census.
FIJI:
An eradication of pacific rat (Rattus exulans) was conducted by the BirdLife International Fiji programme in July 2007. PestOff 20R Brodifacoum cereal pellets were hand broadcast over the 3.2ha Mabualau island (7km off the South East coast of Viti Levu – Fiji’s main island) in two applications of 13kg/ha. Six months on an initial assessment of the operation success has been positive with tracking tunnels, traps, and wax tags revealing no evidence of rats. Hosting significant seabird populations in excess of 20,000 roosting black noddies and smaller numbers of lesser frigate bird and breeding colonies of red footed boobies, and crested terns the island is likely to be recognized under BirdLife International criteria as an Internationally Important Bird Area. Monitoring for seabirds and other biological indicators has been established and although too early to determine a response to the removal of rats anecdotally, a notable increase in skink spp has been observed on the island. With the support of regional Partners PII and PILN, Mabualau, is the result of an ongoing programme for BirdLife Fiji of removing introduced predators from seabird islands, initiated with the successful eradication of rats from Vatu-i-ra in 2006.

For more information contact Elenoa Seniloli at: seniloli@birdlifepacific.org.fj 

Please let me have details of any work and/or actions you are planning and would like to include in next months posting. Also your comments and suggestions on the Soundbites are always welcome.
SOIFUA



PILN SOUNDBITES FEBRUARY 2009











