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The EU-TACIS Sustainable Management of Caspian Fisheries Project (SMCFP)*,
 based in Baku, Azerbaijan, is planning to hold three workshops in Iran
 between 8th and 16th October 2005.

Iranian National Fish Population Dynamics Workshop, Tehran. 8-9 Oct. 
The first meeting is a national Fisheries Population Dynamics Workshop. Its purpose is to provide the Iranian scientists and administrators, mainly from the Iranian Fisheries Research Organisation in Tehran, with knowledge of additional stock assessment and fisheries management tools which might be of use in work on Caspian Sea fish stocks. Similar workshops have already been held in Baku for Azerbaijan scientists and in Almaty for Kazakhstan scientists. As in the earlier workshops, they will be led by project consultants, Dr Andy Payne and Dr Georgi Daskalov.
Regional Workshop on Assessing Stocks and Advancing Regional Sustainable Management Policies for Sturgeon. Ramsar. 10-13 Oct. 

In this regional meeting it is hoped to develop the project from a general appraisal of regional knowledge and expertise, initially assessed during a regional meeting in Baku in October 2004, towards the common ground needed to consider regional approaches to stock assessment and management plans. 
National scientists and managers from within the region, representing Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Russia, Turkmenistan and Iran, are expected to attend at SMCFP expense, alongside international personnel from CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) and FAO (the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations). 

It is anticipated that progress made in Ramsar will be built upon for a final regional management meeting, possibly in Almaty, Kazakhstan, in February 2006.
The four day agenda includes Day 1, during which presentations of national and international views of progress to date will be made; Day 2 which will provide SMCFP staff with the opportunity to suggest ways forwards; and Day 3, which will be assigned to five working groups, each discussing an element of the complex issues of regional fisheries management and control. The final half day will be spent discussing and agreeing the reports from the working groups and the meeting’s key scientific outputs.
Fisheries Regional Advisory Group (FRAG). Tehran. 15-16 Oct. 
The Fisheries Regional Advisory Group (FRAG) is an element of the UNDP Caspian Environment Programme, and is under the technical management of SMCFP, with CEP providing the Secretariat. This, the second meeting of the FRAG will be held in the CEP offices in Tehran, and will discuss the progress of SMCFP, the results of the Ramsar Workshop, and the direction of further fisheries activities in the region which this and other projects could usefully take. 
Nationally appointed FRAG representatives from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Russia, Turkmenistan and Iran have been invited to attend at SMCFP expense, and will be joined by CITES, FAO and WB/GEF (World Bank/Global Environment Facility) representatives.

*Note for Editors:

The Sustainable Management of Caspian Fisheries Project is funded by EU-TACIS. It started in June 2004 and will complete its activities in June 2006. The project is based in Baku, Azerbaijan. Its purpose is to enable the recovery and conservation of endangered fish stocks (especially sturgeon) in the Caspian Sea, through strengthening national capacities in fisheries research and management; helping develop regional management guidelines; and advising on regulatory systems. The project is executed by Landell Mills Limited, Trowbridge, UK.

For more information on the project, please contact 

Dr Nick Willoughby, 

Team Leader, SMCFP

Tel: +994 12 4971 785 / 4938 003

E-mail: nwilloughby@caspian.in-baku.com






[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.jpg]* Kk

*% %
ok

* K



                                                                                                                                                  
	This project is funded by the European Union
The European Commission established in Baku the “Europa House“, which is a central point of reference for the EC in Azerbaijan and  support the cooperation activities of  the European Union and Azerbaijan.
The Europa House has an Information Point which is open to the public by appointment.  

Europa House                                                                                                
6-10 Vaqif Mustafazade Str., 4th floor, Ichari Shahar, Baki, Azerbaijan                                                                              
Tel : (99412)  497 20 63 / 64   Fax: (99412)  497 20 69                                                                                        
Website:  www.europahouse-az.org                                                                      
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Trowbridge, UK      
Address:      
Bryer-Ash Business Park,
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Trowbridge BA14 8HE
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Tel +44 1225 763 777
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(Mr D Samoilenko)
	This project is funded by the EUROPEAN UNION
The European Union numbers 25 Members States: 25 different nations determined to shape their future closely together. Over  a period of enlargement of 40 years, they have, together, built a zone of peace, stability, progress and solidarity. The European Union is a model for overcoming conflict and promoting reconciliation through close co-operation to achieve common goals, while respecting national sovereignty and territorial integrity. But the EU is not focused on itself: its ambition is to share its achievements and its values with countries and peoples beyond its boarders.

The European Commission is the EU’s executive body.
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