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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen! 

Let me fist to say thank you to IMC Consulting represented here by D.Burton for the opportunity to attend meeting of Regional Advisory Group on Sustainable Coastal Area Development.


I would like to start this report with reviewing the main Government environment initiatives.  The Ministry of Nature protection of Kazakhstan gives special attention to Caspian Sea region. There are currently implemented the following projects: Reconstruction and modernization of sturgeon farms; Assessment of natural spawning areas in Ural and actions for their effective restoration; Scientific research of Flora and Fauna of Caspian Sea and Coastal area for the statistics, monitoring and cadastre performance; Caspian marine and costal biodiversity reservation and others.

In addition regional Nature Protection Administrations activities are expanding on the local level. The Strategy Plan for Social and Economic Development of Atyrau oblast for the period up to 2010 and The Oblast Medium-Term Social-Economic Development for 2005-2007 is specially addressed to environment issues. So in Atyrau oblast the Complex Environment Protection and Improvement Actions Program for 2005-2008 is adopted, which includes projects such as Construction of water treatment solids residue processing plant in Atyrau and its commissioning in 2006, construction of facilities of regional state environment monitoring system in Atyrau region in 2006-2007; construction of domestic solid wastes disposal facilities in Atyrau in 2006-2007; liquidation of bitumen pits in village Shirina, Atyrau; construction of sewage-treatment facilities in left-bank area in Atyrau;  design and construction of waste processing plant in Atyrau. On December 4, 2002, Atyrau akimat made Resolution, N 304: On the regional program of Potable Waters for 2003-2010 in Atyrau region. 3 years passed after the Water Program was approved. On April 27, 2005 the extraordinary 12th session of Oblast Maslakhat (Council) was held, where the decision was made to amend the Akimat Resolution for Water program. The original program has not covered all settlements and as proposed by Raions’ Akims there were made changes thereto. To implement Program as amended the size of required investment is estimated to be 16480,03 mln. TN, including allocations from Republic budget - 13,764, 03 mln. TN,  from local budget - 1449,3 mln TN, and from other sources - 766,7 mln. TN.  The main goal and objective of this Program is to provide population with adequate quantity and quality potable water. Implementation of this Program over the period up to 2010 would allow to provide 170,000 people with potable water. Presently 40% of settlements use water brought by tank trucks. It was decided that this Program to include the item: to develop general system of water supply and water waste management, that would require additionally 720 mln. TN. The Oblast management assumed to get such money allocated from Republic budget.


According to the report by Director of Natural Resources and Nature Use Regulation Department  on the progress of  Regional Development Program over I quarter: while production is increasing pollutants discharge is getting lower.  Though  in total for I quarter, 2005, pollutants discharge was 

27 600 t, including from stationary sources – 23 400 t, from movable ones – 4 200 t. 

Thus, the main issues in Atyrau region remain as follows: 
· Marine pollution of oil production and related operations;
· Wastes accumulation and oil polluted lands (industrial and domestic wastes dumps such as on Tengiz deposit more than 7 t lump sulfur accumulated having hazardous impact on peoples’ health)

· Environment issues in Atyray (discharges of washing-steaming plant Akjaik as the given II category risk, where oil tanks are washed and cleaned);

· Waste waters in holdover “Tuhlaya balka” in Atyrau, that contents high chloride concentration, salts, etc.
· Consequences of nuclear explosions and impacts of military polygons of Kapustin Yar system. 
· Poor logistics in Atyrau Environment Protection Administration 

In Mangystau oblast main issues are: 
· Air quality and emissions (in Aktau there is currently the only Air monitoring point).  Proposals made by Atyrau Environment Protection Administration to “Kazidromet” Enterprise for setting up Air monitoring points equipped with continuously working devices in Aktau, Janaozen  and oil production areas were not accepted, the points do not exist. 
· In 2003 in the established Special Economic Zone in Aktau Port area the Environment Point was initiated. It is funded by the Ministry of Environment. 

· Caspian sea water quality 
According laboratory tests results on April 21, 2003 oil pollution case was found on Caspian cost in area of Summer recreation camp «Flamingo» (about 40 km far from Aktau).  The polluted area is about 2 km.  On April 26 oil patch was found of  250 m2 area in a distance 1.8 mile South-West of Aktau Port.  Environment Inspectors made visual investigation of sea pollution area. Damage made to Caspian  sea area is estimated as  84575 TN.

· Land  resources and soil 
In Mangystau region as of  01.10.03  the total area of oil polluted lands is 1102,41103 he, the rehabilitated lands over  9 month, 2003 - 30,42446 he, over the same period 98 earth storages were liquidated.  

· Wastes and wastes management 
Over 9 month in 2003 there were produced toxic wastes 92643,907 t , where 64,712 t of II category risk,  18081,958 t – III category risk and 74497,2373 t – IV category risk. 
It is worth to mention rising activities of International Organizations especially in Caspian region. 
1. Wet lands Project 
In June, 2004 UNDP in cooperation with Forestry and Hunting Activities Committee at the Ministry of Agriculture of Kazakhstan Republic started the implementation of Project: Integrated reservation of prioritized and globally important wet lands as areas inhabited by migrating birds : through three pilot areas. Finance and technical support is provided by GEF through UNDP and Kazakhstan Republic Government.  

The basic objective of the Project is - through partnership of government, commercial, non-government organizations – to develop and disseminate new approach in managing and sustainable using biological resources of globally important wet lands and surrounding productive landscapes with support by local population and their interests consideration. Area – Ural river delta.

2. GEF/UNDP Matched Small Grants Scheme 
GEF/UNDP Matched Small Grants Scheme  was presented in February 4, 20005  in Atyrau  and participatory strategy was discussed under CEP aegis. CA REC, Atyrau office, offered logistical and information support to this activity. The representatives of state bodies, NGOs, business community, mass media from Atyrau, Mangystau and Ural regions attended the Presentation meeting. It is good to mention that Atyrau CA REC office was actively promoted and disseminated information of this Program, and as result many people from raions were able to apply for it. 
3. Project : Sustainable Development of Caspian Costal Communities,  and  particularly  Small Grants Scheme, funded by EU and administrated by CA REC and Technical Assistance component implemented by IMC Consulting Ltd. CA REC in cooperation with Caucus REC and Russia Federation REC summarized in March, 2005 the results of second round – Autumn Call within Small Grants Scheme of Sustainable Development of Caspian Costal Communities. The results were widely disseminated in Kazakhstan media. The main objective of SDCCC SGS is to reduce and prevent overuse of natural resources in Caspian region through supporting projects on creating alternative more sustainable from environment view livelihoods of Costal Caspian Communities.  
Program is funded by EU that granted EUR 1.2 mln. for period 2004-2006 to support projects in four Caspian countries (Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Russia Federation and Turkmenistan). 

The second Autumn Call was announced in September 2004.  In the preparation experts comments were considered and procedures were clarified to applicants. Application submission period was two months and complemented by information campaign and consultations. 

The same as during Spring Call consultations in business planning and preparation of applications continued. Finance experts involved by IMC who provided technical support and CA REC staff delivered additional trainings in communities located in the project area. During Consultations main procedure requirements were explained, projects ideas were developed and justified, and estimates –checked. 
In addition applicants were suggested to make self-assessment of their projects in terms of  environment impact and exclude potential risks at the stage of proposals development.   

The undertaken actions allowed to improve quality and quantity of applications for the second Call and make wider the range of activities proposed.  To evaluate grant applications CA REC involved more than 40 experts including representatives of CEP, environment ministries and scientific circles, local administrations, environment specialists and specialists of other international projects and NGOs. 

The amount EUR 296, 823 was allocated to Kazakhstan. As result of two Calls there were 95 applications, 34 applications were approved, where 9 projects are from Mangystau region for total amount EUR 100,995 including projects in Aktau, village Umirzak, Fort Shevchenko, village Akshukur in Tupkaransky raion, village Kuryk in Karakiyansky raion, village Utes Mangystau raion, 25 projects  for total amount EUR 195,828 will be implemented in communities in Atyrau region: Kurmangazinsky, Makhambetsky, Isataisky raions. 
As recommended by members of Evaluation Committees TA component initiated EIA of project activities and provided recommendations to applicants to minimize risks. 

In general during two implemented Calls more than 95 applications were considered and 35 approved to receive grants in Kazakhstan. Private businessmen, farmers, self governance bodies and NGOs applied for grants. Program coverage was population from more than 100 communities in Caspian Costal zone. 

Grand funds will starting capital be for most successful applicants, that allowing them to start their own small business and create new job places for their families and other community members. At the present more than 30 projects are being implemented and some successful applicants have got already first achievements (bread produced by small Bakery in Damba village, INTERNET Center opened in Geolog settlement). 
The approved projects are of wide range activities though actually related to EC proposed criteria  and aimed to the only objective – to build up local Caspian Costal communities capacities in creation  and development of sustainable livelihoods. The Project to be implemented will assist rising local communities awareness of alternative approaches to natural resources use in Caspian region and help poverty reducing through offering new job places to populations which earlier had to be involved in illegal activities or had no capacity to set up own business. 
Thanks to project activity both temporary and continuous job places will be created in food production, cattle breeding, vegetable growing and national crafts. Projects are supported aimed to local ecoturizm development and social services in rural areas. Some good ideas to renew traditional national crafts in communities are going to be realized. 
Summarizing the above it can be stated with a confidence that the program appeared to be useful for the region and was duly received by local authorities and Coastal communities (e.g. in Kazakhstan active fruitful work is ongoing with Akimat, Kurmangazinsky raion). It should be mentioned that Environment Protection Ministry of Kazakhstan Republic was well interested in the successful implementation of this project. Proving that the Ministry invited NC SGS to make presentation on project progress at the meeting of the Ministry field board in Atyrau, June 2004. 

CAREC monitors on the regular basis the grand funded projects and plans to inform continuously all stakeholders of projects progress, and with TA component colleagues disseminate most successful ones.   

Another positive point should be mentioned that this Program will allow to mobilize the rest communities in Caspian Costal area who never ever have taken active part in such Grand Calls to rise  new ideas and to seek for better life and  to think of protection of this unique region natural resources.  


Thanks for your attention!

