ROUND TABLE RESOLUTION

Public awareness – new approaches
Within the framework of the VI International Environmental Forum “Baltic Sea Day”

Chair: Elena Titova (Committee for the Use of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection and Ecological Safety,   St Petersburg Government)
Co-Chair: Natalia Korjakina (Information and education centre of GUP «Vodokanal St Petersburg)
Participants: 57 
The participants of 6 countries of the region took part in the round table: representatives of administrations, public organisations, science, business, mass media.

Having discussed the reports, the round table participants note that the level of awareness, especially that of adult population in the Baltic Sea region, is still very low despite the fact that much public awareness work is going on at local level concerning environmental problems and solutions, a well-developed network has been established of organizations disseminating environmental information.

The round table takes note that, despite voluminous information, it is hard to public access since:

· available information is primarily scientific reports and recommendations, and practically unavailable for general public;

· the information cannot be comprehended by ordinary people: scientific reports are full of special terms, while existing environmental labeling systems are obscure and unknown to consumers;
· modern mass communication means are not efficiently used: mass media, cinema, Internet, technology parks allowing to present the information in appealing and easy to understand by ordinary people way; 
· the information is not targeted: aims at no specific target groups that makes it less efficient;

· the information materials that encourage to change manners and habits is almost unavailable, simple environmental facts presentations are predominant;

· there is very little information available to business target groups in almost all countries of the region.

Considering the above, the round table regards it necessary to:

1. Make an analysis and systematization of the information available in the region.

2. To structure available information and to prepare information materials on this basis with account of intrinsic features and interests of specific target groups.

3. To further develop the system of environmental labels: «Green Key», «Blue Flag», «Green Leaf», etc., and to implement public awareness campaigns to explain their meaning.

4. To develop and enhance the cooperation of environmental information centres in the region.

5. To make full use of modern public information means: mass media, cinema, Internet, technology parks.

6. To enhance the cooperation of corresponding educational institutions in the region.

7. To make new modern documentary films of various genres concerning regional environmental problems.

The round table discussed specific project proposals prepared for submission to various funding programmes and funds and designed to tackle the abovementioned problems. 

We address the Forum, representatives of HELCOM Secretariat, national governments and propose to support the implementation of the projects aimed at enhancing public awareness in the Baltic Sea region and listed below:

1. Project on enhancement and development of information centres network.

2. Projects designed to involve businesses in environmental activities: electronic exchange of new technologies, technology parks.

3. Projects on making and distribution of environmental documentary films and especially a series of environmental rolls.

4. Project on implementation of regional sustainable tourism principles.

5. Projects on exchange of students and tutors of corresponding higher education institutions of the region.

6. Project on introducing of international environmental certification scheme Blue Flag for beaches, marinas and leisure boats in the region.
7. Projects on public awareness of environmental aspects of consumption with regard to chemicals contained in consumer goods.

8. Projects on mutual certification and implementation of environmental labels in the regions and communicating the meaning thereof to consumers.

9. To hold a youth environmental forum of the Baltic Sea countries in St.Petersburg.

10. The Week of the Environment in St.Petersburg and Lahti to extend to the Year of the Environment.

11. Implementation of public hearings when discussing regional and international social and environmental problems.

12. Development of “Green Package” for teachers.

13. To request to support and approve the idea of holding, the first in Russia, “Green Vision” International Environmental Films Festival in St.Petersburg as one of the public awareness means which is the most adapted to various target groups.

