


Course Learning Objectives

Define ‘environment’ and identify its components

Specify environmental problems and issues In
VIEKONQ RIVEr basin riparian countrie
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Course Learning Objectives (Cont'd)

Describe two specific sustainable development
Issues in each MRB riparian country

Name at les X Sianificant threa A
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Lesson Learning Goals

Define a river basin, and list the principle
components of the MRB
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RIVER OF ROCKS
THE GREAT RIVER
LANCANG RIVER
MEKONG RIVER
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Minor streams make a great noise.
The great waters flow silently. This Is the
sound of wisdom.

SR
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landscape In the World today”
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Some Facts World

Rank
Catchment area 21
795,000 km?
Annual total flow 8
475,000,000,000 m*®
Length 4,880 km — 12

longest in SE Asia
Approximately 130 -
tributary river basins
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Country |MRB Population| % of MRB
(millions) | Area | Flow
Yunnan, 10 22 16
PRC
Myanmar 2 3 2
Lao PDR 5 25 35
Thailand ~25 23 18
Cambodia 10 19 18
Vietham ~20 8 11
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Country % within MRB
Yunnan, PRC 38
Myanmar 4
Lao PDR o7
Thailanc 36
Cambodia 86
Vietnam 20
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Population and Livelihood

Population of the MRB is an estimated
60 million
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Flow (m°/sec)
Location Annual Highest
Mean Month
Chiang Saen 2,720 6,000
(Thailand)
Kratie 13,700 38,000
(Cambodia)
Tan Chau 14,200 33,000
(Vietnam)
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Major Basin Landforms

(Yunnan, PRC)

_ (Lao PDR; Myanmar;
Yunnan, PRC; Thailand)

Korat Plateau Sakon Plateau
Eastern Highlands

Lowlands

Southern Uplands

Coastal Area

v Vv ¥ VvV
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Other Basin Features

Tonle Sap (Cambodia)
Mekong River Delta

2

»
»

»
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Tonle Sap Significance

Great Lake area increases —7 fold during rainy
season

»
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Mekong Delta Significance

Occupies almost 50,000 scl_km, 12% of
Vietnam land area; population —20 million

Contains 37% of Vietnam’s cultivated area
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Biodiversity

~ 2,300 species of plants classified -
40% have traditional uses as food
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Biodiversity (Cont'd)

—10,000 species of mammals, reptiles,
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Biodiversity (Cont'd)

~13, OOO plant species -
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Biodiversity (Cont'd)

12,000 plant species (40% endemic)
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Fisheries Facts

MRB flood plains are among the most productive
areas for fish in the world

»
»

»
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Further Fisheries Facts

Average fish consumption in lower MRB 20
kg/person/year (Cambodia 60-70 kgly)

Seasonal changes in water flows and flooded
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Forest Facts

Estimated 49-63% forest cover

—2,500 truck loads of logs per day crossing
border points

LAO PDR

Sustainable Development and Environmental Awareness 23




Further Forest Facts

13% forest cover; decreased 69% in 30 years
Annual loss —0.3% per annum (not much left)

VIETNAM

I~
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Concluding Thoughts

Mekong River is vital to lower MRB countries
Its features and vast biodiversity make It unigue

>
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