NATO Advanced Study Institute (ASI)

On Overexploitation and Contamination

of Shared Groundwater Resources

Letter of Professor Christophe Darnault and Professor George Gergov

Dear colleague,

We are pleased to inform you that the application process to participate to the NATO Advanced Study Institute (ASI) on Overexploitation and Contamination of Shared Groundwater Resources: Management, (Bio)technological, and Political Approaches to Avoid Conflicts which will take place in Varna - Bulgaria, from October 1 to October 12, 2006, is officially open.

The topics covered throughout the NATO Advanced Study Institute (ASI) are:

· Principles of depletion and contamination of shared groundwater resources

· Techniques to assess the depletion and contamination of shared groundwater resources

· Tools to predict/forecast the future depletion and contamination of shared groundwater resources

· Sustainable measures to palliate the overexploitation of aquifers and to decontaminate groundwater

· Approaches to the management of shared groundwater resources: conflict resolution and prevention

An Advanced Study Institute (ASI) is a high-level teaching activity where a carefully defined subject is treated in depth by lecturers of international standing, and new advances in a subject, not taught elsewhere, are reported in tutorial form. An ASI is aimed at the postdoctoral level scientist, but this should not exclude students who are about to obtain a PhD, and may also include other appropriately-qualified senior scientists.

ASI participants should normally come from NATO or Partner or Mediterranean Dialogue countries. Students from Austria, Finland, Ireland, Sweden or Switzerland known as "non-eligible" Partner countries may participate, but they will be responsible for the entire cost of their participation.

The number of participants for this ASI is limited and participation will be by invitation only. All applicants are encouraged to submit an abstract for poster/oral presentation. The organizers will select poster/oral presentation and will notify the applicants.

 Grants to cover a portion of the accommodation and travel costs are available for ASI participants. The level of financial support available will be determined on a cases by case basis, subject to availability of funds.

To apply for participation in the ASI, please fill out the appended application form, and return it to our secretariat imperatively by June 15, 2006. Applicants will be notified of their participation and level of financial support by June 26, 2006.

We look forward to welcoming you to this NATO ASI in Varna.

Thank you,

Yours truly,

Professor Christophe Darnault and Professor George Gergov
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