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= Main Article
9th Global Meeting of the Regional Seas Conventions snd Action Plans
With kind hosting by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the 9th Global
Meeting of Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans (RSCAPs) - in
Jeddah. The programme aims at addressing the accelerated degrada-
tion of the environment of the worldws oceans and coastal areas.

m Training Programme:
Regional Action Plan for Sustionable Management of Marine Litter
® Regional Training workshop on Port Biological Baseline Surveying
® Regional Training Workshop on Fish Stock Assessment:

e Regional Training Workshop on Wastewater Treatment in Coastal
Al Ssanbouk Cities: Operations and control
is under the patronage ® Technical workshop on Hydrographic Capacities
of
Prof. Dr. i )
" ® The On-Ground Activities Program:
Ziad H. Abu-Ghararah ® |nstalling mooring b t tourist diving sites near Jeddah-
Secretary General stalling mooring buoys at tourist diving sites near Jedda
Saudi Arabia.
. ; o PERSGA conducts an assessment of the commercial sea cucumber -
Editorial Board: Yemen
Dr. Ahmed Khalil ° Capa_tcity Builiding-Integrated _Coastal Zone _Managemen?l- Suc_jan
) e Public Awareness for Protection of the Environment - Djibouti
Mohamed Satti e Education for sustainable development of coastal and marine

resources project-Jordan.

The Regional Organization for the Conservation of the Environment of the

Red Sea and Gulf of Aden - PERSGA - is an intergovernmental organization
dedicated to the conservation of the coastal and marine environment in the region.
Its legal basis stems from the Regional Convention for the Conservation of the Red
Sea and Gulf of Aden Environment known as the Jeddah Convention and signed in
1982. The PERSGA member countries include Dijibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Saudi
Arabia, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen. The headquarters are based in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia.

PERSGA is currently executing the Strategic Action Programme (SAP) for the Red
Sea and Gulf of Aden. This project is funded by UNDP, UNEP, The World Bank
and The Islamic Development Bank. The SAP is being carried out through seven
complementary components: institutional strengthening, reduction of navigation
risks and marine pollution, sustainable use of living marine resources, conservation
of habitats and biodiversity, the establishment of a network of marine protected
areas, support for integrated coastal zone management, and the enhancement of
public awareness and participation.

The aim of the newsletter is to provide information on conservation and
development activities taking place in the region together with articles on marine
issues of general interest. The contents of the newsletter do not necessarily
represent the position or views of PERSGA or the editorial board, nor do they imply
the expression of any opinion on the part of PERSGA concerning the legal status
of any country, territory, frontier or border .

All non-copyright material may be freely reproduced. Al-Sanbouk cordially requests
that due reference is made to the source if any news/articles/pictures are reprinted
in other publications .

To join our mailing list or to receive
additional copies please contact: E-mail:
The Regional Organization for the information@persga.org
Conservation of the Environment of the | For previous issues please
Red Sea & Gulf Of Aden P.O.Box 53662, visit our website: http://
Jeddah 21583 Www.persga.org
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

The editors encourage
you to submit articles,
reviews, and photographs
for publication but
cannot guarantee
that they will be used.
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elcome to the 24th edition of the PERSGA newsletter Al-Sanbouk. This is-
W sue comes as the Republic of Yemen hosts the 11th Ministerial meeting

of PERSGA Council at Al-Mukkala the "Bride of the Gulf of Aden" . It
also, follows the outstanding success of PERSGA, in organizing the 9th Global
Regional Seas meeting in collaboration with UNEP and for the generous hosting
extended by the government of the kingdom of Saudi Arabia,.
In fact, | have been honored to chair the deliberations of the sessions during the 3
days of the meeting in October 2007 at the Conference Palace in Jeddah.
The excellent organization and support provided by the Presidency of Meteorolo-
gy and Environment of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and PERSGA have contribut-
ed very much to the success of the meeting deliberations and active participation
by the delegates led to a successful conclusion of the meeting, and to the en-
dorsement of the strategic directions for 2008-2012 and adoption of the Jeddah
Declaration. The success of this event is also attributed to the serious participation
of Senior representatives of the Regional Seas in addition to the active participa-
tion form the countries of PERSGA region. This proves once again the practicality
and the importance of PERSGA initiatives in strengthening partnerships with Inter-
national Organizations, and will help to widen the scope of cooperation in the field
of the conservation of marine environment and its important resources: as it has
been noted in the adoption of the “Global Strategic Directions 2008-2012” and The
Jeddah Declaration which expressed the mutual will and vision of the conventions
involved and highlighted the importance of the global cooperation in achieving the
objectives of the conservation of coastal and marine environment.
| would like also to note the success of PERSGA in implementing its action plan
for the year 2007, including the annual training program which had helped to a e SN
great extent in the process of capacity building in the RSGA Region, in addition to
the on ground activity program “in the member countries, from which the “Sea Cu-
cumber” Assessment” project in Yemen, is cited as an example. A comprehen-
sive report has been produced which reflected the current status of the over fish-
ing of the sea cucumber and the best ways to manage and conserve this
important living marine resource.
| would also like to thank PERSGA for its timely and effective intervention in as-
sisting the Republic of Yemen to overcome the consequences of the pollution
problem which resulted from the two unfortunate accidents in Yemeni territorial
waters (the grounding of the livestock vessel and the dumping of the pesticides
around the coast of Hodiadah). The PERSGA/MEMAC has played a pivotal role in
mitigating the effects of the possible damage to the coastal communities and on
the living marine resources in the area. In addition to its contribution in the prepar-
ation of the Guidelines for Emergency Procedures for Republic of Yemen which
proves once again the importance of the role of PERSGA to RSGA countries.
Eventually, | would like to lay emphasis to the unrelenting support of Yemen to
PERSGA activities and programmes and to the need of cooperation and coordina-
tion with all the RSGA countries; in order to secure additional financial resources
for PERSGA to enable play the proper role as envisaged in the Jeddah conven-
tion and its work plan, aiming to the conservation of our common marine environ-
ment and to the achievement of sustainable development policies in our region.

Dr. Abdul-Rahman F. Al-Eryani

Minister of Water and Environment
Republic of Yemen
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ith kind hosting by the

Kingdom of Saudi Ara-

bia, the 9th Gilobal
Meeting of Regional Seas Con-
ventions and Action Plans
(RSCAPs) was held during 29-
31 October 2007 at the Confer-
ence Palace in Jeddah. The
meeting was organized by
UNEP in collaboration with
PERSGSA
HRH Prince Turki bin Naser Bin
Abdelaziz (President of the
Presidency of Meteorology and
Environment-PMA, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia opened the meet-
ing activities. In his welcome
address, HRH indicated the ef-
forts by the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia headed for conservation
of the marine environment
through adoption of the ecosys-
tem approach; within the frame-
work of the Kingdom policies
and directives to achieve sus-

tainable development in all sec-
tors. HRH further explained the
role played by the Kingdom
along with the international
community in the conservation
and the protection of the marine
environment in favor of the well-
being of mankind. He also em-
phasized on the role of the Sau-
di government in supporting
PERSGA, which has enabled
the later to attain achievements
at the regional level. Expressing
his thanks to the participants for
their coming, HRH concluded
his welcome address wishing
all a successful meeting and a
pleasant stay in Jeddah.

PERSGA's Secretary General
Prof. Ziad Hamzah Abu-
Ghararah addressed the meet-
ing and expressed his gratitude
and appreciation to the govern-
ment of Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia for its generous hosting of

this  important international
meeting. He pointed out the im-
portance of the marine environ-
ment in sustaining life on earth,
the integration of its ecosystem
with that of the terrestrial eco-
system, and the growing im-
pacts pressures as a result of
the increased human activities
and the economic development
on both systems in recent
years. The PERSGA SG also
emphasized on the ecological
and economic importance of
the Red Sea and the Gulf of
Aden from both regional and
global perspectives, which re-
fers to the uniqueness of the
Red Sea, its enormous biodi-
versity,  semi-isolation  and
prime significance for interna-
tional navigation, as well as
supporting substantial touristic
and economic investments on
its coasts. He stressed on the
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importance of conserving the
Red Sea, as it is one of the
least polluted regional seas in
the world, and concluded his
address by signifying some
PERSGA efforts in this regard.

United Nations Environment

Programme (UNEP)
Mr. Shafqat Kakahl,the Deputy
Executive Director of UNEP
started his address to the meet-
ing by expressing his sincere
appreciation to the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, for its generous
hosting of the conference, and
to PERSGA for its support and
excellent organisation of the
meeting. He pointed to the
cooperation between UNEP
and PERSGA, which can be
traced back to the time of ini-
tiating the implementation of
the Jeddah Convention in1989.
Finally, he put emphasis on the
importance of addressing the
accelerated degradation of the
world’s oceans and coastal are-
as, and highlighted the meas-
ures taken by UNEP to address
this problem, particularly through
fostering cooperation between
countries sharing regional seas.
After the welcome and opening
addresses, the meeting select-
ed Dr. Abdelrahman Fadl Al-
Eryani (Minster of Water and
Environment in the Republic of
Yemen) to chair the meeting
sessions. The approximately
Seventy participants of the
meeting represented executive
directors, coordinators and sec-
retary generals of the conven-
tions, regional organizations
and senior staff from the
UNEP, IPCC, other related in-
ternational organizations, in ad-
dition to the PERSGA Focal
Points.
The meeting held around ten
sessions distributed over three
days, besides the opening and
closing ones, and other five
meetings of the ad hoc groups
responsible for drafting the Jed-
dah Declaration and the
RSCAPs Strategic Directions
(2008-2012). The event was
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extensively covered by media, including 11 radio/
TV broadcasting channels; ten local, four regional
and three international newspapers.

Many issues and case studies were presented and
discussed in the meeting according to the agenda
prepared by UNEP and deliberated by PERSGA
specialists, who had also significantly contributed
to drafting the Jeddah Declarations and Strategic
Directions 2008-2012s. The following is a sum-
mary of the major topics that were discussed:

= Achievements attained and major challenges met
during the implementation of the Regional Seas
Strategic Directionss 2004-2007

= Adapting to and mitigating the impacts of climate
change on the marine and coastal environment.

= Millennium Ecosystem Assessment.

m Ecosystem-based Approach.

= International governance and scientific issues re-
lating to the high seas and deep-sea ecosystems and
biodiversity.

m Technical cooperation and capacity-building.
mJeddah Declaration and Regional Seas Strategic
Directions 2008-2012.
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= Upcoming events and emerg-
ing issues.
The major outcome of the meet-
ing was the adoption of the Jed-
dah Declaration and Strategic
Directions 2008-2012, after
both documents had been ap-
proved by all participants.

In the closing session the par-
ticipants expressed their thanks
to the government of Saudi Ara-
bia for hosting this important
meeting and showed apprecia-
tions to PERSGA for the good
organization of the meeting.
PERSGA achieved a major suc-
cess by organizing this interna-
tional meeting, which was con-
sidered a landmark in
consolidating and strengthening
its international partnerships
with other organizations. Also
this meeting has paved the way
to strengthen the pillars of the
good relations between PERS-
GA and UNEP, which will even-
tually benefit the countries in
the region.

Regional Seas Programme:
UNEP Regional Seas Pro-
gramme is one of the major
achievements of UNEP during
the last 30 years. The pro-
gramme aims at addressing the
accelerated degradation of the

environment of the world’s oceans
and coastal areas through the sus-
tainable management and use of
the marine and coastal environ-
ment. The programme intention is
to engage the neighboring coun-
tries in comprehensive and specific
action plans to protect their shared
marine environment.

Today, there are 19 Regional Seas
Conventions and Action Plans
(RSCAPs), representing more than
140 countries around the world.
The program which was estab-
lished under the auspices of
UNEP consists of the following
RSCAPs: the Black Sea, Wider
Caribbean, East Africa, South
East Asia, ROPME (Gulf Area),
Mediterranean, North-East Pacif-
ic, North-West Pacific, Red Sea
and Gulf of Aden, South Asia,
South-East Pacific, Pacific, and
Central West Africa. Furthermore,
there are five partner pro-
grammes for the Antarctic, Arctic,
Baltic Sea, Caspian Sea and
North-East  Atlantic  Regions.
Their program of work is being
coordinated by the UNEP Re-
gional Seas Secretariat at UNEP
Head quarters in Nairobi. UNEP
is holding an annual global meet-
ing for RSCAPs in order to ex-
change experiences and develop
future strategies and plans.
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e the Chairs of the Con-

ferences of the Parties/

Intergovernmental Meet-
ings of the Regional Seas Con-
ventions and Action Plans
(RSCAPs); the Secretaries Gen-
eral/Coordinators/Executive
Secretaries of the RSCAPs; with
the valued support and concur-
rence of delegates from interna-
tional organizations, conven-
tions, intergovernmental panels,
financial institutions and acade-
mia,
Having met in Jeddah from 29
to 31 October 2007 at the 9th
Global Meeting of the Regional
Seas Conventions and Action
Plans,
Recalling the Declaration of the
United Nations Conference on
the Human Environment, adopt-
ed in Stockholm on 16 June
1972, the Rio Declaration of 14
June 1992, the UN Millennium

Declaration 2000, the Plan of
Implementation of the World
Summit on Sustainable Devel-
opment 2002 and the Beijing
Declaration 2006,
Acknowledging the ultimate de-
pendence of life including man-
kind and other life forms on the
health and integrity of the ma-
rine and coastal environment,
Recognizing the value of marine
and coastal resources as the
main source and reserve for
food security, economic well-
being and health for a signifi-
cant number of people in the
world,

Also, recognizing that marine
and coastal environments are
vulnerable to unprecedented im-
pacts of climate change, along
with the impacts of the continu-
ing and projected increase in
marine and coastal pollution; re-
flecting the findings and detec-
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tions of the IPCC assessment
reports and the projected detri-
mental social, economic, health
and environmental impacts in
the coastal areas, where 38% of
the world population live and
70% of the world mega-cities
exist,

Noting the growing damage that
those impacts are causing to the
people and marine ecosystem
including loss of habitats (such
as corals, wetlands), biodiversi-
ty, and income generating and
food resources,

Emphasizing the key role of the
RSCAPs in facilitating the imple-
mentation of current and future
global conventions, strategies,
declarations, resolutions, initia-
tives, and action programmes
addressing coastal and marine
environment protection and con-
servation,

Admitting that effective integration



policies and programmes ad-
dressing marine/coastal protec-
tion and sustainable develop-
ment require comprehensive
approaches, and that lessons-
learnt from and examples pro-
vided by pre-existing projects
implemented by the
RSCAPs offer valuable

towards the guidance for wider-

: spread adoption of
stistainable such approaches,

development of the Acknowledging  the

, trans-boundary  na-

marine and coastal ture of the marine and

environment coastal  environment

and the growing need
for regional and global col-
laboration and coordination in
addressing environmental is-
sues, and progress made in the
implementation of the Strategic
Directions for the Regional Seas
Programmes 2004-2007,
Realizing the global challenges
in adapting to and mitigating the
impacts of climate change on
the marine and coastal environ-

ment, and noting the importance of the
RSCAPs as useful forums for highlighting
climate change,

Also realizing the potential for legal and eco-
nomic measure to enable carbon capture
and storage in sub-sea geological forma-
tions within a suite of climate change mitiga-
tion measures,

Considering the importance of the use of ec-
onomic valuation of goods and services pro-
vided by coastal and marine resources, in
addition to applying cost-benefit analysis to
support preventive approaches in address-
ing environmental management priorities,
Also, considering that the conservation of
the high seas and deep-water ecosystems
and biodiversity needs global cooperation
regarding both relevant international govern-
ance and scientific issues,

Conscious of the need to support the main-
streaming of the Regional Seas conven-
tions, protocols and action plans into nation-
al development planning and budgeting,
Aware of the need to further implement the
ecosystems approach in management, and
continue to develop proactive, creative and
innovative partnerships and networks to
support its implementation,
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Convinced of our responsibilities
to encourage and support our
member states to fulfill their com-
mitments to protect and conserve
the marine environment through
implementing regional agree-
ments and instruments, along
with the strategic directions and
recommendations of the global
Regional Seas , and seeking to
build upon them,

Resolve:

1. To recommit ourselves to im-
plement the existing resolutions
and agreements of the Global Re-
gional Seas Programmes, and
the Strategic Directions for the
Regional Seas Programmes
2004-2007, agreed upon at the
6th Global Meeting of the Region-
al Seas Conventions and Action
Plans as an effective approach
reflecting our will, common vision
and cooperation to protect, con-
serve and sustainably manage
our global coastal and marine en-
vironment;

2. To support the implementation
of the Beijing Declaration of the
Global Programme of Action for
the Protection of the Marine Envi-
ronment from Land-based Activi-
ties, especially the provision relat-
ed to the "development and
implementation of protocols ad-
dressing land-based pollution
sources and activities";

3. To commit ourselves to further-
ing the implementation of the
RSCAPs in light of the Global
Strategic Directions for the Re-
gional Seas Programmes 2008-
2012 (adopted at the 9th Global
Meeting of the Regional Seas
Conventions and Action Plans),
and declare our intention to do so
by designing, implementing and
strengthening our actions;

4. To call upon United Nations
agencies and UN inter-agency
groups, multilateral environmental
agreements, and regional allianc-
es/unions/leagues or any kind of
association to support (through
inter alia, financial assistance,
technical assistance, capacity
building and institutional strength-
ening mechanisms) the regional
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structures for implementing the Global Strategic Di-
rections for the Regional Seas Programmes 2008-
2012;

5. To encourage State Parties of RSCAPs, as ap-
propriate and according to their own procedures, to
consider, adopt and implement the Global Strategic
Directions for the Regional Seas Programmes
2008-2012;

6. To develop and implement actions to adapt to
the impacts of climate change, including strength-
ening regional monitoring to detect changes in
oceanographic parameters, carrying out vulnerabili-
ty assessments, developing regional and national
early warning systems, cooperation in contingency
planning and disaster management, assessment
and mitigating socio-economic impacts and taking
relevant precautionary measures with regard to
coastal planning and development;

7. To call upon international and regional financial
institutions and donor countries to support the im-
plementation of the Global Strategic Directions for
the Regional Seas 2008-2012, at the appropriate
levels in developing countries;

8. To promote and enhance the participation and in-
volvement of local and regional authorities,
communities and other stakeholders in the
mechanisms of implementing RSCAPs
and their Global Strategic Directions;

9. To initiate and strengthen partner-

ships at the national, regional, and in-
ternational levels, with emphasis on
promoting  sustainable  financing
mechanisms to implement the Global
Strategic Directions for the Regional

Seas 2008-2012;

10. To enhance the application of eco-
systems approach to coasts, oceans and
large marine ecosystems and island management
and to strengthen them at the national level;

11. To integrate and mainstream economic valua-
tion of goods and services provided by coastal and
marine resources, to support sustainable approaches
in addressing environmental management priorities;
12. To continue encouraging, supporting, enhanc-
ing and developing appropriate tools and mecha-
nisms to mainstream RSCAPs into national plan-
ning and budgeting;

13. To call upon the UNEP Governing Council/
Ministerial Environment Forum to endorse and en-
hance the implementation of the Global Strategic Di-
rections for the Regional Seas 2008-2012.

14. To express special gratitude and appreciation
to the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
for hosting the 9th Global Meeting of the Regional
Seas Conventions and Action Plans held in Jeddah
29-31 October 2007.

31 October 2007, Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Furthering the
implementation of the
Regional Seas
Conventions and
Action Plans
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1. Strengthen the scientific
component of the Regional
Seas Conventions and Action
Plans through

i) the development of monitor-
ing networks; ii) the identifica-
tion of pollution sources, such
as point and nonpoint sources,
river inputs, nutrients, atmos-
pheric deposition, marine litter,
etc); iii) the periodic assess-
ment of marine pollution, ma-
rine biodiversity, and coastal
zone development; iv) the con-
tribution to the UN global report-
ing and assessment of the state
of environment, including socio-
economic aspects as well as to
the UNEP GEO process; v) the
active collaboration with the
marine-related Multilateral Envi-
ronmental Agreements; and vi)
cooperation with UNESCO/IOC
and its various scientific pro-
grammes related to the

marine and coastal environ-
ment.

2. Promote the use of integrat-
ed approaches such as ecosys-
tem management and coastal
zone management at the glo-
bal, regional and national lev-
els.

3. Address the impact of cli-
mate change on the marine and
coastal environment by assess-
ing and addressing the potential
social, economic and environ-
mental impacts and conse-
guences on fisheries, tourism,
human health, marine biodiver-
sity, coastal erosion, and small
islands ecosystems. Promote
cooperation for formulating re-
gional climate change adapta-
tion strategies.

4. Contribute to the implemen-
tation of the Beijing Declaration
of the Global Programme of Ac-
tion for the Protection of the

Marine Environment from Land-
based Activities, especially the
provision related to the "devel-
opment and implementation of
protocols  addressing land-
based pollution sources and ac-
tivities".

Adopt or update strategic action
plans to control pollution from
land-based activities and en-
sure their effective implementa-
tion. Enhance current actions in
sanitation and urban wastewa-
ter treatment (under the Millen-
nium Development Goals) and
promote efforts to reduce ma-
rine pollution from non-point
sources and inputs from rivers.
5. Intensify regional activities in
support of the WSSD Plan of
Implementation and the Jakarta
Mandate of the Convention on
Biological Diversity, notably by
identifying critical issues of ma-
rine biodiversity, protecting its
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major components, and promot-
ing its sustainable use; more
specifically, focusing on:

m Regional cooperation towards
the establishment of marine
and coastal protected areas
and the

designation of important wet-
lands under the Ramsar Con-
vention;

m Addressing the protection of i)
marine biodiversity beyond are-
as of national jurisdiction; and

ii) deep-sea biodiversity at the
regional scale;

m Cooperation with FAO
and regional fisheries
management organisa-
tions (RFMO) to address
environmental impacts of
fisheries and promote an
ecosystem management
approach;

m Participation in the Co-
ral Reef Initiative and the
Small Islands Developing
States Programme, as
appropriate.

6. Develop regional
cooperation and promote
the effective implementa-
tion, as applicable, of
Multilateral Environmen-
tal Agreements, in partic-
ular teh Convention on
Biological diversity and
other biodiversity-related
agreements.

7. Strengthen regional
cooperation with the In-
ternational Maritime Or-
ganization (IMO) and
promote the implementa-
tion, as pertinent, of the
IMO conventions, such
as those on marine pollu-
tion (MARPOL), oil pollu-
tion and chemicals pre-
paredness (OPRC and OPRC-
HNS), ballast water, and the
London Convention and Proto-
col on dumping at sea.
Implementation of the strategic
directions

8. In order to effectively carry
out the Strategic Direction
2008-2012, RSCAP governing
bodies will endeavour to:

m Strengthen their capacities in
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governance and sustainable financing mechanisms
through, amongst

others, the mobilization of external funding.

m Improve their scientific base and their capacity to
follow scientific issues, undertake monitoring and
assessments and plan results-oriented activities.

m Build on the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology
Support and Capacity Building to enhance regional
and national technical, administrative and legal ca-
pacities related to the management of marine
issues.

m Develop and strengthen reporting, and compli-
ance and enforcement mechanisms; develop syn-
ergies with Multilateral Environmental Agreements.
m Publish and disseminate regular reports on the

state of the marine environment and the implemen-
tation of the Regional Seas Conventions and Ac-
tion Plans; reports are to be reviewed by Parties.

m Raise public awareness on the importance of the
Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans, and
draw in all appropriate regional stakeholders, eco-
nomic sectors, academia and civil society in their
promotion and implementation.

m Promote, develop and implement GEF-eligible
projects in the context of the Large Marine Ecosys-
tem approach.




Regional Action Plan for Sustainable
Management of Marine Litter

nder the international initiative of
UNEP/GPA for the protection of marine
environment from marine litter, PERS-
GA with support of the Regional Seas Pro-
grammes - is currently preparing a regional
action plan for the sustainable manage-
ment of marine litter in the region.
This plan includes the assessment of
marine litter in RSGA and strategies for
managing it in order to protect the marine
environment; the regional action plan is expect-
ed to be officially launched during 2008.
In this context PERSGA organized a regional workshop
to discuss the regional action plan, at PERSGA/MEMAC
in Hurghada Egypt 14-15 April 2007. At least two Repre-
sentatives of the member states attended the regional
workshop and actively discussed and participated in the
development of the Draft Document.
This activity was preceded by completing questionnaires
through national specialists, in order to collect the data
and information required for assessing the current situa-
tion of marine litter in the region. The workshop also dis-
cussed the current constraints and their significance on
national and regional levels, and recommended several
amendments to the draft document.

B R
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Biological Baseline Surveying

ERSGA organized a region-
P al training workshop on

Port Biological Baseline
Surveying. The main objective of
the training was to support build-
ing national capacities in the
member states to implement Arti-

cle 8th of the Regional Protocol
Concerning Biodiversity Conser-
vation and Establishment of a Net-
work of MPAs, recently adopted
by the member states in 2005.

This article is concerned with
combating Invasive Aquatic Spec-
es (IAS). Other objectives of the
workshop included establishing a
regional team for the collaboration
and exchange of experience and
knowledge on Port Baseline Sur-
veying among the member states,
and further training of national
specialists in RSGA Countries.
The workshop was held at the
PRESGA/MEMAC Building in Hur-
ghada, Egypt. The training was
conducted by two experts from
the International Maritime Organi-
zation (IMO), and attended by 15
participants from PERSAG mem-
ber states.
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The training focused on the fieldwork
and practical aspects through sever-
al field surveys and practical ses-
sions, which were conducted at Hur-
ghada port and PERSGA/MEMAC
laboratory. These were preceded by
a series of lectures to provide the
participants with the scientific back-
ground required. The training course
was structured into 6 units covering
several aspects including:

Kinds of port surveys for Invasive Aquat-
ic Speces (IAS) and pests; survey de-
sign and required tools and equipment;
sampling methods and identification of
IAS; sorting records and establishing
IAS sample references; methods of data
analysis and development of survey/
monitoring reports.

At the end of the training workshop,
the participants were provided by CD
copies including the course lectures,
materials and additional literature on
the subject.

shl %,

A Regional Training workshop on Port




A Regional Training Workshop on Fish Stock Assessment:

regional training workshop on
the methods of fish stock as-

sessment was held during 22-
26 April 2007 at PERSGA HQ in Jed-
dah. The workshop was arranged with-
in the framework of implementing para-
graphs 12.5, 18.1 and 18.2 of the
Regional Action Plan, attached to Jed-
dah Convention (1982). These para-
graphs are concerned with stock as-
sessment and sustainable exploitation
of marine living resources in the re-
gion, and provision of the required sci-
entific and technical knowledge to un-
dertake environmental conservation
and sustainable management of ma-
rine resources.

The workshop was organized in collaboration with
the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (ISESCO), and attended by 22 par-
ticipants from PERSGA Region, in addition to
trainees from Oman, Qatar, Bahrain and UAE.
The training was conducted by two experts from
US and PERSGA Region. The workshop has
thus significantly contributed to strengthening
partnerships with the co-organizers and partici-
pating entities from outside the region, in addition
to its main objectives, which included capacity
building, establishing a regional team, and further
training of other national specialists through those
who attended the workshop.

The training included theoretical and practical
sessions on fundamentals pre-requisite for han-
dling and analyzing the various kinds and forms
of available fisheries data (such as biological
data, length frequency and catch data) for stock
assessment purposes. The training course was
structured into four units covering various fish
stock assessment methods, and based on scien-
tific manuals and technical series published by
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).
This included also the application of two soft-
ware packages (FiISAT & Abee) developed by
the FAO for the data analysis, in addition to the
usage of Microsoft excel in applying some ana-
lytical models.
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A Regional Training Workshop on Wastewater Treatmentin Coastal
Cities: Operations and control

ERSGA organized a training
P workshop on Operations and

Control in Wastewater Treat-
ment Stations in coastal cities during
20-23 May 2007 at PERSGA HQ in
Jeddah. The workshop was held in the
framework of supporting member
states in building capacities to imple-
ment the Regional Protocol for Protect-
ing the Marine Environment from Pollu-
tion from the Land Based Activities,
adopted in 2005. Atrticle 6 of the proto-
col is particularly concerned with
wastewater treatment and manage-
ment. Also, improvement of wastewa-
ter management in coastal cities has
been identified as one of the main pri-
orities in the Regional Program for the
Protection of the Marine Environment
from Land Based Pollution, which
PERSGA is implementing in the re-
gion. The Regional Program is linked
to a Global Program implemented by
UNEP. PERSGA has organized in Au-
gust 2006 a training workshop on Mu-
nicipal Wastewater Management in
Coastal Cities, thus the wastewater
management-Operation and Control
workshop came as a further step to

Al Sanbouk - Issue 24 - FEBRUARY 2008 15

build regional capacities in this field.

The workshop was organized in collaboration
with the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (ISESCO). 19 participants at-
tended the training, 16 of them were from
PERSGA member states and 3 from North Afri-
ca. The training was conducted by an interna-
tional expert and another one from the Region.
The training focused on several important top-
ics, including sources and methods for waste-
water treatment, different treatment technology
(such as primary, secondary, tertiary, biological
and additional treatment), wastewater recycling,
site selection for treatment plants, elements of
operation and control in treatment units, dispo-
sal of treated wastewater, environmental im-
pacts and occupational hazards, and effective
financial management of treatment plants.



aragraph 18.2 of the

Regional Action Plan

attached to Jeddah
Convention (1982) focuses
on improving technical capac-
ities and scientific knowledge
at national levels in order to
assist in protecting the ma-
rine  environment. Hydro-
graphic data plays an essen-
tial role in reduction of
navigation risks, and the
planning of construction in
coastal/marine areas, hence
reducing pollution hazards.
Within this framework a work-
shop on phase | hydrographic
capacities was held at PERS-
GA HQ in Jeddah 13-14 Nov
2007. The workshop was or-
ganized in collaboration with
the Northern Indian Ocean
Hydrographic ~ Commission
(NIOHC), the International
Hydrographic  Organization
(IHO), the United Kingdom
Hydrographic Office and Hy-
drography Office- Military
Surveying Department in
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Participants from PERSGA
region, in addition to Paki-
stan, Iran, Oman, Qatar, Bah-
rain and UAE attended the
training. The training was
conducted by experts from
UK, USA and Pakistan. It fo-
cused on several themes,
such as importance of hy-
drography and its role in pro-
tection of the environment,
different phases of building
hydrographic capacities (col-
lection and exchange of data
to update nautical charts, car-
ry out hydrographic surveys
for the purpose of nautical
chart production, and produc-

Technical workshop on Hydrographic Capacities

tion and distribution of nautical charts), Marine Safety Infor-
mation (MSI) system, Global Maritime Distress and Safety
System (GMDSS), S-55 Program of the IHO, and GIS for
Hydrographic data in PERSGA region. The workshop also
discussed PERSGA program for hydrographic surveys and
reduction of navigation risks. In addition the trainees partici-
pated by displaying short presentations on status of hydro-
graphic capacities in their respective countries.
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MARINE LITTER CLEANUP CAMPAIGNS

. o

ithin the framework of the Re-
gional Action Plan for Sus-

tainable Management of Ma-
rine Litter in the region (RAP-ML), in
align with the Regional Action Pro-
gramme for the Protection of the Ma-
rine Environment from Land-Based Ac-
tivities (RPA) and supported by
Regional Seas Programme (RSP)/
UNEP, PERSGA conducted three ma-
rine litter cleanup campaigns under a
slogan of Cleanup Our Seas ".
A number of awareness materials( pos-
ters-shirts, cups, stickers) were de-
signed, produced and distributed.
Participants wer also awarded certifi-
cates from PERSGA, appreciating their
participation in the campaigns were
launched in three member countries
(Saudi Arabia, Djibouti and Yemen) in
coordination with their focal points un-
der supervision of PERSGA and in
presence of the Coordinator of RPA.
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Strengthen the Relation and Building
new partnerships with IMO

PERSGA has considerably reinforced its partnership
with IMO in 2007 through establishing several collab-
orative activities. Chief initiatives and achievements
among these include:
H =5 N
1- Participation of PERSGA in the IMO meetings
as an observer
Admitting the IMO invitation, PERSGA attended
the IMO Council Meeting (during 25-29 June)
and the IMO General Assembly Meeting (13-
23 November) in 2007 as an observer.
This has facilitated a series of Ad hoc
meetings with IMO senior executives, in-
cluding the Secretary General of IMO (Mr.
Efthimios E. Mitropoulos) and the IMO Manager,
Division of Marine Environment (Dr. Miguel Palomares),
the outcome of which was signing an agreement of technical coopera-
tion, along with two MOUs for implementing PERSGA-IMO joint activi-
ties in RSGA region.

2- Agreement of Technical Cooperation with IMO:

PERSGA has signed this agreement of technical cooperation with the
IMO by the end of 2007. According to this agreement PERSGA shall
have access to a variety of services provided by the IMO, such as
technical consultation and assistance, and personnel/ equipment ex-
change.

PERSGA is hoping that this agreement will facilitate significant techni-
cal support to enhance its program activities at PERSGA/MEMAC, and
other regional programs linked with IMO such as combating marine
pollution, emergency planning, port state control, and ratification of in-
ternational conventions.

3- MOU for organizing joint training workshops:

PERSGA signed an MOU with IMO for organizing joint regional train-
ing and building capacities in PERSGA member countries.

By this agreement the IMO will provide technical and financial support
to PERGA to organize three training workshops during 2008/2009 on
the following topics:

= London Dumping Convention ( 1972 ) and its 1988 protocol

= sensitive mapping.

= Ballast waster management

4- MOU for PERSGA participation in the implementation of Global Bal-
last water management project:

PERSGA has signed another MOU with IMO, regarding its partaking in
implementing the Global Ballast Water Management project, which will
start at the first quarter of 2008. In this framework, the project manager
at IMO held an elucidatory meeting as a side event to the IMO General
Assembly. This meeting, which included Lead Partner Countries in the
project (comprise Egypt, Jordan and Yemen from the region), along
with PERSGA and other regional organizations, discussed the project
activities and the implementation plan in the RSGA and other regions.
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PERSGA New Publications

PERSGA continues to produce new publications in the frame-
work of its objectives to produce and disseminate reports
and other publications to institutions related fo coastal and
marine environment in the region.

1ICZM handbook
PERSGA has recently issued the Handbook for Integrated Coastal
Zone Management in the Arab World
The new handbook comes in the framework of PERSGA activities =
aiming at supporting efforts to implement ICZM within the Arab Ini-
tiative for Sustainable Development. PERSGA was assigned by -
CAMRE (Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environ-
ment) to take the responsibility of strengthening the required ca-
pacities in the Arab Countries to apply ICZM as a part of the Sus-
tainable Development initiative.
This handbook is an updated version of the ICZM handbook for =
the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden issued by PERSGA in 2006, it dis- =
cuses the concept of Coastal Zone Management and the metho-
dologies for implementation, it also contains a comprehensive
elaboration of how to prepare and implement a Coastal Zone Man-
agement plan, and demonstrates some of the Arab countries at-
tempts in this field as case studies, in order to provide examples
and facilitates exchange of experience.

Technical Series
PERSGA Published the following Technical Series.
m Technical Series Number 12 is entitled “Regional Action Plans
for Conservation of Marine Turtles, Seabirds and Mangroves in
the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden”, and represents a combination of 1
Regional Action Plans (RAPs) that have developed by PERSGA
since 2004. These RAPs identifies and prioritize sets of actions re-
lated to the management of the respective key conservation com-
ponents.
m Technical Series Number 13 is entitled “Survey of Natural Habi-
tats in Sudan and Plans for their Management”, and is based on
investigations carried out by PERSGA in Sudan prior to SAP. It
describes the methodologies followed during surveys, which will
be useful for future research and studies by national scien-
tists.These include the adoption of Pressure-State-Response mod-
el to identify sampling strategies and to develop management
guidelines, the selection of indicator species to support the P-S-R
model, and adoption of the Precautionary Principle.
m Technical Series Number 14 is entitled “Current Status of the Or-
namental Fish Trade in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden with Guide-
lines for a Self-financing Monitoring, Control and Surveillance Pro-
gram and Proposals for Quotas” and represents a combination of
two reports prepared by PERSGA during the SAP.
The three new issues are based on several reports and studies,
formerly carried out by PERSGA in the region, in collaboration
with ALECSO, UNEP and UNDP, and under the support of the
GEF, WB, IDB and PERSGA states

Publications of the on-ground activity project

(Kingdom of Saudi Arabia).
on the other hand, PERSGA produced a number of new publica-
tions within teh framework of its On-Ground Activities in KSA
which included:

= A booklet containingresults of the surveys and information on
the diving sites, and floating buoys.

m |llustrating maps (50X70 cm) showing the locations of the div-
ing sites and of Mooring Buoys installed.

m Leaflets including guidelines for using the Mooring Buoys by
boaters.
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The On-Ground
Activities Program

n the aftermath of the Strategic Action

Program (SAP), the Region has witnessed

an appreciable progress in its capacities

for sustainable management of coastal and ma-

rine environment. The most prominent fea-

tures of these were development and adop-

tion of knowledge-based, specific and long-

term Regional and National Action Plans

(RAPs and NAPs) for management of im-

portant marine habitats (coral reefs,

mangroves, seagrass beds), species

(seabirds, marine turtles and mam-

mals), marine protected areas, living

marine resources and coastal zones. De-

spite the considerable and continuous efforts

made through the PERSGA Training Program, the

existence of some gaps in the technical know-how, together

with shortage in finance represent major constraints impeding

proper Implementation of the action plans developed. The idea

of establishing (On-Ground Activities) Program emerged as an

outstanding down-to-earth approach to assist the member states.

The program was then initiated by PERSGA with the objective of

supporting national on-ground projects addressing sustainable de-
velopment and implementation of the action plans.

The national projects of the On-ground Activities Program focus

on various topics of national concerns, such as protecting or re-

habilitating coastal/ marine habitats, removing threats to coastal

environments, supporting implementation of national conserva-

tion management plans, education and training activities that

raise community awareness, knowledge or skills on coastal/

marine conservation issues. The program has proved to be one

of the most effective and rewarding programs implemented by

PERSGA, because of the tangible achievements attained, de-

spite the fact that a relatively short period of time elapsed since

it has been launched in 2006.
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On-ground Project in Saudi Arabia: Installing mooring
buoys at tourist diving sites near Jeddah

he coastal zone facing Jeddah is con-

sidered as one of the most vulnerable

areas on the Red Sea coast of Saudi
Arabia. The rapid increase in human activi-
ties, such as tourist industry and development
projects have posed increasing ecological im-
pacts on natural habitats. Diving tourism has
been particularly identified as one of the most
emerging issue of concern causing serious
impacts coral reefs in the area. In this re-
spect, PERSGA realizes the importance of
supporting national efforts by the Presidency
of Meteorology and Environment (PME) ad-
dressing this problem.
In coordination with PME, PERSGA has pre-
pared a proposal for an integrated plan for the
conservation of the coral reefs and coasts in
Jeddah Province. PERSGA then executed
phase one of the project as a part of its on-
ground activities in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
As an initial step a coordination meeting was
held at the PME, in which the Action Plan and
details of implementing phase | of the project
by PERSGA was discussed. All related na-
tional organizations/authorities have partici-
pated in this meeting.
Following this meeting PERSGA started to
implement phase one of the project including:
1- Conducting field surveys to evaluate the
current status at diving sites, and collect informa-
tion and data necessary to select suitable sites
and locations for installing Mooring Buoys.
2- Installing 40 buoy at 20 diving / fishing co-
ral reef sites in front of Jeddah coast.
3- Preparation and printing some publica-
tions, includes:

= A booklet containingresults of the surveys
and information on the diving sites, and
floating buoys.

m lllustrating maps (50X70 cm) showing the
locations of the diving sites and of Moor-
ing Buoys installed.

m Leaflets including guidelines for using the
Mooring Buoys by boaters.

4- Organizing a workshop for all stakeholders
by the end of the project implementation
phase in February 2008.
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PERSGA conducts an assessment of the
commercial sea cucumberin Yemen

(Ministry of Water and Environment-MWE), PERSGA, conduct-

ed an assessment of the commercial sea cucumber fishery in
Yemen during 6th to 24th of March 2007. Planned as an on-ground ac-
tivity in coordination with the Ministry of Fisheries, the project aimed at
providing a synopsis of the status of the sea cucumber fishery and rec-
ommendations for protecting the resource from over-fishing.
The assessment of the current situation of sea cucumber fisheries was
based on assessing the current fishing activities, fishing grounds, cur-
rent legislation (including by-laws), processing, market (export), gov-
ernment data collection protocols and monitoring. The study was car-
ried out through on-site visits to national centers (Sanaa, Al Hodiedah ,
Aden, Al Mukalla, and Socotra), and through on-site discussions with
fishing communities, fishermen and wholesalers along the coastline of
Yemen (Al Hodiedah to Al Mukalla) and the island of Socotra. The as-
sessment mission also included some lectures to train local fishery
staff on aspects of sea cucumbers, fisheries biology and management
of the stock.
Twenty one coastal communities were visited to assess the sea cu-
cumber stock, Including 5 sites along the Red Sea coast, 11 sites
along the Gulf of Aden and 5 coastal sites on the island of Socotra.
Information was also collected through direct conversation with fishery
staff, fishermen, wholesalers and exporters, and also from national re-
search institutes and universities.
During the mission, presentations detailing information on life histories,
reproduction, biology, taxonomy and the management of sea cucum-
ber were delivered at each of the four major coastal centers (Al Hodie-
dah , Aden, Al Mukalla, Hadibo-Socotra). At the end of the mission, a
presentation detailing the findings of the mission and recommenda-
tions to manage the sea cucumber, was delivered at the Headquarters
of MFW in Sanaa in presence of the Minister of fisheries and the Chief
of EPA. The overall outcomes of the project included the following:
= A report on the status and assessment of commercial sea cucumber
stock in Republic of Yemen and recommendations for their manage-
ment and conservation.
m A draft project proposal (concept paper) for the management and
conservation of sea cucumbers in the Republic of Yemen.

U pon a request from the Government of the Republic of Yemen

A National Workshop on
Sea cucumber Fisheries
inYemen

ERSGA in coordination with Yeme-
ni MWE and EPA, held a national
workshop on the current status of

sea cucumber fishery in Yemen. The
workshop aims to present the results and
recommendations of the sea cucumber
fishery report on 28th of November 2007
in Sanawa. Key speakers in the workshop
were the Chief of EPA and the Deputy
Minister of Fisheries for Production and
Marketing and PERSGA's Environmental
Specialist in charge of the Project. The
workshop discussed mainly the findings
and recommendations of the assessment
report. More than 30 specialists participat-
ed in activities of the workshop: from the
coastal governorates included: general di-
rectors and quality division directors of the
branches of MFW; from Marine Science
and Research Centers; and some general
directors of the EPA Branches, and from
relevant staff members of MWE, MFW
and EPA in Sanawa. The sessions of this
workshop were headed by the Deputy
Minister of fishery for Production and
Quality Sector who guided the delibera-
tions. At the end of the workshop, the par-
ticipants approved the recommendations
of the report as well as additional recom-
mendations reached during the meeting.
The most important additional recommen-
dation was the selection of a steering
committee to follow up the implementation
of the next stage of the project. The sea
cucumber fishery report is to be adopted
by the Fifth Phase of the Fishery Develop-
ment Project which will be implemented by
international donor organization (WB and
EU) under the auspices of Ministry of Fish-
ery in the Republic of Yemen at this stage.
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SUDAN ON-GROUND ACTIVITY
CAPACITY BUILIDING-INTEGRATED COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT

ICZM Project Background:

As per the project document, the ICZM Project
aims to establish sustainable and integrated
coastal zone management of the Red Sea coast
of Sudan. lts purpose is to identify adequate
measures and actions that favour harmonious de-
velopment, meeting both the needs of coastal
populations and the conservation of the reef and
coastal zone. Furthermore, the ICZM Project is
placing the improvement of poor peoplews liveli-
hoods at the heart of its action plan.

As a founding member of and main partner in the
ICZM Project, PERSGA has assumed direct re-
sponsibility over the following Project work-
packages: (a) Governance, legal issues and
ICZM; (b) Socioeconomic assessment; (c) Risk
management and EIA. Additionally, PERSGA as-
sists other partners for the ICZM Projectws edu-
cation and GIS programmes, and also conducts
capacity-building as a cross-cutting activity for all
of its efforts.

Governance, legal issues and ICZM:
ICZM Project Expected Deliverables:
m A precise Action Plan for implementing ICZM in
Sudan, including recommendations supporting
the definition of the Red Sea State Zoning
Scheme.
m Descriptive Legal Survey Report (Sudanese
laws and policies related to the project objectives,
comparative study of international, national, and
local legal framework, survey reports on tradition-
al arrangements, etc).
m Establishment of an ICZM office in Port Sudan
The office has been established and furnished
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with furniture and computers, also five full time
permanent staff has been hired

June 2007 Socioeconomic Training:
PERSGA and the Higher Council of the Environ-
ment and Natural Resources ¢ Red Sea State
jointly organised a workshop entitled bDesigning
a Socioeconomic Monitoring Programme for ICZM in
Sudans, held in Port Sudan, June 17th-19th 2007.
The workshop included local, regional and interna-
tional experts who discussed the way forward for a
Socmon programme for Sudan and conducted a pre-
liminary consolidation of available socioeconomic-
related literature for RSS. Training was also given
on how to develop and run a Socmon programme
and also on the process and importance of SIA in re-
lation to development projects.

December 2007 Training on Social Im-

pact Assessment and Evaluation:
A four-day focused training was conducted for
the Socioeconomic Programme Coordinator and
Socioeconomic Working Group during December
2007 in the RSS ICZM Office. The training was
organised to further increase the expertise of the
socioeconomic team and to further assist the es-
tablishment of a Socmon programme for Sudan.
Topics covered during this training, included: us-
ing and updating the database; how to interpret
data; SIA principles and procedures; stakeholder
analysis and interviews; socioeconomic base-
lines; among other related activities. The training
also included a case-study component, during
which three field visits were conducted so train-
ees could apply SIA for a desalination plant, ice
factory and petroleum storage tank area.



Djibouti On-ground Project 2007/2008

Public Awareness for Protection of the Environ

aising public awareness is indispensable
for protection of the environment and natu-

ral resources in the coastal areas. There
are additional benefits, such as participation of local
communities in conservation management and pro-
grams. Despite the costs, many countries including
the developed ones run public awareness programs
which proved to be valuable and effective in remov-
ing threats to marine/coastal environment, and en-
hance people participation in sustaining environ-
mental conservation management. Most of the
environmental problems manifest in the region be-
cause of the lack of sufficient awareness among
people, stakeholders, or even government officials.
In early 2007 a deliberation on Djibouti on-ground
Activity Project was initiated between PERSGA and
its Focal Point in Djibouti. The latter then submitted
a project proposal entitled bSensibilisation a la pro-
tection de Ilwenvironnements to PERSGA request-
ing assistance to implement the project in the Re-
public of Djibouti. PERSGA studied the project
proposal and suggested some amendments mainly
to meet PERSGA criteria for On-ground Activity
Program and to sustain longer duration of the pro-
ject implementation period that would secure reach-
ing the objectives and outcomes with more tangible
achievements. The project proposal and PERSGA
comments on the proposal were then discussed in
a meeting with the Focal point upon a visit of
PERSGA delegate to Djibouti during the first week
of April 2007. The meeting recommended redrafting
of the proposal considering PERSGA comments
and resubmission of the proposal to PERSGA for
technical and financial assistance. The revised pro-
posal was resubmitted to PERSGA, who has then
approved allocation of necessary funds to support
implementation of the project
The project objectives are well in accordance with
PERSGA mission. It targets a large group of coastal
communities, of which raised environmental percep-
tion will greatly assist in protection the marine/coastal
environments. The project also enhances people par-
ticipation and indirectly alleviate poverty by ensuring
protecting the ecosystem resource that provide sever-
al income generating source, services and goods.

Implementation of the project

The project implementation has started since Au-
gust 2007. PERSGA and the Direction of Environ-
ment and Land Use Planning (DELUP), Ministry of
Housing, Urbanism, Environment and Land Use
Planning (MHUEAT) in the Republic of Djibouti are
cooperating in executing the project in Djibouti. As
planned is to be implemented in three phases:

Phase I (August-November 2007).
The project preparation and initiation phase, includ-
ing the following activities:

m Purchasing consumable materials
m Preparation and printing of the pamphlets, pos-

ters, panels, brochures and other materials.

= Restoration and supporting the existing School
Clubs in the capital and coastal towns and village,
and if necessary establishing new one to cover all
coastal towns and villages.

m Undertake detailed program activities over the
subsequent 8 months.

m Establish contacts with broadcasting and press
media to prepare for organizing the proposed me-
dia programs.

m Prepare the syllabi and materials for the teachers
and NGOs training workshops.

= Nominate the participants of the workshops in co-
ordination with schools and NGOs.

Phase II (November 2007-March 2008)
m L aunching and undertaking the schools and civil
society program, and conduction of training work-
shops. Activities include:
m Classrooms lectures in primary schools in Djibouti
city (24 schools) and the other 5 districts of the
country (10 schools), all secondary and higher
schools in Djibouti city and the 5 districts, and the
University.
m Broadcasting of TV and Radio programs in
French, Somali and Afar (each program will be
transmitted two times in this phase).
m 6 training workshops for teachers (150 partici-
pants), 2 training workshops for NGOs workers (50
participants), and one training workshop for relig-
ious leaders.
m Theatre plays in Djibouti city and districts.
Installing panels in Djibouti city and coastal towns
in the country covering all major streets, markets,
shopping centres, bus stations, stadium, protected
areas, recreation places, airport, etc.

Phase III (April-July 2008):
= Recurring most of the schools, civil society and
media program activities. Continue the training
workshops activities; Preparation and submission
of the final report. Activities in this phase include:
= Classroom lectures in primary schools in Djibouti
city (24 schools) and the other 5 districts of the
country (10 schools), all secondary and higher
schools in Djibouti city and other 5 districts, and the
University of Djibouti.
m Broadcasting of TV and Radio programs in
French, Somali and Afar (each program will be
transmitted two times in this phase).
m 4 training workshops for teachers (100 partici-
pants) and one training workshop for NGOs work-
ers (25 participants).
m Theatre plays in Djibouti city and districts.
m Preparation and submission of the final project re-
port.
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e Implementation of Education for Sustaina-
ble Development

Aligned with the United Nations Decade of Edu-
cation for Sustainable Development-ESD
(2005-2014) and as a response to the declara-
tion of the Islamic Conference (Jeddah 2002), and
the Millennium Declaration and WSSD recommen-
dations (Johannesburg 2002), PERSGA has
joined the international efforts to realize and pro-
mote the concept of education for sustainable de-
velopment.

PERSGA has initiated the Programme on Edu-
cation for Sustainability in direct cooperation
with Agaba Special Economic Zone Authority
(ASEZA) as part of the implementation of the
ON-Ground activities in Jordan.

This project has started with launching the
workshop Education for Sustainable Develop-
ment in Agaba in direct coordination with ASE-
ZA at the beginning of 2007 (only a few days
before the 10th PERSGA Council meeting). In
this workshop it has been agreed on the initial
implementation plan of the project.

An MoU was signed with Al-Balga Applied Uni-
versity in Jordan, the following activities will be
implemented as part of the ESD programme:

e Producing a handbook (in Arabic) on Edu-
cation for Sustainable Development of Ma-
rine and Coastal resources:

The first edition of the handbook has been pre-
pared. In this edition similar models and inter-
ventions in the field of education for sustainabili-
ty at the international level have been
thoroughly reviewed and discussed, e.g, the
UNESCO experience. A pilot phase of this edi-
tion will be launched in a few selected schools
in Agaba. Accordingly, and based on the evalu-
ation results of the pilot phase, the project will
be expanded as a regional programme to be
implemented in all PERSGA member states.

e Preparing Handbook on “Sustainable De-
velopment Schools”

The first draft of this manual has been prepared
and it contains the required elements to imple-
ment a sustainable development school (in oth-
er words the standards for the school to be-
come a Sustainable School). The schools
participating in this program will receive a label-
ing system certificate. This programme will be
implemented in four schools as a pilot phase
and then it will be expanded over other schools.

e Designing a program for training school
teachers in the field of Education for Sus-
tainable Development

Currently, a specialized training program is be-
ing designed for training teachers on education
for sustainable development of marine and
coastal resources. This activity will be imple-
mented in cooperation with UNESCO, some
Jordanian universities and the Canadian Uni-
versity of Ottawa.
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From Stockholm to Kyoto
a Brief History of Climate Change

he United Nation is hosting
T a climate change confer-

ence on the Indonesian is-
land of Bali from December 2-14,
2007. Delegates from over 187
countries, together with observers
from intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations, will
meet to negotiate a new pact to
succeed the Kyoto protocol, which
expires in 2012. In the midst of the
current international debate on glo-
bal warming, it is instructive to note
that it has taken the United Nations
and the international community
some two generations to reach this
point.
To fully understand the current de-
bate, one must look at the rise in
prominence of environmental is-
sues on the global agenda and the
evolution of climate change within
that context. Environmental issues,
much less climate change, were

Compiled by: Mohamed Sid Ahmed Satti

not a major concern of the United
Nations in the period following the
Organization's creation. During its
first 23 years, action on these is-
sues was limited to operational ac-
tivities, mainly through the World
Meteorological Organization(WMO),
and when attention was paid to
them, it was within the context of
one of the major preoccupations
of that time: the adequacy of
known natural resources to provide
for the economic development of a
large number of UN members or the
"underdeveloped countries", as they
were then termed.

In 1949, the UN Scientific Confer-
ence on the conservation and utili-
zation of resources was the first
UN body to address the depletion
of those resources and their use.
The focus, however, was mainly on
how to manage them for economic
and social development, and not
from a conservation perspective. It

was not until 1968 that environ-
mental issues received serious at-
tention by any major UN organs.
The Economic and Social Council
on 29 May was the first to include
those issues in its agenda as a
specific item and decided-later en-
dorsed by the General Assembly-to
hold the first United Nations Con-
ference on Human Environment.

Held in Stockholm, Sweden from 5
to 16 June 1972, the UN Scientific
Conference, also known as the
First Earth Summit, adopted a dec-
laration that set out principles for
the preservation and enhancement
of the human environment, and an
action plan containing recommen-
dations for international environ-
mental action. In a section on the
identification and control of pollu-
tants of broad international signifi-
cance, the Declaration raised the
issue of climate change for the first
time, warning Governments to be
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mindful of activities that could lead to
climate change and evaluate the likeli-
hood and magnitude of Climate effects.
The UN Scientific Conference also pro-
posed the establishment of stations to
monitor long-term trends in the atmos-
pheric constituents and properties,
which might cause meteorological
properties, including climatic changes.
Those programmes were to be coordi-
nated by WMO to help the world com-
munity to better understand the atmos-
phere and the causes of climatic
changes, whether natural or the result
of man's activities. The Conference
also called for the convening of a sec-
ond meeting on the environment and
established the Governing Council of
the United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP), with its secretariat in
Nairobi, Kenya, the Environment Fund
and the Environment Coordination
Board. But climate change did not be-
come a central preoccupation of those
bodies. Water resources, marine mam-
mals, renewable energy resources, de-
sertification, forests, environmental legal
framework and the issue of environment
and development took centre stage.
Over the next 20 years, as part of ef-
forts to implement the 1972 decisions,
concern for the atmosphere and global
climate slowly gained international at-
tention and action. In 1979, the UNEP
Governing Council asked its Executive
Director, under the Earth Watch pro-
gramme, to monitor and evaluate the
long-range transport of air pollutants,
and the first international instrument on
climate-the Convention on Long-
Range Transboundary Air Pollution-
was then adopted. UNEP took it to an-
other level in 1980, when its Governing
Council expressed concern at the
damage to the ozone layer and recom-
mended measures to limit the produc-
tion and use of chlorofluorocarbons F-
11and F-12. This led to the negotiation
and adoption in 1985 of the Vienna
Convention for the Protection of the
Ozone Layer and the conclusion of a
Protocol to the 1979 Transboundary
Air Pollution Convention, which aimed
at reducing sulphur emissions by 30
per cent. In the meantime, palpable ev-
idence of climate change due to air
pollution was beginning to emerge in
the phenomena of acid rain in Europe
and North America, which resulted in
various programmes by UNEP and
WMO for keeping it in check.

However, in 1987 the UN General As-
sembly gave real impetus to environ-
mental issues, when it adopted the En-
vironmental Perspective to the Year
2000 and Beyond- a framework to
guide national action and international
cooperation on policies and pro-
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grammes aimed at achieving environ-
mentally sound development. The Per-
spective underlined the relationship
between environment and develop-
ment and for the first time introduced
the notion of sustainable development.
It was disappointing, however, that
such a long-term policy document,
while recognizing the need for clean
air technologies and to control air pol-
lution, did not make climate change a
central issue, but subsumed it under
its policy directive related to energy.

In 1988, global warming and the deple-
tion of the ozone layer became in-
creasingly prominent in the internation-
al public debate and political agenda.
UNEP organized an internal seminar in
January to identify environmental sec-
tors that might be sensitive to climate
change. The Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC), a forum for
the examination of greenhouse warm-
ing and global climate change, was es-
tablished and met for the first time in
November. The General Assembly
identified climate change as a specific
and urgent issue. In its resolution on
the protection of global climate for
present and future generations of man-
kind, it asked WMO and UNEP to ini-
tiate a comprehensive review and
make recommendations on climate
change, including possible response
strategies to delay, limit or mitigate the
impact of climate change. As a result,
1989 was a watershed year for climate
change, as the first significant global
efforts were taken. The Assembly, in
resolution 44/207, endorsed the UNEP
Governing Council's request to begin
preparations with WMO for negotia-
tions on a framework convention on cli-
mate change; regional action was also
being taken. In addition, the Maldives
Declaration on Global Warming and
Sea Level Rise was transmitted to the
UN Secretary-General and the Helsinki
Declaration on the Protection of the
Ozone Layer was adopted on 2 May.
Also in 1989, the Montreal Protocol on
Substances that Deplete the Ozone
Layer entered into force.

Efforts to raise awareness of the ef-
fects of climate changes were further
advanced at the second World Climate
Conference, held from 29 October to 7
November 1990. In its Ministerial Dec-
laration, the Conference stated that cli-
mate change was a global problem of
unique character for which a global re-
sponse was required. It called for ne-
gotiations to begin on a framework
convention without further delay. As
the urgency for a stronger international
action on the environment, including
climate change, gained momentum,
the General Assembly decided to con-

=)

vene in 1992 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
the United Nations Conference on En-
vironment and Development. The
Earth Summit, as it is also known, set
a new framework for seeking interna-
tional agreements to protect the integ-
rity of the global environment in its Rio
Declaration and Agenda 21, which re-
flected a global consensus on devel-
opment and environmental coopera-
tion. Chapter 9 of Agenda 21 dealt
with the protection of the atmosphere,
establishing the link between science
and sustainable development.

The most significant event during the
Conference was the opening for signa-
ture of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC); by the end of 1992, 158
State had signed it. As the most impor-
tant international action thus far on cli-
mate change, the Convention was to
stabilize atmospheric concentrations
of "greenhouse gases" at a level that
would prevent dangerous anthropo-
genic interference with the climate sys-
tem. It entered into force in 1994, and
in March 1995, the first Conference of
the Parties to the Convention adopted
the Berlin Mandate, launching talks on a
protocol or other legal instrument con-
taining stronger commitment for devel-
oped countries and those in transition.
The cornerstone of the climate change
action was, therefore, the adoption in
Japan in December 1997 of the Kyoto
Protocol to the UNFCCC, the most in-
fluential climate change action so far
taken. It aimed to reduce the industri-
alized countries' overall emissions of
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases by at least 5 per cent below the
1990 levels in the commitment period
of 2008 to 2012. The Protocol, which
opened for signature in March 1998,
came into force on 16 February 2005,
seven years after it was negotiated by
over 160 nations.

Eventually the United Nations has
shown its leadership role, in spite of its
some failures on the international polit-
ical stage, in bringing issues requiring
global action to international attention.
Also, the ex-vice president of the Unit-
ed States of America, Albert Al Gore,
has played a parallel role to the United
Nations to make it a pivotal issue for
years to come.
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Significance of coastal and marine
environmental monitoring

Dr. Mohammad Badran

Figure 1. Examples of healthy coral environments from PERSGA Region:

onitoring of coastal and marine environ-

ment is one of the key tools in scientif-

ically based marine and coastal re-
sources management. It aims at defining
ambient conditions and recording changes that
may occur in the ecosystem due natural and /
or anthropogenic sources. Most of the devel-
oped countries have well established sustaina-
ble monitoring programs of their coastal and
marine environments and consider such pro-
grams as important assists in marketing and
managing their resources, especially in recrea-
tion, tourism and living resources. In the less
developed countries the situation is different.
The value of monitoring is not fully appreciated
and quite often it is considered an economic bur-
den. However the value of environmental monitor-
ing would be appreciated and its costs would be
easily justified if it is kept in mind that monitoring
is a mean of early waning of changes that
may occur in the ecosystem due to pollution
not only from anthropogenic sources but also
from natural sources as well.

Stresses affecting coastal and

marine environment

Large marine ecosystems have developed to
some kind of a steady state that is mainly con-
trolled by the natural settings and atmospheric
annual cycle. However, gradual and abrupt
changes in the ecosystems do occur due to a
number of natural and anthropogenic stresses.
Pollution may enter the coastal and marine en-
vironment in different ways and factors that af-
fect pollution are numerous. These factors are
strongly related to pollution loads, wind intensity
and direction, currents, water temperature, sa-
linity, and characteristics and the geomorpholo-
gy of the coastline. The major sources of pollu-
tion include domestic wastewater, industrial
emissions and effluents, coastal waste disposal,
offshore maritime sources and pollution loads
carried by the wind and by watercourses com-
ing into the sea. In simple classification stresses
on the coastal and marine environment can be:

Natural stresses: such as periodic extreme low
tides, opportunistic species outbreak, earth-
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Figure 2. Clean and attractive beach from PERSGA region

quakes, wave and extreme high tide action
(tsunami) and periodic floods and fresh wa-
ter runoff.

Anthropogenic stresses: such as pres-
sure from population increases, including
migration; and intensified uses depletion of
fish stocks and destructive fishing methods
(traps, nets, spear-fishing, dynamite fish-
ing, etc.) collection of corals and ornamen-
tal reef species; untreated domestic sew-
age and industrial effluent, excessive non-
point source pollution e.g., from agricultural
runoff and contamination of aquifer, ship-
based pollution; including oil, plastics and
bilge water, land based and urban con-
struction activities including dredging, fill-
ing, and increased siltation, breakage of
corals by divers, watercraft and ships.

Thus monitoring of the marine and coastal
environment is of a high strategic value for
maintaining healthy ecosystems (Figure 1),
keeping ecosystem health under regular
check, scientifically based decisions in
coastal management and development is-
sues, and for human health. All these fac-
tors are certainly of high economic value
and can justify spending on monitoring pro-
grams. There are also some other justifica-
tions related to economic or legal con-
cerns. Some of these are: maintaining
attractive, healthy and clean tourism and
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recreational facilities (Figure 2), settle-
ment of disputes between industries shar-
ing a geographic location or even dis-
putes between countries in the case of
pollution accidents resulting in economi-
cal losses or in the case of specifying a
polluter to be held responsible for the ec-
onomic consequences. It is also impor-
tant for determining fines and taxes fol-
lowing the polluter pay principle.
Environmental monitoring programs re-
flect transparent governance and interac-
tive management. Environmental monitor-
ing also builds mutual confidence and
trust between neighbors at the division,
firm, institution and country levels. Moni-
toring results are usually made public and
they can be of a great value in environ-
mental education and public awareness.
With the increasing demand for tourism
and the increasing contribution of tourism
to the global economy and national prod-
ucts, there is growing environmental
awareness and concerns; tourism mar-
kets are becoming progressively more
critical about selecting destinations. Pub-
licly accessed monitoring results can be a
very important window for promoting and
marketing tourism and thus contributing
directly and significantly to national in-
comes.




Joradan’s NPA (National Progarmme of
Action for the Protection of the Marine
Environment from Land-Based Activities)

Jordan’s NPA Document
PERGA succeeded in Soliciting a financial grant from the
Coordination Office of Progarmme for the Protection of
the Marine Environment from Land-Based Activities
(GPA)/UNEP for developing the Jordan’s NPA Docu-
ment in coordination with the Jordn Government. It
was coordinated with the PERSGA focal point (Aga-
ba Special Economic Zone Authority (ASEZA)) for
development of the NPA; a working team was
formed for this purpose.
PERSGA contributed to development of the
NPA document through developing TORs for
the team members and a work plan along with
a time schedule for completion of the docu-
ment within a period not exceeding one year.
The development of the Jordan’s NPA docu-
ment was completed and submitted to the Coordi-
nation Office (GPA/UNEP), anticipating to start develop-
ing such a NPA for the other country members, with exception
of Yemen that already development and produced such a document. The
development of the final NPA document came following discussion of the
draft at national workshop.
Workshop on Jordan’s NPA
PERSGA organized, in coordination with ASEZA, a national workshop on
the NPA that was held on 11th November 2007 in Agaba National Park
Headquarters, Aqaba, Jordan. Activities of the workshop were opened by
the Vice Deputy Chief Commissioner/ Commissioner for Environmental
Affairs in presence of the Representative and Coordinator of PERSGA for
Land-Based Activities Programme.
A number of national specialists participated in the discussing the draft
NPA document at the workshop. Decision makers and different stakehold-
ers were involved to provide feedbacks and comments on the draft NPA
document. At the end of the workshop, problems, resulting in pollution of
the marine environment in Jordan, were identified , prioritized and the re-
lated applicable actions were taken and included in the final NPA docu-
ment, Comments and recommendations of the participants were consid-
ered in the development of the document.

The Programme for Protecting Marine
Environment from Land Based Activities

With support from UNEP/GPA a draft project document for the pro-
gram for protecting marine environment from the Land Based Activi-
ties has been prepared.

The project document contains five main proposals:

Wastewater treatment systems for coastal cities that have more than
m 50,000 inhabitants in the RSGA.

= Hotspots and sensitive areas.

m Management of Marine Litter in RSGA.

Quality of bathing water.

Management of hazardous wastes in RSGA.

The draft project document has been provided to the UNEP/GPA, this
activity comes after filling in all the questionnaires and preparation of
the project component reports related to the protection of marine en-
vironment from the land based activities in the region, that had been
signed at PERSGA HQ in September 2005, PERSGA will attempt to
attract funds for the next phase of the project (implementation phase).
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The 10th PERSGA ministerial council meeting

he meeting as hosted by Egypt in
T Hurgadah on the 3rd of March 2007.
The meeting was attended by their
Royal Highness and Excellencies- the lead-
ers of the participant delegates, and Dr.
Steve Miller, representative of the World
Bank.
In his opening address, the PERSGA Sec-
retary General, Prof. Ziad H. Abu-Ghararah
pointed out the success of PERSGA in exe-
cuting the training program of the year 2006
through holding 6 workshops that focused
on various disciplines of particular priorities
to the region. He also indicated the impor-
tant role of PERSGA/MEMAC as one of the
major pillars for reduction of navigation risks
and marine pollution in the region, and de-
noted the achievements by PERSGA in es-
tablishing new partnerships with internation-
al organizations. The PERSGA SG
concluded his address by insuring that
PERSGA is keen to implement several re-
gional projects, beside its will to exert more
efforts to reinforce its role at the internation-
al level.
H.E. Eng. Majed George Minister of Envi-
ronmental Affairs in Egypt addressed the
meeting welcoming the participants in Hur-
ghadah. He valued PERSGA efforts during
2006, particularly those targeting establish-
ment of new partnerships with international
organizations such as GEF and IDB, and
developing the State of Marine Environment
Report (SOMER). The Minister assured the
support of the government of Egypt to
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PERSGA, acknowledging its role facilitating
cooperation and association. He concluded his
address expressing his pleasure to host this
meeting and his thanks to the government of
Saudi Arabia for its continuous support and
hosting of PERSGA.

After that the subsequent president of PERS-
GA Council, Dr. Abdul-Rahman F. Al-Eryani
Minister of Water and Environment

Republic of Yemen chaired the meeting. He
addressed the members expressing his thanks
to the government of Egypt for hosting the
council meeting, and to H.E. Eng. Majed
George Minister of Environmental Affairs in
Egypt for his efforts during the 9th session of
PERSGA ministerial council, indicating the
achievements reached by PERSGA during this
session, specially the launching of the new
PERSGA/MEMAC. He also stressed on the
importance of coordination and cooperation at
both national and regional levels, as well as,
building partnerships with international organi-
zations and donors. He valued PERSGA activ-
ities specially the regional program for protect-
ing the marine environment form land based
activities, which PERSGA implements in col-
laboration with UNEP/GPA, and the prepara-
tion of the project document of the ballast
waster management in collaboration with the
IMO.

By the end of meeting, the council approved
the SG Report including the activities of the
9th session, and endorsed the decisions sug-
gested by the preceding Meeting of Focal
Points.
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