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AG/RES. 3 (XXV-E/98)

QUOTA PAYMENTS

(Resolution adopted at the second plenary session,
held on November 13, 1998)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the Report of the Permanent Council on Quota Payments (CP/doc.3120/98);


NOTING that in view of the mandates being given to the Organization, arrears and related cash flow problems with respect to the Regular Fund must be avoided so as not to paralyze or otherwise affect the work of the Organization;

CONSIDERING:


That it is necessary for the member states to do their utmost to meet their financial commitments to the Organization on time so as to enable it to provide better services in order to carry out the mandates assigned to it;


That by resolutions AG/RES 1529 (XXVII-O/97) and AG/RES 1593 (XXVIII-O/98), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to study the merits of including additional provisions for establishing a comprehensive system of measures designed to encourage member states to pay their regular fund quotas in full and on time, and to prepare a report, including specific recommendations, for presentation to the General Assembly;


That the payment on time of quotas to the Regular Fund is an expression of solidarity that allows the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States to operate efficiently and to achieve its objectives, in particular in the area of partnership for development,

RESOLVES:


1.
To urge the member states of the Organization that are in arrears to the Regular Fund to pay them as soon as possible.


2.
To consider a member state current in the payment of its Regular Fund when:



a.
It is up to date with all payments to the Regular Fund. in accordance with its obligations to pay quota assessments on January 1 of the Organization’s corresponding fiscal period; or



b.
It is up-to-date in the payments for the year for which it has been in arrears. and is in compliance with a schedule of payments agreed upon with the Secretary General for paying its quota assessment for the Organization’s current fiscal period; or



c.
It has agreed to a schedule of payments by March 31, 1999 with the Secretary General for the payment of the amount owed and is in compliance with that schedule; or



d.
Its arrears are a result of circumstances beyond its control as determined by the General Assembly in each case, and for a specific period, at each state’s well-founded request.


3.
To grant the member states that agree or have agreed upon a schedule of payments of arrears for fiscal years prior to 1998 a 2% reduction of the total agreed to in the schedule, provided that it has paid the total amount before December 31, 2000. This reduction will be applied to the final payment of the schedule as defined above.


4.
To instruct the Secretary General to take the measures that he considers necessary with the governments of the member states that are in arrears for the fiscal period prior to 1998 to regularize their situation. 


5.
To reiterate the mandate contained in resolutions AG/RES. 1529 (XXVII-O/97) and AG/RES 1593 (XXVIII-O/98) and to request that the report and recommendations required under those resolutions be presented to the General Assembly at its next regular session.


6.
To instruct the Permanent Council to authorize funds from the Regular Fund for OAS conferences and meetings away from headquarters if it considers that the host country is current in its payments of quotas to the Regular Fund or if it has established a schedule of payments with the General Secretariat and is complying with that schedule in accordance with paragraph 2 of this resolution.  This paragraph will not enter into force until April 1, 1999.

7.
To instruct the General Secretariat in executing the program-budget to take into consideration cash flow based on notification of arrears and on current year payment schedules.

8.
To establish that this resolution will not enter into force for those countries not in arrears until a decision is taken by the General Assembly on the study requested under resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXV-E/98).


9.
To instruct the General Secretariat to report through the Permanent Council to the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth regular session on progress made in the implementation of the above measures.






















