First Draft Agenda
4th Meeting of the (Interim) Pollution Regional Advisory Group (P-RAG):
Baku 11-13 October 2005
Tuesday 11 Oct 2005 
0900-0930
Registration

0930-1000
Session1:  Welcome addresses, opening remarks and adoption of Agenda
· Introductory Remarks by Interim P-RAG Secretariat

· Introductory Statements by Participants

· Selection of Morning Session Facilitator & Co-Facilitator

· Selection of Meeting Reporter

· Adoption of Agenda

1000-1015
Coffee/Tea Break

1015-1300
Session2: Regional POPs Action Plan and Pilot Projects  
· Past and future International initiatives in connection to POPs in Caspian Littoral States (Will be presented by representative of international organizations and/or national representative in their respective countries) 
The objective of this part of session is to provide information on the ongoing and future status of each littoral state in connection to the POPs activities and to identify the specific issues and problems to be considered for regional cooperation/collaboration in the Caspian region.   

· Summary report on CEP-SAP past activities in connection to POPs, difficulties and constrains (Will be presented by P-RAG interim secretariat) 

The objective of this part of session is to brief the meeting on the activates undertaken towards preparation of the POPs regional action plan and the associated activities in the region 

· International experience in developing of POPs Regional Action Plan and  POPs Pilot Projects  (Will be presented by international consultant-UNEP-CEMICALS) 

The objective of this part of session is to evaluate that how much the global experience can applied in this region
· Open discussion to develop a road map for future steps ( all participants)

The objective of this part of the session is finally to come up with a detail road map for future POPs activities of the CEP

· Public Awareness Activities

The objective of this part is to encourage contributors and participants on ideas, initiatives that could enhance public awareness on POPs related activities 
1300-1400
Lunch break

1400-1530
Session 2 continued:
1515-1530
Coffee/Tea Break

1530-1700
Session 2: Continued
Wednesday 12 Oct 2005
Session 3 Development of Regional Pollution Monitoring Programme in the Caspian Sea  
· Caspian States past experience in developing of a regional pollution monitoring programme (will be presented by P-RAG interim secretariat )
The objective of this part of the session is to brief the participants on the work carried out by CEP so far for development of a plan for regional cooperation in this respect
· Global experience , challenges and achievements  (will be presented by international consultant-IAEA)

The objective is to introduce the global activities and the principles applied for development of a  regional pollution monitoring programme 
· Littoral states views on establishment a regional pollution  monitoring programme in Caspian Sea ( will be presented by each of 5 countries representative) 

The objective of this part of session is to obtain their points and views that can be incorporated for development of regional pollution monitoring programme 

· Open discussion for development of regional pollution monitoring in the Caspian Sea including the following topics
· Planning (What should be done?)

· Contaminant parameters, sampling media and priorities

· Geographical coverage and sampling stations

· Common guideline for sampling, sample handling, analyses and time table

· Practicalities (How will it be done?)

· Sampling facilities requirements 

· Laboratory needs

· QA/QC and reference laboratory

· Training needs

· Research needs (e.g. pilot studies: investigations of hot spots, examining pollutants not covered in the regional plan, evaluating new techniques like biomarkers work, investigating emerging pollution issues) 

· Financial needs

· Products [What happens afterwards to the information and data?]

· Regional coordination and integration into national policy

· Data and information exchange mechanism need

· Evaluate and refocus monitoring programme

· Possible use of Biomarker Techniques in regional monitoring cooperation  in the Caspian Sea
1030-1045
Coffee/Tea Break

1045-1300
Session3: Continued  
1300-1400
Lunch break

1400-1530
Session 3: Continued 
1515-1530
Coffee/Tea Break

1530-1700
Session 3: Continued 
Thursday 13 Oct 2005
9000-1030
Session3: Continued
1030-1045
 Coffee/Tea Break

1045-1300
Session3: Continued
1300-1400
Lunch break

1400-1530
Session 4: Caspian 2005 Summer Cruise and GEF Strategic Partnership
· Preliminary findings and follow up of the cruise activities (will be presented by CEP-PCU)
The objective of this part to brief the participants on the progress and findings of the ongoing basin wide contaminant study in the Caspian Sea

· GEF Strategic Partnership
The objective of this session is to provide information and opportunity for discussion on the proposed GEF Strategic partnership pertaining to pollution issues 

1530-1545
Coffee/Tea Break

1545-1700
Session5:
Recent Algal Bloom in Caspian Sea, Conclusion and closing remarks
· Recent Algal Bloom in Caspian Sea

The objective of this part of session to discuss on unprecedent and large Algal Bloom happened recently in the Caspian Sea
· Other Related Matters
· Adoption of Future Steps
· Closing of the Meeting[image: image1.png]



