
OVERVIEW OF SCOPING 
AND BASELINE ASSESSMENT 
PHASE

MRC SEA of hydropower on the mainstream Mekong
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Scoping process
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Key strategic themes for development of the mainstream 
Mekong River defined by government experts
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Identification of key issues by theme
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Identification of key issues by theme
55



Working set of strategic themes
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1. energy and power
2. economics 
3. social systems 
4. hydrology & sediment 
5. aquatic systems 
6. fisheries
7. terrestrial systems (including agriculture)
8. climate change
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Trend analysis and scenarios
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Trend analysis for past, current and future (2025-
2030)
Indicators for assessing change in key issues – drew 
from BDP indicator framework
SEA adopted two BDP scenarios:

LMB 20 year plan without mainstream hydropower 
dams
LMB 20 year plan with mainstream  hydropower

Both include existing and planned Yunnan and 
tributary dams
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