Plastic bag facts

« Plastic bags can last up to Tl f h
1,000 years in the pS ors Opplng
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baskets, boxes, or “green” bags
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the amount of petroleum used transporting foo
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die each year from plastic ifferent stores
debris including plastic bags “ Reuse bags for storage of food or clo
« Dispose of any plastic bags thoughtft
% Governments, businesses and that they do not end up at litter
community groups around the
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plastic bag usage in your store by asl
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« The easiest way to reduce the
number of plastic bags is to
use an alternative, the next
time you go shopping, take
your own bag

Degradable bags
Degradable bags are a useful alternative to plastic bags, however, they still use valua
resources and contribute to environmental waste.

Degradable bags can break down into their compound materials, or degrade through |
and heat into smaller pieces of plastic.

The times taken and conditions required for breakdown depend on the design and
composition of the plastic.

However, degradable bags require “ideal” conditions to break down efficiently and car
introduce toxins and small plastic pieces into the environment.

Paper bags

Both paper and plastic bags produce more greenhouse gases than reusable bags. Pa
bags take more energy to manufacture than plastic bags and can’t be reused as often
However, they break down faster and do not pose as serious a risk to marine life as p
bags do.

The best option to reduce plastic bags is to say “no thankyou!!” when you go shoppinc¢
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