ROUND TABLE RESOLUTION

„Strategies for data collection on the occurrence for hazardous substances“ 

Within the framework of the VI International Environmental Forum “Baltic Sea Day”

Chair:  Heidrun Fammler (Baltic Environmental Forum, BEF)
Participants: 30 
Recognizing that different histories of and traditions in chemicals control strategies of the Contracting Parties exist,

Being aware of various levels of knowledge on the occurrence of hazardous substances on the national markets and in the environment as well as the status of implementation of the HELCOM Recommendation 19/5 in the Contracting parties,

Acknowledging that the contracting parties to the HELCOM Convention have different approaches and different languages regarding the concept as well as the management and control of hazardous substances, 

Conscious of the fact that the chemicals management and data collection instruments are in the process of being harmonized, becoming visible e.g. in the use of Safety Data Sheets and the existence of chemicals and company registers in all Contracting parties, 

Taking into account the fact that a high variety of chemical substances exist and priority setting based on data is needed, 

Considering that awareness raising in and involvement of industry actors are prerequisites for an efficient data collection as they are the holders of primary information and 

Affirming that cooperation and learning from each other are essential in implementing the HELCOM objectives

The participants of the round table recommends to:

· Enhance cooperation and discussion on harmonizing the different languages/ terminology on hazardous substances throughout all Contracting parties in order to facilitate communication and data collection strategies on hazardous substances.

· Develop targeted and efficient data collection strategies integrating existing but scattered information sources in order to develop targeted policies, implement them and monitor their success. This involves the harmonization of chemicals control indicators and respective data needs as well as the revision of national emission control parameters at enterprise level and data exchange formats.

· Raise awareness on hazardous substances and facilitate the implementation of management systems at company level which enable industry to report and control emissions. 

· Develop guidelines for industry, controlling institutions and policy makers on the occurrence of hazardous substances in the various industry branches in order to facilitate targeted approaches towards the implementation of the HELCOM objectives.

· Appropriately balance the efforts for data collection on hazardous substances and the implementation of emission reduction / phase-out measures. The fact that dioxins, which are regulated since many years now, still pose threats to the marine environment shows that a precautionary approach in chemicals control and regulation of hazardous substances may be justified even if not all scientific questions are explored. Data collection is not a purpose in itself!

· Further develop cooperation and efficiently share experiences among the Contracting Parties on means to collect data on hazardous substances. This regards all methods of data collection including the evaluation of statistical data, company reports, material flow analyses, modeling of emissions and environmental fates as well as monitoring environmental concentrations. 

In addition to the general observations and recommendations, the group took note of the decisions of the HELCOM last commission meeting held earlier in March 2005 on further input to the EU Marine strategy with regard to the selection and prioritisation of hazardous substances. The group was of the opinion that when developing strategies for data collection on hazardous substances existing data collection work ongoing in EU and Russia should be fully utilized. 

Taking into account the aim of data collection project strategy on hazardous substances the group was of the opinion that there is a good opportunity to utilise the results in the project and give input to the ongoing work under the Water Frame work Directive to review the EU priority list of hazardous substances. The group was furthermore of the opinion that from the Baltic Sea point of view it is important that substances that might not be selected as priority to achieve the WFD (Water Framework Directive) objectives at EU or national level, but are of concern to the Baltic Sea as a whole or in the open sea are identified and adequately addressed. 

The following specific points were raised in the working group:

· The project will investigate the possibility to compile additional available information on specific substances of possible concern for the whole Baltic Sea in the following ways:

· the results in the project will be used  to collect relevant data from Russia;

· it will also be investigated if the results in the project from the new EU members can be fully utilized when giving input to the revision of the priority list under the Water framework directive.

· The old EU member states will seek possibilities to collect data which is of particular concern for the whole Baltic Sea taking into account that the EU Water Framework Directive does not cover open sea areas when giving input to the ongoing selection and prioritization procedure under the WFD for revision of the list of priority substances. It was also pointed out that e.g. pharmaceuticals were not adequately addressed during the first round of selection of hazardous substances under the WFD.

· This information collected in the HELCOM data collection project should be communicated by HELCOM to the EC.
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