POLLUTION - REGIONAL ADVISORY GROUP MEETING

11-13 October 2005 – Baku, Azerbaijan

Presentation of Iran (by Ali Mashinchian) about POPs monitoring in the country

Stockholm Convention has been ratified officially in Iran since less than 3 months ago and all the ratification processes in Congress and Islamic Council is completed. 

POPs Enabling Activity project has started in Iran almost a year ago and many activities are conducted under this project. POPs project office is in the Department of Environment which is playing the role of inter-agency coordination in the country.

PA POPs activities were as follows:
- Conducting four workshops at national level with main stakeholders and decision-makers from different ministries, governmental and private sectors. 

- Conducting more than 15 training workshops at Provincial level, including the northern provinces of Iran. The workshops were about POPs compounds, their properties, and their inventory.

- Publication of five books, posters, pamphlets, and brochures. 

- Designing of Iran's POPs web-site in Farsi and English: http://POPs.irandoe.org
- POPs INVENTORY STATUS IN IRAN
- Unintentional POPs compounds including Dioxin and Furan emission quantities were estimated based  on UNEP Guidelines "Standardized toolkit for identification and quantification of Dioxin and Furan releases.” (2001)

- POPS pesticides inventory is completed, and all stockpiles of these pesticides are identified, even in case of unknown pesticides stockpiles samples were taken and the types and quantities of all pesticides are identified.

POPs PCBs inventory is to be completed soon. Their inventory in the ministry of energy is completed and in the ministry of  industries will finish soon.
POPs MONITORING

Department of the environment is the responsible organization for monitoring of environmental quality in Iran. Other organizations such as ministry  of agriculturem ministry of energy, universities and so on are also involved in environmental monitoring.

 POPs Enabling Activity Project – Monitoring Programme:

# POPs PESTICIDES: 

All 12 POPs pesticide e.g.DDT, HCH, etc. were monitired in about 30 provinces of Iran , especially in the northern parts of country.

- Samples were taken form:

- soil samples from agricultural areas

- sediment samples from rivers

- agricultural products (oily seeds/grains)

- fatty tissues of fishes, birds and animals

- food such as eggs, meat, chicken and sea food

Sample analysis was conducted in Pest and Plant Organization.

Monitoring of POPs pesticides is completed and the final report is to be prepared.

# POPs PCBs:

12 congeners : 77, 81, 105, 114, 118, 123, 126, 156, 157, 169 and 189 are monitored

- Samples are taken from:

- soil samples near the electrical transformers

- industrial wastes and sludge

- river sediments

- fatty tissues of fishes, birds and animals

- food such as eggs, meat, chicken, sea food, oily grains/seeds

PCBs monitoring is under process and is in the sampling stagem but the samples are not analyzed yet.

Central Laboratory of DOE is responsible for PCBs analysis.

# UNINTENTIONAL POPs :

At present Iran does nat have the facilities for analysis of Dioxin and Furans in environmental samples, therefor it is not possible to monitor U-POPs  in the environment and at rhis stage only estimation of  emission  of these compounds according to the UNEP guidelines is conducted.

POPs periority seting will be done based on the results of POPs inventory and POPs monitoring. However, according to the results of POPs inventory in the country, it seems that U_POPs have the highest periority among POPs groups of compounds.

SCIENTIFIC CASPIAN CRUISE:

The first leg of the cruise was conducted in Iranian and Turkmenistanian coastal watersby Iranian research vessel – Guilan.

Sediment and suspended particulate matter samples were taken from 40  stations.

