First Meeting of the (Interim) Emergency Response Regional   Advisory Group (E-RAG) and Pollution Regional Advisory Group (P-RAG): Tehran 13-15 October 2004

DRAFT AGENDA

Wednesday13 October 2004
0830-0900
Registration

0900-1030
Session1:  Welcome addresses, opening remarks and adoption of Agenda
· Introductory Remarks by Interim P-RAG & E-RAG Secretariat
· Introductory Statements by Participants
· Selection of Morning Session Facilitator & Co-Facilitator
· Selection of Meeting Reporter
· Adoption of Agenda

1030-1045
Coffee/Tea Break

1045-1300
Session2:  Mechanisms for Selection of E-RAG & P-RAG Chairpersons; Hosting; Working Arrangements; RAGS TOR & SAP

· Discussion on mechanisms of Chairperson Selection Procedures and Hosting Arrangements : Participants
· Discussion on RAGs Working Mechanism and TORs
Objective of this session is to discuss and decide an appropriate mechanism for selection of RAGs chairmanships, working mechanism, hosting arrangements, general   TOR with particular reference to P-RAG and E-RAG

1300-1400
Lunch break
1400-1515
Session3:  On Going Activities in Caspian Countries in Connection to ER
· Selection of Afternoon Session Facilitator & Co-Facilitator
· ER National Reports  as per Annex-A of this Agenda
· Azerbaijan Republic

· Islamic Republic of Iran

· Kazakhstan 

· Russian Federation

· Turkmenistan
Objective of this session is to provide updated information on national activities and initiatives with regards to Emergency Response in the Caspian Sea

1515-1530
Coffee/Tea Break

1530-1700 Session 4: ER-RAG Future activities

· Strategic Action Programme for the Caspian Sea and its Link  to the ER-RAG: Interim Secretariat
· Discussion and draft an outline strategic Work Plan on Risk Assessment for oil and Hazardous Substances Spillage From Shipping, Pipelines, Offshore and Onshore Production and Storage Facilities
· Discussion and draft an outline strategic Work Plan on Completion and Updating of a Regional Sensitive Areas Mapping of the Caspian Sea: Participants
Objective of this session is to highlight the link between the Strategic Action Programme (SAP) and E-RAG, draft an outline/roadmap of a strategic plan for Risk Assessment and Sensitivity mapping in Caspian Sea

Thursday 14 October 2004
0900-1030
Session 5:  On Going Activities of the Countries
· Selection of Morning Session Facilitator & Co-Facilitator
· National Reports on Pollution as per Annex-B of this Report:

· Azerbaijan Republic

· Islamic Republic of Iran

· Kazakhstan 

· Russian Federation

· Turkmenistan
Objective of session is to provide updated information on national activities and initiatives with regards to Pollution Monitoring, Control and Abatement in the Caspian Sea

1030-1045
Coffee/Tea Break

1045-1300
Session6:  Pollution RAG Terms of Reference and Work Plan

· Pollution RAG Terms of Reference and Strategic Action Programme for the Caspian Sea and its Relation  to the P-RAG: Interim Secretariat 

· Pollution RAG Work Plan and Progress (Outcome D and E): Interim Secretariat/Technical Advisor

Objective of this session is to highlight the link between the Strategic Action Programme (SAP) and P-RAG, while briefing the participants on the scope of the CEP projects in Connection to pollution
1300-1400
Lunch break

1400-1515 Session7: Contaminant Assessment, Global Activities and Status of Pollution Information Institutions in the Caspian Region
· Selection of Afternoon Session Facilitator & Co-Facilitator
· Land Based Assessment and Global Plan of Action (GPA): UNEP Representative

· POPs/PTS Global Monitoring and enabling Programme: UNEP representative

· Report on Review Study on Status of Pollution Information/Institutions in the Caspian Region: Technical advisor
Objective of this session is to provide regional and global activities and initiatives with regards to pollution monitoring, control and Abatement and the Status of Caspian Region .
1515-1530
Coffee/Tea Break
1530-1700
Session 8:  Assessment of Pollution Loading of the Caspian Sea 

· Discussion and Adoption of Work Plan to Expand and Improve LBA  Assessment in Lower Volga, Kura/Arax, Ural and Sefidrood basin: Participants/ Consultants

· Discussion and Adoption of  Work Plan on Volga Cascade Contaminant Flux Project: Participants/Consultants

Objective of this session is to discuss and adopt work plan as specified in the pollution component of CEP-II (Outcome D&E)

Friday 15 October 2004
9000-1030
Session 9:
Regional Ambient Contaminant Monitoring Programme

· Selection of Morning Session Facilitator & Co-Facilitator
· Discussion and Adoption of  Work Plan on  Riverine and Marine Water and Sediment Survey: Participants/Consultants

· Discussion and adoption of Work Plan for Design and Implementation of a Regional Ambient Contaminant Monitoring Programme in Caspian Sea: Participants/Consultants

Objective of this session is to discuss and adopt work plan as specified in the pollution component of CEP-SAP

1030-1045
 Coffee/Tea Break

1045-1300
Session10:
Rapid Assessment of Pollution in Caspian Sea Development of a Regional POPs/PTS Action Plan 

· Biomarker techniques Application for Rapid Assessment: International Consultant 

· Discussion and Adoption of an outline Draft Work Plan for Design and Implementation of a Rapid Assessment Programme in Caspian Sea using Biomarker techniques: Participants /Oil Companies 

· Discussion and drafting of  a Draft PTS/POPs Regional Action Plan: Participants
Objective of this session is to discuss and adopt work plan as specified in the pollution component of CEP-SAP

1300-1400
Lunch break
1400-1530 
Session11:
Regional Activities on POPs/PTS

· Selection of Afternoon Session Facilitator & Co-Facilitator
· Discussion and Adoption of Work Plan for Implementation of Pesticides Pilot project  and Related Matters: Participants

· Mechanisms for Coordination of Regional Public Awareness in Caspian Littoral Countries with POPs Enabling Programme: Participants
Objective of this session is to discuss and adopt work plan as specified in the pollution component of CEP-SAP

1530-1545
Coffee/Tea Break
1545-1700
Session 12:
Conclusion and closing remarks

· Other Related Matters: Participants
· Adoption of Future Steps: Participants
· Closing of the Meeting
[image: image1.png]



