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Forword

Agenda 21, the gkhal actilrn pra9ramme developed by thc l9V2 Earth
Summit held in Rio dc Janciro, Brazil, called for a Global Confercnce
on the Sustainable Development of Small Islands Developing Statcs.
'[his was convened in Bridgctown, Barbados, on 25 April-6 May 1994.

Pacific leaders and delegations made valuable contributions to the
Plenary sessions of the Conference. These contributions included
country statemenls, commitments, constraints, concerns and views
regarding sustainable development, particularly for the Small Islands
Developing States.

On April 21, prior to the opening of the Conference, the Governor
General of Barbados convened a Meeting of Eminent Persons Group.
Two women from the Pacific were invited to be part of this group, with
myself invited to the Roundtable Group which provided advice on the
deliberations of the Eminent Group.

A Media Encounter session was convened before the Conference by the
UN Conference Secretariat to brief the media on issues to be discussed.
I was invited to speak on "Climate Change and Sea Level Rise - A
Small Islands perspective. "

Five Case Stud.ies were also commissioned by the LIN Conference
Secrenriat. SPREP was honoured by being invired Io present the case

stud)' on the "lnregrated Coastal Zone Management Programme" to the
Plenary ses-sion of rhe Conference.

All these conributions to rhe Conference are compiled in rhis
publication ivhich I hope you may find usetul.

IA/ 1u.r^.-C -llV--..-.-
Vili A. Fulvao
Director
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firfr Chairman' Distinguished Heads of Stato and Govarnmont, Mirrister:, ,(our Excellencios,Ladios and Gentlemen,

:
in tho lead up to this conferencs, my Governm€nt vrorked activery to encourars as rnanycountrles as possible to participate and to ensure high level participation. Facedwith thedecision to participate in the conference. the initial reacrion of many officials was that itwould ba difficult to justifT. The caribbean is seen as a tropicar paradise. Not a prace to doserious business' but rather to enjoy the sun, sea and sand. This reaction is symptomadc ofthe kind of problems that srnatl islinds face in their dealings with the rest at vtorld. Despitothe obvious case made by the islanders again and again that rhey face special problems intheir effons to secure a susrainable future for their peoples, they continue to rneet I

- indifference and scepticism. Not only because of their exotic image, but because theirproblems are not seen to be on the same scale as those demanding anention elsewhere. Aworld confronting the crises in somalia, Rwanda, Bosnia or Afghanistan and a UnitedNations organisation confrontin! an overloaced agenda finds it difficult to focus and to givedue anenrion to the needs of small island States.

Not so for the Secretary General of the Unitec Nations who opened this Conference twodays ago' As he grappled with difficult decisions over Bosnia, rhe Secrerary General made apoint of being here and of emphasizing that rhe concerns of even the smallesr members ofthe united Narions family deserve serious anention. The United Nadons was created tomaintain international peace and security and ro prornote the economic and sccialadvancement of all pecples. The sustainable cevelopment of small island Stares is linked tothe achievement of borh of these goats.

Australia has long uncerstood this. As an island counrrv itself. located in the pacific andIndian Oceans, Austraiia has reccgnized nor only the vuinerauilities of small islands, but thecritical importance of ensuring ihelr economic wetlbeing for the overall securiry of the .region' we need to think about islands in srrategic tarrnr. we also need to iaKe a long term'view, recognising that careiul planning can help us avoid problems in the future. Theinternational communiry is :oo much engagec rvith crisis management. Even ,,vhile copingwith crises we musr ail give more attention Ic preventive acdons and to addressing causes-rather than effects.

This is the fundamental message of Rio. sus:einable ceveropment, wherner it oe for smallisland developing states. .ountti., facing drcught and desenificarion or countnes witheconomies in transirion, is about rneasured plenning and the developmenr of suategies forthe long term' The Prcaram of Ac:ion, which will be rhe principal achievement of thisconference, should provide the instrum.n, t", r-"rr-i.i.lo states ro secure rhe economicand social wellbeing'of their peopies. But it should do much more rhan this. As the firstmajor world gathering dealing with sustsinable development since the 1gg2 Rio conference,it provides the opponunity for the internetionel community to develop practical plans andstrategies which c3n turn sustainable development from a srogan to something rhat bringstangible benefits to ordinary people. Not only island peoples, but all those concerned withthe more effective msn3gernent of resources on this planet. The significsnce of what waare dorng here reaches far beyond the shores of isrand states. This concept is caprured bythe idea: 'small islantls, big issues'. lVe knorv in., rrnril islands have big probtems, but inaddressing those proDlems lve can help iind solutions for problems that are not unrqus toisland Stores but which ere of prolound importance for us ail. Developing effectivetechniques to monitor ser level rise in small islrnd developing Stares willielp rvith the0lob3l etfort to derl rvirh rhe risk uri clim:re ch3n0e, Deveroping rn invenrory or biodiversity
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' Multilater"tl organisations mu:r al:o commir thornsorves * or"oro,ng sustained anentionto small izland cJevoloping staies anrl 
.to 

i-prouine cooroination of tioir activitios. Theil :il:ffiil'l ",i'i, ffi : :;ZX' ; :, !:,,; 
; ilil lj il o 

" 
; n. o, p o, n r u o, Jq r i u a r a t e l y a n d' 

1""flT:fl^1"T:t',f#i,"J,'"',::iii"fi#;,i:,,"";i?:T,"Xi,'*:,,i;:$HJ,#"r;,,"i:,

:;?r"#""ised 
rnora *"Jtiu"tlr wirh rhJacri"i,i"" of borh oirri.rrr jo-no^ 

and rhe uN
. In rhe Unired Narions, it wiil beAction into the worr of the .-"-,"TF::'J: ff"",'j::x]: liJ;#il:,,5:,;:l,j: ",Nations secretariat and alf rne speciat;sed agenci"rr_e^rrlrrria^has argued strongly for a
, posirion ro b_e altoca,.o *i,nin in. UrV O.p"ir."ni for poticyCoordinirio n andsustainable oevetopme";;i; responsiuitity forsma, isrand states issues. This focalpoinr must not only assist with tne imptemenraiil"'or conference ou,"-or"", but workto maintain awareness of and sustained .,,uniion io smail isrand 

"on".rn, within the uN
systern as a whofe' we do no,'l-"n, this position ,t o" a gesrure.- ti.r"ahave a realSi,t"trlon 

the way that the UN svstern responds ro rha needs of sma, istand deveroping

' 
ff:T:::?',?:,T::'-'lrP '.u" b: !i9:d ii* non-sovernrnentar orsanizations whichAction,."o*'#!!""ilffi ,"';ffi 

:ffi iffi ti".*iifi :,"ffitil.,ff"f l;:'k*:"r A similar pannership must o" ot'1:'^ojed wirh. rhe. private sector. private sector acdvitieshave a significant irnpact on in" ,u.,ainabre o.""rJo,.n",.rt of smail isrand devetoping
:i:,':".:',ilt ,tl"f::'g's"l;"i iri iottowins ,nr*siii. erosr"r or Action wi, be or

. Perhaps more .

communitie' 
'lT::fi1[|.'n;l':tJl:l? 

:!" the invorvement or individuars and rocal
wcmen and chi|dren . ., ,n. "-.;:::Tffii;:t*t :ffi:i":l.fJJ;:[L;jjl,#.1;.as passive subjecls, but as active and ccmmined panicipants.

Mr Chairman,

Twelve minutes is a shon time' I have deriberatery nor enumerated the panicurar

fiil"1[5;":i: ilTil];kl*rano oevJooi'f ,;;,.., bur have sousht rarher ro put
s.u ccess o r th i s c o n re ren ce il ;;;;ifi ,::l il';Jil, i,r::.n:j":fi:ll,.f.:.#- 

.

those who are concerned about rheii iveil being but;;;;. inrernational communiry as a
whole' This conference is tn oo***iry ro put the spotright on isrands, but ret us notmake this a two-week tno*tt'Ji n,iunrion musr be n-"ir,"o for smail isrand devetopingstates and ir must be tutttii.J. 'orrrr.,r. 

uerieves iolt-onrv tn.t this conference isrrnponanr' but that it can make r t""iiirt.r"na". -t, 

""r "ro must herp sma, istanddeveloping Stares ro.achieve ,urr.inro]. deveropment. rt shourd make an imponantconrribution ro rhe difficutt .J;;;;;ing fo,ow * i. h.r"- tt shoutd, ,or"or.., contributeto the imponent snd ongoinn 
"r""t i" toimurare.ilii,ri'rvations system,nore anuned to

the realities of the post cofd wtit," .-no ,n* neeos oi .,rr:,, member stares, incruding the
srnattesr arnong tn.l-l,-.n.r 

" ior" io p,.., in the ior.nrr.,iln of the new Agenda for,?[:tj::ffi",11,?Il"tentins ,r'r ,rg""J, ror peace.- *"'1," indeed dearins hsre wirh smarl



and J aonaetvdtirJrr strategy lor 
=mall r;larrd gfate; ,rtil iir:tp rhs inrornational communiry toirnpfemant tha convention on Bi'div'r:ity , '/lorking out sensibro ways of managing wasto insmall i:land comrnunitios will have pr.)crical applicarion ersowhsre. detting standards forsusrainabfe tourism dovelopmenr will provi de a morJel for both J"r.fro"j anc) davelogingcountries to f ollo'u' The concept of .zmall islancjs as a microco:m is weil unoorstood, br:tthe idea that the ?rogram of Action can and ,ttril haveimr;;;';;; o'oo,i"",,on has not bssnlully undarstood' This conferencs and its ourcomes wirr bo a cataryst for acrion on

;ru;'o'"nole 
develcpment' lt should provide navt and fre:h impetus ro tha work begun ar

This i: certainly Austral;a's ambition. Frorn the mornenr :he conference was conceived,- Australia has worked acrively to ensure its success. Not onry because we a..a sensitjve tothe particular concerns and vulnerabilitias of small island developing states in our o.anregion and ersewhere, bu! because we have ; J;;p;'o-mirmenr to susrainabredevelopment' Thi: is not a skin deep commirment, but one which derives from our ownexperience in managing the development of a land of har:h exrremes and of great diversir,T.we know abor'rt the managet.n, o-r coastal zcnes and ccral reefs. we are expens intropical agricultu.re' waste management, water conservation and atternatir" energy
fi:i::f1T,#i..j:" peopres of smalt istands, Austratians have a oroior"o awareness of

Australians are also very pracrical people. ln commining ourserves to any task, we dant tosee tangible resutts that will make a reat ditf erence ic pecpie on the ground. For this reasonwe have worked hard to help formutare a Program of Rc:;on which is practical, focused andworkable' we have also worked in other ways io e::sure rhe success of this conference.we have provided :achnical .trl.rrn"e ro the conference secrerariat and linancial suppon tomany small island States' represenratives to enaore :hern tc anend rhe preparatorycomrninee meetings and the conferencE itself. iVe hostec a regional exploratory seminar atrhe Arlgir3lian Nari:nal Univs:,s:1.,, in C:;::c..,.c ;;: r_rOar,=a ihe iegional rechnicai rrreeringin Vanualu - one of fie major precursors of the confeience. We have also conrributed tothe Biociversity anc ctimate chanee Forum being n.rJ i" conjunctjon wirh rhis conference.We are the major dcnor to the so,ltn Pacific Reglcnal-Environmenr program (spREp), ,arhichhas been a focus of Sourh pacific islands,orep3rsron ior iie Conference - and whicil rvill be
|:il:j::r:sencies 'virh major responsibriitv fcr rmpiemen:rns rhe outcomes of the

Designing a cle:r'.s:nsible sno cr3gmairc Progr:n ci Ac::cn is ii.le firsr srep. ,-rust:s criric:lis ensuring its implerrentation. we oo nci want :his program of Action to become justanoiher document r'tnich emerges from a lengtny ano compiicated mu*ilarerat negoristionand rvnich eventuallv finds s resring placs in rhe :rchives cf governrnenrs and interna:ional:rganisarions. lt wiil meer this ;atel Laoies and Genrtement, unless we all make adererrnined effon ar':,J commit ourselves ro making it rvork.

' small island developing States must place the prcaram ar the cenrre of rheirgovernmentsl pclicies and programs on susrsinable development and resourcernSnsgernent.

' oonors rnust commit themselves to reshaping rheir der.elopment assistance prioririasand programs in small island developing Srates consis:enr wirh the prioriries identified inthe Program of Acrion. Donors must:rlso Jccgpt:he need to rvork tcCeIher.,.rirh::ch
:Jijlr..?:.rvrrh-sr:ralt 

isl.rnd Strres ro nrrximise the imp.:cr and benefit of available
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It/lr President, distinguished Heads of
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

State and Governrnent, trlinisterial Colleagues, your

I congratulate 7ou on your election to guice our deliberations, and express my gratitudeand congrailrlations to the Go'uernmenr and people of Barbados for the excellentartangements made for our work, and for ihe'rrarmth of the wercome extended to a, of ,;:,[Hr[iti,ffi .rrom 
other countries:o bring to fruition one of the main initiarives

The therne of our debate in this high-le'zel segment of the conference is, "ForgingPartnerships for sustainable Developmeni". ou, ,or,,..'on-,.'rt here of eraborating
:ff:t1il, :i:,.ff;:T'.:, f,""#:T:;*: sustainabre J.u.rJp'"n, or sma' isrand

The case for this conference has been mace in numerous fora over the years, but ne,rermore cogently than at Rio de Janeiro in lggz in chapter 17 of Agenda 21 , andreaffirmed by t'd General Assembly. Aus:raliakno'nrrs betir than most rhat sma, isranddeveloping sra:3s are a special case wirh regarc io both environment and develocment.My o''rrn appoiniment as Minister for Pacificlsland A;iairs - the first time there has beensucn a position in the Australian couern-"r, --iJ'praciicartestirnony to the high prace wegive io isrand concerns within our own na:;onar orioriiies. 
y ro tne high prac

we are meeting in culmination of a process cf prepararory work, extencjing back over thepast year' and cresiced over by Aust'alia's Ambassador f;r ;; Environment, penny!t/ensley' I hoce I rarill be allowed.to congi'atulaie rny distinguished cornpairioi on herpersis:ance' pecinaciiy and enthusiasm in 
-...rnhering 

our obje-tives. lt has been an acid:est for ihe iniernaticnal community to conven tie dectaratory work of UNCED inio theimpor:ant' detaiied series of praciical measures contained in th, program of Ac::on forsustainabie Developmenr of br.rr rsrand Deveroping States.

when we adopt the Program and the accompanying Barbados Declaration, it will still bepremarure to congratulate ourselves on our achievement. The time for congraturationswill be when rve have followed through, ;hr; we have all made sure thai rheseoroposals are convened into effectivl action where it counts. This conferencerepresenrs a nnaior srep forward, but it is just the first step of ,n. ,rr-i,"ponant processof impiementaticn. 
.

Austrelia bases irs approach to the confei'ence on sn attitud.e of deep respecl andsupport for the culture' values and way of life of isrand peopres. we are ceterminec tnatrhey shouid benefit on 3 continuing basis from ttre program of Action.
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Australia has a funcjarnental and lon gzia.nr)ingcommitmont to assisting the economic andsocial development of small islanrJ d-evelopini ,rut* in the s;;; pacific, aur airJbuclgetfor 1993-94 aflows more than $A qeo n,iliinto this grorjoir,rt"r, represent ing3oroof our total official Development As3istance. tn othJr *irJr, our o, /n partne(ship forsustainable development with island .orniii* is well 
"ri.orirn"o. lt is from thatstandpoint that we commend rhe ;,;;,;:;' or ection .nJ irroacos Decrarailon, astogether representing a blueprint for rtse'f,tl a",ion, to be taken in a co-or dinatetl ,r2t1 ?lnational' regional and international le'zels in support of smail isrand de.reroping siates.

But the small states have not come vrith empty hands. to this partnership. Their forests,atmospheres' marine zones and human r.roirites make an essentiar contribution to thesusienance and indeed improvement of tne oaranf";; i;.";#r, prrnet. v/hat they needlrom their partners' the rest of us here, is a commitment io work with them in cealing
#::rtffJJulnerabilities 

and achieving . ,rr,rinable quarityori;L for present ar:i future

Aus:ralia gives that commitment unecui.rc cally.

successful irnplementaiion of the ouicori''res of the conference ,,nrilr raquire changes in
ir"L";?'rt.?.X1"*1,"'r.flllil!and 

internationat Lvers in manys.*orr. i;;;,lii.rr,,,"
and, where possibre, increase;".'l*'-TTL'[''J,"J1"r""'":1ff[:[*::,iX"i:ru:,*;
not only for na:ional governments. lt is more i-ptr.rnt than evsr:hat i;re United irrationssysi3nn and oilier inter-governrnental organisations shourd puil together ar.:d co-coerarewith regional codies ana' bilateral oor:cr'-s :o,. opii.um use'o; avaitai:ie resource; we.
:?iJij;: 

crose anention to p'og.";r;.;;;;;;., obiective in ;^nonircrins ihe Frcgram

The long teri:' susteinable use of ;isieries ?ng iorestry resources are priorityenvironmental and economic issues fc' nosi south pacific ,ornrriar. In the absence ofa brcad range oi development opi;ons, ana a=raful rnanrgrr"n, o;,nara fini-.e rescurcesis cr'::icar io e.iuring growth ani imprc"i"; r;;i"g standards. However, ar present in anurnber of couniries fisheries stccks a-o ripi.einaro*ood foresir.r. being excroiteder an unsusta;nable rai3, orten beceuse oilna uncontroirecj ope:,ations oi someunsciupulous ioreign companies' To nake --*a* worse these comoanies are onenunderstating the varue oi the resources they are taking out of the region.
I am' however' glad io say that ihis year's south pacific Forum mee:ing io be held inAusti'alia will have as its theme 'i\lanaging ouiR"rour".r,,. This parar,rount mes:ing ofSout;r Pacific heads of governmeni will prouice an exceilent opporrunity ro discuss runher
|;J':::;H,:':'J ;fl: :J?::,".1 iE #;X* j: i l,"' o"u, p ro b I e ms a n d a,s o ro r ro |, o,v i n s u p



Australia is also concerned that population proiections for the south pacific region ara'wef f beyond the world average. tn some israr;J ,,uru, popuration growth ,rt., ari as nigras anY in the world; outstripf ing economic grolnrth an! impacting adversely on economicgrounh and sustainable develJprrient. lt r:s- c'rear that mearri* aimed at producingsustainable development cannot be succerririunress the issue of poguration gro,rvth isaddressed comprehensively - not just in cairo-raterthis year, uu, in this conte xt and hereand now.

As vte know' slowing population growth is best, achie,red rrzithin the context ofdevelopmen; efforts tnat promote economic gro,rwh, extend health, and irnprovewomen's rights' breadth of choice and status. suin efforts ,h;;rd be supported by otherprograms to improve access to services, education anJliaining. constructivecooperation to this end is funda'rnental to the achievemrnt oi sustainabre deveropmentfor small islands' Australia wili continue io expand its support for popuration-reratedactivities.

ln conclusion' Mr President, I would like to identify a further category of partners in thepursuit of sustainable development - na mef y the range of non-gou"in-"n,af organisaiions,including the private r."toi, women's, youth and indigenous groups, and organisedlabour' The NGos bring additicnal resources and perspectives ro the task, and theircontribution is a vital complement to that of governments. I appear to them to jcin in.
Mr President' Australia is proud and pleased io be represented at this imponantconference in Barbacos' we-naue contributec actively-to the preparaiory work ancconsicer the Program of Action to be a major ,r.p iowards imptementaiion of Agenc a 21 .H.J;:ff: H*t::::.r:i."r:rarry acrive in rn! essentiar pio..., of foirowins throush



COOK ISLA;\ DS DELEG ATION.

PRESEI{TATION TO THE HIGH LEVEL SEGMENT BY

HON. II.iATIO AKARURU, DEPUTY PRT}TE MINISTER. cooK ISLANDS.

Mr. President, distinguished Heads of State and Governments, leaders, delegations, ladieS

and gentieman. r

Mr. President, I must initially take this oppornrniry to pay tribute ro a most hospitable and

gracious nation. A nation which-has brought the inteinational community into its arms

and embraced rhem for the past two weeks with warnrh and dig.uty.

Through |ou:Vr. President may I convey the gratiruCe of my country to the Government 
_

and peopie ofBarbados.for the excellent venue and arrangements to date. I am privileged

to stand here today a.rC address this conference. A conference of which we are all a.*,are,

holds proise for the future *'eU being of our island nadons and our peoples, w-hether .,n'e

are from the Caribbe.n, Adantic, Mediterranear, India4 anci Pacific Oceans.

Mr. President, the Cook Islaads is certafurJy one of the smaller island sates amongsr us,

yet that smallness does not infer small probleru, small poputatiou sizes, or for rhat matier

small infrastn:cilral needs. In essence, the opposite is the case, and this has been

elaborated by many delegations over the past rveek.

NIr. President, firstl1' I see our role as that of a keeper.

A keeper ofour herirage and a protector. A protector ofour children.

The South Pacific heritage that remains so strong rlirh us today enables us to determine

our futures knowing that this heritage of culture, sociery and retigion *'hich we hold dear

is a veD strong component of our internationd deliberations on a number of issues and

concerns,

T

T
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Our heritage as you may have seen portr ayed by our performing arts group at present here

in this wondcrful country is strong, vibrant and energetic, and is.an essential part of ones

well being. Cook Island dance is an inte,grated facet 9f our lives, and we would welcome

the chance again to show the internationat comnrunity this strength.

Mr. Presi.elent as Protectors of our children and their children, we must ensure that this

aspect of our heritage is a component of any plans of action esrablished and developed.

to promote our societies and their futures.

Goals of economjc growth, environment protection, anltural integrity and social stabiliry

can only be achieved through the formation of long term parrnerships which will forge not

only new beginnings but a continuation of our important past.

Those patinerships must recognise that the balance between the integrity and sanairy of
spirirual values and culfural heritage coupled r*ith external arralgements and know-how

will result in an interaction at all levels thar could pave the way towards w.hat many are

calling sustainable development.

Mr. President,, many island cultures formec parnerships purely for survival.

Those paroerships were bet*'een man and flature, re'here nature was the all powerfi.rl aad

dominant Partner, and where manlr-as the lesser partner that was requiied to observe

man)- prorocols merely to sunive his ocee.tic enlironment.

Today, \{r. Presiden! sustainable development requiies that we harmonize optimum

utilisation of resources, whilst ensuring their continuir;* for present and furure generations.

In small island societies like ours it is essential that susrainable development is readily

integrated into the fabric of development polic;- and cultural well being. I

This Global Conference in which we are a part has developed a plan of .{,ction for the

Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing Stares, and I ackno*.tedge rhe

officials of the many delegations who have rvorked long and hard over the preparatory 
Iprocess to this stage of our deliberations. The positivg pragmatic, and importsnt step I

t
I



prniunrvg:rn MlssroN or rtrrr ruDDnATf,'D ,sTATEs og MtckoNust*
T{) T}TE UNIT"D NATIONS

,at z$tt Ava.. sufirt zol, tnv. toRn il;f. 100!7
rll:Qr\l6A7.lE'10

tA i (2ir27,687;3275'

1

r

t_

St,at:enent

.by

H.E. l{R. RESrO g. I OSES.

SECR TAR OF EETERNAL AFF'AIF.g

OT gEE F@ERAf,ED ATATES O'F MXCROIIESIA

Ib the General Debate

oi
The Gtrsbel Confereqce oD ttrre

Sus*ainnh].e Developueut of
Soall-Islaqd Developi.reg Siates

B.UREADO,S

Tlrursda.y, 28 AprnI 1994

Checii aqaiast deliue$r

.t



forward in achieving su.stainable development is the very essence of this presentatio n, and

is reflected in the progranrne of action as agre-ed.

One critical factor remains. The implementation of the programme to guide us towards

our goal of sustainable dwelopm€nt in small island societies.

As the 2l st Century dawns upon us the urgency to implement the progra.-nme is esseatial

as the world is changing and attitudes are changing. It is safe to say, Mr. President, that

although our partnership with nature is still prevalent, partnerships must also be made in

the context of the reality in which we live.

Forging those partnerships is the reason'are have all come to Barbados. Partnerships are

just that, a sharing of knowledge and how-how, of cooperation a-,rd good will, also of

good and bad, and I am sur€ rVr. President that all partnerships zufer from that aspd_

Finally Mr. President, in the years ahead ou5 children and their cirilCren nust be given the

opporfunity to fish those cry$al clear rraters oiour lagoons, sow their ciops in rich fbnile

soils and to cherish aad inherit the kno*'ieCge and t,aditions of our forefa.*ers, and use

those v'ery important and dear oppornnides to foster the streigrhening of partnerships, .

not onl;* bem'een ccramunities and nation-s but essentially betw'een man and nature.

Mr. President many of us know that to i-eiore that essential parnership u'e are ignoring

our right for sr-rnival and in this changing world that must not be toleratec.

I thank vou.

I
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Staternenl: by ll.E., bl.E -- I{esl.o S. l'losr:s
Sc:cceLary rsf IixternaL Af jlairs

of hhr: FerJeratc:tl Statos of Micronesla
aL thra Global Conferr:nc(! on tlte

Sustainable Development of
Small-Island Developing States

Barbado.g, 2E: AprLI L994

I4R. PRESIDENT:

It gives me great pleasr.:re to address this historic conference on
behal f of the Government and people of, the Federated States of
Micronesia. Ours is a dezeloping countrT made up entireLT ot smalI
islands and a vast ezpanso- df the north'r;estern Pacif ic Ocean. This
delegation represents a broad spectrum of our societT, including
our federal and state go'lernments. We hope to contribute in soae
sma1l part to the overqll unCerstanding of the situation of small-
island developing countr:es, in contezt of the Rlo Declaration and
Agenda 2L-

First, w€ wish to congratulate yOu, l{t. President, oD your election
to lead us i.n our efforts here. We also recog:nize and congratulate
all the members of the Bureau, and pledge the total support of our
delegation throughout this Conference.

We sincerely thank the cc.untriei that ccntributed to the volunta4l
fund, ds well as i::divldual coniributors, without whose
understanding and suilport we could not have come from so far eway
to this conference which we regard as crucial to the futu.=e
generations of our people and indeed, to all peoples of the world.

We have been aware for rcar.y months iha-" the peoi:Ie and Governrns:t
of tsarbados were heavili'engaged in pre-oaring to host this Global
Conference, but even our high ex?ectat:-ons are iar exceeded by t.:e
warnth of you= hospitali:y, Mr- Fresident, and the beauty of lrour
country. The narne, "BarbaCos, n now takes on a h:.storic new meaning
and wiII always evoke wa=m feelings in our hearts.

MR. PRESIDENT:

By the time we gather here, al-most two years after the Rio Earth
Summit, the term, nsus-"ainable Develogment" has become firmJ.y
embedded in all efforts directed at development, dll over the
wor1d. The traditionalll'divergent approaches of developers and
environmentalists were finally merged in the Rio Declaration and
Agenda 21. And so today, any respectable discussion, an:t progrann of
assistance aimed at development, Eust include consideration for
sustainability in measures contemplated.

Similarly, the world communitl' now generally recognizes that smalI
island developing states must develop with particular attention to
problems that set us apart from other developing countries. This
is not to say that our particular problems or disabilities are more

I
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r!j,.t f. y:rtl- l, tltan the problrrms of.- othr:r c)e,rc:lo1:i n(J countrLc:s, brtt t-hcsyat(t Problems; sharerl bY a ve.ty L;itqe g.rouz- of counttlr:s gpannin,l aLLthr: or;eanic regions of ths vtorLrT. Ec:causl: our lal,:ncl naCionscollecti'teLy cover such a large part of the world's $urfacr:, w1mu;t woth together to LdentLfy, orlr sharecl concerns, analTze themanr.l dr:sign common approaches..

hrt additlonal rnotlvation for the attention ot the entire,totLcTcommunltT to the aituation of smal l i:;land nations ls that alIstates, Iarge and small, de,veloped anrl developing, dt last havebegun to reaLize ho',r closelT the world's oceans are Iinked with theue.LL-being and long-term survival of mankind. The previor.rsly-unimagined fragility of oce,anic eco-sTstems is being shovrn infrightening wa7s. Coral reef structures are being seriouslyI damaged and in manT cases dest roye.d,- Fish stocks once thought tobe inexhaustible are disappearing. Ancl even .in d.istant oceans,scientists are finding alarming evidence of degradation i.n ,rraterquality traceable to faraway sources of human pollution. Thesediscoveries are undeniable evi.dence that we ali have a stake inassisting small-island states to dewelop in a-way that minimizeshurnan-induced damage to our indispensible and a1I-pervasiveresource, the oceans.

Mr- President, it is not necessary in our brief time here todescribe in detail the extreme rrulnerabilities of sma11-islanddeveloping countries- Suchr statements have already been maderepeatedrir in New york, in Geneva, in Rio and eJ-sewhere, andthankfully, they hawe had their effect. Otherwise we woul-d not behere today. Sinilarly, it is not aecessary for me to cataloE theareas of particular developmental sensrtivity that we are facedwith, because this work has been done in the pre-oaratory neetlngsto this Conference and has fou-:ro e=pressj-on j.n tnl excellent craftProgram oi Actlon which is al.reaCy unoer discussion here, and onwhich we antic:pate reaching conserrsus agreenent berore we ieavethis beautiful island.
This conference, then, is not about raising conceins, and it is notgrimari ly about setting an aEenda . Rathe:, i.t must be about
commitments to action - and here I d,o not refer only to corunitaentsby donor cor:ntries to assist, but first and, foremost to cotn.mitnrentswhich only small island countries ourselves can make. we ourselwesmust be very serious and resolve not onll'to recoqnize our specialdevelopment obstacles, but to institute anO carry out the progransthat overcome them - not as a temporary, short-terrn or even medirlm-term proposition, but as a walr of life for generations to come.

No amount of outside assistance can provide sustainabledevelopment. Our small-island countries mnGt-lftividuall1, andcollectively commit ourselves to follow the course once we haveseen it and possess the means to travel it. without thatcommitment, ou! sails wiII never fill and we will be ]ike boatswithout power. adrift on a journey that can onllz come to a sad end.
I
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ilrrt I arn haplsy Ee s,ay that cfurlltg the past severaL yeats, and €rven
in the flrst few days of thls Conference, I sense that just such
cletermlnatlon and comrnlttment has already taken root as smal1-
lsland dezeloping countrles have acquLre,cT better understandlngs of
what we aro deallng wlth when we speak of development. I noterl ln
Rlo that our ancestors in the isl.ands have alwa7s been ezperts ln
sustainabl Lity, and that t/re grasp the concept and itg specLal
applicabiLLty to modern-da7 island development more read,LLy than
most. I therefore regard small-island developing countrles as a
vzry appropriate startlng point in the implementation of Agenda 2L,
because ahile our need for development is gteat, we are
particularly well-equipped to demonstrate that the road to
sustainability can be opened up despite seeminEly insurmountable
barriers.

You will notice that I have spoken first of commitments by small-
island developing countries. This is the proper order of things-
But the fact remains that we lack at the outset the resources to
rneet most of them in in effective way. For that reason our
undertakings will be doomed to failure unless we can be confident
that developed coultries wilI ensure our access to resources which
we genuinely lack, and whlch are essential for these purposes.

We do not urge upon the donor countries a PanCora's box of
entitlements. In no way are the principles of Agenda 21 seen b1z us
as simplT new clothes to wear on an endLess foreign assistance
shopping spree. The iact is, Mr- President, that only with
sustainable development will we ever rnove toward self-sufficiency-
We therefore firnly believe that when our heaos of state gather
here next week to ezplore the forging of partnerships for
sustainabl-e development, it will be very much an exploration g'uided
by mutual self-interest.

MR. PRESiDENT:

I now turn to a brief overwiew of the Feoerated States of
Micronesia, in oroer that the delegates can better see where we fit
into the process under discussion. After all, while we island
states have many conrnon characterisiics and problems, we are by no
neans aII alike.
The 400 atolIs and high islands of the Federated States of
Micronesia Iie within an area of approximately three nillion sguare
kilometers in the tropical Western Pacific Ocean, just above the
Equator. Our current total population is about 110,000, of wtrom
some 75,000 live on the four high, volcanic islands that are home
to our four state capitals- In other words, while our land area is
small - altogether about the size of the US State of Rhode Island -
the four states of our federation encompass an ocean area almost
the size of the continental United States.
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Nrlt untll lato ln thr: last centtr ET dld ttte rest of the warlc) take
much notlce of u3, at which tlme ?te errtErecl a colonlal petlcsrl thatbrouqht deabh , t)estruct ion and uat to our peacef r: I 1s Lanrj s-.
F LnaLLT, ln L97" , our =overeign etatehoocl 'ttds enstrrlne<l in r:Constltutlon and seLt-grs.rernment commencr:d. UIc jolnerJ the unltecl.
Nations 1n 1991.

Thus, wE are not onlT a deveroping country, br:t one which h;,rs hadto learn qulckly how to serre a wideLy separated anrl culturallydi'rerse society, f aced wi th the classic conf Lict betueenaspirations toward a modern standard of LivLng ancl a sq,arc1:.'! otalmost everything necessary to achieve and maintain it- Thesescarcities, felt mogt strongly in rural areas, combined withrapidly increasing population pressure, are causing an upward rate
of migration i,nto our main i.sland centers draining our rural
areas of the vitalitZ that they need to build a sustainable futureand greatly increasinE the demand for social services andfacilities in already overstressed urban centers.
As the FSM obsened at the opening PrepCom last October, this is avicious cycle that is not peculiar to island developing states, butfor us it is made even more problematic by our extreme remoteness,
our wide dispersi.on ald our small economic base.

Mr- President, I am pleased to say that despite the difficulties ofmy cou:ntryrs situation, the Federated States of Mi.cronesia hasalready begun to take sieps toward Sustainable Development. Iwould like quickly to mention sone of them:

1. For over a year prior to the Rlo Conference, we worked,with other Pacific Islano cor:ntries who are memk'ers of the SouthPaci.fic Regional Environmental Programrne to conduct a thorough
enviror:-nental analysis of our Laws and policies. This alalysis 1ed,the FSM to adopt a detailed liational Envircrunental Masagenentstrategy (NEMS), under which the first projects, such as our
Pohnpei Watershed Protection Project, are alread,1, being funded and
implemented.

2- In light of the NEMS, w€ have reviewed aII of our StateanC National 5-1'ear Development PIans and have incorporated,
IDeesures to strengthen their environmental focus.

3. We are moving forr,*rard with a comprehensive legislative
review within the FSM to incorporate reconmendations of the NEI',ISand see where else our existing raws may need changing orsupplementing so that environmental protection and developmentgoals both can be pursued concurrentll'.

4. After considering a varietl' of institutional adjustmenti
to our giovernmental structure, we are creating a widely-representative National Sustainable Development Board to monitorthe integration of sustainable development policies into grovernment

I
I
I
I



act l-ons, to asslsl vrith ana L'1sL.s and ar,:ange{nents for pro)ect;s 6p6
to supPort propet corttcTlnation wlth othet govetnrnent:i arnd
lnternat lonal boriies.

5. 'ile are a member of the Alllance of Smal1 Islanrj States,
anrl, since lts formatlon, have particip?ted in the uttcED and
Cllmate Change Processes. We are partT to the Climatr: Change and
BiodLversitl| and ozone conventlons, dflcl are glving prLorLty
analysis l:o others such as the Basel anrl London Conventions herving
to do with toztc and hazardor:g wastes. We also are currently
chairing discussions within our community of Pacific IslanrJs to
f inal ize, a draf t regional treatT on hazardous waste mo-"/ements ',rhictr
',rould supplement the coverage of the Basel Conventlon.

I pause here to say that we are in full agireement with the remarks
made in this debate by His EzceJ-:-.ertcT, the Minister of Foreign
Af f ai rs of the Bahanras , l{t Turnguest, when he at luded to the
Pressures being brought op small-island developing states to accept
lmportation of hazardous wastes. The movement, storage and
dlsposal of such wastes is a matter of grave concern to all remote
island nations today, because our very remoteness and individual
political weakness makes us rrulnerable to powerful countries who
Erow more desperate each day to rid thenserves of the
indestructable and deadly byproducts of the nuclear age.

6. we are naking conscientious eiforts wiihin our liaited,
resources to fulfilt our role in the international commr:nity xhere
national inventories and reports are caLled for so as to estabLish
baselines for incernational action in esseniial areas sucn as
!'iaiural Disaster Preparedness, Climate Change, ano Biodiversity, to

- c^.,ltc.ittE: e !cd.

7 . t,ie participated in the recent successfui restructurinE of
t:re Globai Environmental Facil::y and wlLl- coniinue to partic:pate
to see that the lerns of the IINCED documents as they relate to
snall island Ceveloping countries are fuLJ.y met in the operation of
that facility. To that end, '.re have joined with other Pacific
island countries to seek for the islands one of the six sea--s on
the GEF c'ove::aing cor:ncil alrocated to the so-caLled, nAsian and
Pacific Islandn region.

8. lJe have begun to make Susiainable Development a primary
focus in all deali.ngs with donors of external assistance, both
bilateral and multilateral. For examole, our compact of Free
Association with the united states once was driven rargery by
considerations of mutual securit:f. Now it is spoken of mote often
as a nPartnership for Sustainable Development,' and the US, teaming
with multilaterals such as the Asian Development Bank, is taking a
new interest in helping us realize sustainable development goals
with their very much appreciated assistance.t
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9. ble en(:otlr,)ga at: IocaL L':,'t?sLs 1n thr: F'i,t4 all pDsstblei
effottlt to use en'rLrontnentally sound' technoLogLex ancl approar:hea
sul ted to our iglarrrJ socleEles . For exarnple, the concept of. clico-
tourisln has been promoted ln thr.r State of Pohnpet for a number ofyears already, Ln the operatlon of cultural centc-:rs that shourcase
our tradltional practlces and with -the well-kna.,m Village HoteI
which was accorded the US Overseas Private In'uestment Corporation's
Eco-Tor:rism Award for 1992 - RecentLy, in the St.:te oE Yap, another
hotel rJevoted to eco-tour1sm, PathwaTs, openecl to iride acclaim. In
the states of Kosrae and Yap, vre just completed a pilot project
with Greenpeace demonstrating a waterless biological toilet

- technology. This project is the first of its kind in the Pacific
and has great promise fot at least li.miting some of our eztreme
difficulties with waste treatment and. disposal. Fina1ly, I refer
to sustainable development of a different kind - initiated a number
of years ago in our State of Chuuk, when the removal of artifacts
from sunken ships in the lagocn was forbidden by 1aw, out of
respect for the past and to preserve the past for those who would
learn from it.

MR. PRESIDENT:

I would like to close by saying that while Pacific islanders reside
in mErny countries we have great solidarity thrcughout our vast
ocean region. Even more, this Conference is making it clear that
the hopes of our people for the future are very much like those of
island citizens everyvrhere. The Federated States of Micronesia
stand.s proudly with our brothers, ald so would =ecall here what
President OIter stated in Rio:

I'We devoutly hope this historic Summit a:.d its mechanisms
will at last make the Wo:lo realize rhe Pacific is both
valuable to future generations for its vast resources and home
to present grererations of geoples who have never willingly
accepted that their backyards be made du-aping grounds or
testing and cisposal areas. Since our smafl size and wide
dispersion has in the past denied us the poiitical power toprotect ourselves against these forces, ?? Iook forward
henceforth to a world order in which new environmental
imperatives will teach others the inequity of past attitudes
and practices. n

Forebearance, discipline, concera for others, conmitment, action-
These are the building blocks of sustainable development not only
for small-island developingi countries, but for the Wor1d. What we
succeed with at Barbados obviously wiII have c:itical value to
small-island peoples, but should we fail to achieve our purpose, it
wiII be a grave loss for all humankind. With cosrmon resol've and
God's wilI, this Conference will succeed.

Thank you, Mr. President. I
I
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ADDRE$S by It.E., Hr. Balley OtterPresldent of theFedarated Statee of Mlcronesla
Globat confarerc-e- o-n alXt J,l"l"rrablo Devoropment ofBmaI 1_Iela-nd Developlng Statee

BRIDGETOIJX. BARBADOS, 6 MAY Lgg4

Mr ' Presld".l!, . dlstrngrllshed Heads of state and Heads ofGovernment, Mlnlgters, delegates, iitends:
r am pleased, once af,atn to address the unlted Natlons'communlty on my favorlte sublect th.. sustalnable development ofemal t-lsland developlns atates. eulte;h;;;"";i;lT".u r susgested tomy peopre a few yeale ago that a world conference devoted.excluslvely to fsland dezelopment would occur, i would have beenconsldered a dreamer' Even when the ldea of such a conferenceemerged ln Agenda 2L, r. hesltated to count on lt. 

i' a conrerer 
-

But here we are, tor once not just a smarl voice among many,but the first speclfrc group to iecelve atientton ln the R1ofollowup' ThereLre a great many who deserve o,rr'tn.r,t = for thlshistorlc oPpgr.tunlty. c-ertalnly,- our host country, Barbados, musthead the rlst.' u"ti others arso have worked rong a'd hard., but lfr may be forglven for mentronlng onry one.-o,-try here, t.eRepubllc of vanuatu and 1ts d.elegation to the unlt# Natlons standsout' Had they not devoted tiemseives so unstlntingly and sobrlll1antly to the cause'ot small_1sland states, thls Conferencevery well mlght not have taken pfacl-.-
And so, !tr. president, it ls now incumbent upon us alr toreward the efforts of those who brought us treie by making thisconference a true beglnning, not just flor smari:i;land states, butfor people everyrherl, rorttr and-south, who expressea their hopesfor future generatlons ln the Rio Declaration.
rn my vlew, the startrng polnt for-ex_amlnlng the devel0pmentneeds of smalt-isrand states, ES wlth al.r. dgvetoplng countries, isthe Rlsrht to.Deverop*"rrl-- a prlnclple that has iinarry taken itsplace with other rairc nr'** rlghtj. Another tocar point is theconcept of Frontllne states, forj"=t as smalr-lsland states are lnthe frontline of those exposea to adverse consequences of globalcrlmate change, the worldis ar*arlrri.rn- trra.rest ii-o""", resourcescalls for 'earry 

attention to irr" presslng deveropmentalvulnerabllitles of the oceans, island peoples.
But whtle no one denles Ih" Rigll to.Develop, and though af rontllne sltuatlon focuses _prlorlty 

-attentlon, 
we do not seek aldin the old context of olnor-donee r"l."ironshlps. Thus, to flnd theproper appllcatlon of these and other princtples fo. small-rsland

3:::i:::il?o::"t." rn the-n:!g conte.rf. w€ turn to our theme today -
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'I'he torm , " partnershrp" can travrr many rnqan Lrtg,. Hete atBarbados' rg ara speaklng of 
';artnershlp 

i; tne-oest sense, thatIs, of peopre _working togetho-i rn c, comnon enterprlso, where arrstarnd to benef tt by f ts success - In.facb, tne-exlstence ctf- or.1rconunon lnreresr 1s whar makeg the- d;;;#r#i;. rhis k rnd afpartnership cannot be forced. or created slmpl y by agreement.
We also have ln mind a great network of such partnershlpssome 1arge, some sma1l, some hlghly tocusea anl specifrc, somequlte dlffuse- rn other words, i. ire _tarklng about a goocr dealmore than seeklng out ald donors 

""J calllng them ,,partners.,
fn asking ourselves how to forSp these partnershlps forsustalnable de'relopment, 1t occurs to rne tnat thinking ofsustainable devel0pment as our ultimate goal. is-not enough. Thismay appear to be an o.dd 

- stater";;, since 
".r"ryorr" knows thatsustainabre development alone is J' $'.;;"ii.=#". The human, _technical' financlil and politicai complexities- of sustainabredevel0pment are staggering, one hundred. twenty delegations havespent the last two weeks here in a-massi.re efiort to finalize aprogram of action that is a comprehensive g.riJe-io- tn" sustainabredevelopment of smal.r-israna aeieropin-g states. the sustainal

Make no mistake, that has been an -indispensable exercise, forwhich r conqraturate--.rJ1n.rrr. -ii-*no rr-rr" ;";LJ;o hard. But asdemanditrgr 
"1, it has u"err, i respectturry submit that this has beenthe easv part:-jiTii;;i;. impllmentins !1" prosrann of Action wirrinvotve much.effort, ;;i'therl is-"o-Joubt it "JrrJ" done. But ifdevelopment is pursu";;.our only goal , r beii;;; irr"t r^re wi1: nothonor f u11v th' exttaoto,inary 

"ppitt,*ities ri:rcrr have recentrybeen creatJa for us. - P".t""rJnip b.=li.cipatiorr-'i,i"trre sustaj.nabredeveropment movement will reeuirJ;; going furtn_er, an. givingthought to the aeeper q"}ity or li=_;-_ the kino ot world we wantto have for ourselves 
""A future generations.

r would rike to suggest that the highest rore for ourpartnerships in sustainaure ae,reitprerrt i s not only to providesettings for.cooperation, but ratnlr to pro*oi.--u many_faceteddia10g through *ni"r' - =*"r1-is1""d---;;a-tes can uotn def ine theirrightful place in the societv of man*ina,--_r,J-ri.f*" their bestcontribution in pursuing i15. ui."d"; ;;ars of trrat-"society. Thatcontribution 
--includes tarti-cipa-iing= irr_ t_he great effort that?::":';l*tlirlHii;;.minJ todav- - in-. rederinit-ion or its visions

rt is clear the industrialized counties have seen that humansociety as rire have xnotun-it needs ."o"tinitio;:'-r; that were notthe case, rve would not il here toOa},. In Rio, we aL I joined topursue a ner.r agenda for tr," ziJt:.;l;;", charting new courses for
)



I 'devel0pmertt' to be Eure, but alEo adijresslng for bhe flrst tJ.rrre trta focused way the nature at what wei. came to c.rll the ,,Noer t/orlclordsr- " Rrg.braE a sprendld staii, "irrb 
now it l; rncumbent o,, uE,1n partnershlp , to "l"iiro" ther work of oetinr rlo'

Recently tha lnduetrlal Lzed countrres have generouelircooperated ln openlng up several neb, avenues of opportunlty forsrDg to harp define tri" "L, e";;;;pr';:.rt goals-.- 
"J,' "*"rpre, ar thelast meetlng of the ir.lt-'tor th;-a;l'iate-cnur,g" ^c;rrent 

Lon, 1L wasrecoqnlzed that smarr-lsrand =i"i"=" shourd;;;r, the Bureau ofthe conference of the partles. Even ln the ;.;tJucturea GEF, therole of lsland states ;n the new Governlng councrl ls recelvlng- c10se attentl0n- posltJons such as these grrr"-,r" an opportunitynot only to-recefve forelgn aid, but 10-nart?lr"* ln shaping itsgoals both for ourselves and for the lndustii"ii""a worrd as werr.These are the klnds of partnershlps of whlch r speak..
!'Je lsrand countrles would, not be matchlng the conf idenceplaced 1n us--1{.'" q"tlrl_.""t oor .igrri= ;;il';iu ,rru,rstrlarlzedmodel' rathe:. t.h- rreiprnb to craft-a new vislon for the future. -r do not critlcize trre inaustri"ii""a model, but-even in the Norththere is n(

su e s t i o n s 
= "i _ i" ;f : "13. 

"::" : : T:;r i,?,*'_"j i1.'"%' #j t*renrichment' nuch of it polnting l"r?a - revival of older curturalvalues.

so, as we forge new partne'rships let us certainr_y worktogether to m?fe 
" =-o-"t"inab1-e *"iral--ui.t in-aoi.n-g so, Iet us alsobe sure to ref re.t "p""l'' ou* histori;l -;;T,ria,rr.t 

traditionsand try to incorporale those elements which, irr-tn" past, enabledthe inhabitants Lf "*iri-'islands io 
'irr* =;"t;r";ry withour the::l:'i: ="3i.Ir.i,.iJl*X ._"";";E ;:" ' i ,,= t il - ;;;;- i s r anEEii hJ.,e

Mr. president, w€ will -always be ceeply grateful to you andthe people of BarbaAos tJ, this Conference.

Thank ]rou.
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l4r . Chalrman,

Le,t ." f irst eXf.rress my thanks .trr-ld appt,:ciation to Tou, .Io,rEzceLLency, and to your Government, f?, hosting -,his United llationsconference' YIy deLegaLio-n is preasea u ae'plar-ii"ipatj-ng in thisf j-rst global confereice for tha sm;rr1 island-J 
"r.toptnrl states.

r shourd also like to thank. lh" people of Barba.ros, in particu ray ,for their hospital.ity ancl the ,ar"n'welcome d;i n.r" given tc mIderegation' .r cor''Jritulate the conference pJ-anning committee forthe outstanding organizational =kiii;-vrhich tneT-na,ze shown and ralso applaucl the unitea'Nations 
""-tni=--niJt"iiJ initiative.

r..t' me also pay t.ribute to the chairperson of thg. prepara uuor.!committee, Ambassador eenelop"- ut!"!:-"y of a.ustralia, and themembers of the conference secretariat , -for the eiforts -,-hat -.heyhave made in guiding the work of this Conference. f also commendthe Chair of the -eroup of 77 , Ambassador pantane Lamanra ofAlgeria, and the chair of the irr:_"r,"" of smarl rsrand states,Amlrassador Annette des Iles of Trinidad-arrg Tobag:o , foy the centralroles that they have so 
. .f?r plaGa in th; 'often diff icurtnegotiatj_ons leading up to this Conference.

The preparatory ccnmi-ttee has clear,-y done a remarkable j ob ofputting for,rard the Acti-on progrraa as a practical approach ar:d achalleng'e for the futu ouririg tne Lourse, of cne substantive anda short resumed session, it was .i; i;i."lt to ,".."-.greement on a'rissues ' r'et . us eope 'that this beautifur ii."rui setting -*i1-r.provi-de the rigrht 'catkarop and the right stirnurui for concruciingour discussions c:.r all tutstanoing- -i=sues. --if,. actions anddecisions we take here would, w€ i:eiiere-:-;; a iong way towerdsneeting the aspira--'ions of ali p""pi"l and espec:alJ-y chose in oursmall island count:les-
As undersccred by, :lanv deJ_egati_ons, ou: meeting here tod.ay is apart of rhe process set in rfain bi,uNcs-D i;-i;;:. Through Agenda2L ' l{e sought to reverse the "ir=it= 

'"r 
environ;ental- degrada-,ionand to promote envi:onmentally sounci .rrd =,r=tainiirie developmenr inall countries- Fur;hermore, we recoqnj-zed in nio th" =p"cial casefor environment anc deveropment in sfalr isrand c.,r":-oping States.This, in my view, uas an extremery important recognition.

our previous disc::ssions at the meetings of the preparatoryCommittee have already hiqhfignte,i 
".^V ot the problems faced byour smarr istand ccuntries. These 
"""i.,t.i"=-'^;";:;; heaviry on anarroh' rantle of resources and on i"t"r"otio"llt-i.u.i* for theirlive I ihood. Thel' have high -.,,.i, 
" 

ln minv r,_.ts€s, tncreasingpopulation riensity r;hich, in ttrrn, i...."=., the pressure on
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I4r. Chairman,

we ate here to fulfil a connitment made at uNcED, and that is t.oaddress the particular concerns of the small island developingstates' UNCED -recognized' the special environment and economiccircumstances of srDs 6reated, by t,act-ors beyond their control. Theconference agreed that small island deveiopinj -ilates 
warrantedspo-ciar attention and help from --he internationar community.

our meeting here today is in rine with the internationalconiaunity's deternination to carry out those commj_tments andundertakings. The resuli.s' of our deliberations .rrirl ref lect theimportance that we will attach to addressing issues of sustainabledevelopment in our siiaall islands. only . iru. giorur partnershipwill , ve berieve, set the smarl- islan-d,s, and inoeea the broaderinternationar community, on a ne'./ course for a more sustainablesecure. and just future 
v$geerrr4plv,

we know that the resolution of ail the issues of concern to thesma1l islands will take time. To ry mind, howevei, trri= L"":"r"""=marks the beginning of a process. we must make ini= a par-. of acon-'inuing process oi inpllaenta--ion, action and. review.
I,1r. Chairman,

The two rnain results of this cci:f erence wirl be: the BarbadosDeclara-'ion and t_he Prog'ran of L:iion. r wourd singre ou-, firscthe Barbados Declaration. This is a document -w-hose poiiticalsig:lif icance f shouid lrke to :nderscore - fn endorsing -.-hisDeclaration, all countries -"ii-11 re making a firn comnitnent totheir people and to the futura qen=ratj-ons. This Declaraiion wirr,furthermore, serve as a user-uf basis for setting up new forms ofpar-L;'lerships between anc al;rong :eopres . col rectiivery, ry.e mustrespond appropriately to the -cfaLfenges the small israncis aret-:r- i nn

^ie support the DecLa:ation's cali for the fuII invorvement of alI
TajcI grouPs in society in th; -i;prementation 

oi sustainabreleveropmenL. we beriel'e f urr- inriolvement of women r louth,Lndigenous people, business ani industry and non-governmental>rganizations, wilr be criticarrl- impoitant. I\re arso support thecall for- cooperative action, beci'.:se actions uy' tne smarl israndstlone will not srrf f ice. Mr_rrecver, 35Suring sustoinulf . development.n smar r islands rvi I I serve noa onry the i nterests of islandcouniries, but aIl oLlr ccunt:-ies . -'
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At the nationa L LeveL, the coord j-nation of pollcy ancl plann incT workrelatinq to sustainable clezelopment is the responsioitiXl 6t our
newJ-y-established Dro-partment oE En'tironnent. 'rhe DepartmLix is no,,l
deveLopLnq policies ancl sxrategLes to aclclress a vide rancJe ofenvironmental issues iclentLf ied in our National En-tironmencstratrrgy report which we, prepare.r) to guide our work in ensuring
en'titc:nmental17 sound and ecologLc:aLLy sr:stainab].e d.evo-Iopnent . Tnconjunction wit,h this, the Department of Environment wi1t harze acritical role- in e-nsuring the implenrentati-on of the Action program
that ue will be adopting at thj-s Conference.

Ai the regional level, EL)i and the countries in the South pacific
have, MF. Chairman, responded positively to the environmental
challenges facj.ng the regign - we have done this by enhancing andezpanding the role of the South Pac j-f ic negionai Envircnrn6ntal
Progran (SPREP). As the main focus of the environraental efforts ofthe island countries of the south pacifLc, spREp is praying, a keyrole in coordinating the environmental prograns oi our -member
countries.

Mr. Chairman,

Sorne Tears dgc, when the General Assenbly discussej issues ofconcern to small islanci countries under the biennial vrork of the
Seconc Committee, Fiji shared the general sense of disappoin-ument
of many island country delegates ihat the United Xacions systemcould no',- f ocus more c learllr on the specif ic problems and
develooment needs of the island ceveloping countries. We have comea rong: way since. rt is particularly qratifving, taerefcre, onthis occasion, to express Fiji's appreciation to tie United. Nationsfor the efforts which ii, has macie during the intervening period torec"if.1r this situation.
E-in:'l ''r'r Mr chairman, this conf.-r'ence, as r said befcre, is a testnr ^ttF nn'r i tical '"'i11. ri is a tes: ot- political '";rrr for

^/v 
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efficient and timell' nruliilateral action -t-owd,Fds meeting challengesfacing the small island States. The hope, especially of nore than4i mi.llion peopre who rir.e in so riany of our snalr istandcountries, lies in the ability' of those present here to findpractical solutions to their problens -

Thank vou.

*t******R***
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,"UNTTED 'NATTONS 
CONFERENCE ON SUSTATNABLEDEVELOP},ENT OF SMALL TSLAND DEVELOPTNGSTATES, BRTDGBTOWN, BARBADOS,25 APRrI 6 MAY Lgg4

STATEMENT BY flON LT COL JONETru{I KAT}KII{OC?,MrNrsrER FoR HOUSTNG, ErRBAlr DE\ELOPHENTA}TD EN\ TRONMENT, ON THE THEHE

'FORGTNG PARTNERSHTPS TOWARDS SUSTAINASLE
DEVELOPMENT,

I'{r presi-dent

3.:tl.goished Delegates 
:..Ladies and Gentl".",

ft gives r
my c o u'' rr+ """""tJ.:" :=,"t" ?.? i.r."*:""Forgoing partne."rrin 

Toward.ssustainable Developm,ent" at this historicthe World community.

share
debate

meetingr of

The united. Nations conference on Environment an.Deveropment, ('NCED) es tablisn.l throughout, Agend,a2L ' the fund'amentar- principre of grobar and, regionarco-operation toward.s solving ooa yor].d,, senvironmentaL problems. Throughout the Earth::H:::,I; :::" Si;i":. io*il,,,* sroua*y, and acr

Pacific rsrand countries, because of their co,nmoncultural background. and. simi 1., aspj.rations, have arong record' oi r"glo"-r- co-operation- Because of
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the many factorg that they share in corunonr EIShighllght'ed bythis surpmit such as thei-r i-solation,small size, vurnera-birity to natura] d.isasters andscarcity of naturar resources, pacific rsrand.countries have found it more cost_effective to dea].rri'th their eeonomi-c, sociar and ,oore recentry,environmental problems on a , regional basis.Institutions such as the University of the SouttrPaci-fic, South pacj-fic Commi ssion, rorum SecretariaLand the south pacific Regionar Environ:nent program
J|ry:"ft:r:"'taments ro rhis erhic or resionar

Il0wever, when it co*es to the imprementation ofAgenda 2! ' throug'h the capacity 2r and. otherinternatj-onal funAing mechanisms, this primary ethicof g'Iobal and. reg'-onar co-operation is becominglost, because the ,,-ator,.-- u... deribeiru.a"ry beingrequS'red to compete wiEh one. anoth.er for forrdir,,g.. 
l

In the lead.-up to the Barbad.os Conference, informalrr i s cussion was held. by satelrite rink betueen t'eUnited States, Fiji and papua Ney Guj-nea. one ofthe recurring ttrenes tbat was ra'se. by Ambas sadorDavid Colson of Lhe United States, in explaining theUS position aL Barbados, Has the d.onor countriesrequirement for smarr isrand. d,evel0ping sEates tott'ave to compete for funding given by d,everopedcountries to the Grobar nnvironnent Facirity andother agencies - r wourd rike to st.ress Lhis fact, onbehalf of Fijir that whire the uNcED agreements haveas their basic principle grobar an4 regionar co_operati-onr when it co'es Lo the funding ofac t'i'vities r ind,ivid,uar s Lates are being required, by
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the f undi-ng procedures to compe te agains t eachot'her - But, cornpeti-tion is dia&etricalry opposed, toco-operation. corupe ti t,ion for scarce resources togenerate confrict and. disunity rather than harmonyand unity - Thi-s imposed requi-rement f or co,opetition-for funding, if reft orr.""ognised. and. unchecked.,wirr erod'e any initiative io. co-operation Ehat,already 6xist. Eventualty, it vil]. set thedeveloped countries against the d.evelopingcountries r. drrd. yitfr.in ttrose two groups r couDtriesag,ainst one anotb.er. In the South pacific, sheremost countries have compired. Nationar Environment.Strategies or Management plans r ds theircontribution toward.s the grobar initiatives e u€ arenow being f aeed. with having. to compete for limi.ed.regionar fund,s to implement these s trategies and,plans ' !{h're it may be more convenient for theIarge nultilateral f uncti 49 ag.encies, a,'d. to someextent. birateral d,onor countries to fund. through areg'ionar body, if the fund.ing proced.ures are noLurgently revised., regiona]. co_operation md.y soondisappear as the indivi.ual states scramhre tosecure a even 

'oore rimited' (and possibry inequitabreshare) of alread,y rim.ited funding in ord.er toi-mplement their priority proj ects . :.

Many of us r like Fij i, have a clear id.ea of thesteps we sish to take to imprement our NationarEnvironrnent strat,egy, and. have alread.y taken inLoaccount the regionar context in devel0ping ourstrat'egies. Ite shourd be d.ed.icating ar-r ouref forts, energies, and varuabre nati-onar resourceinputs to makitg rapid progrres s vi th iropremen tation .rnstead, we are forced to vaste time and rimited,resources on the lengthy, complex, and. often
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unsuccessful buree
c o mp e r i r i v e t,r' a i-nf,' ""'irT; 

" 
iJ; " ;:::::" r:: : 

. r;j 
" 
::no t convinced that thes" 

-;;"edures 
wirr result ineither equita-ble dist,ribution r o

ffl::::l::: or nationar, resionar 'u,d '";i:;:i
I

One of the main outcomes, as f see it, of theBarbad'os conf erence shourd, be a uni-ted demand,from smarr i-srand. s tates for the formulation of afunding procedure that elimi nates the notion ofeompetition, is more cond.ucive to .,regional and.global co
priori ry -T:"=;l="t "L "l"J;;?i {.."1i"" 

mee rs ;l:environmentar problems of the worrd, are our comr4.nconcern.
Bur He '".{; *: ":ir"""," ?r,"'T":,:r'""*; :::r;ffLa-rrsorve themse-r-ves of ttrei-r responsibi r-ity byffI':3.1'#':i","""".'::*":"* smarr is rand s rares,
those rinired, .."oo=cese so 

ti;J 
ff$"..:.":n t::engagred in ti,e rigours of t'e co'petition that theyare distracted' from insisting on ful' jolntresponsibility from both d.evel0ping and. d.everopednations.

Pacific fsland Countriesr €specially after thernEernationar year of rndigenous people in 
'gg3,

have entrenched in ar-r their constitutions therights of
o rher,,. ro,3" .:"tr.1"r": TJi"r ";:1r"T[fi.;:.:impricat,ions in d.ealing with enviroruuentar issues,which musr be highiighted in this conference. Forexarnpre' g3t of Fiji's r-and area is owned by
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co*munal i-ndigeno us rand-owning uni- ts r which meansthat arr attempts to set up nationar protectectconservation areas has to be wj-th their ac Lj-veparticipation and consent.rhe me chanisms exis ;';; "",r.ou""111111?1"";, 

:" "i,ii"comrnunar rand-ownershi-p 
s t'ruc tures have beeni'nstitut'ionar-ised- At, times, arso, Iand.oyners villhave to be compensaLed, for the alienation of rand.and resources to create nationar and. yorl. heritagesites. Where sites must be protected. as g].obalassets ' for the benefit of the internationarcorununity, the compensation cannot be met throughH:':lli"i"i,1li=:;:f.,"ff1:"1 rnus t be made tnrousr'

rn ad'dition, ;" intellectuar rights of resource
;:Hi: :it 

be protected - roo orren ir is rhe
hi shest 

"'"t";, 
'it"Tr"" H: ;"t"t"";i:""t 

""It:" 
";J""i::Traditionar knowredge of herbar cures is oftenacquired by internationar interests at a oomi n-tf ee r then upgrad.ed,, paten ted and, sold. at anexorbitant, price by researchers ana commerc j-ali'nterests ' The ttro*r"dge held, by the trad.itionarpractitioners shou-r-d. 

_ 
be .""ogrised, and refrected.through a more eguS-ta-bre distriiution of ttr,e profitsderj-ved from tj.is knowledge.

Flr presid.ent, in conclusion,the Governnent of Barbad,osarrang.ements and hospital_itythis j-mportant Conference,

I would like to Lhankfor their excellent
during the course of

The Fi j i deregati-on has been honoured, Eoparticipate, and has ar-so been abre to enj oy its
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sta.y j.n th1g beauti'fuJ' l.s],and,greR rous offLcl.al arrangementsof. the Beo,pJ.e of, 

"ariJ;;;-"*-
I pray that the Lordr s bleasingr _vitl enrich lrourd'eliberatlons in this lnternar grathering and. tbat itwlll be, a sugceasfu]. one o j.r

gtate. ftranks to theand the hospJ,tallty

---------'-.-.--ir-i 00 0 .0 0 0 0 0 0,0 -_________,F+___

i:'
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Mudam Presidcnt,

Thank you lor giving my dclegation this opportunity to spealg ancl

I am honoured to deliver tho speech on its bchall

Ar the outsct, may I join other speakers before mc in congratulating

you, Madam, and other members of the Bureau on your election ancl theig

electionS to the offices of the Conference.

Madam Presidenf my delegation wishes also to express its heartfelt

gratitude, through you, to the Government and people of Barbados for

making us feel most welcomed and to tbel very much at home since we

first arrived in their beautiful countrv.

We note that this Global Conference on Sustainable Development

of Small Island Developing States is the product of a long process of
negotiations that culminares in the adoption of Agenda 2l and the Rio

Declaration. As an Island Developing State, the Republic of Kiribati

attaches great imponance to this Conlbrence, and looks tbnvard, perhaps

with some anxiefy, to its outcome. We express the hope that the outcome

of this Conference shall demonstrate a nerv spirit of international

cooperation - a post UNCED - and a new paradigm tbr economic and

environmental cooperation at the international, regional, subregional and

local lcvels. By this. we me&n that global environmental degradation and

the ensuing quest for susts.inablc pattern of development is a common

concern of all Stetes.

M$dam President, rvhen rvc rcqucstcd a tirnc to spclk at this

Scssiott, rvc huvc br'cn rvrlndcrirrg just *'hst do rvc nced to s:ry thut hud

I



not bccn statecl, in onc way or another, during un" lf tho scssions of the

Prcparatory Committec.v fur thc UNCED ancl for this Conforencc. And
wc worc wondering further what other small islancl developing slates

might havc not said but necd mentioning with cmphasis ar rhis

Confcrcnce.

Clearly, this Conference indicates that all have been said and that it
also demonstrates the underslancling at the international level of the

problems, vulnerabiliry, and disadvanLages that face small island

developing states in their efforts towards achieving sustainable

development. My delegation is grateful for this understanding and from
a wish to keep this understanding in place, my delegation is encouraged

to join others in this general debate.

Kiribati consists of small atolls, dispersed over a vast area of ocean.

There are prospects in the development of marine resources, but this time
we are not as yel effectively participating in the hanesting of our marine
resources.

Ivlost of our islands are inhabited. Essential services such as

schools, health centres; inliastrucfure such as roads; development projects
such as those on tlsheries and other sectors; must be prorided, upgraded

and maintained at all of the 2l inhabited islands. Wirh this geographic

setting, there is no cheaper rvay to pursue a sustainable prth of
development.

Kiribati is loc:rted in the middle of the Pgcific Oce:rn. Its location is
alnrost at cquidistartt lront thc rvorld nrgrkcts locatcd to thc south iurd to
thc north: artd cqudly isolatcd trrrm the nrukets to thc. csst snd thc $'esr.

I



And bcin ghighly rlepcnclcnt ori imports, thc frcight pcr unir of import in
Kiribati could bo thc highcst in thc world; ancl devclopmcnt prpjuut coyts

arc doubly high. In summary,.Kiribati, likc other small islancl devcloping
statos, is gcographically and economically most vulnerablc and

disadvanLrged.

sustainable development in Kiribati is a big chaltenge to the
l-

govcrnment and the people. By sustainable developmcn! we envisage the
abiliry of the present generation to improve their living conditions and

welfare to achieve a higher real economic growth and greater self-reliance

without over-exploiting the country's limited land resources and its marine
resources,or, destructing its environment. Sustainable development

implies activities to protect tfre environment from excessive stress

necessitated by requirements for socio-economic wants and goals of the
people.

options for development and activities implied in the concept of
sustainable development are not easy tbr Kiribati or, for any small island
state for that matter, to pursue. In addition, the concept oi'5u5tninable

development would be meaningless if ail low-lying island srates,

including Kiribati, are submerged under-water. The pursuit of
sustainable development would therefore not be possible without the

assistance from the developed countries, and from the reler.ant sub
regional, regional and international organizgtions.

Msdam Presidenl Kiribati has recenrly adoptecJ u Nstiond
Environment lvlsnagcment Strirtegy, rvith the invaluable ussistance from
thc South Pacilic Regionrl Environmcnr progrrnr (SpREp). But SpREp
hrrs limited financiul resourccs urd yct thc estinri,rtcd costs tbr the

3
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Nutionrl Ilnvironmcnt Management strategy is ab'ut us$5 miilion. This
will be additional to the normar buclget for our nati'nal cc'nomic
dcvelopmcnt activities, and,c;uitc separate from thc long list of many
morc unfounded projccts that incluclcs those that could substantially
enhance our abiliry to fuily utirizeand participare in thc prannecr
exploitation of our marine living resources.

In summary,Madam Presiden! we believe that sustainable
development is not a practical.strategy without the flexibiliry and goodwill
of the international community to provide the means to assis! and to
complement the national efforts of small island developing states such as
Kiribati to implement activities that will contribute to economic growth
and to the protection of its environmerrt.

Madam Presiden! I wourd like to tarce this opportuniry to again
urge the international communilv an4 in particular, the donor coriununify
to take an active part in the grobal partnenhip for the pursuit of
sustainable development.

Thank you all.

lf
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Mr. Prcsidcnt
Exccllcncics,
Dis tinguis h c d D cl egatcs,
l-adics and Gen tlc-rnm.

I thank you Mr. President for ging me this opoftunity, to sharc w:th you our
thoughts from Kiribati, during this vcry important Global Confcrsnce on the
Sustainable Dweloprncnt rf Small Island Developing Statcs. Although Kjribati is ncrt a

mernber of the Unitcd Nations, we have closely monitored thc dweloprncnt of thc
variorx issues of imprrtanc€ to rls. discrssed within this Prerrdum global mganbation
and the issue of.sustainable development is one of, - tf not the most important. For Eris

reasorL I wish to express our most sincere apprecianon for the decisions adopted by ttre
United Nations General Asscmbt-v that hare led to the timety convening of this
important Corrfersnce, and all the preparatory meetings leadng up to it.

!fr. President, before proceeding any further, I would like to first preface my
rErnarks by extending my de? gratitude and appreciation to yoq and through yorl to
your Government and the people of Barbados for the ver]'wafin welcome, and for all
the meticulor:s arrangematrg and hospitalities extended to my delegation ad ! since
our arrival in your beautiful country. We have been made to feel tnrl.v at home, fitakiog
it so much easier for us, to focus on the important deiiberations ahead of r:s.

!Ir. Prcsidenl the Conference could not have been mandated wirtr a beuer
therne for its deliberations. For r:s in the Pacific region, as I am sure it is.also the cass
in other regions the issue of developnrent has always been rhe centrai theme of regional
gatterings. and und.erstan&bl.v so. ;Ls ir is also the central rherne in oru rcspcctire
narionai capitals. We hale bcen and coatinue to be preoc.cupied with ho*'best to mect
the basic needs. and how ro imgrore the socio<conomic srstus of or:r people. It is
therefore onb'proper that such an imporrant subject be di-scussed in e Global fortrn
such as this onc.

\,{r PresidenL two vears 3go, we met in Rio for the Eafih Summit whcre wc
pledged to protect our plancr Earth . One of the most important outcomes of trat
Summit is Agenda l1 which recognises the special problsrns of Small Island
Developing Strtes end calls rmong othcr things for e Programmc of .{ction to rssist
n'ith the Susteinablc pglqlLrpment of these cor:nnies. We ere here in Brrbados to
translate that commitrnent rnd pledge into action and I am happy that Kinlati hrs been
part of this process ell along.

l{r PresidcnL the cru}rrdng of this Conference could not have bccn more
timeb. particulerlr'. in tight of the curent contcNt \!'ithin which. thc subject of
dcvelopmcnt is bcing discrrssed. \\'e must not :spire t<lr rlcl'elopmcnt. horveltr rva-v

rvc detinc iq rs an cnd - s'e mr.rst rspirc tbr dcvelc'pmcnt that is nccessarih'long tcrm:, -
rs a prDccss thrt friggcrs hfthcr inrprovcmcnts and bcttcmrcnt to socicr.r':, -
,1g\islsrpmcnt th:rt is sust:rinrblc. Stlmcthing thrt wc cJn c(rLull on, t() ctrntributc to thc
hcffcrnrcnt, ntlt urrh'ot'this gcrrcr.rtion. but hrrurc gcncratitrrrs to c()nlc.



[{owwcr, I wi-gh to cmpharisc that ag uscf ul a^e thcse vari<luc frrrms ol'afristance
arc, thcy must not be takcn a^s a subctitutc fw our ovm nilfunal etlirrc. thcse vanota
forms of cxtcrnal as.sistancc ml$t necess anly be scen as cornplimcn tary to our own
etforts lowarcls .guslainablc d*clo4mt whcrn path and dircction, it is for us
indMdualty ae a $[ate, to decide.

rVr. President, sad ls the day whcn dwelopmcntat projccts havc to bc put to rest
Jcn lack o'f dsnor sup,pofl. ln rrry view, whcn this haprperx, il L bcrt for us as policy
makcrs, - to pack and go homc. Stutainable dcveloprncnt must thcrrfore nccCsrarily
incorpcrrate the notion of self-reliance to avoid having to culthatc an arti.ficial lwel of
livelihood and thus cxpectations for our people r+'hich the country cannot afford to ,

maintain in the long nrn. We therefore see d.evelopmertt assisrance as a most crucial
inErim arrangflnent that will substintialty assist us to strengthen our htcrnal capacity tn
be self-retianl and !o pursue a development path for or:r people, thar is srstainable.

Tbis has been the fundamenral foundation oa which we har.e based our
drvelopment policics since indcpendence - the deiibcrare poliry of limiring or:r public
spending to the lwel th:t we can sr:stain in the long run- This is basically-why we chosc
to do away nth budgetiry assistancevery soon after gaining political in&pendeacc in
1979- \fr. Pr:sidcnq it invofues painf:l sacrifices and restrainr'on spcnding which may
not alwa-vs go down well with our constiarencies. I! however, rnakes good-political and
economic serL€ in the long n:a for when all the fanfare of handing oler ceremonies
are ovet, the rcsponsrlilitv- is ours to gnsuf,e thar rhe fnrits of dwelopmcnt conthue to
flow to or:r people, {\D THIS, is perhaps the biggesr test of sustdnable dwelopanenr

!Ir. hesideal dcrlopmenr poiicies are dssigned to hslp gurde plans tbr the
irrrprovernent of the welfare of our pe oples. In Niritad- the majoriry oi o- people liv.e
a subsistence lireqle on the ourer islands. Our dsv'elopmenr programore *itt
thcrefore. conrinue to.o:lve e bias towards improring fre livilg ruttarra. on outer
isbnds. Conc.'rted eftns have been and continue to bc ro"O" to suengtro and
improve instirurions for the delive4v of these programmes. Due 

"tnpnr"ir 
has been

giren to agricuiturc and marine resourcc dwelopmcnr rrith a riew to rchieve marimurn
b:aefit for oru people on r sutainable basis. B--car:se of thc heary rcliance on the land
and surrounding sea resourc$. coupied with the verl' timiting rnd fragile naruf,e of atoll
Enlironmcnf it is mosr important thet every effort is made to maintain this delicarc
bahnce. This by no means is a nert' thinking. We hare age old taditional checks and
controls to enslxc that scarce resources :rre not over-c-rploiterl, and mor€ rcccntty my
go\€rnmcnt h.rs set a condition to ass€ss thc cnvironmentel impact of all dcvclopmcnt
projccts befbrc implementation. We halc also pur in placs a )iationel Enrironmcnt
lrlenagerncnt StrrtcEr'commonly knowr. rs NEIIS wirh the relu.rblc rssistrncc of Thc
South Prcific Regionel Enrironmcnr programmc.

One irnportrnt rspccl of susteinrblc .lcrrlc.pnrcnt is prrpulation issucs. Lrur
pttpulation sizt is pcrh.rps rcladvelv small comparcd ro othcr snull isl;urd surcs:
Hurwcvcr. in rcl.rtion to cxisting ri:sourccs, thc fiqurcs ;u$ ;l cJtlsc lbr ronccrn m,,t this is
cspccialtv' so givcn thc tinriting n:rrurc of oru afo[ cnrironrncnr. F.llirrts to irnprove thc
lirclihoorl of thc pcoplc will trcconrc rncaningle-r* .rnJ rvill rcn' s(h)n bc ncrrari.l if thcrc
ilT no conucflcd cllbrrs tr) crrritrt)l thc poprrlltirrn.



l-ikcwise, suetainablc dcrrclopment should not vnly bo a naticnal undcrtaking.
'fhcrc arc othcr very lmporlant dimc'nsionry that cannot bc addrcse edW Lny onecounry
alonc but re<luires oollectivc international cffor1 to bear results. 'lhc subjcit thcrcfo,re,
has to bc arldrcsscd in a multi dimcn.rional and mt*gratcd inanner and mu.st by neccssity
also be addrcssed at all levcl.g, national subregioni! rcgional ancl intcrnatio,nal. This it
how we vicw thc Programrne of Acuon discus.*cd crvcr the last fcw days and which I
understand has rcccntly been finalised and shortty to be put beforc this augrxt body.

- i\lr Prcsidrnt" mrrch of what I havc covered this morning are so,mc kry
dimcnsisrrs of our national effo,rts towards rustainable dcvclorprncnt; EFTORTS that I
hastcn to add, which will amount to NOTHh{G if or.rr islands are to be subrncrged
below sea level in the not too distanr funrre. The input of the inlernational **-*ity,
and in particular thc in&rstrialised countrics, camot be over-ernphabcd and I again call
upon those counnies to act responsibty and to meet their moral obtigarions to
complernent national eforts towards sustainable dcvelopment globalt-y.

Mr. Presideng wc acknowledge that the ultimate responsibilif for ou
respective developments rest on orr shoulders tD carry. Yet there ars activities thet
contribute towrds this end that can best be tackled at the subregional ard internaional
levels. There are commoo threads in otrr individual efforts that can benefit from
exchange of ideas, personnel and re*orrces. And needess to ad4 the c,srtinu.ed
assistance and goodwill of the donor commrmir-v. to assist in this undfitaking carmot be
over-ernphasizcd.

I, therefore, grear$ value our participation in thiq historic Conference, which
accords us this very op,poauniry'to e.xchange view's on this importanr zubjecr It also
presents us *ith tre ogportunir-v- to, ryain. signal to the international commrmitv or:r
total commitrnent towards sust"inable development as a goal, not onl-r'for our people
but as our ow'n small contribrrtion to rhe srxrainabiiit-v of our planet Earth.

lvIr. Presidcnt the v'enue of the Conference could not have been beuer chosert.
Yor:r caprral citv, Bridgetowrl is not onty beautifl:l proriding a mosr conducire
eNiroffnent for our important deliberations, - bur its name.- l'ery rymbolic. Ixt trjs
Confercnce in Bridgetosrn be the one where intematioml partrrership is forged for the
building of r GLOBAL BRIDGE wtrich s$e can all together cross .in trc pursuir of
global sustainable dcrelopment.

NIr. Presidenl Er(cellencies, I thank vou tbr 1.our attention.
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MR. PR-E.SIDENT, VICE.PRESIDENTS, DI.STbIGLI^SFIED DELEGNTE.S,MEMBEI{S OF lfiF. b{CjN-COVERNMENTAL ORG,L\IZATIONS, LADIIIS ANI)GENILEMEN, I fll,L\K You FOR'THIS oppoRTUNTry ro .spE..\K ToDAy, ANDI woULD LIKE To E-XTEND ],1Y SINCERE APPRECL\fio\-'ro TFIE BARBADoSGOVERNIVIE'VT AND ITS CfTIZENS FOR IvL\KING THIS LAL'DABI-E EVEttrtPOSSIBLE.

I MUST ADIVtrT THAT I A]VI MPRESSED BY THE BROAD PARTICiPATIONTH]S CONFERINCE HAS ATTRACI'ED. AS I LOOK OUT ON 'ffiE SEA OFPEOPLE TTL\T HA\T ASSEMBLED TO FOCUS ON THE ISS{IES COMRONTINGS}'I.ALL ISL,\ND DEVELOPNG COUNTRIES, I CA=t HELP BUT woNDER IFTHLS sLrIrGE oF ATTE\TIoli \ulr wA*r{E o}-cE THIS pRESTIGIous EVENTllAS COIvIE TO A CLOSE.

IT IS \,fY HOPE, THEREFORE, T}IAT WE CAN ESTABI TSH A PER\L$IENT]VIECI{ANIS\.1 TI-L.\T \IILL \IONTTOR THE PROGRESS OF ISLAND STATES,PROVIDE TEcI-L\lc.'\L r1*\D l-INAr\-cL{L ASSIsTTL\cE To pRotvlorE
sLsrAniABLE DE\TLOP\,IE\T, r\\lD FACILiTATE co\,t\mtcATloN .{NDNToRvL'l'lIoN ExCFLt\clr. flIE I,L{RS}L{LL IsL.L\DS woLLD LII<E To SEETilE TE\,IPORARY ISL.\ND OFFICE L\i TI{E DEp,\RT}IE\T OF pOLICy
COORDL\IATION ..L\D SUST.{INABLE DE\ELOP\IEI{T AT THE LnITTEDN.{TIONS BECONTE A PER\L.L\EM' OMCE. THIS OFnCE SHOLLD LL.\ISE\\TrH Tr{E REGIoN.{L CENTERS so }i.{.TIoNr\L REGIoN.\L .q.I.{DNTER*\ATIONAL EFFORTS To pRoN,IoTE sus r.{,tr\i'AB LE DE\TLop},Ib}ir cANBE LINKED.

tuIoRE cooRDt\ATIoN oF wozur ,L\D n\FoR\L{TIoN woLrLD BEVERY HELPruL TO US .{S OLR.ISL..L\DS .{RE DIST.L\T d\:D RL\IO\T,D FROTVITHE HLrBs oF INTEzu\-'\TION.{L AcTwTTIES. IN THE \h.nsHr\LL $L.^u\DS,\lE NEED To UPGRADE oLR TEcHNoLocy ro wtpRo\,,E ouR LIi\K-\cE\!TlH GLoB.-\L co\II\rLNIc.-\TIoN sysrL\Is rlL^\T SERVE .ds BRrDcEs rooLR RLGIolr AND THE REsr oF THE woRLD. trvo'RoVED .\ccESS To



INFqply4TToN woulD ENTTBLE u.s To MAKIT .vorul IM..ORMED,RE.SI,CJNSIBI-E DECI.'JIONS NIOLJ'T'OUR ITE.SOURCL, USti. :

I'IIE REI,UBLIC OF'T7il:. IV{AR.SFLILL ISLNNDS HA.S BEGT,TN 'ftfi,PROCE.'iS OF CRTATNJG N NA'NON.AI STRA'IT(}Y FOI( PI(OMOTNGSUS;'TIUI.INBI-E Dh,VELCJI'\,$,I.iT 'I'O FLLI.fII ITS COil[\{rrME].iT .I'O 
THEoBlIJc'I'lvE'1i oF AGENDA 21. THE lvLrRsFL,\LL IsLANDs pAss[D A NAnoNALENVIRONft4T:NI.\L MANAGEMENT .srIrATEGy, ANI) wr\s oNE oF THE Ftrr.srNA'NONS IN TH[, WORLD'IO DO S(-I. 'rrtE LNiTED S,I'ATES AND THE SOUTI{PACIFIC RLGIONAL E\IVIRONT,IEN T,\L PROGRAI4ME HAVE BEEN AsSISTI.vGUfi VITFI ]HIS PROCESS, FOR WHICH WE ARE !T,RY APPRECIATIVE.

THE PROCESS BEGAI{ WTTH THE BLESSING OF PRESIDENT /"VATAKABUA To FoRtvr AN AD-HOC woRKDic cRorjp To cofisIDER HowSUST/\TNABLE DE\TLOP\,IENT cA\ BE NcoRpoRATED NTo pREsElir AliDFUTLR-E ACTIVITIES, .A}iD TO \,{AKE RECOMME}IDATIONS FOR WAYS THEco\T'RI'ilvIENT c.{\ L\'TEGRATE THE coNcEprs oF susrAf,\iABLEDEVTLOPIVIENT INTO ITS AC NvTNtS. THIS GROUP IS CO}IPRISED OF HIGHLEVEL REPRESENTATIVES FROM EACH OF THE GOVERNNIENTS ..VNisTRTES,A\D MEMBERS oF )iATIONAL DEvr,Lop],IElir AGENCIEs. THE GRoIp wILLBE E.XPA"\DDIIG TO NCLUDE REPRESE\TATIVES IROM THE PRTVATESECTOR AND LOC.T GOIT.R\J}TE]fTS.

DURL\iG THE FIRST SERTES OF \TFE'TN'GS, THE WORKNG GROL?POSED THREE RECO}IVIESDATIONS TO THE CABINET FOR CONSIDERATION.FIRST, ALL PRIVATE .{\D PLBLIC DE\ELOP\,TENT PROJECTS :VILST BE},IEASURED AGAINST A*\ ESTABT TSHED SET OF DEVELOPT,IENT CRITERL-\BEFORE PRoJEcrs c.{-\ BE AppRo\ED. THESE CRITERL^\ -{RE DESIG:\ED ToENSLRE TFIAT PROJECTS .{RE CONSISTL\T TVTTH NATION.T SUST.{,AI.{BLEDEIELOPI'IENT oBJEcrnrs. Ex.{\IpLEs oF T}IESE pRoposED cRITERL{I\CLLTDE .{,S SUR^\}.iCES T}LI.T :* TI{E NATURAL RESOTIRCE B.\SE \\fII BE E}II{.!\CED, NOT DEPLETED;' PRoJL'crs \!rLL BE CLLTLRALLY AppRopRL.lTE ..L\D f-rcoRpon{TETR{.DITION..\L L\OTTLEDGE \\,}IERE\.T.R POS SIBLE,$ PROJECTS \VILL BE .\PPROPRLATE, D.i TER\IS OF SCALE .{\D COST,{,CO\INTLINTTIES \\]LL FL{.\'E t*?LT tr'-TO THE DESIGN .{\Dt\ TPLEJ\,TENITATION OF PROJLC-TS, .{.\Dt PLTUC EDUCATION .-L\D ..L\ ntPRo\TD eu..\Llfi oF LIFE sHoLLD BEDISCEIU\IBLE.



,':

'lT t[ SECONI) RF.col\4\lENDATIor.{ srr,vMrNc I.TtoM 'I'IIF, wotu<INcGROUP I.s 'rl IIj Fol,*vtul-rtTtol.,l ()f: A NA'r'toNAL .s'rRnrrcy FoR
JY: lt*fll*. 11-EYIti:J'Mnlif wr ncr r arrE G Rn'ms'r'r rE bJn'nolrru. Fn/F -

Mn hlA(;I:,Mrlrf Si't'ItA'II(-.;Y, IJ.IE
t t:(;l.SL.\'llON, 'I'!Il Nrt'r'lrrNrtr pr,l,,f-l nrtrL\ t<)l rc,y
l.,RO I' O.S L:D liNV DtriNMt: N'I' AL LEGI f;LA'[O N .

AND [XIS]]NG ANI)

TI.tr FIV.4L RECOVIVIEI..DATION IS TO ENGAGE PEOPT-E AT ALL LEVELSbi DISCUSSIONS naour \VIllT susrADinBtr DEVELoPMENT MEn-\s, /tliDFIOW L,NCH NIARSFIALLESE CTNZEN T{AS A ROLE, TO PLAY t\i PROTECTINGOT'R FRAGTLE E}TVIRONML}TT, \,IA\AGL\G OLIR RESOURCES, ANDPRESERVING OUR TRADITIO};AL CLLTLRE. BECAUSE EVERY CITZEN ISDEPENDENT oN Tm E\VIRo);rvfE\T ,L\-D trs NATURAL RE.soLRCES FoRSLRVTVAL , IT IS IIIPERATTVE T}IAT DL\LOGLES TAKT, PL,\CE To NCLIJDEE\IERY TIER OF SOCIETI" NCLLDING POLICY IVIAKERS, SLtsSISTENCEF-'l&\lERs AND RSIIER\IEN, \'r:oivlE\', yoLTI{, CHLRCH GRot.l?s, .l\D THEPRTVATE SECTOR.

TT{ESE THREE RECOI{IIEND.{,TIONS ARE PRESENTLY BEFORE TI{ECASI\IET FOR RE\,]EW. I URGE .{\YO.\E WHO }L\S .,TVY COJVI\IE\TS ORSUGCESTIONS ON W..I,YS WE \trG}IT STRENGTHEN OTJR I\ITL\TIVES TOTALK \wrH \fElIBERs oF rvtt' Dtrr trcATIoN. THE rvtARsltu-L tsL.I\DS IsFhDNG THE PROCESS CHALLENGD{G SD{CE THERE ARE IiE'*' \IODELSFRol\I s,vL"rLL isl-d\D STATES To E-\TR{poL.{'rE FRotvt.

OUR EFTORTS TO LNCORPOR{,TE SUST.{L\IABLE DEIELOP}{E\T .{,RENTPEDED SO\IEWT{.A.T BY OLIR NABILITY TO ACCESS CERTAD{ U.}i.PROGR.{\IS SD{CE TFIE .\L.\.RS}L{,LL ISL.{\DS IS NOT CONSIDERED .{, LEASTDEVELOPED COLN'TRY. THE .\L{.RSIT{LL $L.{\DS HAS .{PPI IFD FOR LE..\STDEVELOPED COL/}iTRY ST.{,TL'S T\\fCE .{T TI{E LTNTTED NATIO\S .{\DF'{ILED' TOO OFTEN, TFIE L\ITER\A1ION.{I CO}ltvtLD{Tn' SEES ISL-I\DST.\TES AS IDYI I IC, BE.q.UTIFIJL PL{,CES T}L{T DO }.iOT REQLfRE HIGHNCO\,IES TO STIPPORT THL\ISEL\T,S. I WOLLD LIKE TO .{SK THEDirERlJr\TIoN.-\L coI\,L\ItNn1 To T.\KE A cLosER LooK - To sEE HowLITTLE LA].ID THERE IS TO SLST.\N THE POPLLATION, TO SEE TI{E LIRB.fu\POVEITTY AND IN..\DEQU.\TE HOUS$;G, .\\D TO SEE HOW DIFFICLT.T IT IS,TO GROW SLtsSIS]ENCE CROPS L\ S.\\DY ..\]'OLL SOL \\HiCH ISCONS]".\NTLY SPIL{,IA.D BY TFIE S.I\LT OF ]TIE OCE..L\. I SEEK'[FIE SL?PORTOF OT}IER ISLA}D N..\TIO\S 'TO HELP US SEEK OLR RIGi{TFLIL



IiI'COGNI NON AS AN LDC W}[CI I WLt FACTLN'N'rE, OUR EFFCJR'I"S 'rOIiMllltACIt SUSTAAI t\It[i DEVIiLOphfit.rT. :

A.S WE SCRUTII..|ZE C)LR BI{OAD NA'|IONAJ- DEVELOPMI1NT GOAL.S ..VEA.SUIU}TG BO FI OIIR SUCCE.S.SI.S ANI) OUR LOSSES - IT IIAS BECOMEINCITI:ASINGLY CLEAR To .vfy covERl.nvt[N1' 'I]I.AT wE I\z,tRsFIAL It:;EK}IOW WI.L\T TYI,E oF DL,VELOPME,NT wE WA]TIT IN ouR COLNIRY. LNTILLCt86, TI-IE \,IARSH^LL LSLA*\DS WAS TjCCUPIED By A.VERICA-\, JAPAI{TSE,GEIL\4AN AND SPANISH FORCES FOR },{ORE 
'=,N"., 

d; )C"il. FOR...W\NYYE,,\RS FottEIcN NA noNS wfpop.TED THEIR pREscRFTIoNS FoRDEVELOPIVIENT, A}ID E.XPERMENTED WITH LNSOTIND PRACNCE.S. NOWT1+\'T WE I-IA\'E BEEN GryEN OUR RIGI{TFI-,T- L\IDEPENDENCE, PRESENTLY INITs EIcFrrH yrA& wE wAi\T To tvpl.&vlEvr oun ow\r IDEAs, A:..rD ouRo\l'v Plltu\s. FRorvf THE L\I:TERNATIoNAL coa,n4LNlTtr, wE I\EEDTEcH\ifcAL i1,\D FINA-\crAL AssISTA*\cE To FosrER otrR PLANS. wE Do-i\.OT, 
HOWEVE& NEED TO BE TOLD HOW TO DEVELOP.

t\i TRADMONAL TIMES, WE LNED IN Ii{R.VOMT A}iD BAL..1,}iCE \WTHOLR ENVIRONA,IENT. WE LTIL',ED !']RTU*TTV EVERY AREA OF AR4,BLEL.{.\D TO PL{VT FOOD CROPS. WE BLILT OLR HOUSES AT 'I'}IE FRDqGE OFTHE BREADFRUTT FORESTS SO GOOD L{.\D WOULD NOT BE W.TSTEO.

col'irAcr u,'T''J THE ..TTSIDE woRLD BR.LGFTT ENoRVous, CFLI\GES TO OIJR iSL.{\DS. BRE.{DFRLTI TREES WERE SI.STL\1ATIC.{LLYREPLACED BY COCONTT TREES SO COPR{ COLLD BE }IARVESTED .T,}iDL\:PORTED FOR PRORT. A \t{ssrvE ABO\E GROiJND NLTCLEAR TESTL\IGPRocR-\lvI TIL\T TooK pLAcE ol.i oLR ISL--L\,Ds RENDERED r 5e,,o oF oI-rRL{\D - }\Hiclf TOT-{LS Jlrll 70 squ-,ur \fil n5 - usFr r55 -r\DL\"R OD UC TIVE B E C AUSE OF LTN'GERh'G R,{D L-\TION,

NOW T}IAT TIIESE IRREIERSIBLE CII\\GES TL{.\,T, OCCURRED, WElvIl-''sr Ft\D A w.-\y To REST'RE THE DIGMry d\D EsrEL\I 
'NCE

ASSOCL.\TED uIIT}I OLR .{BIUT\' TO r.rr,I L\I T.fu\DEM WTIH THEEN\fRO^INIE}'T. WE \'EED TO FIND .\IODER\ .{PPLIC..\]]ONS FOR OURTR.'.DITION-*L KNowLEDcE oF REsoIJRcE usE TIL.\T HAs BEENSL?PRESSED FoR lvlrr\ry \E.\Rs. IF IT Is pRopERLy T..r,ppED, oLrRTi\OWLEDGE coIII-D SERVE ..\S A SIGNIRC.\\T co}.iTRiBUTIoN To TmS\\IFRGY L\{ERGI\G FRONT THE COL?Ln\G OF IVIODERN SCIENICE .\\DINDIGENOUS I\.NO \TLEDGE.



INDF,ED, 'N I}: TN'TEI(NN'NONAL C()MML'NTry Wil-L I]E FOI(CEI) TOU'I'N.IZ.T:,'Nrc. COLLIC'IIV'I WIJJDOM QF 'NII' I)I.:VELOPING NND DEVF.L()FEI)wop'I-D 1'(J ADDIUis.s sIJCIt st:Iu()u.s l.ssiuLS As cLIMA'tE cr.rANGE. II.I .n*
'vl'\lt.slIALL ISLANDs, wi lu:c()c].rzE rTL,\'t TTffi rvros.r. SEIU(Ju.s -n-RI:AT.s
F'ncN(; oLrR cc)LrN'l'RY, nNI) tNDIit;D MnNy ot;'I}IF. sMALL LSLnND st.A-rEJ,AIU; '11t[ L\{PACTS oF cL[\4A'tr (ir-rzrNcE nND sEA LrivEL IUriE. wL nRI:ALI€ru)Y EXI'ERIENCING cLrMA'n: RELATED EVINTS wHICtr A*Lcol\itil's'rt1\ir lvrftl rFIE PlLtiDICllOi';.s oF sclENrrsrs, sucFl AS T RCJLONCEDDRcjucl{r.s, HIGFIER 'flDES, /L\D DicREA.sED ERosroN. TI-[E ivL.l.RSFInLLiSL^.\DS FINS GONE TO GRIAT EFIORTS TO INFORM IHE'INTEfu\ATIONALCOh,IV{LD{ITY ABOUT PREDICTiONS FOR THE FUTURE OF TFIE MARSFTALLISLANDS. A cr\sE sruDy F( 

'DED 
By THE us NA.IONAL ocEA-vc tu\,I)

"I'TMOSPHERIC ADML\,IISTRATION wAS L\;DERTAKEN IN ottR ISLrL\DS ToDETERIV{hIE How THE SEi\-LEVEL RISE pRoJEcrIoNS oF THEI\ITERNAI.NAL PA-\EL oN cLtvlATE cFtd\cE ,*LL.; AFFEGT oLRCOL}ITRY. BASED ON THE ESTN{A'TES OF THE IPCC, A 30 CENTMETER SEARISE WILL FORCE THE covERl$'IENT To LIDERTAKE CoSTLy pRoTECTIoN
),IE.A.SURES TO MITIGATE TITE SEVERE THREAT TO LTf,SThIG SOCIAI-ECONOT!trC, Aj\iD pOLfflC.,\L L\ST.ILTTIONS C..TUSED By AN L\.CREASEDovERToPPtNG oF wAvES. A 50 cENTIIVIETER sEA-LEvEL RrsE wrLL RENDERTHE IVIARSTIALL ISLANDS L\I\IFL{BITABLE A.\D FORCE THE ENTIRE\ARSFLA"LLESE POPLLATIO}; TO RELD,;qITSi T}IEIR LI\IDS TO THE SEAA.\D RELOC.TTTE TO d\O-tHER COUI\TRY.

NO OTT{ER ISSLE THREATENS OLR W.{,Y OF LIFE, ,I\D THESO\IEREIGNTY OF \TI NATION \IORE TTL{\ SEA LEITL RISE. \T]{ILE THEREIS A'\ oB\Tous \EED FoR tvIoRE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH To t^DERsr.r\D}IORE ABOLT T}G NATURE OF SEA.LE\EL zuSE, THERE IS AN E\,EN IVTORELRGENT \'llED To ATPLETIENT RESR)NSE SrR.\TEGIES Ii\.NrEDL{,TEry. wE\\ERE FIAPPY TO NOTE N THE DiC \fFF'T\-G L.I.ST \,IONTH T}L{T T}IE USDFI trGATION ST.{TED "TN{E IS A PRECIOUS COi\tVlODfTY I.IL\DJ THEL\f,STING SCIENCE IS SLTF}-ICIE\TLY COJ\IPELLL\{G FOR US TO AC f'.
FOR OIIR P.\RT. \!T, ARE LNDERT.\Kb{G N..\TION..\L EFFORTS TOREDUCE THE SEVERiTY OF THE L\IPACTS OF SEA.LEVEL RISE B\. I,L^L\AGINGouR N*\]I-R\L ItESoul{cES rrtoR.E \!-IsFr y, Ar\D L\IBR\CNG TI{ECONCEPTS oF susr.{,L\TABLE DEVELoptrtEN t. lrtonE coNNIIT}tEi\rr srrt.l\lEEDs ro cotvtE FRo\t rFIE INTERN..\TION..\L coNN[LNrn., HO\\E\T,R. THEI\L.\RSI{.\LL ISLI,\DS SUPPORTS A STRE},;GT}IENTNG OF THE CLINL^IEcI-L\\cE coNlENIoN TIIRoLicFI TT{E n aIEDL.\TE r\DoprloN or; .rHE

PROTOCOL TO RE.DUCI GI{ETNI{OUSE G..\S II\U.SSIONS. \\{E ..\LSO URCE, TI{E



INTERN^TIoNAL colv[MLNTTy To Focu,s ns 
^TTEM.I'N 

oN .'*,rN.suIrANcE uffiDs oF sMALL l.sLAj{D- 
-irnrris. 

MoRti AND MoRErNsu[dNcE co'vPnlrEs mr rtrfl-tslNc ro priorrcr LsLAND sTATE.s FRoMN^TUfu\L DISAS'TE*S, AXO i'I: IS rNCNrAirXbr.V DIFRCULT FOR US TOA'rrRAcr F.REI.N nn'srn'rr' unrr.u wE cANNor El.IsrRE oLrR.INVESTORS 1}IAT TIIEtrt r"Oii'b .*IL BE COVERED.

IN CLOSD'G, I WOUID LIKE TO I-iRGE ALL THOSE ASSEVBLED TOHoNoR *HAT wE col'.Ec'rnnirv corraarrrD To ru mo or-rnr.relRo, ToREME^'BER THAT wE r.reeo- cHoIcEs Ar.iD succEs noNs FRor,I THEIl'irER]'iATlotvnr-c^or,'nt'rur"irrv, Nor pnr-pair,tcro DEVEL.'MENT pLANs.A\D FINALLY, TO IV'.AKE SUSTE^,EEE OTVETOPMENT A REALITY AIISLNhID NATIONS, WE CiVUOT Srrrrr FOR ,fu\ry FINAJ\CIALARRA*\GEIVIENTS SHORT Or- 
-rrIE 

UEiV 
-;T,D 

ADDITIONAL FINA}.ICIALRESO.'RCES CALLED rON Nr 
^GENDA 

ZI. 
- - '1

I Tr{A\K YouFoR yotR Tf,\,IE r1*\D yotrR ATTENTI.N.



Chcck 
^saln,st 

llelivcrv:

MR. PRESIDENT, DISTINGI'SFIED FIEADS OF STATE, PRIME I,IIMSTERS,
.,VIMSTERS, HEADS OF DELEGATIONS, ESTEE.VIED COLLEAGTIES, LADIES
A.ND GENTLEMEN:

I.d\f H.N'RED To srA,\D BEF'RE you ToDAy oN BEFIALF oF HIS
EXCET I F-NCY, AVIATA KABUA, PRESIDE]\T oF THE REPIJBgg oF TIIE
]VL4'RSIIALL IsLAllDs. I woLT-D LII<E ro coifiiEy.vfr SIN-cERE GRATTTITDE

To rHE c'ovER\a,IElir AN:D pEopLE oF BARBADoS FoR THE HospIT,rLITy
TT{EY I{A\,E LXTENDED To US DIJ:RNG THIS COT{FERENCE.

WE SHOTJLD }IOT LNDERESTDT{.TE THE NIPORTANCE OF THIS

coNF.ERElicE- m Is rlIE FIRsr DEr,Io\srR.LTIoN oF THE cor\f,\,trTivlL\Ts
TIL{.T wE AGREED To N zuo DE JA}.EIRO. T}IE oLTcorvIE oF THrs

COI\IFERE}.CE IyiLL EITIIER STRE}IGTHEN OLR ABIUTY TO DIPLL\IENT

susr.{L\IABI-E DE\,ELoeIVIEV p'.{\s. oR 
'ER'ETL?ATE 

THE 
'TATUS 

euo.
THE \,IERE FACT T}L{T THIS CO\TERENCE N TAKING PLACE IS Di

rrsELF A soLrRcE oF HopE --L\:D ENCOLR{,GF-.,\IENT. AWARENESS Is rrIE
FIRST STEP: LETTING TI{E hITEfu\ATIoN.{L CONf,\IUNITY IL\ow },IORE

.\BOUT WTIO \\8, ARE, THE SPECLT CONCERI.-'S TI{AT WE ,,n'E, .\NID THE
L\IQT'E SOLUTIONS TO OI.,TR PROBLL\(S TFL{T .{RE REQ

THE .{'LLL{\CE OF SI\.L.\LL NL..\.\DS ST..\TES HAS BEEJV OTIR VEHICLE
FOR C..\PTLR.ING TI-IE .\TTE\TTION OF THE L\JTERN.{.TIONI\L COIVIIUNITI..

{

sl'AniMENT c)F rt4 prllr-rrp vrur-r_rrt,
MINISI'ER (_rF ltozuitcv ru



:--

BO11.I VANUATU AND TIUNIDAD AND TOBAGOS FIAVE ADVAN'ED OUR
NGENDA FORMIDru}LY, WTTTINS.SISTANCE FROM'IT.E GRO W OF 77A}TD
CFIINA. THE CONCERNS AND TI-IE OBSTACLES TO SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT T-IIAT SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPT\IG STATES FACE ARE
PROGRESSNELY BECOML\IG TINIDERSTOOD BY WIDER A{.TDIENCES. WTTH
THIS GREATTR UNDERSTANDING oF Tm REALTTIE.S FoR sr\zfrrll IsLAlrD
DE\IELOPNG STATES CO,''ES THE NEED FOR GREATER COIWINMENT AND
POLTTICAL wIIr oN TI{E PART oF THE L\IrER\ATIoNAL corvlMtrlirry To
HELP TRA^-SLATE THE '?RoGRi"\rvIE oF AcrIoN, nvro TANGIBIJ
ASSISTfu\CE.

WT{EN l\iE LEFT RIO DE JANJEIRO, WE FIR\ILY 35T TT {ED TI{AT WE
WOTILD BE ENTERT\.G NTO d\ EQLTTABLE PART}IERSIilP WrIT TFU
L\DUSTRIALVED woRLD. TI{E rvt{Rsrt{Ll IsLA}Ds Is woRFOic
.{RDENTLY TO FLI'ILL ITS CO},L\,trT\,IE\TS \L.\DE AT RIO DE Jfu\EIRO,
NcLIlDDic \lfDEspREAD EFFORTS To DEVELOP sLrsrAn\-.{,Bly. THE
COT I F'gg'g' EFFORTS OF ISL.\\'D STATES WfLL NOT ALLEV4TE TTE
GLOB AL E}NTRON\IE\'T.T PROBLE\,IS .{LONE LNLES S 

^IDUS 
TRL{LIZED

COUNTRIES HONOR THEIR RIO DE J.$IEIRO .I\ND BARBADOS

coNllvtrTllElfrs. -{.LLow -\IE To EL{B.R{TE oN sorrlE oF T}IE ARL{' IN
\\TIICH THE I.f.IRSFI.UI 

''L.*\DS 
FEELS P.4,RT\ERSHIPS ARE CRUCL.I.L :

.qE.{..LE\,TL RISE:
FIRST, ..L\D FoREI\tosT, ..\S j\I.\\n. oF YoUl\.\o}v, THE REPLtsUc oF

THE :\'-'\RSFL'\LL ISL..L\D. IS coNcErL\ED ..\,B.LT TFIE IrFFEcrs oF sEA-

')



LF,VTI. RIf'E. AS A .STATE MADE TIP ENTIRELY C)F LOW-LIIING CORAL

ATOLLS WIIH AN AVERNGE E,LEVATION OF JUST TWO METERS ABOVE,

SIin LEWL, WE FIAVE EXI'RE.SSED OL'R FEAR A-\D $f,\f,ETY /aBOIJT THE,

EFFECTS OF SEA-LEI/EI zuSE AT NIIVIEROUS CONFEREI.ICES AND FORA.

WE ARE LOOKI}IG TO TT{E II.iTERNATIONAL COMMUI{ITY TO FIELP US

WTTFI THE DAI,NTI\G CT{ALLENGES WE FACE. IF THE PREDICTIONS FOR

SEA-LEVEL RISE CO\,IE TRUE; HOW CAl.t A COUNTRY PREP.q,RE FOR rTS

OWN TER\{INATIO}i? WHAT WIII WE DO IF OL:R NATION BECOMES

III{IN}IABITABLE THROUGH NO FAULT OF OLN. OW}{? IF OLR. COI}i'TRY IS

RELINQUISHED TO THE SEAS, WHAT WILL IiAPPEN TO OLrR CITZENS, TO

OUR CL'I-TLRE, TO OUR BIO.DT\TERSITY OF SPECIES? IF OTJR COU}{TRY NO

LONGER PHYSICALLY L\ilSTS HOW WILL $/E RETAL\ OLR VOICE Di TIIE

IJ}iITED \IATIONS?

TI{ERE FL{,S BEE\ SOIvIE ASSISTtu\CE FORTI{CCIv{L\iG. HO\!E\ER

FOR WHICH WE ARE VERY GR{TEFL{-. I \IOLLD LIKE TO L\CPRESS OLIR

-\PPRECLTTTION TO TIIE COVEtu\NIENTS OF THE I IITED STATES,

AUSTR\IL{, l\T,W ZE.{.L{\D, AS \\ELL AS SOPAC A.,\D T}IE SOLTTH PACIFIC

REGION.{ E}I\/IRONIvIENT PROGR{\INIE .$lD OTHERS \ITIO HA\T,

CONTRTBI.JTED TO OUR LIIIDERST.\\DD{G OF HOW CLL\I{TE C}LI\GE

AFFECTS TFIE NI.ARSR{LL ISL{{DS, .\}ID WA\ S WE Cfu\ HELP LESSEN TIIE

SEVERIT\- OF TFIE .\D\ERSE NTPACTS OF CL[\L\TE CFL\\GE. THESE ARE

THE TI?ES OF ..\.SSIST..I,\CE \\8, ARE LOOKL\IG FOR FROIt,t OLR. P..\,RTNERS

IN SUST..W.^\B LE DEVELOT)NIENT.

3.



t. 
-

AS WE CON.SIDER'N{E, NNSWURS TO THE FOREMENTIOMD

QTIESTIONS, TIME IS AGruNST US, AND OBSTNCLES I]XIST'IFIAT TIINDER

OLTR ACCESS TO FTINDS FOR ADAPTATION. I I.TRCE TI-IE I}ITERNATIONAL

COMMLJNITY TO ESTABLISH A STRONG LEGAL A}ID N.STITUTIONAL

FRAI\4EWORK To PREPARE FoR T}IE ADAPTATI'N To T}IE ADVERSE

EFFECTS OF CUMATE C}IA*\GE AS AGREED TO bi THE CLMATE C}IANGE

CONVENTION. THE INTER.\ATIONAL COIIVfL}TTY IS LEGALLY

COMMITTED TO PROV]DE FD{A}ICIAL .$JD TECTATCAL SLPPORT TO THE
DEVELOPING COIATRY PARTIES FOR ADAP'TATIONMEASLRES. I IIRGE
THE tr\ITEfu\ATIONAL CON(\ILNITY TO.VI{ICE A COM]VtrIME\T TO

STREI\IGTHEN THE CLNL{TE CI{A\GE CO}n/E\TION, Di PARTICTT.AR

THROUGH THE EARLY \IEGOTT^TTON OF BA'DING PROTOCOLS W}IICH

wlLL RECOGNfZE THE REAL COSTS OF .{DVERSE E..\'\.IRO\1,{ENT.{

NIPAcrs' TI{ESE PRorocoLS sHoIr-D .{.DDRES', L\r 
'.{RTICIJL{R 

T}IE
ISSLIES OF T.I'RGETS d\D T[\IET.,1.BLES FoR THE REDUCTION oF C.{RBON

DIO.\ilDE A}ID OTHER GREE\TIOUSE G.{S L\ISSIONS.

THE PAcIRc REGION is pRoNE To NATIR+L DISASTERS -:\LrrI\iLy
Tl?HooNs - r\Luw- oF \ITIICH Ft{.!T BEEN L\ACERBATED Br- THE

C}IANGING CLNL{.TE. .\LTHOUGH TI{E \[.IRS}L{,LL ISL{\DS IS }.iOT

L\ICLT-TDED f,\ THE .T.REA OF T}IE P..\CIFIC T}L.\T IS PROI\E TO T}?HOONS,
\\E BFT TF.\T CLINL.\TE CTL{.\GE IS CONTRIBUTNG To THE SEVERE

STOT.\IS IN TI.{E L.{.ST FEW \T..\RS. IN 199T ..I.LONE, UT, t-L.\.D TWO \L.\,JOR

4.



TYPFIOONS.

OLTR SYSTEM OI.' WAT(NING IJEFORE, STORMS S'IRIKE HNS BEEN

RELIABLE. WFIER.E WE FALL SFIOP.T, I-IOWEVE& I.S IN OUR PREPAREDNESS

FOR.STOIWIS, AND OUR ABIUTY TO RESPOND QLICKLY TO TFIE

AFTER'VIATH OF THE STORMS. EVERY,TLVIE A TNHOON STRIKE.S, O('R

HousNG A*\iD oLR FRESH WATER sysrEMS ARE DAtytA,cED SEVERELY.

WE PLAN TO WORK IVITH THE INTER.\-ATIONAL CONIVIIJNTry ON THESE

AND OTHER ISSLTS AT T}IE YOKOI{,{VL4. CO}EERENCE LATER THIS

MONTH.

TRADE ISSLTS:
TRADE Is d\orItER ISSIJT TlL.tT IS oF GREAT NIpoRTANCE To rHE

\,L{RSFL{.LL ISL{\DS. PRESE\TLY, THERE IS .{\ NIBAL.I\CE OF TRADE L\i

THE IVARSII{LL $L.{\DS AS THE'\-ATION: IIVIPORTS FAR IIORE T}Ifu\ iT

LTGORTS. THE tr't{RSA{LL ISLANDS iS RELLT\T ON IIVIPORTS - pRNf,{RILy

FooD colvt\IoDITIES. To NIpRo\aE oLR SELF-RELLANCE, wE ARE

LOOKN'G FOR PARTNERS FROIVI THE DiTERNATION.{L COIVIVILNITI- WHO

C.Iu\ HELP US DE\ELOP AQUACIILTLRE. \,I.I'RICLLTIIRE, FooD

PROCES SING, A}iD POOR.SOIL AGRICULTLIRE.

TI{E IINRSFL{LL ISLA}IDS FL{,S BEEN TRIfNG TO DTVERSIFY ITS

EcoNolvft'.ds .rvILcH AS posslBr F, L-\,RGELY rHRoucH L\p.{"\sIoN oF

MS FISHERIES INDUSTRY. T\E ARE .I.LSO .{.TTL\IPTING TO.IDENTIFI'

covII\toDITIES TFL\T \rrlr BE coNrpETITr\E oN Tr{E \voRLD il,t\RI$,T _

c olvtN IODITIES $TIosE pRoDUcrIO),i \\'o LrLD No't cot\ IpRoN IIs E TI{E

5.



FIEALTFT OF THE MARSFI,ALLE.SE PI]OPLE, OR TTIE QUALNY OF TI.IE

E,}WIRONMENT, PERHNPS TT IS TIVTE FOR THE IMI ERNATIONNL

COMMLNITY TO CREATE hICENTIVES FOR LOCALLY PRODUCED,

E]WIRONMENTALLY ERIE}IDLY PRODUCTS, AND TO GryE THESE -

COMMODITIES PREFER.EI'JTI.AL ACCESS TO GLOBAL MARKETS. ONE OF

THE WAYS WE CA}I N4PRO\'E OUR ACCESS TO GLOBAL MARKETS IS TO

ACCEDE TO THE LOME CON\TENTION. WE IIAVE ALREADY BEGI.Ni T}IE

PROCESS OF APPLYING, .fu\iD WE ASK TIIE bITER\ATIONAL COMIV{LTNITY

TO SUPPORT US t\ OLR EEFORTS.

IN cl-psl}irc, LADIES AND GENTLEIVIE\ wE ARE srILL ExA-\fl\riNG

WI{AT SUST-{.INABLE DE\IELOPIv{ENT -\IEA-\S TO TI{E }{ARSI{ALLESE IN A

MODER}I CONTLXT. L,}TTED NATIONS'DEFI\MONS OF TT{E CONCEPT
, 

MEANS UTTLE TO TI{E A\,ERAGE VARSTT{LLESE CITIZENS. }\E ARE

CH{'LLENGED BY THE NEED TO .{PPLY THE CONCEPT TO TIIEIR D.{ILY

LMES. TIiE ]'IARSFL{LLESE L\GREssIoN \wrlcH \,Iosr cLosELy

CAPTURES THE sENsE oF susrAINi.,r$rLE DE\ELoplv{ENT Is "LbiADE

PELNI"" IN-{DE PEulvI L\IBoDIEs A sE}isE oF T.{KING pRIDE FRo\,I yot;R

ABIUTI- TO PRODUCE \\IFL{T YOU NEED TO TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF. IT
DENOTES A SENSE OF f,NDUSTRIOUSNESS, OF HELPING YOLRSELF, .T\D OF

ENJOYL\IG THE FRUTTS OF YOU O\\4{ L{E}OR. \TTIILE THIS IS NOT A}I
L\ACT TR.L\SL.\,TION oF THE I\,IULTI.FACETED CONCEPT, IT Is A

sTr\RTINc PoINT FoR DEFbTING TrIE NL.\.RSi-L\LLESE .\ppuc.\TloN oF THE

TER\T.

6.



' !ljd.-.- *,J.-.-- J

I wo,ttlD IIKE TO ENCOUtutcE ALL OURPARTNERS IN
SU.STAINABI"E DEIIELOFIYTENT TO CON$IDER O.NE ESSE}TTIAL FACTOR 

:

EEFORE TJ}IDERTAKINC EFFOR,TS IN THE T4ARSHALL ISLANDS. NO
FRoJEcrs cAlI En*r.urcr su-sr+TNABLE DEvELophdENT rN TItr
IIIARSIIALL ISLAI-{DS IJ}{I.ESS OUR FART}I.ERS LINDERSTAI.TD HOW TIE

. MARSHALLF.SE PEOPLE DEEbiE SUSTAINABLE DE\TELOPME\T IN TIIEIR
OWN CObITEtrI" WITHOLT A CLEAR NOTXON OF THE IIYIAR.STIdI,LLESE

DEN}IITION OF THE CO iCEPT, TIfi INTER\*TIONAL CO$tr\4LTAIITY q[LL

, 
NoT IINDERSTAilID otiR MorrlEs ,ri\iD RnrroN-ALEs FoR DEVELo?MENr,
NoR qE' TTIEYBE **BLE To REspolrD wrrrr AssET,AlrcE THAT Is ,
APPR,OPRIATE TO OUR ISLA}iDS A}*D C'I.'LTLIRE.

r rHANK y'ou LADIES er\D GENTI^EprEN, AI\ID tr LooK FoRw,rRD To
DIS.LTSSIN. Tr{EsE PoINTs wrlrr you, .A}iD To BIJtrJDxNG.A*ID

IfuTPROVING UPON TIIL\4.

trCOlvf\'tOtr. T-{T.{

V.

:'i
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'. f,t

CHECK AGAI}{ST DEIJ:IERY
Mr. Prealdsnt, ysrtt Excarlancr,eo Vr-erung Heada of stata ar,dGovarnment, Dlstlngr:Ishad Dclagatea, Lael; a'd Gen,,ernen :

I Jcdn wlttr tl1ae bedore m€ fn paytng trlbute to the Gover=rrnentof Barbadoa tot hoattng tiil.B flrrt G-lo6ar 
-conJ"r"rro at gmau rslandDeveloplng states. we G Naun had tha hmror la.st year of hoscng tn€23rd Meetlng of the SouEr parl-flc Forum, comprfedng ft.€ Heade cd Statast 15 governmenta 1n the pad-t7c, a'd v/e know from fr.rst _handexperlence how much work ha-e gona lnto ure organlzatson st thLe FlratGlobal Conferene of, Small rq.t.a4d States.

And a.e we have au dlscovered i Barbados rs rr:ly a jewer set rntJ1e carlbb€an. rt 18 our honor and ar^ao oujr ve4, gEeat pr€a.sure to beyoux guest for u1tr€e brlef but eve.nEr:l two weks. To tire govenunentand pople sf Barbadoe: .we 
= 

all ln ]rour deb,t, and BhaU loreverremem-hr your klndnoea and Lelana i:oepftif*.
Mr. preaddent, r wr'h to uranl< prevror:s apea}<era fot ti€4rstaternents ln supPort d, our end.eavors to lnrplene4t su.atalna-bledevelopment for qr:r gnnll htanrto, cd whlch Nauru 1g cne. I note ,rrlthparll"cuiar admlratssn the addreas #vea la.st Mqrday afternoon by t!^eSeaetary-General d the Urilted - NaUone, €rn addreas glvea wltbentiu'da'em, depth and breadttr._on ti:e vJrr G";;Gh ir*u to beaddreesed by il'rs confere'ce Lt our n.ec.ig at Barbad,e ts to be aguc=e€€'.

lllr' Presddent, Naurtt rs a small lsland country set ra the va.streaclrea cd trre pat-'+1c ocaan. rn conn,on wlth ari d you here, aadlclrn6t people everlnrhere, Naul. ns ajre iin ea::lc people. We areEmau ln land Errea, la s'nordc sEengtrl and, tn numlerg. - -rrra*a, 
tb.eentlre pan{'Frn, e:dudtng papr:a New -Gu.irrea, 

ha.s only 
-a f; hrndreCtltousaad pople. AI1d tO parapr:ra.s a fcrnrer sestasy od state of arargg counE:r to oLrr noffi at:at sl]au .ejl|alr Lul.namec, with so fedPeopl€ ln tJre per-{f'tc. "who really q!.res *:niy.,

we who are gathered here at 'Jrte hl.sffic conferenca .a"r arLEr$Erthat qu€tsoa wlttr c@fld&.cs and pr1ds. ld are smau tn nr:rnbers; ,.€aF small ln land area; and our ec!,nomrna ar'a cornparatlvely smau.Eut w€ 
'rrE 

eleo- tbe gusrdtals d the rrrcrld'e Garts; ths e:cl,r:.ed,recC*onomlC zQna d nJ.st qn€ of, ogr per-{ftc Tqlaqfl Xatf6 -gupSs 
aDGarI area tirt la no lc tlrtn 156 land anac d t}ra unltgd star cfAmerlca' snsu rshnd statss .rr€ elso trre suratss d tl:€ ltngulstictrBa-sur. bsrs d rhe wcld; fr:[y on€ t]lrd cd rhe ,.rorld,s uvlngianguagc arE slnl<en tn 3 anstlrer- Pa,-lfrc Ilsland Nattcrr. And, smdlldand *rr EP arEng ths glanert'e g["""Et repdtorle d b'mancultural dtnerdty, as wE brld'v gllmp6d u ut. openlng csrannny tot}tfs ru.ebrlc Cofersrca.

small talartd 
"tatna 

31g srrva rs & baronrstsr cd pl,anetarlr hnrrt!and htell bdng- we ha\rs bo€n nrll€d tle 'frqrt llr:a' stataa, beca'swe ars s vulnerable to the adrrers rmpscts d the global- Gloglcdql€d.s.



But whlla we Egrvg a.a a baronretg, wo aleo eerrro ag iur gxalnPls

whlc.h tlre regt o! tlte wotL6. had b€6t h6d. Uldtrlry lus thnlsE u-8 lnto
tlt,aLoad,lnrsqutrlngu^6tollvelnharngry"tttin'atu:rs'andtorepalr
U1a nr of tJ-e. paa:t, -l! wa ara to m€€t tlra chall.eng€ and oPporrtunlu.e6
sl tlra futr:ra.= 

-[! 
felrq to u.e to tlrst d.&ne sr.r.gtalna.blg devaln9nslt and

put lt fnto dtEt on an urgent yet' grarjc-cal ba'd'8'

our own country, Nar:ru, wrw eq a atrtldng erampla st tlte
Ieeaone ere ama[ lahnd statea dtef to t]re world- Naum ll8 alona,

a.gtrld.e the equatcr on tlre ncrrttrarn ffi,ngu ql tlre va.gt sorrl}r peet?il-

ccean. Our countrf/ 1s the P€al< cf an and'ent volcertg '"h€e b'4' regts
on tlre npr of tfra Omp qual;ld.al Padflc. Staldlng on tla hlgheet

"*tt"g" 
'pat t of gur srnall crruntr:r' fz(tu can 8e tlte rounclneqn of the

earth in tlre sbap€ and stream d tX€ clorld.s ln ttre troPlcal el<l', and ln
the plalnly "lstble 

cr:rratr:ra cd tJ.rs *a, whlch swePs avray ov€:l the
l;.oflznn.

Nar:m te flJly, ln facL the arna]]€st countrl? repreaented bere 1n

terrne boti ctr popuiiUott ald land' are.r. We are a country cd onfy 7'0OO

peogle, uvtng on- a land area d only I L/2 8{nlara mlles lJ', q" va'stlresa

ctr tlre per{frc Ocean. We are relnote; qut neargt nedghbc ln th€
F|adfrE 1g t]le Republlc ctr Krrbatl - lu.st cn er an hsurrs Jgt ayl-Bg tlme

to th€ east. Llke Leland P6Pl€ ev€rlrwh€tre, we i[rg connected wlth
ours p€oploa malnly by the vast reacbe€ cf u:3 GaD'8 Watera; we ars
conlstad wlti otb& f^Efala cor:ltrLe by trergu-red re*ts:at aad gtlobal

lrlstltlrttsns eucb a.e th.e south Padftc Fcfi:ra aDd tJre Alllance d srnall
rqhrrd Statea; and Yt€ alg cmlectad wlt! tn€ world at largs bry a
ccmman ecotogical fata.

. Or:r Bma[ countrl' evo]<ee broa6'er re4!'cllcrrs 6r tire fata d the
earth. Nar:ru was onca a tcogtcsl ParadLa, a raln foreat bung wltlr
:=rlts and Aaryers, vlnes and, oichld'e-, a::' laland eo b€autlful tt wag wel'l

ls:osn to ancigrt marlnem, who Emed lt iP:'€€ant Leland' "

Now, thanks to hunran avaccs, gTEd and Ehctd'gbtada"a€' ou[r

l6fand f8 rnosflt-ir"tt f"od. Pbosplata rUotag, whlcb bega1 ln 196'
ha5 reducad, th€ tgland, e.-cept f; a coastat strlp, to a dsft d
Jagg€d cEaI trnoacts, untnliHta.ulo, uDu8rbls, a ghEuy ilrray d
tombgtsre U"iOtrg !D tf1g eqlrEtotj3f aun' Or'rr land waa Utera[fr
erpqtsd, iE rfcn Oopgts oi pUoepb.stee 

- 
gtr'fpFd ogt to fsllllza tle

fl€fda d tl1s fndgstdaffzad wcfd. MGt cd what ts ldt today ln Naunr

ls a muta gr.r.y"td cf tb€ luab rdn f6st tbat oncs $acsd srrl
lsland.

we gutler aLs many d tlas bunan ltcFtrroa Problsms t$at 
'Ire

end,erdc to tb€ wcld,. Bsus mod c( our hnd waa destroyea by
mlnlng, r{s hr6:Ds redgEled to llrrs qn tbe co!8t!'l fll'ngg, whers
pop'tatlsr dendry fs aisrA' hlgb lnd gEovtng at os c( tbs hfgb6t
raH tn tha world.

We tlrus r'gp$Ennt a smalf capoula tn whlch atl tI'a r*orld'r
problems aDa ltugnrtl€d ll}inY ttltE. Nlullr'a lata t8 thllrgd' to t
-Sf"""t"r qr IEnr artantt, wtttr orrr Flrr'tst cg a whols' And !E wra elo'



:-

ao gffi tha planct, unlas <nt legrcrna a.rs ldrn€d well and h*ded.what are thmo lrrgtr.;ll? And how are thay i"t .r*rt to our th,elna h6rs,tlre euetalrtabls davdopnant ol emall rarrnlt atatg?
our lndapendanca Ln 1969 wrq a waterahad ln orrr w"/oorv. Thrgowernnrant and wpla Bhcrer€d enqrnpljla fored,ght by Esttlng rqrd.e aporl1'on of tha prMz from phaphata mlnlng, to pay tu thareha.b/-utaBorl dt tha rand tiat we t<new-was lnarrlta-bla. wlth ti€ mutualeatuen€nt d clalrna from past phephat€ mln-lng b,etrven Au.strarrr and,Nauru ln Augnrat d Lgg3, a wdght wa.e ltrted from ,lr ,pt tt and woentared a new era - -tha era of ratrald.lltatson and eu.stalrablEdeveloprnent. We norr have, vrltlt th€ rqatqtrnr-a o! Ar:.gtrarfa, ernborkedon tjlJ.e coursa, anC fel ail.lra tlrat we v.tu 1€arrt from our grLend.s andcr'faagse 1n small lsland slatE, but aLr davelop ternE tlrat can nralceaustatnable develoSlnent a realler for cthera a.a well.

_ We ara predtng tttt}r the ratrald.lttatlorn d orr bel€nr€d ,8landh'ome ln t})re€ overlapplng and lntartrcid.ng steps - phfical, lrlnrng{crl
and cultural. JlJat as enrrlttrtng ln nature ts ,nterco;n"c,tad, & ourProoesa 6' rebabd.Utatson and au"stafnabla 6sycl^prErrt wlll belntercorrnetad. Each step w1II be fuly fnt€$at€d tdth-tha qtber t.,'o.

PhlEdcaf rehai:lUtat|qr mr:.gt llrEt {a.el u/ttl $e land aad watersf'rstarns. Ttre ccral daaacJ^e tf,lU b€ dlsrnanfled, sarred aad pollsh€drnto beautsfirl luldl:lg rnaterlaLs for hom€ and br:lldragis. The €ral
Fdrtnaclg w1ll aleo ba er:glred to rna]<e la$d ttU, iand frJf be graded,
catihnl,ent badng aad rsrrrcdrs bullt for the strage d p-redou;ralnwater, and the frehsatea l€ns beaeaflr ouE fslana tappe<l feeu-stalnabla u.s. As Pari d the phfdcaf raha-HtltaEst cf Nausr {alrnf,,
toglecdl' whlch er€ have EtcckldJ€d and carefulty pceerrrcd, ,t'lll b;apread whecre it Ls eeded fe foretg aod fldds; a€aCtng tc a landtLs Flan that ts now uDd^E developrnnt wlti nr.:iruJJtr pcedbfeparlld,paUca d all !{aun:an-e.

tslologtaf rebaEllta!.o tt'IIl addre tbe flalda and fcruts, thscsral TEd that anrrcrJDda u8 and proEts r:s frorn tJte open €n, aadtlre sulroundlng s!8. lJe srvLd.qt irnaaa d blologlcal dtrrerdtlz,stabu-sh€d at sbrtaglcaily ntacad locstlcr:s qn tba Berrphqf d tla
!!t."d, e:pandlng gradueily into $rs ratn for6t & to[Enrcrw.Hstlgulturaf staus.s wl1l bs tndlt 6! aach cC tls sEataglc lagEcns to
overall la.Bd u.*r Fhn tb^rt ts undar dsvslorpnnnt. Farryaw aadpandrnu.El, bolcb elrntad and bgnaa.r, @autr Gtthlrtr, vLng s;1d tlauHquftons brno trl6 wlt! tts rlclrly Srsin€dt blrdu@d - s[ ylU bfstragaln. our ratn fcEst rvul ltrrs agaln, and wlth lt, the myrlad d bdrdsand antmale, rnd rhe coral rd tbat t8 t!€ cotrdn cd tls firsd, EII wlUIlrre agaln.

Coupled with the HotoSdcd and phldcal rrhaHlttaflsr d Nauru tctlt€ culturel relraHlltadm d our psFls. As e6 {qrurd poo,gl6 }<rtowb€ttar tnan alryorts, Iand and c'ultur€ rrra unttod ln senlcg unlflcdfabrlc. wh6n ona lB chrqgpd, s gw tbo otltsr. our tndtg:snoulcultr:re, dsd bo $rs hnd and srrnoundtng ssa, tB larguly slona,deva.stated along wlth ttre rdn fotgt and tlre rnf . rt iE tno



rehabdlltatron st tha la-nd by and lot Naun:anrs that wl1 rstor€ anddaflne tlre new Naunran ctrlturs. Nau-rr:an-e wlu t-hamalvs barepcrnd.bla tot all a.spcts of ratra.bdftaUcrn and su.stalnabla davelopnEnt,lrom tlre 6aalgn and accaptanca cy! tl'e land r:^ea plan, tlte gzaarng ottlla land and t.}re pouahlng st @ral blrckB forr brrlldlng to tne pb46ng
and nurd,ng of eadllnge fc tlra trrdrllt-e,d raln tcrreart. Dua redpectmust b€ pald to tlla culhrre of t}re Enrgtt whll,e at ttre Bans umareblrthlng tha cultura of tie pra€ent and, future. ?ha ver:,
debnrctlon of the culhrre of the past can be emn aa an oppcaf,unlt-t torecreats a-n approprlate cultru€ for tlle futura -- and the developmantsf the huma-n reeoLrrer that wlU r€pmant tlr.e foundadan s! tSLe new
culture Ls our cantsral ta8k.

tsut are thee drearng pced-ble? Can w6 rffi€ate the Gard,en cf
Eden tiat once wag Nar:rtr lsjand? We are ccmfldent tlat we can. Wltfi
tha regou.rcaa we have et ?R{de, tOgefher rrrlth tlree rnada 4rTeflah}g 6.s
Part cd t}la eerttLerrcot d pa.ct clalms, and udt}t ti€ advlca, !<rrowledge
and' Inetght ot our brcrthera and sd^strra fn Bmall Lstand Btateg
everln*here, and yeIr, wlt}r rnodern tactrnology and, l1a1oa.lledge, we ca.n
decdgn a blueprlnt for the futr:re tiat erIU provlda our cfrttaren wlt!tieilr td:thrlght - a ecifa, sr:ra and beautlfr:l placa to go about ure
human enterprlse.

A.e a tanglbte and hopful step in thLe dlrgUoa, lt grve ma great
PleasurE to csnfirrn flera q.rr agreetrEnt rrrtth. Ar:stralta on the
;ehaHlltatsoa and sustatnabLe developnreat cf Naurtl, inlUat6d by t11e
agzernents la.st lear ln Nar:nr and ready nc'e, fot dgnature her6 ln
tsarbade when qul:r Pftddent aad tjre lead€r d t}re Ar:Btraltan
delegafl.on a.rzlve ne:rt wek.

And ts lt worth the- etrfgt? AE Lsranders Imcw befter tlran
.!,lItsll€, land i8 botb the b€d8 d hurnan llfe and afs Ufidt€d, Nar:nr isour hom€, ou: 6rly home. UnltkE many smatt Lsland countrleE,
Nauruans do nst endgEats. Our prsspg6 are devotecl to the land even ln
Lt8 preent sT!, Etata, aad devcrtad €ra urell to the lmage d a
rehabdlttated Naunr fe u^e and, our cbildxsr.

it16 lrecrne of tlre past are clanr not orrly fe Naunra.ns but fc
t})€ rst d th€ rvcld as w€11, WEstE ncrt tlrls p!€ru.s irlanat, cr ysu
s,!ta[ want. Squand€r non-ru€enhle rrryurcga at ]rour r1gk. Oestroy
land, and you AeeFoy hurnan drlhrrB. Dovcst!,tE tlta fotgt, and 1zo'tr
wlU los tha coral reef as wsll, fc tlre fGEt and t!6 red are ltka
husband and wlfe.

A.e rgpd,trlg d trts erporlsnco, lmowlodEle and wt.sdom, and s.g
t}r€ ft@t-llDo obsdcd staB, tt tE tbo rspsrgUUfy cd smrll tsland
stat6 errrywbare to brtng tJre l€qcrre to bear upan tlrs lntarnatlgral
stage. Our Nltanca d SmaU Letrrrd Stab blr b€E t$€ \rcdcs d rucm
and coned.onca tn tlrg evolvlag frannwck Cm,vufloo o Cllrnata Ctranga

tst ua csrtlnuo tn thls !lcL, by rvcldng wtth our negotl^cung
Psrtlsrs toward td.ndfng targstg and tirnotabl,s fc tlrs rod,uctton d
gEEnhous gae. Lorntng s lorrel rln and caf hhaahlng puta gs
on ths front llne d cllmats chango - Ist u.e sot shtrk or:r duff to our
own and future guneratlons.
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A'e the curat@8 st tha esa, l.gt r:s conunuo to rcund tJ.a warnlng,Nau:ru and KrrlbaE rrrera lnshrrbntal- rn amand.lng t1.a randotrcsnvsrusn d LgTz tD e'd the u.a st the. ocoane as a dump tottnduertrlal garbage and iaafoactfvffy. - t-at ua stxsngtfran thelntsnauooar 99aan ptotg'finn r€grllrE bv axtardrng such prahlb4uons tOtlre la'd ba^sd sour.: of wn po'uuon that repruant thr* quarter'qf tlre probram- we are p,i,*-, ;e w" irro, ur" ""rrrqr*rc""of Lra dernr-e6. Already tJl,har.la errer:i"nara ars couapdng, a'd ,.rltitlrarn l"€al snomle, cutt*rs a'd way' d )rte. tet-r:s--prc,trt ouroeTn @ar'€l a'd our ot n fl-ehert@ ,'l&i a vetrenranca, rc that futrrre
3trTffif hurnan bed'ga n'ov reap th€ harvest d *re ea.a ae drd

Ltkerrrrsa, our smalr rsland con:ntc.es pro\rtda drratroa fo" t5efuttrre' rt fall8 to r:g ta @tn sr:gtatnairle davelopnwrt ln r:rgent andpractl'cal terms' rt ts not cl"ear to r.ra tlrat the ,rroorld, ha8 y€rt r:nd,erabd,the csn'*qr:an= and t}l€ lnpllcatLcts d .r"t"l""ltl" dcnrelopnart. Fozdevctops6 cor:ntrl'e, eu.stlrrabl€ - d";t"nnrant maana arandonlngr&au'stalnabrs 6, prrodr:cficra 
"oi coasu'pficr tbat havecuractarrzed th€ pa8t. rlteeryrea orr- "oa mu.et- 

".rr.r,g" rn tnad.evaloped counEt€, fEom wa.sta and erc€taa to crtrt, fn:galltl, andh^armcry udth natura's plan.

For tha many ecsrordg ln Eand.tson,, au.stalna.ble devatopreatm€aJE approachtag .ptro€p€rlty Ztprltly, n6a dRr{l,raratary, 11grethoughtfrrlly, and -dvrng- prdcry to til ;rrcs c naurra-equauy ,rrt!ths neds cd humanltf, - j8 tlgy ere one and tb'e eafiE.

For Cevelofdng cntrntrLc, Euch aa our osrr smaU hfand dsrrelotragctatE, txe raqr:lrerats cf a:.gtalnable aeveta,pnnnt are 19 le slv'rB.l{E mu.gt rerzlenrrr. F. p"tfr b prcapergr that har ben ldg:sr€d by tfredevetoped countrLe, a''d loAed- re<edne- *f,"t erruy tt 18 that w€mean by prsperitrr. wedth lar ln e,c=- & natr:rat D€ds canno.t beour raardsud(; tngtEad, orrr lsr goaJs m:s tnctuds burnra rwuso.deveropmant, tlre redtzau@ c otrr- rrucran'lL.u.r, th€ hapsns dour r.h{ritn3s r!€ mr.st be -r, E ;;G'.-'T;;J; deeelop.dccunErs bdlt thedr fg1:r1d!tlon- gn wastg and r:cr=r we mr:ctleapfrog tffs modaf and crEab a netr, Irst!,, basd on barErcIafr b6tlfEthe ned's d nattrre-and perlrla. rt fsllB to ug to dsrrGlop our ec.n1ordgln fir[ ]rnodadge d t!. -dftt€ c( tb€ p."t. alcrg ngs cor:ra tratavcd'd the pd6rt' thet bans I.d tO t}:e preint slobsr-"*l"gt*l cE:818.

rn rc @rg, wltb God's wllr and t]re help and a.con,rrgennnt dtIe famtly d rnrrtt lqhnd dsvalotrrlg stag; t". ott and r*ql rsbugd, ourbnloqred Nau$' and dsvelo'p our sprrats srndl lshnd nrgons. And tns dcd'ng, ta hope and er-pcct trral au c( ollr Emdl r8hnd star lJldpople .-''! tnsntre and trllcnt th. rarrrHlltaucr d tl" r-s". rsrlndthat ls our cartb .l

Tbank 1zou.
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Mr. Chalrrnan, your Bxcallaricir fdrna l4lnlrrtar patzlcj< MannJng otTrlnldad and Tofugo; Yrnr Excallmcy, pirma MlnLetar L. &tttd,lIord, otBarbadoa; Yarr EtraiJmtdn, Hoadr qt Gowaxnrnant and Btate; Honorabl.aMrnLoters, Madanna Crrabp,errrn ol tha Alllanca of gmau rgland Statg;Ambaseador Annotta M Lalrn qt Tclnl(Iad and Tobago; Rapzwentagrvq.,
I-adlgg and Garflannant :

May I ttz:at tiank our ho,sta, t}re gorarnmant and gtgrgls otBarbadoe, taE wovldlng tJ:la aptandld tdflt* h ftL6 nrcst baautlfr.rl sfCarlbb€an cstrntrlaa. AltJrough I arrlved onlv Versta:daT, my dolegauont,da brddad nro fr:lty on tn€ baauU,e ol -yor:r cirrrt y and tlrehe[zttettty of tlrs rpptgra of Barbad.e. we are ar denghtsd andprtvttag€d to ba lzour gttegta, and can only hope tlrat qur nrff achsdul€trrlll not prrrrant our partaH.ng ln_ the deughts of lzour aanda and ee6s,yot:r dH€a, vlfbge and cotrnbryd.de, and, 1or:r grradous peoilila, dudl;our etay ln your country.

It grlve 
- 
mo tha graatat plaasura to lcdn ycru here tod,ay at thlehlstgrlc aond an&ndt nE€dlng sf ttra Airrnca qf grnall rqra'ld stat€.Many od lotr here 'erlll ramambet the ftrgt AOSrS eummlt rne€tlllg at theEartlr Sumrdt ln Rto, Jurrt two ysrrB aelo, whlctr I atso naa tfre grlvllegeto attand.

Muctt ha: happerred dnce that tlrne. we have Arrrbageador Robertvan IJeop d Vanuafrr to tlrenlr lor lar:nchlng our work ana abearng uEtlrough the choppy watera of 'dre cltmata negoruauone, on all d ourbehalf, I erpre o:r depet gzatlh:de ana recpct to AmDa^esadsr VanIJerop for the sterllng earrrlce lre ha.s rende:red to all snall l8land
develo'pdng staE durlng hle Elure as the toundfng cltrl*t tt d AOSIS.

And now AOsrS ,.8 blee€d wlth a ne$, Chalrpe:son cf equdly. lorrrddtble tdelts rnd n€gotlaHng at<lllr, Anb..esadot Annette des rdmd Tdddld and Tobago, who ha.e- tal<err the helm and r ably grulded uctnaough tll€ drtflcurt negotlatlone leadtng tD Ute prgpnt GlobarConlerenca crn Llre Sr:gtatn^abla Dsvelopnstt cd Smaff leland DerreloptngstatBe. Arabasead'cr ds I8lEt, wr aff lcrrer hmr muclr dfort 1,g,u havelnveatrd in lpur ta.Bl<, and r lrnow r speak fe arl d ua here tnthanldng rnd_ ccnglatr:latlng lrrru lor tlre eicettent wrrk v"n "". dotngon behall cd Aosls srrd arl lmdl lgtud derraloptng star. -

Madalna Chafrpseorr, epeald.ng aa tJre Chafrman of the SbuurPadflc F*T-,- I *1 tall ]rou tjrat pacrflc retrnd Countrtee have ttreg:(€affi onfldcncs tn fFou, fn qtr:r AllJance, and tn ltg futun. Wepledge our full supF€t to yptr sa y.ou lead, the Alllance t}ronrgn lts nertphe.m.

And lst us alrc thanl< ttre Group of Tl and lts Chalrman. Muchd what our AlUancs has b€corn€ coufd not harre happerred wltlrotrt ttreunquallfled stlpport and und,erstandtng of ottr brutlcrs and ed.sbers fnthe GrurP of 71, wlth whom t+s Blrart comrnon srlgiru, conunon hopc,comrnon fears and ccrnrnon goals. Indecd, rnany msrnbers d or:r Alllanaare aIrc rnsmbsrs d tho Grvup ol Tl. We art ons famlly, wtth comrnqrbonds d frjend.ehlp that we cherlsh and pJedgs to tto.tttrir'aa we gEow.



And Mr. Chafrnnn, aOSI8 La grcwlng, gEowlng qr:t of Lta lnIax.c1,
and, ls novr fa.st approactrlng Ltt pubarer. From our b{rth ln Gsnsva atttra Bsnd Wsrld Cllrnata Cqrfarenca , qlrt Affbnco b€am€ tl:a votca ofraa8trr and ctrlad,anca tlmough t}ta negdatlcr of tha Framovork
ConvcnHon qt Cllrnata Change. Thra neg€rEaflsns ware our tncubatsr.
The pzuent nego4laEoos have b€an tha t*t dI o:ur adulthood. Now tJr6
qu€at1on ccrnfrsnte u.a: hortr ahall vr€ nr.artlrrr th€ rnatgrlsg AOBTA?
Indead, what do we want our Alllanca to bome?

Mr, chalrroan, tlre wqrk ot. Aogrg ts tm lmportant to laava tDp{eemaar InlUatlves and c}ranca aftt"uaUone. Tha vsn1, gurvlval q
sveraf qf gur Padtlc rshnfl csuntnls depcrd.e upon lta guroe. Wgare th,erdoza sl the 'd,ew that a.e lt rrtaiB adulthood, AOBISI muet bed€ar tn Lta obJa-:lJ.'ru, erErong ln ttg orgartlzatlon, and fl.rm ln lta
comrnltrnent to the eu.staltabfa developnrcnt qt emall ,sland davefoglng
sta@ evrywhau.

The Gnnrp of Emlnent perecrns has pcdnted tha way. Thedr
lwmmendaEon that we sEengt}ten and lornrallze or:r bond.e la eonnthlngwa Bhmdd conedder dtlt utmet rclfiJgrr7ffi,. We support Urgstzstgtlt@tng and broadenlng of tlr€ AOSr.q nrandate aa orrr Alllanca
rnatu'rea. AOsrE mu.st malntatn a gr:.staln€d l>ollflcal pre{Enoe wlthln tjra
tarrdly d Unltgd NaUcne aa ure corrunua to tmpLernent tlre RIo accord-s.

We have madq a gmd beglnnLag, but thera le so much lret tc do.Tb€ contsnulng negt/tlatloria of t}r€ Intr-Gsvqzuneotal Negogatlng
Commttta fe a Framewck ConvanU.sn on Clfnata Changn are torefiE€t
on our mlnd. We ha'ra derpnstrated orrr strerrgth and effectlveneas a.E
an Alllance ln theaa 'tery negordaUons, whlch are n.ow reachlng a crltscalstage. Aogrs subnd,tted, Juat a fsa, dalr aqro, a propaar fur a protmr
to the Frarnecrc(k Curventlon on Cllmata Change Flt 'rd]l reduca
grBenhouE€t gaa edsdons UV CovdgpeO cstrntrlea, 8nd thus sprre uatha ravages d dlrnata ctrrnge. sucr a protocct hae the supgort d au
Fonrm counbcLe. L€t us Jdn hands to pr:'ll a.e hard aE we -ca1 tor ttre
lmglementau.oo of thEi prctocol at tlre earrist poedble dat8.

But cts can do mor€. C\:t Alllencg can harre berl€fl,cid lmpact ln
other fora a.e '{tell. TherE le tJre Corrrvsrtlon on Elologtcal Dlverd.er tocond'der. Oul coraf reefa and the mrrln€ envlr'rffrents of whlch wr-ensthe grrardrans contaln a.e mudr Hodhr€rgdEz as tlre world'c ralnforsts.
ThLs bdodfverdty ts threabned, along wtth the tleherles tbat ltsupPcts by csrat reef bleachlng tbat ts endemlc ttrroughout tn€wqrld. Only a tew cd our nrernbere hsre b*n actlw ln the preparatcl'
meertlngs for tlre Conventlon Gn Blologfclf Diverd.er. L€t u.a strangthenour remlve tD partldpcte fully, as w€ h^eve done ln the Framercork
Conventlon on Cllnute Change,

May we afs rrrelc'ome warrnly the rsnt actton oC the Ea.s6l
CrtvenHon on tJrs fransboundary Morrernent of Hazardor:.e wsats andThetr Control, ln prohtbltlng the transfer of ttrrrrdsgs wastgs from
developed to derrcloSdng counb:les. The Brst Convention now prorrlde
a modd that ws could well emulata on a reglonal bad,B, an ula ara ln thaprues o( dofng ln ttrs padflc.
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Mr' t*" ttrg comrrton dstanlna tnr of all gr sur ernall t nan6,l'tatd ls the @ana- Thre qua-rtua of our gr^anata aurfaca ra @^,arrd the Exdr:dva funondc Tatta st oar 6rnar- Lsland daielogtng atatacsv€ui8 nearly flar? sl trat. we ara tl.s curat/)te at tha eaa^s . r.at uEnst ghlrk tlrta.du[:. 
- Tha upcorrdng Flrst cqrfsrvla sl trre partrea rortha unlt€d Nadsni canvqrtLrn on tha Law sf, tlle gaa rB an ,tLstorlcmrstt that boarB upqr us rtl. akdlarly, tlts ambryurrc negotla*orur onprotecflon ol t}a ocaan^e from rano ua^&-a 

-"ouaoa of lrcllutton dearrrsour firll attanUsn ancl pardciptJon.

It the a€aE a:rs the mothar gE orrr @nomleg, tien forots ara-thsfatlrs. wltho't a haalt'y ro,-*,t, tl* coral r€€f langursh*, and wtth lttre lt'h€rl€' lt nurtr:zu- axp{re..' M;i-e o'r paclflc rahnd cor:ntrleears facdng tryads fro,m unp,rfnclpfaa' anA h erna cn*cr wfllalnor:.eloggrng entarprtsea that a::e ertrtpprag our foregts wrtnout regard toItrstalruHufy' our Alllanca of snraJr lerana stat€a errourd-glve eerlsu.eqrcdderau'orr to hor* lt ca-rr a.sd.st 
. 
ana p,ro;pt -ut. fl*;;;"rts o,f therntarnadsnal comrnr:nltY to nstrs torrara etrfdve agr€g'n€.1' on thaprotecll0n d tj'e 'erqrd'g forats, rnduarng -r, *r".

And apealdng cd ntothcrg- and lathm, we clanot fa'l to addrwth€ lgeue of th-e.-human lnpr:Jauon opt.od"on, rn o,ur paa+lc rslandcountrl*, populatlon growth .ts outatipptrg, econondc deveropment lnmany countrlee' qdth the regult that we i.a-auppitrg--uacrciarae, ThlEeuppagg must be rgtrqled. The 
- "p**rng unrted Nau.sne csnfemceon Polruratlon ln calro ttr:s septernbei p"ot ia". a forr:m to addreea th'"mo€t preaedng d probfeme.

Mr. Chalrrnan, a€t wes l_rlSilfShtea at Rlo, envlronrnent and,developnrent are llnked tnsep6aa51"-. -1.*t- oe not forget ttre llnkagea,and lst ue not negld the -nrgtaln.hle 
devatoprnent o! our Bmau lsrandatabs. Derrelopnent rmrsE 

"t + from wlt}rtn; rrrlth the nurhtrlng of otrrhuman reeurcsn. Heafth and educatton,-tf," bulldtng d capacftles tonuruge olxr own r6s.r:ro6€ and af,falra, 'th€ 
enhancement of the Bocjaland economtc statr:.s d women, the p.e"er.dUon of hdtgenous cult*es _theae mu.d be forenret In orr; Ur1rrldrr;, a!, ,&ey are relatsd beverythtng .re€ that we wo.'dd hope to acnfe,ve.

And 18t tJa. l+ promulgate t}le dondnant developnnntal rEder tllathas put the r*orld lnto Bre'acologdcal crLds we face today. Instead,,derrelopment Bhould b€ Efun€d at uvlng ---o.r' prdu:eed wayE d nfe ina dean and eustatnable enrrtronnent. Devetopncnt mugt nd rldervugh^shod orter our tradrHonal wal€, but lnstaad preene end nurtr:retlre ctrltural and splrltual Intrgrltf d orr popfee.
But, l'tr charrma'', a.Er hrs F.,' emph^qtqzed tfur€ ald agatn attnrs Global conferenca, economrc deveropfrent 18 not sasy for ourmembere. we amall tsr.end deveroptng stafu;;rJ;;- .Hrro*r." trr.tar6 often dependent on on6 or at ,nost a few corurpdrtles. we muetthe'eforu Jcd.n hands tn b{laterar snd rsgrl;nEr economlc par61ershrps toachleve the asprratlone a( our popte. L€t ua Jd'uy oonaenre olrrft'eh€rrss to sr:-st8tn t}lsm for-our crruoren, arrd, b protegt tSem from graerplottatlon d 9:eedy comlnerELel rnbarests. L€t us actlvsly seek otreropporhrnltles for srnomlc cooperatlon amongrst ourselves fnrougn Jo1,,t



,

:vsrturu. ' Only by taklng or-rr latss hto qtrr o$rn trande ars ero llkalyto rsallza our aaplraHpna.

Mr. chalrman, tho tnrHatlva muat be oure, but ws cannd do ttatole. Wa regutra ttre undmtandbg and a.e€dstancs of t1,6 dsvelopedworld -- whlch wa had hoped qould b'e qts of the prlnclple orrtcomea o!thlo Global Csnferanca. We are confldtrlt ol the unOsaianllng, but ltJa b@mlng evldant that g16 rnplqtrnca mu^at 6gm€, for ttro tolx4gx.ntatutrr.m, from arfstlng ffitrwa and lLeH.tut1ons.

In thls crtnectlon, wE bqll,evs that lt ta crlucaf tor u"s errall{alrnfl daveloflng atat€s to Fn handa tJv.lth our p.rr=r"r" ln th€denrelolnd wqrld tfrrotrgh lntarnaUcrrral tl.nancial lnsutudcrna Buch ag thaRegtonaf Devetopment Banka and tha Global Envlronnsn!6] paalrflz. Watake nota sf the resEucturlng-ot the GEF ttrat has ban undcvray. Ittlae not gone a^e far aq we rrdght have IJJ<d,, but ttre GEF ls a va.suy
tmprronred ln"suhrHsn for eervlrr! or:r lnterests a.s a cons€quenca ol t5ar€tructrxlng. Eouti Pedrtc pmurn csuntrl.es d[ take tne oppcrrtr:nttyol th.ls Globat ConJerenca to Jdn tlre GEF, and, we urge tlle-Rtrppgrt dall of all the memb'ca sf our Atllanca t}rat are rn a pauon to do rc.I-et ue not only Jod.n the GEF; lst ue Etrre adequate r€pr€aentafl,on crfthe need-g and' lntereeta cf tlre srna[ lstand dsveloptng staies egclzwhereln GEF.

We also taka nota tia Unrgr:ay Ror:nd outcomes, whe€ strccesstul
cslCfu-Blons we applaud. But rne otrtcomee sf tlre Urugr:ay-Ror:ad rnayb€nedlt developed cor:ntrlee mqrre tlran t}re devel,optng w;fa, parUcr*rf!,
snaU Island deveJoplng Btatea wlt}r the4r lfrdted marrufacturfng b€.ds-.L9t- F" trdn togetlteor here a.e well, to rrrork toward. approprlate attentionwlthln such rnteryrauortal trade agzencnts to - ure ri?rl, realdfeadvantag€g faced by our sn^all tgland deveJoplng statea.

Mr. Chalrman, otrc Alltanca 6rl Snsll rqlnnd Stat€s ha.s come a longway. But ag I hope I have adeguably eald, lt nlco ha.s a long way togo- Thls Global Corrfarence w€ ars here attendlng, and ln prrucutErtnlc sond sumftlt d the Alltancs of gmsrl re6no stat€s, Ia anopportunlty foq us to dlrrtrss how our Alltanca can grow and proeper,wltlr the suplrcrt d qtrr brsttrers and ed.sters in tlre Grrrup d, TI, -and
wltlr. the supPort sfso of our negodattng parlrrers tn t5e devglop€dcountrls



lr

t'tr. chalrnun , drzungvrnhcd @ltearru*: r ,,,t< ro",tar6, to thtroPpotrtunlty tot lttrotr,nr dlnt;,rl1.attt-botw6; our leadq . Arloa nednot €nstratn lqy to a dndtD lontn or-cqrrrsruon, lat us taks ttrane6z-t rtepl b 96sru!rur- fuigtfiEr- 
"t 

a .*tgrd ttrt! Autance o'ratls n fmpctant to ns aU.

AogrE ll mrflal to sur futun. Ld rrs t}radona rctrrs tl,etutrrra d AOAI8.

ThaDI( you,
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Mr. Chalrman, th6 H.rla Mlnrnal"s st Barbados: I co.ngzahilata
ycru on your excsllent wdcomlng Bp€rch thli mornlng, and I wor:ld llka
to take tJl-le pooprtunlby to eay ttrat Nauru completaly agrere wlth you
that lt ls also ln ths lntsert. dt tna developad countrlas tn @Eerxata
wltlr tha Srnalt rela4d Develoglng gtatas ln t}te qu€st fot dlobp.l
gu.stalnabla developnterrt. 

:

Mr. Chatrman, Your ft7ce'llctrglps, Heade sf Govarnrnent and Stata;
ll.onorabla lar.nLetce, Madanne Chalryrrt qt tha Alllancn sE SmaU Tnle4d
Statee; Repreeentatlvea, I,:.dice, and Gentl.emen:

May I aLeo tirank you and through you our dlatln$rshed
colteague gathered here, fox t)ls b.ortor you hava begtovred upon Nau:rr
through tie el€ctl'on ot Mr. l<Jnza, Clodumar, Spedal Preadd€rtdal
AAvLe€2, ae Raplrcrteur-General d our ConJerencs. ,

From the Peo'pte and t}le Gsvecrnment of Nauru, I extend
hea:lJelt greedr:ge tc you atl. We could nct be more pLenseA at thle
opportunlEr to strer:gthen the bond.s 6. our mutual frlendehlp by
attendlng thls tlret Global ConJerence on the Su.stalnable Development od
Small Island Developlr:g States here ln Barbadoe.

I speak to you today crn be.half cf the 15 mernber goverofiEnts d
tlre Souti Padflc Foru.m, ttre reqlonal Padfic lnter-governrnental
cganlzatson consi.sH.l:g cd 13 deveJoging Lsland states, Atrgtcalla and
New Zealand. Naurtr i:as t}te great priy!.ege d cbajring ttre Forr:m tltLs
]rear, and hosllng tbe Fonrm meetlng last Au$lst ln Naurrr on tla
ca.d.on d our 25th aanlversarl' of independence.

The tleme d cr:r Eurnndt ls nfcrglng lxrlrrershlps.n Our Soutlr
Padflc Fomm represents one way tnat bland nations can forge
parlf,rerahlps -- tirough treasured reglo:'al organJzaHons that enable rra
b rneet reauJarly ard exciange informailon, forge eccnomic bond.s, arld
solve ccnunon probleEs,

The tbemee d our Soutb Padtlc Fonrm rneeHngs have for many
y'ears been tJre trrrln inperatlves d developnrent and envirsnnent. Our
Soutb Pad.fl.c Fonrm has long recognized tiese lmperatlves, long beJore
tbe Earth Sururd.L in Rirc De Janelro made tlem erreryday wcd.s.

But how tjre tisaes have changed. The Earth Surnmit last ]'ear
brought attenEoo to }lnkageE that we srnall j.sland countrles have lcrg
understood. In tlte Pacttl.c r.chnfl sodetles, tlre utU$ate nr€ar.lng d
developrnent Is not necessarlly opH-rnum economlc gzoffih IEr rF, but to
llve our own preferred way d llfe ln a bealthy envlronment. In thts
context, we aes development aa a press d guided cJ:anq€ dlrectad
toward our prefarred goals. A heelthy envlronment, whlch ts our
respursdblllty to ourelves and our cllldren, la al€o tlre cornerstone d
the proceas of su.stalnable development.

The Nauru communlque, tlre cnllectlve statenent d t}te Souttr
Pad;tLc Fonrm tn 1993, rcgrrlzad tha promlnent role of, development and
enrrlronment ts.sues. We r€afflrm€d or:r strong commltment to sustalnable
deve,Iopment, strengtlrened mnomic performance that prssarvres the



sultural and.'.eVLrltuaf htsgLltrl qf, crut gtg'pLes, and th'e envlronment sl
th"-."**""1a;, lta*r at tna nart sf. eil,olnatlng poveztt. Ellmlnatlng
pcnrcfiy 18 key to wotx-flng tl.s envltonrntrtt a-nd vaesprl'ftng 8rc{jaL

cohedon , d.t1g8 porrerty le a prlms engdn€ sf envlronmental Aeg,tz1':'ctlon

and eocial lnstabilUtY.

We arb well awars that povara;t canncrt b€ redra€al€'d wltlrout
addree[ng tJ)€ tntfgjaf;'lf/n bstwean {r,nom)c !trrowt]t, WgvJ-atl'on and
errwlrmrmsnt. we ln the par1flc are egpeclally csnce(ned wltjt Fp|Pfi-atrsrt
pto|.gj|lon5 , wblctr are 14all abgye tlj€ world average, and t,e ars
d.etarmtnsd to lrnprove tha 3va{'laHll!12 and quallry ot' famlly plannJng

aaFdces !e all, wrrue en^surlng that ttroee *J:t1(f€ take cl,ca aff'lurft of
ailtural Eadld,g:.g and values

We ln the paclflc rrrcosnlza that, rattrer ttran conflnlng our
daveJopment approach ?t th.e conventl.rytal wl^sdom whlch coagltratea
mahly on the aDrcated or our llrnlted re€louroea tcsard rnadJridr):g
ecsnomlc growt5, we sfrflild lnstead adopt a mult1-dlrrret'rsdorEl approacfr
that comHnea anA :narnonSzf5 all tlre taf2'ts d, s;tnrdr' growth,
popr:ladsn, snvlrsryrE:nt, t€chnology, culture and lnt€lrnadonal
lnfluenceq.

Amoag ttrme ls,sues that tmm large for Fonrm cc11ntll€3, ald all
SrnaU rnta4fl DerveJoplng States, are huma.n re€Knjrrce deveJoproent, trade,
fLshertes and tourlsn. The€e are the cornergtoaecl cd ou! econotdc
developme.at. The Nar:n: commr:rrique la.st Augr:-st nctted wltb
eatt.sEadlon t}re regional and rnternauslar a<fions airred at Plo't€cdng
and reotslng ftshedes, aJld rrarloua arTa:.rge:rgnts to enbarrce trade and
tourlsm,

Aa I ncted, distj.n$rished cclleagues, tbe Fonrm cflxltrl€s are
as.rtely awa:r€ cd the cJc€e dependence of de'reloplrlEnt on etlvlroaElellt,
a4d tlre Nauru Comrar:lolque tbus gave aPprPriate eJnltha'ds to tbe
envirqnnent.

We reafrtrnei, tlat dei-dans ta}<en at UNCED' efilbcdled tn t!€
Cumate Ccnvenuon, tJf,e Convenuon on Biologlcaf Diversdty and Agenda
2!, mr.r.st be foUo;d uP eiiectlvefy. We parUn:tarty reccg'aized tJte

fmportalce d tbls Coruerencs crn tJre Sustalnable Derreloproent cf Small
rcrerlfl DeveJogtng States, whlclr now bn-ags us toget}er here ln
Barbados.

The Fonrm belleves that globaf warmlng and s€!.t leve.I rise arta

anong the nrosl serlor:s tlreats 6 Ute Pac1ftc reglon and tlre surrrival of,

some small Isalnd states. we recognize that t}re Frannework conventson
on cumats ctrange will reqrirs stronger meastrre{l tban are currently
contalned witlln it, and we advocated tle negodaUon cd bindlng
protocols estab}lehing erndssion reductJon targets and H'metables'

The adoptlon cd coneete rneaattr€s tD derrelop and' utlllzo
renewable and efftctent energy telnologles ls crltlcaf ' Econornlc

lnstrurnants a;1d afforestatlon/i&orestatlon are also eftectlve mean's d
addressdr.rg tfre proUfems of cltmate ctrasge. A-bova all, tIe world's
dependen& on fos6df fuaLs mu.st be addressed, and ultlrnately r^educed.



:

We ars rnost plrnrrld, to nats tiat tha Alllanca at SmaU rnlanlt
Statea has adoptsd a propoul for a ptotcrr,L to tha tranawork
corrverrUsn on dlmats change Eo lfurdt greenhouae gaa erntad,orle by
lndusHaltzed countrle^e. We have playe.d an actve rols 1n d,olaJoptng
tJnJF p,rotocot and te wl[ contlnr:.e to puah lor lta &f#ve
lmple-mantatltrl, wlth your ldnd supptrt.

We have an opporhrtntl b edza th,B hidatlve at the uF,comlng
l0th negortlatlng en:lsdrrrr of tbe lntez-ganernrnental negodlatlng comrnlttm
by eupporting arrch protocola; tfr. ue not a11o1, ti.e moment tn wpe.

CUmate ctrange le t}re moet lmp,cta:rt Lasue to -Srnan rq'lan6! Stat€s,
but by no m€ana the orrly cne. Oceans are what llnk us tqetJtu,
supply our fmd and llvellhcrd.a. and form the ba.d-B cf our economleg.
The ocsar^s mu.gt be protected.

We welcome tie vrlotta .cf t}re lnternadonal comrnrnlfy to protect
t}t.e oceans from lnnd based Err::rces d poltutlon, and belleve that thLs
sholtd be a hlgh lnternatlcaul px1ortF1. In thLs conne<ll"m, Fcrurn
cqurrbrLes fully supported an tnternaflonal moratorlum on comrne(dal
whallng, lndudlng tJte developmeat d a Southern Oceans Sanctuary,
We welcome t}te entrlr lnto fcrce of tlre United Natlone Convend.on on
the Law cd t|re Sea as a-n affecllve lnterr,atlonal framework te
protectfng the respurcea of tJre oceara.

The Fonrm a.Lso noted tiut foreets are rr{oaggearfng at an a.larmtng
rate otrlng to orrer-exgloitaflon. This must be reversed tf developmerrt
ls to remaln eustainable. Biodiversity ltkewlse is a prtne ccncara d
i.Biand States. Belrreen our ralrrforests and coral re€ds, we lrarbor tle
greatest t {olog{cat dlver:df czr earth,, and 1t 1s important t}at tJrls be
presertred. We therefore welccne the progress made In the Cqrvendon
on Blologlcal Dlver$,ty, a.nd cal'l fcr its increa.sed alfgctl\rerto€s.

Fcrrurn ccr:nEles have long b€en concez:ned with ngnlaar lssues,
owlrg to ou;r un:'ortunate hjstory as a tsEing gror.:nd for nsr-'lear
weapons. Acccrdingly, we support tle nego(laton d a CompreJrensive
Test Ban Treatl', the establ|shment cd a strlct and absoluta
tnternatsonal regjne for nEclear lla-blllty, nuclear djsarmarent.
sEengthenlng d -.be giobal non-proliferation regdrne, and an end to
Gan dumptng d radloactive rrra.stea. We are mo6t pleased to report
tllat tlte London Conventlon d 1972 declded, at its most recent meetlng,
to ban radloactlve waste dumliag, thus enactlng an amendment propos€d
b1' Naurrr and Ktribatl ln the earty 1980s.

We are also deeply concerned about ttre shlpment d radioactlve
materlals by slea, owlng to the rLsks tnherent tn such shlpments. I
personalty barre cnl'led uPon tlose coun6-j€s lnvolved to reconsdder thedr
ptarts to sttlp plutnnlum by sea. Fortrm countrteg ars also csrcsrned
about tlrs rnovernent and managem€nt of toxic and lrazardous hrd.ste.e. I
am aleo pleased to re1rcrt tlnt negoHatlons w-lthln ttre Forum reglon fc
a conventlon to prohlbit haryrrdou.s wa.gte lmports a.:ra at an advancgd
stage, and wlll no doubt rwlve tmpetus frpm tJre welcoma deCsdon of



1 tfl€ B€.sAl ConvonUsn to grrchlilt th€ exgnrL ol };.Dzar:Acl,E waatg to rwn-
OECD @untrLes.

Mr. Chalrman, our gnra[ rqland 8;tr,tgg ars on t}le tront llne ol aLL .the gfobaf crlrFg ol tlte age , from clfmata change and eoa ,Evol L1lra tnundtockod poputaUsn grovftJt that thrsat€na the erxlaL tabnc,E and
nordc wdl bdng of, ovz taldrld, gtoP,lg . It tE sldld, tha;t no man ta antalan6; but ln tsnrs ol a globally ahared mnoml,c and, err,lrylal fata,aU countrrta wotrld do wall tn qnd6s tiamsslves qwd. gor tJt4t-,

auraly, the urgencl' d tha ta.el< would b€ evLdgrf to :ll, and all woufib6 rdndfur o1, t}r€ rcrr:dsne ar{rr4rrafion of g,ov@ay wotla wlda,reelnct for all geolple- , harnany rlrlth th"e natr:ral envlronment.
In thA €r/itd, each country mu.st An<a ttl€ ultlmata rcggg1.66Jlqy tor

achlsvlng tlFsa goala. Wlth God aa our Judga, we mu.gt eactl UulO or:r
natXonal caparlde to tlr€ pcdnt tlrzrt we are seE{eltaht and. ecura, and,otrr chlldren arB'aaantred a eda and happy llfe. But corrferenceg such
a.s tlla cts ln Barbados s6n aq'rlFt eltle.lly ln t}tts E@s, :gt1 tetptngto ldentsfY t!r€6 problema that ara comrnorr to ua all, - and- dblghllghtlng ttree aoluUnrrg tlrat erlU Hrrg u^s closs together In tbayearg to corna.

Thle Barbad€ Coferenca prreseats €ur pv.ql'lo4! oppctgnlty for
the leaderg d the saratl tsfand statea to dlecr:.ss the fuff ralge cd tsguesthat conceom. thdr peoplod. Tb.e d.ertelo''rc that we take vrllt prorrfae *qf
gruldeUnes fc t}re reqf@ ln gr:rsult cf 1t8 Eoclal, pollEcal aad ecoan-'rc
ob{ecllve - a better ltfa for r:.s aDd or.:r ctrlldren.

Thad< Ilou, dls'tXngulslt€d cofbaguee, ladloq a1d gentJernea.



Gloltnl ('onfcrcnce rn tfre su.stainarl Ie Deveropmant of.Small l.sland Dex eloping .Sta te.r
llridgektwn, Barbidos

Statemcnt by the New zearantl Repre.s entative,
April 29,lgg4

Pri.scifla Williams

Mr president, Excellencie5, Distinguished Delegates
' At the ourset I wourd like to congraturate you, prime Minisrer sandiford, yourGovernment and the people .rg;rl"o", ro, r,*ii"g-,h:'s conferen." *iri such warmth,such style and such 

-eentiosity' 
-orto-n. 

of the souti pacific countries, *. ur. particurarrydelighted to be wercomed inro th.'uiurun, r,."i o?u"o,her isrand group.

-rt'#:l##i":.'J,:ililHrr 
staremenr one of the recommendations made by

:Hffi ? :l* : ::##H ;:ffi ::: H::,Hffi ;'? :il ru,*"n:: : J;-' the peopre orthe i';;;;;ffi##;[Jfi.'j:l].",: . conve]'a m"ss"ge r,om

Tokelau is one of the smallesr island.developing s*tes in the rvorid. NervZearand,slong close and uaique *,o.i",il'iTrtrr ror,id r;;, to remind meu-oporiran NervZealand of our own south pacrrrc ciaracter and our regronar responsibiiiiies. Indeed, we

F*?fi :Jlil:i,fi '1,:ln'..',';#lT:f;ffi i+'r"r.r,.-uoir.n.,,,hi,That occasion is rhe u^a-nsfer orresponsiblir.v, r".J. 
"r"lf:HTtrizu 

n ritiJu#uirr.
Zealand to the hand:oirlre e;;;i;;Tokerau,rr.",rJ*s. rn rhe absen,--e of a:f'H::iJ:,llHff 

' 1H **n :ml t* -;;, h a ve ask e d *,1,i.i i u ., .
Before reading the shtement I rvould like to make a ferv brief poins abour the generar
posrrron of rhe Nerv Zesrano cou.mienr in respe* Jriri, Grobar conference.

First - we h1v5 a'lrva-r's considered rhat rhis e.xercise should be drir.en primarilv bvsma'Isrand Dereroping i-,"ir, ,rr.,nr.tr*r. irr;;;". rong passed rhe point *i.r,.r.1fi"',",'rT}""rflrd"Jr;"'" J*rin-, rirr *.riio*o srares *,har rhev need and

.],.,i::tll 
t'e rvish to rchie'e rn Action Prrr-sranrme thsr is pr:rcticrr rnd rr.rion-



't hird - rooking ahead.,we want cleccls not w'rcrs. wc shourdan Acrj<;n programmcurtotro 
uJ.-rr'r.r'r1,, or* i"',ir,;ffifi'o;itrr"?r1Jii,fffibeprcparcdtoimptementit.-'Jl,ofusjnthcjntcrr.

with thcse lew commcnts' I woul<J likc to reatrout theocssage to the conrerence from
the Eldcrs of Tokclau' il;;;;o.ur of tt," 

"oi."ris. of smarl r-rr"",r'o, veropingshres;:ilT;;:,:H:il:1,#n:1# ; ffi,ffi:'J a,u"r op,.", ;; ;;, cap,urecr i n rhe

"'MaIo!

Greetingsl

fitr::'J"?:"rtn?,ln"irperson, 
dislineuished represenhtives of arr the counrries

i'po nun t ; +ti!?;Tf#ffi ;{:lljh: " 
*' 

",,"p,., "n 
ot 

", 
th i s veryvery impoftant conference. 

---..v.r wt paroz*os host and Organising Commin..rlf tni,

Is this the rurning point?

Tokeiau, t op.Tlu, is in the midst of a ransition fro.entirel-v susrainabLp..ti."r."rqr uI a Eansltlon from non-sustainable pracdces to
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CLOBAL CONFERE}iCE ON THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF SMALL ISLAND
DEVELOPING STATES

AssocrArE.*ilffi XF*#,ff *rHTrH"ffiHihrEwziEALAND
5 MAY 1994

F o r gSng Pa rtnenh i ps for Sus ta ina ble Developm ent
Two years ago in Rio the international community set the goal of establishing a new
global partnersh ip fo r susrainab I e deve I opment.

Today the intemational communilv is gathered once more, on this beautiful island in the
caribbean - a sening which reminds us of ow own South pacific region

The goal we set at fuo rernains sound The question we have been examining today and
over the last two weeks is simply this: Where do small island developing srates fit into
the picture? What is their part in the global conpact?

Tbere are no easy answers. Partnership is a simple concept to undentan4 brr a difficutt
one to implement. Partnership bas many different st'ands - st^ands w'hich must be
successfully interleaved if together we are to achieve the sustainable der,elopment
objectives of small' island develooing srares.

In my stetement todav, I would li-ke to focus briefly' on *'har Nerv Zealand sees as the
Primar)'components of parrnershrp for suslainable development, panicularly tbr small
island developing sutes. This is not an academic exercise. The clear sense of rhe Global
Conference h:,s been that the small size and populations of island narions, and tbeir
specific vulnerabilitv, provide an exciting oppornniry to implement rhe new rrpes of
partnerships and policies necessan'for sustainable development to rvorli

Partnership between central govertrments snd people
Firsl there is the partnenhip benveen cenhal governments rnd the people they serv.e.
One of the major challenges idendfied in Agenda 2l is the need to activrte a sense of
cornmon purpose on behslf of all sectors of socieqv.

Central governments have a leadership role in engendering this sense of common
purpose. In the Prosramme of Action. we are uking a grc3r deal of small islands-
Commitment et thc highest political levels *ill be rccBs-Str!'. The muty stctements
made today b1' Heads of Srrte and lvtinisters lrom small islanrl developing sretcs attest,
Llvenvhelminglv, th:rt this ctrnrmitmcnt is not hc.king.



In establishing an cffective partncrship between x,nlral govcrnments and people, it is
obviously important that all sectors of sociery should be'.villing and able, to participate
in genuine partnership and dialogue. An implicit part of this partnership is the
recognition of the independent roles, responsibilities and spccial capabilities of particular
sectors of society. Equally care should be taken for the most vulnerable groups - often
the women and chrldren-

Special mention should be made here of the important contribution which noo-
governmental organisatjons can make. Tbry can act as the watchdog5 on Government
action. ln exercising this function 'both commitment and responsibility is required-

Partnership within communities
The second element I would like to touch on is parn,enhip within communities, both
regional and local. This is critical to the successful implementation of the hogramme of
Action because many of the problems and solutions identified in the Progammg bayg
their roos in local activities.

Communir."* panicipation in decision making is traditional in island societies. A-n
exciting new element is the adaptation of this to the modern world. The gsmmrrniry
approach follow'ed in many small islands of the Pacific is one which )iew Zealanci hes

adapted in its Resource \{anagemenr Act - an Act rvhjch is, I believe, among the most
adl'anced in an1'counu-v* in its concepr for sutainable management. A central element
of thrs legislation is devolving decision maliing about locsl environmental policies and
planning proces-(:s to the commr.nin'level.

Communiql'panicipatioL to be tru.ll'effective, must invoive all within tire societl'. This
means that indigenous and ethnic goups must feel pan oirhe process. Within Nerv
Zealand *'e have sought to reach our tolhe communities. not only through modern
methods such as television, but also rhrough traditional methods, most notably on the
Maori mante - the formal meeting places r,r'bere maners of importance to the communitv
are discussed in a sharing relationship.

Partuership with island governments
The thrrd element I would like to higblight is partnership rrith island govenunents. New
Zelland is a South Pacitic counfiy, *ith strong bonds to rhe island goups in the Prcific.
The Programme of Action and statements made here toLrv have confirmed rrur l"ierv that
there are importent tasks rnd challe-nges to be mct.

Over trvo-thirds of Ncrv Zealand's Devclopnrenr Assistence is spcnt in the Struth Pecitic.
Wc'nc'cd to gct rt right. Lrkq'eitherdr\n()rs end agencics. \\c rvill necd io check our
obicctivcs lnd:rctivities lgainst thoS,- lrtir.'ul;lted in thc plrrgrerrrmc of '\ctitrn. This
documcnt rvill not bc trlc'rl on :r dusn' shclt. lt rvill be :rn c.ssential torrl tbr us in ctrming
yc:lrs.
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Mr. President

DistinEulshed Leaders, representatives ot
Developing States, Representatives ot
fnstitutions, Agencles, Advisors, Ladies

FaKaloIa/LAHT. ATU

Four decades d9o, the United Nations
self-determination. . . A concept unCer

given the freedom to det.ermine their
di rect,ion.

Offiee of tha Premier
P.O. Box aO

NIUE

*a

Developed and

Organi zations,

and Gentlenen.

spearheaded the concept of
which island colonies are

own polltical and economic

Niue's delegation fulry support the united Nations GIobaI
conference on the sust.ainable Development of smal1 isLand
Developing States. The intention of my statement is also to c:aw
the attention of this Conference to Niue's fnte=national status,
because Niue is unknown to this part of the worrd. Last year
Niue became a full menber of LjNESCO and is also a member of UNDp,

t.he south Pacific Fo;um end other Regional organisations.

Niue is located 2,400 Km north east of New Zealand and is on the
eastern side of the date line. Niue is in the centre of a

triangre of the polynesran rslands made up of Tonga, western
Samoa, American Samoa, and the Cook Islands.

Ttrlophone: (rjs.i) .llo0 Fau'simrltr: (6SJ) 4206 or.tl32
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t4y Lsland counlry, Hlue, prolonged the acceptance of thls process
on account that we wanted to establlsh economlc lndependence
flrst before acceptlng the optlon ot polltlcar lndependence.

Recountlng on the thrust. of development ln the flrsE decade ot
the decolonrzatLon process, the ldeat sltuatJon, we we-'e red to
belleve' was to have been simply the transfer of technology,
capital and mone? from .the developed countrles to the developing
countrles and modernization will take its natural course.

The situation as it now unfolds, is far from the ideat. rn-a
speech deliverec at the preparatory committbe Meeting in
New York, the representative of my country highlighted the
natural and isolation constraints that. are working against, ihe
efforts of my countrT to bring about sudtainable deveJopment.

"Sustainable Developrnent" in Smali Developing Island States is,
in rearity, look:ng at nrinimizj.ng the constraints, risks, and
depletion of irreplaceabl.e resources in order that development
is sustained. The National Deveropment Goar of my country is-,
looking at addressing the very issues we are about to resolve in
this conference.

I wilI briefly touch on this initiative of my Ij.ttle island state
Niue. "The government and the private sector of Niue are
commltted to the creation of a sustainable self-reliant community
united within the frarnework of a dynamic economy whilst
recognislng the contribution of its environmental and cultural
values". .,./3
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The Nat,lonal ObJectlves of Nlue are as follows:
A. The developmant of adequat.e tnfrastructure to sustaln a

vIable tourlst lndustry.
B. The development of adequate lnfrastructure to sustaln a

vlabre agrlculture, fishlng and forestry base.

C. The development of adequate lnfrastructure to sustaln a

vlable private sector.

D. To promote the development of hunan resources to levels
which at least rnatch our economic aspirations.

E. To promote and respect the conservation and sustainable
utilization of our cultural values

F. To promote the conservbtion and sustainabLe utilization of
our unigue environment.

These are our visions for now and in the future, And to
faciritate the realisation of the stated v:.sion, national
committees for energy, naturar disasters, popuJ.ation development,
pesticide importation, and hospital aid society, have been formed

to advise the government on policy.

.:

Realising the limited time at my disposal, r am unable to
elaborate further on my mission statement, but r would rike to
emphasize that, for any smarr developing state to achieve
sustainable deveLopment, lt must have the cooperation of all
other nations

.../r
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rn the wrlt,lng of one of, the Eona of the PacLf,lc, he referred to
th€ Paclflc as "?he sea of irslands". The eea Ls the eentre of
our un,ltterae, our lj.vell.hoodr and one ln whlch ere co-nt1'nue to
harvest ttom for our sustenance. cooperati,on .l,n the manage,ment

ot thtg resourc:e would not only' en.sure that, trtf,e ln the sen of,

i.sJands wtll be su'sta.lned, but conservatlon and protectJ.on of the

s€& ls safegu,arded.

The ws-rds and the tune of the Eong cornposed. by the United Natlons

for the Global Conference On Sustal.nable Developrnent of Small

rsland DeveJ,oplng statesr have been put into music by the
Government and the lroRaesgut people sf Lhi.s land, Barbados, lffi,ue

adds i,ts voice of suBport, to thls 6ong. I,et ihere be Aetion by

Lhis GLobaI Conference on Sustalnable DeveLopurerat of Snal1 fsland
Developtrng states,

!'Iay God Bless thic conf,erence, The Goverruient, and the people of
Batbados.
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. Mr I'rcsiclcnt, I'nmc Ministct I-. Sandilcrd ol'l)arha&x

. Yr.rur Exccllcncics

. Ilcads of Govcrnmcnt and .\tatc

. FlonourablcMinistcrs

. Dstinluished P.egrcsentatives

. I-adies and Gentlernef,l

It gives me great pleasure and honour, on behalf of the Pacific leaders, to offer a Pacific island

perspecti.re on the subject of Strengthening of Cooperation between and among the Small

Island Developing States.

This Roundrable session is a kq' part of or:r Conference . It provides us the oppornrnity to share

ideas. with other leaders- on how best to combine our efforts towards achieving the goal of
economic deruelopment in an en'ironmenra$' sustainable rnanner. Our discussions toda-v,

should proride the basis for srrengthdrngthe w-orldwide coopetathe effort aheafr undet*'ay'

This is an aspect of the partrership we have been seeking in ftis Higlr Level segmenr It is an

aspect that is ''"ital to the implementation of tl:e Programme of Action.

14r presidenr in the pacific Region we hare a well-establtshed radition of regional cooperation-

Regional organisarions such as the Fon:m Secretariat South Pacific Regional Environment
programme. Sourh Pacific Commission- Forum Fisheries Agencl', Llnirenity of the South

pacific. Tourisrn L-or:ncil of the South Pacific and othsrs. plal' a central and well-accepted role

through prorision of rechnical and professional espertise to ouf, gorernments- These

organisarions- some of *'hich h.sve be--n in existence for sel'er:al decades. are I'ital to ss-sisting

the continuing development of our islands-

These regional organlsations are es-senti3l fiurd.rmcntally because they respond to the

urlnerabilities of -.mall islands in their isolarion absence of natural and manporl'er resources

timited infrrrrnrcrure and for all the orher reasons we hrv'e been discussing in this Conference.

Incrersingh'. the oryanlsations are treing sraffed and managed by people of the region. This

milns. of uourse. that n-e are teckling the problem of cspaciq'huilding in a practic.al *'a1'-

lvlr PrcsidcnL 1'ou will know' rhat ours is a rcgion of many culttrrcs and ancient traditions. It
raises r dichotomr': the necd to prescne t1g gtt.stoms of 1'estcrdaYi and the contrasting n"*d to
catch up rrith thc rest of the rv'orld :rt thc doors-tcp of thc :lst centu$'. It mcsns that the

coopcrrrivc 
".llbrr 

thrt wc undcrtake. nru.st be both relerent md forsvrrd looking.



We have bccn able u) cnhancc this cffifi hy utmparison.s witL and .somctimc.s throug)t
borrowings _from other regions. We havc, for in.stance, found vah:ablc the expericrrcc of the
Caribbean in tourism. ln turn- we bclieve we have decp and valuablc expenence in fi.sheries
which we are sharing with small states in the Indian ()cean and elsorfiere.

Mr Presiclent these cross-regional exchanges of experience and personnel m'ust continue. It has
to be the bulwark of regional cooperarion in achiering sustainable development.

Mr Presi&nq this Conference and the Programme of Action which we hope to endorse this
afternoon, has shown rx all the v'astness and complexiry of the t:sk at hand. It is clear$
impossible to take up an-v part of it aione, nationall-v or regionally. \\}ilc our own experience in
the Pacific points to the esseatiel need for regsonal institutions,, we aacept that we mr.lst now
look further afield to examine closell'othcr mechanisms. Personal contacts at the highest poiicy
level would be essential Access b1'small island developing countries to the decision-making
lwels of the Commission on Sustrinable Dev'elopmenL the Global Environment Facililv and
bodies of that nature, ae eqruiiy essential.

Attention to qruiit-v assessment and selectility in some of oru worii is becoming increasingty
importanl In the Pacific. for instance, we hare c,ollected significant data rxefi,rl to natural
resource managernenl This infomration should be adapted for practical use b1' governments
and the communin'. lVc coniess that we have not alw'a1's man€C to do this. This is one
practical af,ea Fhere the Pacifc could usefirll.r' draw on the experien..ss of o*rer reqions.

IrIr Presidenl the sum of all this is fiat smail island developing states must act in concert. The]'
have neither the abilitl'nor the faciliqv to go it alone. It is for thir reason that the .A.lliance of
Smail Island States (AOSIS) .'eme into esistence. As we har,'e seen in this Conference. AOSIS
has become a vehicle for the rnicularion of the points of liew' and rhe id*ls of the small island
dereloping states. \1'e must give it all the support that it desenes. especial[' in the
implementation of the Programme of Action.

IrIr President, I hare laid emphasls on regional cooperation. Besru-se thrt is n'here there is a
significant amount of Pacif; crpcriencc. Onc cannot ignore thc other kcl' areas Rhere
governments must not onh' scek hut foster cooperetion in all levels of our national societies.
among the non-governmentd organisatioru, women and 1'outh in particulrr.

i\lr PrusiticnL allorv mc to i.\prcs-r our nrost sinccrc urd hcardclt appn'ciation to t'oth thc
Govemmcnt and people of this hcrutihrl islend of Rerbados tbr thc inrduable hospiteliq' and
vcn'lricndh' :rtnrosphcrc thJt hu; bccn e.$cncled.
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MR. PRESIDENT

YOUR EXCELLENCIES

D ISTINGUISHED DELEGATES

ON BEHALF OF THE GOVEP.NMENT AND THE PEOPLE OF PAPUA NEW
GUII.IEA, IHAVE THE DISTINCT PLEASURE AND HONOUR OF
CONGRATUI-ATING YOU ON YOUR UNANIMOUS ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF
THIS VERY IMPORTANT CONFERENCE.

YOU BRING TO THIS HIGH OFFICE A WEALTH OF DIPLOMATIC AND
POLITICAL SKILL AND EXPERIENCE Wi-IICH WE BELIEVE WILL GUIDE US
TOU/ARDS ACHIEVING A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION TO THE OUTCOME OF
THIS CONFERENCE.

i

I WOULD REMISS IF IT DID NOT TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY THROUGH YOU,
MR. PRESIDENT, TO EXPRESS MY DELEGATION'S MOST SINCERE AND
HEAP.TFUL APPRECIATION TO BOTH TIiE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF
rHIS BEAUTIFUL ISLqND OF BARBADOS FOR THE WARM AND CORDIAL
LIOSPITALITY THAT HAVE BEEN EXTENDED TO US. THIS WE THOUGHT
?EFL=CTED THE TRUE ''ISLAND WAY'' OF WELCOMING VISITORS TO THEIR
SHORES AND WE ARE TRULY HONOURED BY THAT RECEPTION.

WE VVOULD ALSO.LIKE TO COfuIPLIMENT.THE UNTIRING EFFORTS OF THE
;ECR=TARIAT OF THE UNITED NATIONS FOR ITS EFFECTIVE
CONT,R.IBUTION IN THE PREPARATIONS LEADING UP TO THIS GATHERING.

'^/E -WOULD. ALSO-LIKE..TO THANK AND CONGRATULATE THE SECRETARY
]ENER.AL OF THE UNITED NATIONS FOR HIS OPENING STATEMENT WHICH
)LEAR'LY REFLECTED THE NEED FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO

DROVIDE LEADERSHIP IN ENSURING THAT THE OUTCOME OF THE UNITED
JATIONS CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONTVIENT AND DEVELOPMENT (UNCED),

INCLUDING THIS CONFERENCE, ARE EFFECTIVELY VIPLEMENTED.
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MY DELEGATION FURTHER WISHES TO PAY TRIBUTE TO THE CHAIRMAN qF
THE MAIN COMMITTEE, HER EXCELLENCY MS. PENELOPE WENSLEY,
AUSTRALIA'S ENVIRONMENTAL AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS IN
GENEVA, WHO HAS DILIGENTLY LED THE PREPARATORY PROCESS AND
MADE POSSIBLE THE CONCLUSION OF THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION HERE
IN BARBADOS

MR. PRESIDENT,

PAPUA NEW GUINEA WELCOIvIES AND ASSOCIATES ITSELF WITH THE
IMPORTANT STATEMENT MADE BY EOTH THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP OF
77 (G77) AND THE CHAIR PERSON OF THE ALLIANCE OF SMALL ISLAND
STATES (AOSIS) WHO HAVE SO ELOQUENTLY ARTICUI-ATED THE PECULIAR
VULNERABILITIES AND CHARACTERSITICS OF THE SMALL ISI.AND
DEVELOPING STATES AND THE NEED FOR THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNIry TO PROVIDE THE NECESSARY SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE IN
ACHIEVING A SOUND LEVEL OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THESE
STATES.

THIS CONFERENCE, WHICH WAS RECOMMENDED AT THE EARTH SUMMTT
AND FURTHER ENDORSED BY THE 47TH UNITED NATIONS GENERAL
ASSEMBLY, PRESENTS AN IMPORTANT CHALLENGE TO THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, PARTICUT-ARLY AS IT IS NOW NEARLY TWO
YEARS SINCE OUR WORLD LEADERS MET IN RIO DE JANEIRO AND
COMMITED THEMSELVES TO THE EFFECTIVE IfuIPLEMENTATION OF AGENDA
21.

THE.OUTCOME OF ]HIS GLOBAL MEETING WILL, THEREFORE BE SEEN AS A
FIRST TEST FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE ITS
CLEAR COMMITMENT TO THOSE IMPORTANT UNDERTAKINGS.

MR. PRESIDENT.

AS YOU ARE NO DOUBT AWARE, THE
SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES IS

SUSTAINAELE DEVELOPIVIENT oF
ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY IvIANY
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;

4

FORCES WHICH ARE OUTS'DE THEIR CONTROL, SOME OF THESE ARE DUE
To THEIR sl/ALL slzE AND REMoTE"ui, FR'M orru* couNTRrEs ANDr,::*.ts; 

rHErR vuLNERABrLlry ,o 
'uoirRAL 

DrsAsri*, AND 
'EALE'EL

MY DELEGAT,ON CALLS UPON THE INTERNATI'NAL ..MMUNITY To TAKE
,NTO ACCOUNT THE *,'i*OUS PROBLEMS THAT U',,i AND ARE BEING
E^PERIEN.ED BY rHE ,tlro'oiull**" srArES AND suppoRr rHE
PROGRAMME OF ACTIO' 

'O 
ENABLE ,,, ,",..MENTATION.

IN THE SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES ONE OF THE MAJOR
.BSTACLES To utttt''ui IM'LEMENTATT.N oF THE ,*oo*oMME oF
ACTION IS THE IJCK O' *-,OURCES, ,,,, EFFECTIVELY LIMITIruC ANYi:;..."j;frr ACHTEVTNG 

" 
AccEpTABLE LEvELs oF susrArNABLE

IN THIS CONTEXT, PAPUA NEW GUINEA IS EN..URAGED BY THE EFF'RTSLREADY MADE BY VARIO,, OOU*CIES O, ,,- UNITED *O',O*, SYSTEM,
N'TABL' uNDp, uNEp, ,ra*o, u*urCo, FAo, AND 

'THER 
RELATED

ISTITUTIONS, TOWA*O' i'i IMPLEME*,Oi'O" OF CERTAi* O"..TS OF
I HE PROGRAMME OF ACTIO*-.O*,OINED ,* OO=* DA21.

...R. PRESTDENT,

I ' couNTRY THus ATTA.HE' .REAT srcNrFlcANcE To THE EFF'RTS oF
T'lls coNFERENcE o*o *u ,*ND TocErnan w,,H ouR srsrER T'LAND:ffi:ffi,lrorr.r*rEs **o, ro ,r.r,,i ouR oBLrcAroNs AND

ACCORDINGLY,

DI 4ONSTRATE

COMMITI,IENTS

VVE URGE THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO
,,ffrff.r_'.Tb:#;^lr_?l l^ owN or,.iooroNs AND

I
I

V\
JL

DELEGATION \,VISHES TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE EVOLUTION OF THE
BAL ENVIRONNIENTAL ,O',.,* (GEF) WHICH WILL PROVIDE THE



NECESSARY RESOURCES TO IMPLEMENT SOME OF THE PROGRAMT/E OF
ACTION THIS CONFERENCE IS CURRENTLY DEBATING. IN VIEW OF THIS
PAPUA NEW GUINEA CALLS UPON THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIry TO
SUPPORT THE INCLUSION OF MEMBERS OF THE SMALL ISLAND
DEVELOPING STATES, ESPECIALLY THOSE OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC, ON THE
GEF BOARD-

THIS BRINGS ME NOW TO THIS PARTICULAR CONFERENCE, AND WHY
PAPUA NEW GUINEA, ONE OF TFfE WORLD'S LARGEST NON-CONTINENTAL
ISI-ANDS, IS INCLUDED WITH SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES. THE
REASON IS SIMPLE, PAPUA NEW GUINEA IN FACT COMPRISES IN EXCESS
f F 600 ISLANDS MOST OF WHICH ARE INHABITED. MANY OF THESE ISI.ANDS
ARE EXTREMELY SMALL. WITH 97 PERCENT OF THE LAND OWNED BY THE
PEOPLE THE GOVERNMENT WOUI.D FIND IT VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO
SETTLE PEOPLE DISPLACED FROM ITS ISLANDS AND LOW.LYING COASTAL
AREAS' LET ALONE ITS PACIFIC NEIGHBOURS, BY SEALEVEL RISE AND LOSS
OF DRINKING WATER.

..PAPUA NEW GUINEA HAS BEEN TAKING fulAJOR STEPS TO fuIAKE
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT A REALITY. TIVO NATIONAL SEMINARS HAVE
BEEN HELD TO LOOK AT HOW WE ARE TO IMPLEMENT AGENDA 21. USING
THE RESULTS OF THESE SEMINARS FOLLOW-UP MEETINGS HAVE BEEN
HELD WITH GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER MAJOR GROUPS
THROUGHOUT.THE- NATION.WITH A VIEW.TO DRAWING UP A NATIONAL
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STMTEGY. I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS
OPPORTUNITY OF THANKING THE NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT FOR ITS
ASSISTANCE IN FACILITATING THIS PROCESS. ASSISTANCE BY THE
EUROPEAN..,UNION "-AND UNEP TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPIY'IENT
PROGRAMMES tN srvrALL TSLAND DEVELOPTNG STATES rs ALSO
ACKNOWLEDGED.

ONLY LAST WEEK MY GOVERNMENT HAS DIRECTED THAT A NATIONAL
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY BE DEVELOPED AND HAS GIVEN
APPROVAL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A STEERING COMIVIITTEE
cotulPRlslNc GovERNt\,rENT, pRrvATE sEcroR AND NoN-covERNtlrENT
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)RGANISATIONS AND A SECRETARIAT TO OVERSEE THE ESTABLISHMENT
)F A I'IATIONAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPI/ENT COMMISSION. TO GUIDE
JUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN PAPUA NEVV GUINEA. IN A SHOU/ OF

COMI'/ITMENT TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, AND A MOVE THAT I'M
;URE WILL BE OF INTEREST TO THE EUROPEAN UNION, THE LOCAL

PRIVATE SECTOR IS ASSISTING THE GO\/ERNMENT TO HELP ESTABLISI;I.HE 
COMMITTEE AND SECRETARIAT. ONE OF THE PROBLEMS, OF COURSE,

//ILL BE THE LONG TERM FUNDING OF THE SECRETARIAT AND
VENTUALLY THE COMMISSION AND CURRENTLY WE ARE SEEKING FROM

-UITABLE BILATERAL OR MULTII.ATEML DONORS FOR THE OPERATION._HERE 
ARE OF COURSE MANY OTHER AREAS IN WHICH WORK MUST BE

IONE. MANY WILL EVENTUATE WHEN THE SUSTAINABLE DEVLOPMENT
COMMISSION IS ESTABLISHED, OTHERS WILL ONLY COME WITH INCREASED

INANCIAL RESCURCES BUT THIS POSITIVE FORWARD PLANNING ROLE 1S
ONE THAT WE ARE HAPPY TO COMMIT TO.

ANOTHER MAJOR POLICY INITIATIVE OF MY GOVERNMENT IS ITS
NDORSEMENT OF THE 'USER PAYS' POLICY TOWARDS FUTURE

UEVELOPMENT PROJECTS. LEGISIATIVE CHANGES WILL SOON BE
lPLEMENTED COMPELLING DEVELOPER,S TO PAY THE COST OFr'"ANAGING THE ENVIRONMENTAL lfvlPACTS OF THETR DEVELOpMENT_ 
ROJECTS. OUR EXPERIENCE IN THIS FIELD WE WOULD ONLY BE TOO
LEASED TO SHARE WITH OUR SIVIALL ISLAND DEVELoPING STATES

trSPECIALLY WITHIN THE SOUTH PACIFIC.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA IS EXTREMELY RICH IN BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY. IT
ECOGNISES ITS VALUE AND AS A RESULT WAS ONE OF THE FIRST

'COUNTRIES...TO .. RATIFY " THE BIOLOGICAL . DIVERSITY CONVENTION.
{FORTUNATELY A BALANCE HAS TO BE FOUND BETWEEN PRESERVATION

UF THESE RESOURCES AND THE DEMAND FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, THE PEOPLE. IT IS HARD TO DISUADE LANDOWNERS FROM LOGGING
' . HEN NO ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF GENEMTING INCOME CAN BE:FERED. THIS IS WHY PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND THE DEVELOPING VVORLD

:GARDS THE ISSUE OF INTELECTUAL PROPERry RIGHTS VVITH REL{TION-? THE TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE NIEDICINAL USES OF ITS
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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES AS OF VITAL IMPORTANCE, WE KNOW THE ISSUE
IS A HARD ONE TO RESOLVE, BUT \^/ITH THE RIGHT WILL NO PROBLEM IS
INTRACTABLE. BIODIVERSITY IS AFTER ALL F,N ASSET TO THE GLOBAL
COMI/UNITY AS A WHOLE.

LOOKING THROUGH THE NATIONAL A.CTIONS LISTED UNDEP. THE
PROGRAMME oF AcTloN BEiNG DEVELoPED By THIS coNFERENCE, I AM
HAPPY TO SAY THAT MY COUNTRY IS EMBARKING ON MANY OF THEM
ALREADY, INCLUDING ITS SPONSORING OF THE REGIONAL TREATY TO
REGULATE THE MOVEMENT OF HATARDOUS U/ASTES INTO AND WITHIN
THE SOUTH PACIFIC REGION. THIS TREAry WILL BE IMPLEMENTED IN 1995.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA IN SPITE OF BEING F.ICH IN RESOURCES LACKS THE
EXPERTISE TO DEVELOP THEM. WE, THEREFORE. OPENLY ENCOURAGE
FOREIGN INVESTMENT. IN FACT I SUSPECT THAT MANY, IF NOT ALL, OF THE
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES REPRESENTED AT THIS CONFERENCE, BENEFIT IN
SOME WAY FROM THE EXPLOITATION OF MY COUNTRY'S FORESTRY,
MARINE AND MINEML RESOURCES. UNFORTUNATELY THE INVESTMENT BY
THESE FOREIGN COMPANIES IS NOT MATCHED BY THEIR GOVERNMENTS.
DEVEI.OPMENT TO BE SUSTAINABLE MUST BE SUPPORTED BY
STRENGTHENED ENVIRONMENTAL MANAG=MENT. THIS PRINCIPLE IS THE
THRENODY OF RIO, AND THIS CONFERENC= IS NOW SEEKING TO FIRM UP
ON THESE ISSUES. I, THEREFORE, INVITE THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES TO
FULLY PARTICIPATE WITH .THE SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES IN
STRENGTHENING ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT IN THOSE STATES.

MY DELEGATION UNDERSTANDS THAT SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IS A
BALANCE.. ..BETWEEN . 'ECONOIIIIC GROVWH .AND ENVIRONIVIENTAL
PROTECTION, THEREFORE, DEVELOPING THE RIGHT POLICIES AND
STRATEGIES TO CREATE THIS BALANCE IS OF GREAT NECESSITY FOR ALL
LIVING THINGS, INCLUDINGN PEOPLE.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA IS CONV]NCED THAT ,\PPROPRIATE AND NECESSARY
ACTION IS REQUIRED AT ALL LEVELS OF OUR DEVELOPMENTAL EFFORTS.
THUS, OUR EFFORTS AT NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
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LEVELS SHOULD NOT ONLY BE EFFECTIVE
ALSO COMPLEMENTARY TO EACH OTHER.

MR. PRESIDENT,

AND COMPREHENSIVE BUT

THE SUCCESS OF THIS CONFERENCE, WE BELIEVE, HINGES ON TWO
MPORTANT FACTORS. -

:IRST, AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL, PROPER ENVIRONMETAL LEGISI-,.ATION,
,OLICIES, STRATEGIES AND PROJECTS WITH THE COMMITMENI
?EDICATION AND POLITICAL WILL FROM BOTH GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE
..O ENSURE EFFECTIVE IMPLENTATION.

iECONDLY, AT THE INTERNATION.AL LEVEL, THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY, THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM, SPECIALIZ:ED AGENCIES,
TEGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, INCLUDING THE NON-

GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (NGO'S), MUST SUPPORT AND LEND'HEIR GENUINE SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT TO OUR SUSTAINABLE
JEVELOPMENT EFFORTS.

.

VE BELIEVE GENUINE PARTNERSHIP AMONG ALL OUR COUNTRIES
]EVELOPED, DEVELOPING, LEAST DEVELOPED, ECONOMIES IN'RANSITION, REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND.I.ISTITUTIONS IS VTTAL TO THE SUCCESS OF ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE
)EVELOPMENT, NOT ONLY OF THE SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES

BUT OF ALL PARTS OF OUR GLOBAL VILLAGE.

MR. PRESIDENT

JMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES, ESPECI.ALLY THOSE IN THE PACIFIC
ND THE CARIBBEAN REGIONS ARE SMALL IN NUMBERS, SMALL IN LAND

-IZE AND COMPARATIVELY SMALL IN ECONOMTC SIZE, BUT, ARE
^USTODIANS OF SOME OF THE MOST DIVERSE CULTURES AND SOME OF

HE MOST UNTOUCHED ENVIRONMENTS IN THE WORLD.
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MR,. PB.ESIDENT

IT IS POINTLESS TO TALK ABOUT SUSTAXNABLE DEVELOPMENT OF SMALLISI,AND DEVELOPINC STATES UNLESS TT{E DEVELOP4D COUNTRIE.S,
WHICH FOR DECADES HAVE EXPLOTTEE THESE ISLANDS, ARE NOT WILLTNG
TO PROVIDE .ADEQUATE BESOURCES.

MY DEI'EGATIoN' Il,lR' PRESIDENT, Is coNvINcED THAT TII{s coNFERENcEWILL COME UP WITH A PROGRAI4ME OF ACTIO-N TO SUPPORT TITE
SUSTAIN.A'BLE DEVELOPMENT O'P TUT ISLAND DEVET.OPING ST^*TES WHICHI{E BELIEI/E CAN ONLY BE ACI{IEVED THEoUGTI GENUINE GLoBAL
PARTN RSHIP AND CO-OPER.A,TION.

FINALIY' PAPUA NE'lv cuINEA FULLy ENDoRsEs AND suppoRls TIIE
BARBADOS DECTARATION. THIS DECI.ARATION WILL SET T}IE PACE ANDLANDI!{ARK F'OR, SUBSIDIARY PROGRA}@IES OF' ACTIO}I TO BE
IIYIPLEMENTED BY OUR GOVERNMENTS WITTtr THE SUPPORT AND CO-
O.P'ER..ATION OF' TIIE INTET,NATIONAL CO.}IMUNITY.

I TITANK YOU, ilIR. PRESIDENT.
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SIR ?fIIfA tOROIi-tr, GC3[G, KSLJ
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SI.GILIJ TSI'ASTD DEXTEI.OPING STA:rES
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I,tP,. PP.ESIDTENT

YOUR ZKCELLENCIES

DISTI}IGUIS IED DET.EGATES

ON tsEi'AIF OF TIIE GO\ER]'II.'ENT .Ai.ID ?HE ?EOPIE OF PAPUA, NE'[ G'JINEP-,

eoNGF,.p-T[tLATE YoU oN crarnrlic r'H:S tf:G;i L=:fEL sEGl,rENT ]:L\iD ?HA]IK

YOU FOR, TI{IS OPFORTI'I\TTTY TO ADDPJSS TIIIS \NORY TMPORTA}'? PFRT oF.

TIiS CCNFERENCE.

AGENDS- 21 ir\ CI{APTER one srAtEs TIIA? I'Nc NATTON cl!{ AciirE'ti
sU€rArNAaLE DE\trI,oPl NT ON ITs Ci{N; 3UT :cGETiiER i.tE CF}I - iN A
GLOBRj. P4S,TNERSHTP FOR SUSTAiNAEIE DE-VELCPD,IENT. '' Ttiis SEQ€N-T OF

r:iE CONFER:NCE TOOKS AT FOSSTBL' ?IAYS THiT THIS PI;,TNE.1SH:P C.L\

BE DEVELO"9ID.

r\tY DELIGATION hIOULD AT fi;E OUTSEI W:$:.i TC ENDORSE Tti.g ST-4JE"IvENTS

}tlDE BY TH3 PREVIOUS SPESKERS Hi3HTIG;{Ti\E Ti{E \N:{iOUS P^RC3LE}JS

AIVD CI:.\II"ENGES CONF'RONTTNG THE SIL{LI ISLir\D DEIIELCIPING STATES tu\D

C\I.,LXNG FOR NATIONAT, REGIONAI L\D I:{IESi.\TIONA! COOPSRATION N(\D

INDERS?AI,IDrNG oF TI{E tJlqIQUE AIID SPECISIC -DROBLEMS OF Ti{E *ellAr,L

ISI"fu\D DE\TEI,OPING STATES .

I

I

I

I.-t
Ll

.l
JI.l

MR. P.q,ESIDENT. . . . . /3
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MR. PR.ESIDEIIT,

PRIOR TO COl4iNG T0 THrS CC'IIE'EREbICE M7 D1LEaATIOIT hrAs r{or uNDrJLy

o'TrMtrsrrc ri{"F.T suFFrcrE}tr ATTENT:,'I r.rFs p3r}rc ci",,,; B: DE'ELopuD
,

CotbItF.IES To ITS LYFORT'^A.ilCE. ruiD liE:iCE ?I3RE cONcaP,NED AT TriE

USEE"IJLNESS OF IT5 OUTCOME.. I WAS, :'A??Z?OP.3, GREATIY rT4?RESSE,D ?"7

TTiE PA.R,TI.CTP}.TIO}I BY THE SACRETRPJ GE}IE?.AI OF ?iiE IiNITED N3-TIO}IS.

HlS STATEI,IaN? TF-P.GETTED ?HE ISSI'ES 'rt'd'\C- }IEED ?O tsE ADDRESSAD BY

THIS CONEERENCE }.s WELL 45 POINTI};G OUT TI'.3 .NE3D FOR Tiig

iNT]RNATIONEI, COI4II.INITT TO FROVIDg .\P?ROPR.:ATE I.EADERSTilP IF OUR

GATIiERTNG IIIRE iS TO ACHIS'VE A}IY T.]-YGi3],E 3.ESULTS.

I W,SICOME T!:E RE?O T }.l\D RECCI(I{EI.ID;-?iO}iS O:- TiiE EMIrrilENl PERSONS

GROUP wtilg L?GES TitE INTStuVATION--1-. COli:g![:?y T0 PROVID3 tHE

NECISSARY R'SsoURCsS To IMPLaY9ilIT NJT oN:Y ?3E sUsTArrYAtsLE

DE\ELOPMETNT O? SllIL iSi,,A*ND DE\IELC?ING STA:5S BUT AtrL PRCGRSIO{ES

CONT.\TNED IN AGENDA 21. I,4{ DELEGAT:ON T.OTAILY AGREES 9{ITI{ THE

CONCLUSION Tii\T WITIiOUT ACCESS TO ::{E NESDSD RESOURCES AND

TECIINOI,OGY, DEVELOPING COIINTRIES WCULD 3E L.}IABtE TO FUTFILL THEi.\,

PART AIID, IN FACT, WOULD FJOST LIP(E-Y Cq.:\tSE THE F'-\ILURE OF

SUSTAINABLE DEVEIOPMENT.

I

I

.\i l

rg3'
I AISO .\CKNOWIEDGE. . . . . /.1



1 ALSO AKllOtltEDGE T'rlE RECOl.fi,lEl'IDATiOIIS Oi THE TtilErtT'(-FIRgT t4EETIllG

OF THA STfu\IDII.IG COIOfITTEE OF TiiE PF.CTTTC ISLAI'IDS CO}IFEREiICE HZLD

AT Ti{E EAST-'IEST CZNTEP. W.OI4 AP?.IL 25-27 T994. Ti{E I,{EETI}IG

P.ESOLVED T!{AT IN FCP.},1UI"ATIIiG DE' ELI?:{'}I? POLICIES TiiE IIITEPJ.C?IOII

EE?I/IEEN GOIEP'}N,IENT POLICIES, WT.K'f IOP.CSS A.I.ID CULTUPSI VFLT,JES

TiifRE MUST BE A BFl,AliCa eei'degN Ti.l GOAIS OF ECOI.IOMTC Gp,O?rTH,

P?.OT3CTIOI.I OF THE EI{ViR.OI'N{E}IT, CUL?U?3J INTEGRITY .L'ID SOCIFJ,

SIIBiLITY .F.}ID ?T{AT WHILE R3SOUP.CE IJTILISATION MUST BE OPTII{IS'D

TO ENSURE I4AXI},fUM ECO}IOMIC RETUP-!{S T.-:IS !,IUST ONLY B3 ONE ON A

SUSTAIN.ASLS BFSIS.

-plyosT Two YE.p3s AGo, i FIAD THE PF,iVILEDGE OF LEADING My

ccL-liT3.Y's DELEGATICN TO RIO DE JtuEI3.O, 3RAZrL, FOR TliE UNiTgD

N?T.r.CNS CONIER:NC3 ON.flIVIS.OliMtliT -L\D Df'vELOPMENT (ir-liCED) . AT

T:a-iT MEETiNG WORLD LEPDERS ADOPTED .1 GLO3AI Pi&\ oF -\CTioN ic,ic;.iN

AS AG:NDA 2 ]. .

iioi.;3vER,, I MUST SAY TL1T I tuy DIS-L?pOIN?3D TrlAT THE D5\EI.CPED

COIJNTRISS iL4\iE YET TO DELIV:'R ON }!.L\iI{ 03 THE CO!${TTMSNTS THAT

Ti:!Y IL\DE. FOR EK+I9LE, WE HAVE YET TO SgE NEW tu\D .\DDITIONA-L

FlN.iDiNG OF THE ORDgR OF I"I\GNITUDE RECOISENDED IN CTL\-DTER,33 Nc3.

.\\Y SER.IOUS ATTEI'IgT TO INITIATS Tiif TR\\SFER OF g}I{/IR,ONMENTAILY

SOL'IID TECTiNOLCGY DISCUSSED IN CL\P!5S. 3{.

ALTiir'UGi{ I APPRECIATE.



ALTiiOUCi{ I APPRECIATE T'{-F.T T;{I3 ir3Ll\'( MA'/ BE ATTZIBUTZD TO THe

LOIIG F$ID VERY DE?P P.ECESS-IOII trl'iir)'i A??ECTID l,flJCH CF T'lZ DZ'{ELO?ZD

F.}ID DEVELOPING IIOP.LD U}ITTL OTTL'! ?.1'Z].ITL'{, I }I4 G?.EF.TLT DISTUP-P3D

B'1 W'rlP,.T hiOULD nppSl:. TO Bi T'dE ?!ii l'IP-}l'l P-TTEMPTS, SI}iCe P.IO, TD

STIER AIIAY AROM TiiESE Col4{:Tl,fEiilg . 'tl?, WE?.] AFTEP. FJ,L TOLD I}l ?:f

LE,FD UP TO INCED Ti'AT TliE iiOP.LD 71P.3 FACII.iC A CR,ISiS A'iD TFAT

AC?IOI.I WAS URGENT .P.}iD ESS=:iTTEi.

i,iHiLE Ti{E DE\TELOPED FIOR.LD A?PE}J.S 1O 3E DIIAYiNG ITS NJLL

CCI4{ITMENT TO AG:ND:- 21, i,I.}.,.\Y D'T/::OPING CCIIN?3,I=S 3-R.3 COI4,IITTI}iG

TH=USELi/ES TO ITS COI'ICiPTS. MY CCLIITRY IS .r,IO rXCiptrOU, .L\D rN

LIIIE WITti CIAPTER 33, T:E GCVE?-\;I'!:\-? !:AS DIRECTED Te.? A lv-ATIOli;-L

SUS!AIN.131,3 DE'\EIOP]13N! ST3.l_TicY {};SDS) 33 DEI/:LO?ID. IT if.S

E-u?T-{f3. AP?O]NTSD .}- ST=iRl}iG CCi}!::TEf , COMPR:SI};G GOV=3.NUENT,

.}.C.:JE},IIA, P3,IVA!] SJCTC3. .L\iD NC.\_-GO'i/:.1}IMENT OF,G.}.\IZATIONS, TO

CCCR.DINATE T5E ?ORU'IIIATIOIi Ci :.{:S SIRATgGY A.\D TC PR.3P-l.q.f

R:CC}O{ENDATiONS ON THf EST.]sLIS:+f:}i'T OF A !'IATION.]: SUSTAINA3LE

DEIELOPMENT CO!.&IISSiON I.i;{:C:i WCULD CCORDI\'T.TE TiiI IMPIEMENTATiCN-

O? TIIE NSDS.

I{iiILE THE FIINDING FOR TiiE DEUSLO9!!3NT OF THE NSDS I.IILL INiTIATLY

CO}TE FROM LOCAL SOLIRCES I}I?LE}IE)iT.I.TION OF THIS STR\TEGY IS

.\\OTHER }L\TTER. ASSISTfu\CE OF DSVSLOPED COUNTF,IES I{ILL BE VIT.\I;

.\G\IN I REFSR TO AGENDA 2].'IiHICii STATES T:{\T S}L\IL ISL\\D

DEVELC9ING ST.\TES I{ILL. . . . .,.,5



DEI,ZLOPTIIG STATES r,rLL Be corrSTF}.rirED itt t4zzrltrc THE. C'.dI-LLEilGES

oF plF-rrl'rlrG FoR F-^yD rl4plEl'{El'trit'lc sijsTei}ll'\Lg DE.IELOPMEIIT v.t,TTiiour

THE COOPa?*.TION P-i\lD A5SIsT-pllc3 Oi iiiE iilTS?-',\ATiONFJ', COI4{IJ}IIT'/'

i4Y I4AIII COIICEPN iS TriAT , TITT''IOIJT TAZ VJLL SUPPCRT qF TiiS

DEVILoPEDcoU}ITRigsI4ANYoFoURaiice:SATSUSTAINABLE

DEliELOpt4Elrr lirll BE STTLLtsOR}I Ar.rD i-'J?,Tiit3.yoRE ?trLL BRrliG T71Z

TdHoLSCONCEPTINTODISRE?UTE.P-r\DlLr33rLiTL?EFCTIONit'.IPoSSISLE'

i{orri3-'ER, I}i A WEEK TriAJ IS SEiiNG SCU?- '}':?ICA iiN-AiLY i{OvE TO

E.IjLL DEI{ccRAcY, TS.UELY A l&\Jo3. E\i3lil, I ?iot'i,D PR'EE:R To BE

OP?I}IISTIC A3OUT TiiE FUTLIRS Oi' SUSTAI}I}3L3 DE!:ELOPMENT iOR S'VIiL

ISi.&\DDE]i=LoPI}.iGSTATES,fu\iDwoULDL:KrToPiAcEBEFORETHIS

MEfTINGSSVE3AII'IAYSIN''i:iic-W3II:G-Ti!CI/=FC3'Td}3DTCG]T-=R.

THSSIGNIfIC\\CSoF.THEGLoE.ricoN3'3.i}icsoNTiiESUSTAI\Ii3L3

DE\ELOPII=NT OF S,,q,,L ISLL\D DE\'='C?ISG S?'I'TES IS OBVIO-T'S TO TiiS

I^IC3.LD COI'SIUNITY. AGENDA 2I RSCOGNISES IA\T SUCI{ SIATES A3E

SPECIAI, C.TSES ViiTH REG.q.C,D TO BOTii EN!-iRON}IENT ANID DEVELOP\!=NT fu\D

TIIATTIiEYA.R'gEcoLoGIcAiLYVULNE.R.}3L3,.\\DFU3'THEB.TH.:\TTHgIR

S}L\ILSIzES,LI}IITEDRESoUF,CES,GEOGR\?SIcDISPERSIoN.\\D

ISoL\TIoN FF.oM }LqRKST CSNTRIS, ?L\c! T:{E}l AT A DISADV.\\T.\GE

ECOTIOI'{IC.\ILY A]'ID LI}IITED TiiSIR' CAPACITIES AI'ID CA9ABILTIES TO COPE

t,tITH PROtsLEt''ls -\\D. .. - --/l



tttlT'rl PP.OBLEI{S .ailD C!{F-LLEIIGES THAT T'rtE( COtlfR.OllT .a.S rIELL AS THEIp-

EF?OP.TS TO PLAI.I AOR 3-I'ID iMPLEi4E}i? SUSTAiIIA3LE DEVULOPI,IEIIT.

WHILZ VIZ BELIEVE THF-T SOI{E OF T?iZ PROALET4S A}ID CI{}ILEI,IGES OF T:{'
S}4,1l,L ISLAr\ID DE''/SLOPING STAT.S C^Ui BE FJD?.ISSED AT TilE I\tATIoNFi,

LEltzL oR Ti1?.oucri REGiol.lAt .oR suts-?.EciollFJ, coopERA?iolt FND

INTEGRATIO}I. THE?€ .P3E O?iiER,S Tii}-? WILL DEfINITSLT REQUIR.E

su??oRT/ cooPEM-TroN FND AssrsrAr\ic3 oi ?43 rNTgRliF-Trclrll,

Colo{uNiTY, ?.}3.TiCUI"F3.LY ?i:ieR3 Ti{E SouP.cIS oF TITEIR PRoBLEI,IS

ORIGiNATE BEYCND TIiEIS. BOIINDAS.IES.

T!iE35FOF.3, V3.. PT,SSIDINT, MY DELEGATiON iS OF TiiE FIR].T VrE,}I TI{AT

:i -:i'iYTiirlic ccNc3.:Tg :s !o B: Di3,I1liD F3.OM fiiHSt ?iiIS coNrSRElic3

c3' ?i15 oriE3' SUtsSiDTF-?.Y ?3,oG3-r-r\&!ES coli'T-\i\=D rli AGrr\iDA 21 , lT
;'J'ILL REQUIR,: T:iE CONC:R.T3) EIIOF.TS Oi T:: fNTi3,5 IIITER\ATICIr'AI

coi\a!-tiNrTY To ccl'Ii UP i,irT: A ?a\cT:c-li s3T oi PR.opoS-FrS TIL\T ctu\

SASIIY BT I}IPLEM:NTED AT .:.NY GiVE)i TIME &\D IN .TNY GIV:JN

S IIUATION.

THIS TEADS }!E TO iiIGiiLIGfiT A FEW, 3UT R\TI{3R I}IPOR,TANT ?OINTS

TiL\T SHOULD BE C.Lq.RIED OU? AT NATIONAI, REGION.\L fu\D

INTEF,NATION.q.L LEVELS, TO gROVIDE }!A\\ING TO THE I}I.DLEMSNTATION OF

TH3 PROGRA}AIS OF ACTION TI{IS CONFERENCE IS GOI}iG TO APPR,OVE FOR

THE SUSTAIN.\SLE D!\ELOPMENT OF S}L\IL IS.\LND DEVELOPING STATSS.

FS,u\II THE COUNTRY ....3



FR'i4 THz corJNTP.'/ srataMgiiTs FllD p.Epo?.Ts riiAT HA',/E BEEII l,rl^Da

F.VAII"ABLE TC US DrJP.IllG TI{IS CONeE?3tIal, tle AP.E EIICCUPJ.GED..?'I

EFTORTS THF-? W.\n IJREADY BEE!\I PtiT Iit pLACa B'r SMALL rsL.Ar.rD

DE'T?,LOPiNG STATSS TO IMPLEME}IT AG'}ID F. 2L. }IE }.LSO I.IOTE T;#.?

}IA?IOI'IAI, STPJ.TEGIES BEII'IG DE"ELOPZD T.S F. 9ASIS FOR ACTIO}I SHOU1D

BE SNCOURAGID F-rVD PP.OMOTED Ili AtL COIiITP.IES.

'ttB, HortiSvEP. BELIEVE, THAT FURTHE? ?RCGRESS IS REQUIRED AT TiiE

}iATiONPi LE'IaL TO E}iSURE TIIAT EI.I-./:3.OI..A{T}I?}! COIISiDERATIOI{S GI\E}i

APP3.OPRIATE SIGNiFICI--rYq,E AT Ai,L L3l]EiS of DECISION I{AKING. THIS

?[OL-LD f]i TU?-r\ P!LO9{ FOR TliE RjLL Ii'ITFCRATION OF E}ryIRONMENT At{D

DE\i:LOPYENT TO OCCUR AT BOTTI MiC3.O .L\iD I{.1.C3.O LEVELS.

IN!;3.NATIONii CCOPSA1TION SHOULD -A3 
F:;CO'JIiGED TO SIJPPOR,T .L\iD

CON!?LEIENT :NDIvIDU'ii NATioNtI Etfct?S, :{HILE ?:iE UNIT]D N_l?IotiS

SY-cl3M S.{OUiD T-1bG T:i3 LEAD IN C: CSE 3OO?r-a\TION &\D COORDIi\I-AIiCN

i'liT: o?:i3R. :NTE3.I{ATIoNAl,, REGIoN--ri tu\: S-uB-R.EGioNAi ORG-\\IS_iTICNS

TO CONTR.IBU:3 POSITiVELY TOW.Lq.DS ACiii?VI:\G TH' OBJECTIV:3S Oi Ti:IS

colflERENcE.

}!R.. PRESIDENT,

ONE OF TiiE !!OST II'IPCR.T.4ITT ELE}IENTS, "L\D CNi TFL\T I STRONGLY

SELIEVE WILI DETERI'IINE PROGRESS iN TiiS I}IPLEMENTATION OF AGEND.\

2I .\\D TTIE DECISIONS.....9/
rr$.-

\



ZL AI.ID ?HE O't'.S,rO*S OF THIS CO:T?EP.EIICg, REI,A.TEs TO TFIE ACCESS TO

A}ID THE DE1rELOPMETIT OF E$I\IIRObD{ZiITPLL:IT STIBID AhID ENERG'T E?F.TCIENT

TEC. HIIOLOG? .pj,lD ULTIT'IATELY T:iE P-ESOrJ?.CES gl,f3.tl ISLAI\ID DEtrfEtopiltc

STATES CAbT MOBILTZZ FROM tsOTii il,i:EP-IiE.t .IJID AXTEzu.IAL SOUREES TO

MEET IilCREMENTAL COSTS OF SU'STA:;!IABL3 O"'"t'*,,. WE AI,SO THINK

TiiAT AT A NATIO}AI ffiIEt Ii:iS 9{iil, P.3QUI'?€ LINKS BET'.TEEN THE

CONTEAENEE OUICOMES] AbID NATIONF! BUDCETS TO BE IDENTITIED

BY rWrTrNG fhE i^rRcNG i(ENDs oF ?=cti}i-oloG'J , sUsT&:NABLa

DAVELOPMENT.IN lHE SIdAIt ISi,E}ID DI\EIOPI,];G STAIES AND ELS.E?{TiERS

g{rLL EE JEOPORDTSED, lfiTti POSSr=- eri-frF,c]TMENTAL DEGRADAIION ]s
WELL.

M3.. ?RESIDE.\T,

AT IJE REGiosrAt LEtiEL vr-E BE:rg\E THs-iE r$ 4. N5ED To MoBrL zE ?:iE

LIMiT D iJIII'{fu\ RISOTISEES OF S}tqLL IsI;}iD DEVELoPING sT.{Tgs.

TTiTS C.qN BE DOI{= TIiROUGTI R,EGI,ON.L coo,PERl:IoN tsoTfi IN MotsitISi}IG

tlIJl'IAII RESOURCES AND ENlLqNcIIiG rTS INS?ITUTIONS TO EI\SIIRE I4IXII-rIIII

PROGRESS IS ACHI.E\I1$! TOIiI.{RDS SUS.I.1,IN.ISI,,E DE\ELOPM3NT.

WE .LR,.b, MR. PRE]SIDENT, FULL}' CO$N-INCsD., T:IAT REGIONAT, .\CTION

B.tsED oN PRIoRITIES, TDENTIIIED :N NATIOI,{..\.L $TRATEGIES .qND pL\}.rS

0.3 Nl\\Y Sr\t{LL /r0



:
OF I4AI.IY SI,'}IL ISLAIID DE'IELOPING STATES IIEED TO BE BETTER
COOP.DII'IATED T]TT'TI SUPPOP'T OF STROIIGEP. REGiONA-L OP.GF}IISATIOI.IS zuID
nIT'd IMPR'OVED AccESS To FIIIAl'lcI.pi tu\iD TE:III\IIcAL p:SoUp.cES IF T;iE
PROGPE}O{E OT ACTIOII ADOPTED 3Y TiiIS CCNFSREI.ICE IS TO tsE REAIISED.

rll THE sour;i pAcrFic, r/i3 HA]E pur rll ?LLcE A rru'l4p3p. oF F.EGioNli
INSTI?UTfOlIiJ, A3,R-F-I'IGEMEIITS, SUCH AS T:1E iORiJi.,I SEC?.ETA-p.iAT, FORIJ.}{
FISIiERIES AGENCY, souTil PAcraIc F.ScioliAr, Er\-vIRoM€lrT-Aj pRocRAM.{I,
AIID orHER Assoc'ATED rltsrrrurroNii EsrABtrsiiMiNTS, AliD Arr*oucii
NOT TOTAILY SUCCESSilL, THEST AF.?3NGil{ENTS I{A-\E N=-,/ERTI{ELESS

PR'O\EN TO B3 USE'I'L iN }.TTENDING TO T:3 SUSTAINFS1E DE\€LOPMEN?
A\D OTi{ER. N33DS OF OUR R,:GIO}i.

r 'LY i{APgy rc Arv.\-oti\-cr HERE ?,:AT ?A?ui N;;,i GuTNEA rs ?R.oMorrNG
TiiS DEV:ELOP}IINT OF i F.EGIONA! TRA].?Y ?C C.3NTR.OL T= MOVAVENT OF
H.T'ZAR'DOUS W.TSTES A}ID SU3STSNCSS I}ITO T-g -COUTii PACIF'IC 3,5GION. iT
IS BEING COCS'DIN:,TED THROUGIT T}iE -SOUT- PACIFIC FOS.J-M fuVD r!\S Tiif
SUPPORT OF .\iL FOR,I.DI NATIONS. }rE C\iL ON .rj,I, I.IETR,C?OLIT.\\ STATE-q
WITHIN THE.Lq.EA TO CCNTiNUE IN TfliIR. _qUppCRT OF T::= TRL\Ty. pApUA
NEW GUTNEA !{oulD BE :NTS.q,ESTED rN LoorrNG -\T ti-r.ys :N I^iHicH TtiE
DEVELOPING STATES OF TH5 REGiON C.\Y Dl\I IfiTH THEI3, O[.TN WASTES
THR'OUGH RSCYCLING. T:iERE As,E OPPOS,TLJNIIIE,C HERs FOR DEVELOPSD
COTINTRIES TO ASSIST.

T}:3 TR\\SFi:P},IENT. ./LT
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Tf{E TRAilSHIPT{ENT OF I{AZF.?,DOIJS SUBSIA.I'ICES OE: cE{EI{IcFJ,, tsIoLoGIcAL

PltD RADTOACTTVE ORIGilt T',i'?c,tJaitr TiiE EEZ ' S OF OUF. rSLpJltD 11411Q!rS IS

OF GP.EAT COIICERII DUE TO ITS' POTEI.ITIAI TO DES'TRO7-H38ITI3

R,ESOURCES; AS MF}IY IsI;ATD DEIELOPiNG COINI?P.IES DEPSND UPON SUCii

RE.SOURCES SUEH F. LOSS IIIOiJI,D gE DE-'IASTATI}IG, bIE DO ?HEP.EFoRE,

REQTIEST THAT DEV3!OP3D CCIINTPiIES RESPECT OUR POSITIoN TtiAT SUCH

TRATYSPORTATION S!iOUL NOg OCCUR.

COI{MUNICATIONS .L\i'D TP.ENSSORTATiON AP.A O? VITAL iMPORT}-IfCE. OLrR

iSI,3a\DS ARE EITLSR .CCMPOSTD OF 9.TIDE.LY SCATTEE.ED rSI.ANDs oR TiTEg

F.RE \[ERY RUGGED. WE ArqE Fi-IVOS.T TO?"lJ,'LY DEPgNDg]i? U9.ON tiR Air\D SEA

TS-\'SPORT. F'OR CO['NTR!3S O.F }IODEST SIZE IT IS DIiiiCULT FOR EACrtr

N.+TION TC. SU?9OR,i ITS OW}' rRI\SPORTAIIOII NETWO.RK Es?gq:.qii*Y

IN?]R}JATIONEI ATR SYST=MS. P.}JU? \I3'{ GUINE.tr IS .KiE"\ TO DEVELOP A

vI.lSLE REGIONAL .I?PRC-ICH TO AiR -p-\D SE3. TRI}ISPCRT tiiiIc:i SENEFITS

us rI"L.

}SR. PRESTDENT,

FrucH HAs BEEN sA:D AB0UT REPRIoRITIS,LYG THg UsE oF EXISTING

RESOURCES. I{HILE THIS .\PPLIES TO tsOT!{ INTER}IAT fuYD EXTSRNTT

SOURCES, HE8.E I h'ILL ONLY COIINENT ON EXTERIYEL SOURCES (OIERSEA,S

DE\|ELOPMENT ASSISTAI,ICE OR ODAI . IN MY COUNTRx, .\tirD I lu\t SURs TI{IS

<tt.
AP9IIES TO FIOST..... ..11.2



AFPLIES to l'IoST DE\tr;1.roPIIIG COUN?RIAS/ VAST Al{oTJ:llTS OF ODA ARE'

USED UP BY THE flNIDIiIG OF EXPERTG OR, COI4 TSSIOII:}IG OF STUDIES

rrIHlCi{ PP.ODUCE }lO ?}.}IGItsLE B,E]SUL[S.

P.APUA NEr., GglltEf,, EIICOTJRAG S PR.M-TE fI'f'ESTtfeNT iu\lD ENIEP*S Xi.fTO

AGREEtIIEIITS lrtrfH !4plIY .VlltTilIATIONAi CoM?At'lIAS . o?TEli TIIESE

AGREEMENTS RESTRTCT HCer rgg COMPF-rViAS A8,E RESPCIISI3LE FOR III
TEzu{S OF MITIGATX}IG E\FTIROTTMENTAI IM?ACTS IrYD R=ii}3itITATION. W?

JTPP=AL TO T iOSE STATES IN }IHICI{ TigSS MIIEI}IATIO}IETS ARE

ESTPBI,ISX{-ED gO PROVID3 ASSISTA!{CE lO liiE STRENGii{ENING OF

9IW:.ROI.II{ETYTA! I,XAN}GE}ENT 3.IqD REIIP3ILIT'ATION IN yY' COU}lltRY.

TXNF-r:LY, fT iS SEtF ETIDE$T TIi+f T!:E GLOBA! EIW-:P.OSI{ENT EACfLITY

iS !C EE USE.D TCI HEL.D E.UN.D SUSTAI}T33LE Dtr\E]OF!{=N? iN SI,fAIJL

ISi"ilYD DE\ELCPIXfG SrATgS. I, TIiERI3O3,E, REi=ER,A:! if:-3[ i[AS SAID

IN Ct'R COUN?3T ST.+TS}ENT .L\D STRE.SS Tiig \ERY RL+.t IiSED iOR ?T{E

SOUT-T-' PACIFiC t0 3E Gi\trN } P:I.ACE 0N THE GEI BQ.+-?.D'

TITA$K YOU MR. PRES IDENT .

...4Bi
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l4t. Presrdent, Heads of Governments and deiegatlonsr lour
excellencles, ladles and gentlemen. The people and Government,

of solomom rsLands through ny delegatlon salute and warmly
congratufite you, your Government and, peopre on your
appolntment 'as the presldent of thls hlstorlc Global
conference on the sustainable Development of small rsland
Deveroping states . ua:1 r also ext,end, our appreciation and

gratitude to the Government and people of Barbados for
allowing us to converge on this beautifur island for this veay

irnportant Conference.

we join too, in acknowredging and comrnending the u.N.
secretary General, our aid donors and, alr those who have

contributed towards t.he preparat:cn of this Global Conference.

Decisions to do this often were made und.er very trying
conditions but the eventuarity of this conference is a crear
evidence of a co]lective cornmitment and grobar action very
much needed to continue after Barbados.

The statements made by the u.N. secretaq; Generar,

!lr. Boutros Boutros GhaLi and you yourserf as prime Minister
of Barbados, at the Openlng of thts Conference have set a

powerful momentum generated from the splrit of comrnitnent made

ln the Eart,h summLL in Rio two years ago. Thls mo-rent,um must,
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not be dlst,orted by lndl fterence, self-inLerest and
lngensltlvlty from elther sldes of the camp. To rescue t.hrs
planet from both the destructlon- already belng nade and the
pot,entlal damage t ve its cltlzens can make, demands a grobal
and collectlve approach from us all.

Mr. President lt is with humirity, honour and. privirege
that r address thls august gatherlng of smal I rsrands
Developing States in anoi,her joint endeavour to understand our
own pecuriar condition and to pran together to lrolong our
tenancy on this pranet. you don't, need, an expert to terl you

that we are neither landlords or tenants of t.his planet,
therefore our responsibrlity for sustaining it, ries neyona
ones backyard. During this conference, it is intended, t,hat we

define clearly what the problems are and what measures need to
be taken by us alr as a grobal community, forging a new

partnership for Sustainable Development.

Solonon Islands is grateful to the United, Nations for its
continuous efforts to maintain world peace and security as

well as promoting human prosperlty. The charter of the
organisat,ion calrs upon its member states, agencles and other



lnternatlonal organlsatlons Lo work towards removlng of want

and allevlate poverty through systemat,lc and achlevable

developmental goals. For ezample, In December Lg67, t.he

General Assembly declared the slxtles to be the Decade of
Development. rn June L964, the frrst, uN conference on Trade

and Development adopced lt.s Final Act, a blueprlnt drawn to
achieve a better balance in economi.c relationship.

Mr. President,

The Unit,ed Nations' determination at that time was to
find ways of reducing the inequalities in the sociaL

structures of developing nat.ons. The therne of the endeavour

was "A Grobar stlategy for Deveropment". Developing nations
were being encouraged to adopt modern technologies with a view

to creat,e a new barance of benefits to all their citizens.
Member states attempted to sorve grobar problems using the

accumulated experiences of some of the other member states who

were then at the vanguard of progress. rt was a cooperative

effort to glve meaning and substance to the very concept of a

worrd community. obviously, the quick fix method didn't work.

Today we are still seeking for a workable



formura for development. The truth ls, there ls no one model

for development,.

The world has come a long way. From "A Grobal slaEeg.l
for Development" 1n the slxties to "An Agenda for Development,,,

ln the nlnetles. Now The SustaLnable Development of Srnall
rsland Developing states. what wl1r form the final out.come of
this conference poses a chal-lenge for arl'of trSr the
international community. A more pressing question will be how

and when are hre going to implement the prog'ramme of action
once agreed upon?

Mr. President,

solomon rslands tike most other smalr rsland Deveroping
States, is afflicted with nunerous enviornmental and economic

difficulties, many of which have their root causes out,side and

therefore are beyond our control. To rist these speciar
probrems wlll be overstating the issues before us. rn fact
wlth the assistance of South Pacific Reglonal Environment
Programme, solomon rslands is one of t,he elght countrLes of
the Paclf lc which now has a plannlng document called NEIrts

Natlonar EnvLronment, Management strategy. This document
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outllnes our prlotLEy areas and what natlonal actlone, need to
be t,aken to address those prLorLty areas. Reglonar and

internat,lonal actlons can now be easlly ldentifled and

developed further wlth a vlew of lmplement.lng these actl'ons l_n

the fut,ure. The deslgn employed ln NEMS runs parallel to the
Action Programme now belng negotiated at. thls conference.

Action Proqramme

since the nio summit, Mr. president, soromon rsrands has

slowly been progressing in its ef forts to i.rnplement, Agenda 21.

crimate change, Biodiversity conventions and the rerated,
Principles will form an important part of our goverrunent,s

planning strategy for sustainable development.

we strongly berieve and support the various initiatives
carried out by the south pacific regionar organlsations,
putt'ing in place the necessary conventions and instruments
aimed at protecting our fragile environment and the very much

needed but rimited resources or our region. I{e wilr support
the recent lnitiatlve to ban the lmport of and transboundary
movement of hazardous wastes in our region and wilr continue



to flrmly supPort other lnltlatlveg coordlnated through t,he
sout'h PaclfLc regLonal organrsaErons, Buch as the
south P?clflc Forum, t,he south pacrflc Reglonar Envlronment
Programrne, (spREp) and the Forum Flsherles Agency (FFA),

solomon rsrands economlc deveropment, is based on the
expl0ltat,ron of our natural resources. Hence the government,s
new policy on the harvest'lng and exploltat,ion of these nat,ural
resources to meet the devel0pment aspirations of lts peopre,
recognises the urgent need to do this in a lustainabre manner

:'.and must strive to mi.nimise negative impact.s on the
envlronment.

Human Resources Development

Mr. PresiCent,

Many who have spoken

central focus on the need

any development plan. The

earlLer, dist,inctly highlighted t,he

to place people as the foundat,ion of
UN Secretary General in his opening

stat,ement said that ,l

asset, their well-beln deflnes deveLopment',. Maklng the best



of people and few resources pose crltlcal challenges to
planners and declslon makers ln solomon rslands. Arnongst

other thlngsr w€ place this as the highest prlorlty
deveroplng our 350r000 people to cope wlth a changing.worrd in
whlch some are more equal than others. Learnlng to acgulre
skilrs to cope better with the 2LsL century is essenti.al.

capacity buildlng emphasising the need to include gromen and

NGo's in development, institutional strengthening to inprove

health, ed,ucationar training, envirorunentar ahrareness, child
care, farnily planning, nutrition and housing oemands, are

integral components of human resources development. The world

conference on Pcpulai'ion and Deveropment to be held in cairo
this year and the worrd social summit to be heLd in copenhagan

in 1995 signal to the international community t,he scope and

magnitud,e of the probren on a world scale. The uN secretary
General pointed out clearly that "international cooperation

for development is one of the great innovations of the

twentieth century". It is hoped that international
commitmenL, good wirl to reach agreements, flexibitity and a

willlngness to compromise wirr generate a new partnership to
sust,aln the mornentum started ln Rio. Rio and Barbados wiII
onry be remembered for therr ceremoniar wercomes if this
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cooperatlve style, constructlve and partnershlp splrlt are not
forged here and now. rt ls our f LrsE and only crrance.

. rn response to dernands lmposed by the need'to change and

adJust to externar pressures, the government of solomon

rslands has to r.orgurrl=. its admlnlstrative machlnery and

l-nstltuticns. structural adjustment progranmes and

corporatisation of some government institutions are evid,ence

of the goverrunent's det,ermination to improve efflciency and

effect,l-ve utillsation of existing resources with a view to
plan, coordinate and implement national development progranmes

ln a sustainable fashion.

A nevr Government policy has been put in prace in the
forestrT sector aimed at optimising benefits to resource
owners and the Government, cutting down on harvesting of logs
and ensuring that impacts on the environment, are minimised.
Appropriate regislations are belng drawn up to address

environmental and deveJ.opmental issues.

The country's first draft of envlronmental legislat,ion
whlch has one aim, the contror of deveroprnent, incorporates,



lnter alla, Lwo

prlnclple and the

lmportant prlncIpIes, the precautlonary

neede of future generations.

Mr. Presldent.,,

Somethlng needs to be saLd about the role of the rnedia in
raising the level of awarness amongst the literate comrnunlty

of the worrd. rt. goes without saying that the media has

created a powerful voice of the small rsland st,ates both

regionalry and internationally r drr element that must be

acknowredged and fostered further by leaders of srDS. rn this
regard, r wourd like to commend the work of the media for the

rever of cred.tivity and innovation without which this
conference would not have gained the publicity it d,eserves.

The featuring of the uN radio special Documentary series on

the sustainabre Deveropment of smalr rsrand states is an

example of good pubrici.ty. Appropriate media pubricity Ls

essential and the chalrenge for the media world isl to take the
same message to the llllterate population.

solomon rsrands, Mr. president., ls committed to
redirectlng its development trend to ensure the present and

the future generations enJoy a hearthy envlronment. rL is
comrnltted to safeguarding its resources so that the chlldren
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and grandchlldren are not. robbed

Actlon at the natlonal level wlll
cooperatlon betrreen aIl levels of
resource ogrners, NGOs, lnvesters .

of t,he necesglti.es of l1fe.
requlre understandlng gnd

government, comrnunlties,

and ald donors.

soromon rslands hails the Action programme for the
sustalnable Deveropment of srnall rsland states as a grobal
strateglr for sus',-ainable developmentr dil lntegrated programme

of international cooperation, which out,rines measures to be
undertaken by each member state, in particular, smar] isrand
developing states.

rt is through this understanding of global commitment
that we wish to raise an issue that is so dear to the hearts
of the people of the pacific region. This is the subject of
nuclear tests and dumping of nuclear wastes in the pacific
ocean. we appreciate the globar concerns and efforts for
environmentally sound and sustainable utilisation of our
resources, but to us in the region, arr these incrude the
dtgntty of human berng and guaranteelng to the individual furl
enJoyment of his,/her fundamentar righLs. our populace feels
threatened by these test,s and our resources and envrronment
are belng subJected to the many probrems that this great
gatherlng of soverergn natlons rs trying to address.
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The guccesg of the lmplementatlon of the Actlon programme

wlll. demand patlence, understandlng, rlght motlvat Lon, and
above all a far greater effor*. .ld a bigger sacrL fLce than
anyone has et/er so f ar volunteered to glve. fts
lmprementatlon must be.gurded by a morar purpose and drrected
towards the desired objectives, by politlcal wl1l of smalr
island developing states as well as the entire international
community.

whllst solomon rsrands accepts th. leec, for an Action
Programrne, we are very conscious that responsibility for
development must primarily be shouldered by developing nat,ions
themselves. Even though our economic developrnent is in its
infancy, and at its most difficult, stager ?€ are arready
taking steps to deal with incipient environmental irnbalances.
we appreciate the assistance we received so far from our
traditional atd donors and the south pacific regionar
programmes,

rt is our wish to see that assistance provided under the
Actlon Programme be easily accesslble to srDS. Deveropment
asslst,ance shourd be u.ncumbersome and granted to meet the
needs of the reciplent country. we hope that t,he external
capltar and know-how wourd become an addltlon to our own
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Etfength and not ae bonds

on doml.natlng, eeonomleg.

tfe want to. Ieave Earbados

succesn rather than b€ing haunted

end all,.'

fhank You

that, wou.ld !.n,ereag,e our de,pendence ;

I

wtth last,ing memorie-s sf,

by ruoastess of, fal.Iure.

L2
I

Today, th,.!.g conf,eie,nce {s .[.n .{.tself, a f,re.sh expresalon
of the spirlt whtch created UnLted. Nat1qns, namelyr,, coRqern
fof the present and futur.e welfare of hurnanlty. trt ls our
hope that this confer:enee would not aim merely at seeurlng
l'Lmtted agresnentg and declaratl.onsa b-ut at establishtng p:eace_

End.harmony ln life - anong a.l.l- raees and with nature.

h
AS Cffi says, "thl.s is not the be aII and the I

'*.":
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lvdr Chairman,
Heads bf St t"s ancl Governmcnts
Colleagues, Friands
Ladies and gantlemen

I take special pleasdre in greeting you all. This gathering of
Leaders and rep'resentatives of developing and developed

countries marks a historic event in the lives of or:r peoples, or:r

govemments, regional institutions, NGO commr:nity and the

entire international community. A new partnership is born.

It is pleasing to note that Pacific Leaders have mede a

special effort to get herc. This is an evidence of the theme, we

now face to address today. A Theme that must be realised in
deeds rather than by rvords. Or:r presence here today supports

and forges this new partnersttip. A partnership that must b€

nr:rftred and developed fi:rther after Barbados. We have started

in Rio, malie a stopor-er in Barbados and now face the challenge,

Where do rve go from here?

NtIr Chairman,

This question de,mands a collective approach, constnrctive

spirit. a willingness to reach agreements, flexibiliw and goodwill
to build a new'intra-regional and international partnership. This

co-operation benveen and among nations has a common purpose

and that is to rescue orx planet. Solomon Islands pledges to be a

parLner in this business.

Solomon Islan,Js shares the trnique tbahrres rvhich

chanrcterise Small Ists,nd Der,'eloping States. Iror example,

ecoltrgical hagailin', .sonomic rr-rlnerabilifl' and thc threat of
climrrte chlrnge. [nde.rJ, ugent conccrn about these phenomena

brought us togethot tt) Bartrados.
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Solom<.rn Islancls is made up of 962 tslancts with a total
lancl arca of 28,3(>9 squtre kilomctres and a :;ea arca ('Exclu.sive

Ec<;n<rmtc Zcne) of 1.34 milli<tn .square kilometres. We have a
populatic;n of approximaLely 340,000 but growing at 3.4 per cent
per annum - an alarrningrale.I-lowever, approprtate measures
are being taken aimecl at reclucing that. The culture is diverse and.

some 68 different langua ges are spoken including English as the

oflicial lang',aage and Solomons Pijin, being the national
Iangnge. Solomon Islands has the most diverse avifarrna of all
the Pacific Islands excluding PaprnNew Guinea. Solomon
Islands also has a high level of endemism with the longest
lagoon and the highest raised coral atoll in the w'orld.

The employment sector accounts for about 15 per cent
while the bulli of the population live in a subsistence economy,
living offthe land and the sea. In Solomon Islands, people own
the resources including land the forest and the reefs, thus th"y
are fi.e resource o\lTlers.

Ndr Chairrran.

ln a small counw like the Solomons vou can see hou'unir,r
in dirersit-v can form the basis for co-operation and nation
building. If the foundation is there already to be built upon: then
seeking and tbrging of this nerv partnership is driven by political
will and determination of our people. A strong desire to join the
international communiqv to collectivelv pursue and pledge our
commitment to the Programme of Action, is an indication of our
firrm belief in international L-o-operation.
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'Ihc f3urbad<ss l)colaration and thc Aosls crmmuniquc,
b<rth <rf which wcrc gcruxatcrj from tho spirit <>f partncrship
bcgan in Ri' i.s an investment wc want t' makc.

Sincc the Earth Summit in Rir-r, Sol<;mon Islancls as a
Mcrnber,state'f AosiS ancl the choup of 77 as well as the
south Pacific Fonrm has activeiy been engagng n nternational
conferences, cornmittee and prqaratory *ork liadingup to
Barbados. we have been busy at home as well. As a resuit of the
LTNCED process, Solomon Islands with the assistance of SpREp
has produced l.lEMs (lrtrational Envtonment Managanent
stratep) which outlines prioritl areas, actions to be raken ar
national lev-el and identify areas rvhere possible assistance might
be needed from externa.l sources. we have also been involved in
reviewing and enacting legislations relating to utilisation of our
nafural resources both marine and land., cany out structural
adjustment, streamlining Gol-ernment bureaucracv and. w.e are
currentl' rvorking on a plan of action senerated rtm Agenda 2 I .

v/e look fonvard to includiog it our plannins strateg-v- elements
from the Barbados A-ereed, piur, of Action. those which directlv
require action to be raken at national lelel. lvlv ceieeation
renders its full support and ur_ees that it be endorseJby
consensus'It is hoped that the international communitv lvill also
9k. on appropriate action in the implementation of the
Programme of Action includin_e financial commirment.

Solomon Islands aftaches sreat importance ro the enrire
Programme of Actirrn. Developetl counrries rvhi.-h ha'-e publicly
indicated their commitment to the programme of ActrL)n, not only
give us rc'&ssurrurce and hope. but also ,Jeepens mutual
understnndi.-r: neccssan' tbr the tbrging of this ne\\. partnership.
We ttxl pleclgc' tt> do our part in carn'ing oLrt tlrrr rq'sptlnsibilities.
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At this juncturc, acknc.rglccJ.gunnt ancl [ribute must be

paicl t6 Grrvcmmg"nts" tht; UN Secrctariat and agcncic's

Orgonirutions, NGO c(rrnmunity, the mcdia and individr-rals whr-r

have been burning thc midnight riil since [Uo to enbale us t<-r

conclucle the first Global Confsrence with an agreed document'

This is the frst test of intern aLtonar co-operation translated into a

Programme of Action underpinning the very much needed

part"nership whrch rvill clrive us from Barbados and into the 2 1st

Century.

Il4r Chairman,

I like to highlight one erea of highest prioriqv on our

agenda. I am u*ur" that there are other major imtiativ'es being

r:nd.e,rtaken at international lerel: population and development

and, the social sgmmit. these processes I hope rvill form a

cornmon World Action Programme for development - an agenda

for deveiopment. Hon'ev-er- Solcmon Islands places human

beings at the cenue ol concerns of sustainable deveiopment'

Th.r.fore signilicant actention must be gil'en to projecs which

rvill enhance the qualirv of human litb in otg countn" We feel the

follorving elements of human resource development tbrm the

foundation of our concern:

c ap ac it-v b uild in g, Ins fitution:rl s tre ngthenin g,

Poputation control, Famill' as an instifution, women and

r"iroductive health, Child c$re' Food and nutrition, Housing

antl s:rnitation, Disposal of rvaste, Environnenhrl health'

Education rnd training, technotog3 transfer, Adult
oducirtion, Hunt:rn infr:rs trucfu re - cul fu ral deve'klp ment'
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Mr Chairman,
:

Without addressing tho ncsd to devclop the human resouroc

of our country, thc imple:rw:ntation o[ the Programmo of Action,
will be greaLly hampcrcd. We believc there arc certitin basic pre-

rcquisites to develt.rpment one of which is the sustainable

developmant of human beings.

In other w-ord.s sustainable development colresponds to the

development of the human resource of a country. Solomon

Islands recognises the need to address the gender equity and

women in development as a crttical element of human resource

development.

I belier,e that if w'e are going to maintain existing and'forge

new partnershipt w'hether it be in the form of a declaration, a

Programme of Action or a written commr-:nique, our first and

foremost responsibilitv is not finance, though essential it may be,

but the sustainable del'elopment of the human population.

It is critically important to r:nderstand and appreciate the

needs and problems of others rvith rvhom the partnership is to be

enhanced. Barbados should be seen as the fiirst intersection on

the road from Rio. The sreen tight is on. We must not stop here.

Ndr Chairman-

I thank You



Staternent to the Global Conference on the Sustainable
Development of samall Island Develo pingstates

Bridgetotvn, Barbad os, 2 May l9g4

trIr Sione Ton gilava
First Alternate Head of Delegation of Tonga

Mr President, His Excelle:rcy the Rt. Honourable Erskine Sandiford Prine lvfinister and Head
of Governrnent of Barbacos, ExceUencies the Heads ofl States and Heads of Governments,
Distinguished and permanent Representatives of United Nations lvfember Stares, Distinguished
lvfember States of the Unired Nations Regional Commissions, Distinguished Representatives of
the United Nations, Specidised Agences, Distinguished Representatives of Nbn-Governrnerfral
Organisations, Distinguished Representatives of the United Naticns Secretariat for the
excellent organisation of ihis historic conference. Honcured representatives, Ladies and

Gentlemen.

lvfr President, our delegation extends to you with great respects our mcst sincere and hearrfelt
congrarulation on your having being elected co chair this monume::tal anC historic Global
Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Islands Developiig States. please enend
to your government our delegadon's deep appreciarion end admirarion in the farsighted
decision which made your government offereC to inrite the United Narions to hold its First
Global Conference of Sustainable Development of Small Islands Developing States here in
Barbados.

lVe also like to exlend to the pecple of Barbados our mosi sincere _cmtitude for the genuine
hospitdiry offFered to menbers of our delegrtion w'hich surely rvill ocu-upy soft spots in our
hearts and memories for a long time to come.

lvtr President, my stetement is onJy but a preluCe to our deiegation's oP.icial statement which
rvill be delivered by H.E. Baron Vrer, Prime tr[inister of Tonga on Thursdrv afternooq 5th
Nf-ty 199'l during the high-level segment prosnnlme of rhe global conlerence,
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Mr President, when the Brundtland Commission coined the phrase "Our Common Futuren the
small island developing states of the world inclucling Tonga expected a nsy and equirable
global partnership of development criteria to emerge and in particutar the Rio Agenda Zl
declared in the introductory statement in I989 that the General Assembly called for a g)obal
meeting to devise integrated strategies that would halt aad rsr'erse the negative impact of
human behaviour on the physical environment and promote enlironmental sustainable
economic derelopment in all countries. Aad the Agenda 7l Agreements which were
negotiated fwo and a half years before the Rio Earth Summit declared and unanirnously agreed
and approved 27 Principles as the guiding lights for the 2 I st Cenru ry and beyond.

And now Mr President the United Nations in its wisdom'has adopted Agenda 21, and the
world comrnunity, by adopting this political commitment at the higlrest level on der-elopment
and environment cooperation is a key-word on sustainable development and by co-operaiion
the world community must work together to prottrt the fragilities and rmlnerabilities of rhe
physilal and the human environment of the smail islaads developing states and at the same time
strialy adhere to the principles of zustainable development in Agenda 21.

I do not think lfr President that it is '*ise to ignore ihe interests and concerns of the small
island developing states since they were really given the unquestionable mandate by nan:re
itself tiom the beginning of time and history to live, inhabit in an area which is t/5 of rhe earJr
sur."ace. We nust rvork together to safeguard our'common future'.

illr PresiCent, the ..*'orld's great religions do have sacred iiccuments which set out the rules to
gurde the behariours of the befievers of a panicular religicus bod;-. The Christian relieion calls
its book the Holy Bible and my country to a large e]fient is a member of that _soup. \!hat I am
trying to demcnstrate in this moral analogy is the totaliry of rhe belief of the people of Tonga in
the Bible. And norv, our Bible is undergoing another retrrnslation direaly from the Creek ,

Hebrew and the King James English version. This is the t'curth retranslation of the Holy Book
into the Ton-q3,n langurge since its arriral in Tongl l63 1'ears ago. This exercise in only but an

upgreding of the lest transletion into the modern day langurge.

The Bible of the environment was first *ritten in Stockhc.lm in l97l and it rves upgreded into
the mo,lern d.ry lr,ngurge in Rio in 1991, under the title of Agendr 21. [t sets out all the
guiding principles crFsustrinlble Deveh-rpment rrhich is rrhv distinguished leetJers of the n'orld
community tit'm both the dev'elr..ped rnd the rlergtLrping countries, the rich and the poor
countries, thc big lnJ the sm.rll curuntries rnd tin-rl11'thc snr.rll isl:rn'.l dereloping st.ltes.rssemble
here norr in B.rrb.r,los to tln.l rvlrs ln.J mcJns rrt'hr.)\!' to hclp the sustrinablc..levelc.pment of
the .slnrll isl.rnJ J*elrrping st.rtcs.
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Mr Presiclent, this is the first major foltow-up Global Conference after fuo and particu larly to
test whether the Earth Charter declaration of the environmental Bible could be implemented
according to the obligations and dedications agreed to in fuo. The great thing about the Holy
Bible is that the true belie'rers still belicrc A.lmighry God during time of sorrow, during time of
suffering during time o[ danger, during time of turmoil and during time of temptation. But
above all the Holy Bible sa'lsthat it is better to gSve than to receive. Therefore, Rio principle
l6 states that the polluter bears the cost ofl the pollution. In other words it is better for the rich
polluters to give more than to let the small island developing states receive the polluters
greenhouse gases such as CFCs and CO2 to cite only a fe'v. How right and true the Biblical
concept is of bener to give than to receive.

lv{r President, in the Main Commjrtee's debates in Room 2 last week participants started to use
the term 'where appropriate' to the Rjo Declaration for exanple Principle ZZ statx I quote,
"Indigenous people and their communities and other local communjtjes have a vital rcle in
ewironmental i,ranagement and developmerr because of their knowledge and r'aditional
practices. States should recognise and duly -<uppod their id.entity, cuJrure and interests and
enable their eft'ective participation in the achievement of susrainable development,', unquote. It
is now questiond in the debate in the llain Commjnee whether indigenous people could be
employec in the management of regional zustalnable developrnent projecs,

IvIr President, if say 100 yeers from 199-{ to'*'aids the end of the 2lst cenfury in the year 2094
the United Nations will recom'ene the 3l Glcbat Cont'erence on Sustainable Development of
Small Island Developing Srares. Two.Jrings *ill happerg one of good neqs and of course one
of bad news. The good nervs is that perhaps l0 or more will be elevated to the developed and,

the rich countries. The bad new's is that may be some of the low lying island developing states
wiil become dinosaurs and disappear into the seg as the result of more emissions of greenhouse
girses into the atmosphere b.".. the polluters.

lvlr President, trvo of the most famL\us statements of mc.dern histor;- were those given by
Abrdram Lincoln in Geq'sb'erg w'hen he said thrt the -qovernment of the people by the people
for the people shell not be perished frcm the errth end the other by Wiston Churchill w.hen he
addressed the British Hous'- of Comrncns in l9-10 with the oFer of bloo,l, toit. terrs end sw.eet.
These nvo immortal statements w'ere received ..nly rvith token applause. No sten,ling o,,.rtions
but history is still vibrating rrith the prr'rlr-rngltir.n of these tw'o everhsting strtenlents.



trn closing ldr F-resid€rq Abraharn Linoton onca said I quote "T!at my gr€alcst lask whan I
walk, on the garth ic to pluck and uproot tho,rn'bushes from fte giourd and to rep-lant ro3€9,,'

unquote,what acftally whathc rnaurt was not to pollute ths environrnerrt but tqdanelop sound

sustainable developmart hr firnrregenerations !o er{oy, Thank you, Mr Fresident.

t

t



whcrc we ltavc bccomc wiscr ancl thcrclorc accr:ptuJ, that dwelt)pmcnt is not concerncd only
with rapid economic growth and mcetirrg basic human needs; but it also rcrluircs us to indulgc
in using environmcntal resources in a more liugal manner. In othcr words, we are incrcasing)y
being challenged to use, bonserve and enhancc our resource bases so that the ecologicaf
proces'ees on which life depends are maintained, ancl the total qualiry of lil-e, now and in the
future, can be maintained.

In the context of Small Island Devcloping States, sustainable development is a monumental
underraking, but I trust that through our cooperative eflorts here in Barbaclos we will become
wiser, more resilient and be able to come up wirh a "realistic approach,, which will lead us
toward sustainable development. I emphasise realistic approach to highlight the facr that it is
not going to be easy and perhaps ort b*n experience in Tonga as a small island developing
state is common to most island states.

As a small island in the South Pacific, Tonga is beset by a host of obstacles in its endeavour
toward sustainable development. with 172 small islands covering a roral land area of 747
square kilometres, the cbuntry as a whole is not endowed wirh the basic resources whjch are
needed for effecting sustainable development. We have in rhe pasr, in our endeavour to
achieve better quality of fife for our people, put our scarce and ttagile resources at risk. narural
forest cover depleting; soil fenility receding; underground water qualiry is being threatened by

' pollution; and nearshore marine resources overfrshed, bui to name a few. But whilst we were
in these difficuh situations, we were also somewhat ibnunate that inrernational, regional, sub-
regional institutions and organisations did not tail to respond ro our call for aisisrance. Muciq
more of course remains to be done and rve look fonvard ro closer cooperarion with them in the
near future.

With the present emphasis on sustainable del'elopment, we accept that the onus is on us to
rvork torvard this goal. However, Tonga cannot by irself succeed in achieving this goai; it will
continue to need the guidance and assistance of the internarionel community in the tbllorv up
implementation after Barbados. Further, there is also requiremenr tbr the Small Island
Developing States to plav their parts in putting to pracrice the necessary reforms rvhich are
vital tbr sustr'inable development. Whst is therefbre needed ar this point in time is for this
conference to retine the conceptualis:rtion of sustr,inable rlel.clopnlent so that it rvill have
practical lpplicrtion in Smdl Island Developing Stares. ProrirJeti we do rhis, I onl sure rhar the
internltional contntutrity 3rld our respectil'c Snull Isl.r.nd Developring Srltc's will nced to have a
clelr ."\ction Plan in pursuing the goal of sustlinlblc ,levelopnrenr.



AN ADDRES,S BY't.IIE IIONOU[UI]LE PIIJMIi MINI.ST'I,]R
KTNGDOIU OF'TONGA,

BARON VAEA
'TO TTIE GLOBAL CONFERENCE ON THE SUSTATN AALE DEVELOPMENT OF

SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING S'[A.I'ES, BATUIADOS.

Your Excellency, the Rt. Flonourable Primc Minister of Barbados, presi<lent and Most
Distinguished Host lor the Unitecl Nations Cr.rnference on rhe Sustainable Devetopment of
Small Island Developing States; Your Excellency, the'Secretary-Ceneral of rhe Unitecl Nations;
Distinguished Representatives of the Member-States of the United Nations; Distinguished
Representatives of the United Nations Participating-Governmenrs; Distinguished
Representatives of the Non-Governmental Organisations; Distinguished Represenratives of rhe
United Nations-Specialised Agencies; Distinguishecl Represenratives of Inrernational Financial
Institutions; Ladies and Gentlenen.

Mr President, I convey to you and to this historic Summit lvfeeting, greering of best wishes
from'His Majesty's Government and People of the Kingdom of Tonga. It is our most sincere
hope that this conference through your able leadership Mr president, will lay down the
foundation for a realistic translation of the popular concepr of sustainable development for
practical application in the context of Smail Island Devetoping States. 1,Iay I also extend
through you Mr President, to :he Government and People of Barbados, our gratitude for the
generous hospitaliry that has been extended to all members of my delegation. We indeed feel
at home in your beautiful island state and, our experience here will, remain to become fond
memories for a long time. Ifr President, I would like to e.\press to you personally our sincere
appreciation of your kind invitarion to the Government of rhe Kingdom of Tonga to panicipate
in this conference.

Mr President, our gathering here in this small island developing state in the Caribbean region is
a significant indication of our rvillingness to chart a new spproach to integrating environment
and sustainable development in Smatl tsland Developing States. .{s a Small Island Developing
State, we in Tongl have in the past treated these two intrinsic parts of the development
process as separate entities. The emphasis being focussed on economic gro*rh alone; rye were
merell' tbllowing living experien,"e. I em glad that this sanre experience has trken us to ;1 point
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xn conclusion Mr President, tr 'beliet/e lhe rnessage traRsnnitted to us srnail .Island Dweloping
'states fromtheRio Eanh summit Agf'fxlazl, lggz, has besfl.reoeived loud and ctear" andnow' the role of successfirl$ implernerrti;4g ltt will unclsubtedly, be a matter sf universalgotlcerll' I believe the role sf rectification and agenctrrnent of the glsbal manmade adverse
threat to life on board our spaceship earttr, would regrettably be associated with our global
current generation by future resea,r,c.lrers ilnd hist-orians that is, the generaidnrtut oJos*
global development at the adjoining period of the 20rh and Zlst cenuries. trv{r Fresident,
whatever aetions and strategies that we will joirnly decide to takg on rhe theme of our
conference tsrlstalnabte 

dwetopment"n rhal/, a,micable cooperation, cornmitmemt, laope and trust
be always incorporated ints all our endeavours.

Thank you
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lslands are carrlecl fotuarrl to the Washlngton meeting, an4 areaddre-ssed in response to tttF- ,ttotk Ne do he,re.

The U's' has collaboratecl activeLz wlth utiEp to promote thede'zelopment of a Protocol on rana-nasea sources of rnarineporlutlon for the widEr ca:Lbbean reg,ion (under the cartagenacon'zention). rn-a recent meetrng oi ezperts in puerto Ricc , ttt?urged that negot i at i ons on thl; protocol begi n . ttre hope thecountrles of the wider caribbean, lncluding the u.s., will moveforward together to pre'lent further porrution of ou.rraters.
The u-s- also racognizes that climate change and. itsassociated impacts, esiecially sea level rise, are of particularconcern to smal1 island developing states, and we are comrnittedto doing our part in acdressing tnese issue we were the first ofthe industriarized countri.s-Io riiity the Framework conventionon climate chanEe, and Presid.ent cliiton has promised that theu's' will reduce its greenhouse gas emissions to their l99olevels by the year 2oool rnis p-it october, he reieased. thenationar action plan f or cr im.atl changre, which is the u. s.blueprint for achieving this obiective. we are searching foradditional steps we can take to.iriv-o= into tre next century.
The u- s. crimate change country study initiative iscurrentry assisting several iirana govern$ents i.n their efrortsto address the potentiar impacts oi itimate change, iacrud.ing. searevel rise ' The initlatiie p=ovid.es technical assista'ce an.f inancial suilport to conCucl inventories of gr;eerhouse gasemissions, and. to d.evelop aiaptation f:.ans, incloEirrg lnteglated.coastal management ptanning, BS a response to sea r.ever rise, and,cther aspects of climate variability.
rn keeping with t.:e spirit of Rio, thi.s )crninis:ration hasnade it clear that sustainahle devel0pment is a nat:cnaL-criorlty' rt is at the heart of Presid.ent crinton,s estabrisi:.nentof the President's couacir on sustainabre Deveropment, a nat:onaliorum for partnerships amongi public, private and, non-gcvernmentarcommunities to develop nationir stratllies, incruoing sustainablecommunities r

sustainabre deveropment must ensure conservation and,stewardship of naturar resources. For many smalr island, states,coral reef s and thei r reLated ecoslrsterns mang:roves andseagrass beds are the found,ations upon *ni."n rocaliivelihoods, cultures, and ind,eed, iG isrands the.mserves, arebuiIt. In terms of biodiversitl,, these ecosystems are among the:ichest in the worrd, equivarent to th; tropical rain torests oniand



'the heal tlr of these ecosys;tenrs is rapidly tjo:l i::19, 
'.-:;

someestimates,ovcrt'enpo'..,.,toftheworlc!'scoralreefs}rave
been degraded beyond '*.o*,",y, 

and another- tl.lirty percent na}.

face the same fate olet the ne*t ten years' The problems often

result from dezelopment' i;rcluding sedimen-'ation' pollution'
overfishing,andag{:culturaldrainage.Buttheyarealsocaused
by global factors i""ruding climate change and ozone

de'pletion.The:esponse,the:efore,mustbeglobalinscope,one
in which nations join in 

-piit""rships to natt and reverse this
degradation.Theserichresourcesareirnport'ant-!otheglobal
comrnunity, and essen-*iar to-manv islands ploples' t ivel ihoods '

We know ho'* to solve manlz of these probleJns- As Gus Speth

pointed out ".iri". 
at -uhis mee-.ing, cot--t m:ning can be ended'

andmarineprotectecareascanbeestabl:shec.I'ntegratec
co?S+udr zone nanagement can be enproyeg---^ tl:. international
.Co'sunity can wc=k --Ogether to add'ress tlima--e Cnange and Ozoae

depletion. we bei:eve *.n"t through interna-'ional coope=ation'
new prcgr;as ca-n be aeveiap"a l-n rn1cr, ceveloping anc deveroped

countrles work toge--het, 
-il- paiinership' to add=ess the crises

that these ecosl'ste':s now face'

Iencourag:eyoi:to:ead-'he'informai]onbrieisp=asented:1'
the United Sta--es - These iesc::be the gene=al allProach we a:e

taling and mai,1' of ti:e progiaiils we cur;en--'1' s'!:'9port in smail-

islancs, bcth eimes--icalLy ara ::rteraationalllz'

Muchcft:::sconfe=encghasandwil].fccusontheissueoj
financlal :esou:ces to ="pi".i sustainil:'" cevelopment' as thls
issue is a necessar;* an6 cii:icaL component oi the implementatlor
oftheProg:amneojAc-.ron.l',!;.pres:'oent,weallknowthere!s
never e.nough mone!.. This pe=ennial probi-em is also our mcs.i.

serious chall-enge. As Cur government prepared for thls
conference, we locked a*- our cuirent actiYities, with an eyr

towarcscoBpar:ng:hed'raftProgrammeofActiontoourcurren
programs. This lorn?arison was inf ormat ive '

TheU.S.isanajorcontributortodeveioPmentassistancett
smaII island states tnrougn our bilateral assistance' the world

Bank, the regional devel6prn"rrt nanks, anc other rnulti Iatera'
assistance agencies. The u. s. has been verl- proactive with thes

organizations rn prcmoting p"ii.i.= .ld ptol.dures-to ensure tha

the f inancing we p:-ovide truIl' promotes sustainable development '

These lncIude envi ronmentai' impact assessments ' energ

efficiency,andimprovedlntegratedcoastalresourc
envlronmental nanagernent. We think these sound practices should

be: an integral part of ttrci r development assistance activi ties
wc: .rIso welcom<:d Grrs spcth,s catl ror "f Barbados "RencwabI

Errergy'. lnltt.rt-tvc;rntl wOuld urge ttrat rclevatrt tttultllateral 'lrlr'r

I

\



t
bllateral f lnanclng agencLes contrlbute to promoELrrJ gr€)ater useof, renewables ln smalL Leland. r)eveLoplng states.

The world tsank anrJ regLonal development banks representlarge sources of funds fot d.e'telopment. Multllateral developmentbanks should be encouraged to flnance ancl support smallerinstltutlons such as community banks_, smalr scare g:rants andmicroenterprise roans, if implementerr properr.y, (:;)n p::lzi.delmportant new sources of financir-g, rrle ,ifl be vlgllant lnencouraging development assistance organizations 10 which erecontribute to provide assistance aimed. at the sustainabledeve-lopment of smarl isiand de'reroping states. case in point:next week the Asian Development Bank's boara wil-l meet. rrJe shouldwork to prace the small isrand developing states' prograrnrue ofAction on their aEenda.

rnnovative financinq mechanisms are receiving increased.attention, inc_ruding at this conference and recentry at themeeting of the UN Commission on Sustainable De,relopment,s aC hocworking group on finance. we strongly support the exproration ofsuch mechanisms along with the improved effectiveness and thesetting of priorities of existing bilateral and murtilataralassistance toward sustai.rabre devel0pment goal.s. At the same.time, w€ must Inoi/e for*ard to give io*e content and meaning towhat these innovative financing nechanisms are and put them rntopract i ce .

For exanple, like t're Dom:.nican Repubric, the phi.rippiaes,tshutan, Papua New Guinea, Bolrvia and panama have created or arecreating trust fu;cs whcse bcarcs are made up of representat:vesf rom the publ ic and grizate sectors, includi:ig NGO , s . T:esefu'ds are transpa=ant in ope=at:on and accountabiritlz.
My government wan:s ihe comrnission on sustainabreDevelopment to be a vitai mechanism for promoting internaticnalpartnership and cooperation, and we believe that the csD courdplace more e-mphasis on creative national and regionar fundingmechani.sms.

Recent negotiations on the replenishment of the G1obalEnvironment Facility (GEF) have conf irired the intentron of dc-r-,rsto reach the target s2 bilr'on replenishment revel . ihe ,,.L:.predged to provide S43o uriLlion to lrte restructurecl facirity, asignificant cont;ibution. we expect the restructured GEF to pla1,an important role in imprementing tne programme of Action.
The U'S' is taking a new rook at our assistance resources lnorder to become more responsive to the concerns of small isl.anddeveroping states. Moreoi-er, we are prepared to exprore how ourexport finance agencies and trade promotlon programs rnight



contrlbute to the impienrentatiolr of the programmc of Action,through lncreased emphasls on facllltatlng the export ofenvr ronmental ly sound technologies to smal l tsiancJs.

Some of the most lnnovative sustalnable development proJectsare belng undertaken by NGos and local communities. we encouragegovernments to enter into partnerships wlth nongovernmentalgroups in planning and implementing environment and developmentactions. sustainable deveropment requi-res both top-down andbottom-up efforts.
we recogni.ze thet the related challenges of environmentalprotection and sustainable development find sharp expression inthe situation of small island developing states-. These states,Iike all countries, can achieve suitainable development. euiachieving this objec:ive is not easy for any of us. we owe it toourserves to work tcgether for our colnmon good, because we ar1share the risks of failure. This conference is a uniqueop-oortunity to develop a model for sustainable deveJ-opment in thecontext of small islald developing states which can inspire usall' r I'ook forward --o working with you to develop a prog'ramgre ofAction that will iead. to concrele results. Let us predgeourselves to achieve ihis goal.

Thank you.



Remarks of the Honorabre Elinor G. constableAsslstant SecretarT of State
Bureau of oceans and rnternationar sclentrfic andEntLronmental Affairs

United States of p-rnerica
To Theunlted Nations Grobal conference on the sr:stainabre.Deveropment of smarr rsland Developing statesApriL 29, L994

Mr. President, distinguished heads of state and government,ministers, your excellencies, ladies, and gentiemen:

Thank you, Mr. presid.ent, for the opportuniry to add.ressthis conference. on beharf of the u.s allegation, r want toexpress our most sincere appreciation to the people of Barradosfor their warm hospitality ald, reacership i.r, 6.E.rrizLng thisconference.

At the Earth sr-:-nmit in Rio, the peoples of the wortd, made itknown that we ar-l belong to a singll g1oba1 com.urunity. To besure, our countrres come in d:fferent siies anc shapes. some arericher; sone are more populous. But ',;e .r" .ri--iit.r.onlected;what each does affects others. we scmetimes hear i.t said. thatthe probLems small island developing states iace from climatechanEe or the challenges they conficnt in pu:suing sustainabledevelopment are the sa*g as we mighr facL :.n the u.s. Thissurely is not so. The problcms are ai=-jerent. irihat is tFre semei.s the risk: the risk to our global ccmrnunitl, if we do not takecare of our envj.ronment, ii we d.o not sa-eg,uard. the futurethrough the sustainable deveJ.opment cj alr c: our nations and,peoples -

we decided at Rio that we must have a commonef f ect ively with the reI ated, probl erns ofdevelopment. we recognized that norte of us canalone.

UNCED carled for this conference on susta:.nabre d,evelopmentof small isrand developing states to bring special attention tothe probrerns that smalr-isrand.s face as they look to the future.we have worked closellr with you through the rast year to identlfvthe special concerns of smitl islani d.everopi"g'-siai;=^;;;'^i;build partnerships to address those concerns- wor.king togetheron these vttal issues is of utmost importance to the u.s. and tothe success of all our futures

agenda to deal
envi ronrnent and
accomplish this
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/rS a mcnlbcl' of bot. lr t. ltr: C;tri l;trr-:;rn r,JrJ j on irnd the Pt i f rregion, the u-s. has a vcry rear partncrship with many smalislanrl developing States. we have been ciosely tiecl to malisrand states in the caribbean and the pacific for or rcentury. we draw from our experiences in puerto Rico, the u.svirgin rslands, Guam, American samoa, the Commonwealth of tfNorthern Mariana lslands, Palau and the sta';e of Hawai i . hesisrands and their people face many of the same problems E tl-independent and freely associated states of the paci ficcaribbean and rndian ocean regions. For example, we have t^ rkewith our insular areas to develop new prograns aimed specifi al1at protecting invaluable coastal resources, including cora
reefs ' The lessons learned from these and other experienc s icoastal zcne manage,ment are being drawn upon as we suppor th
membe:s of the south ?acific Regionar Enzironment progra. itheir developnent of an integratec coas:al zone manaqe:aen
scheme.

The smaLl j-slands oevelopi.ag States Prcgramme of Action c€and rnust be seen as a mooel for the rest of the wor I iimprenenting the goa!-s o: the earth sr-:-amrt.:,,je intenc ro tak thresul:s of th:. s con =e=ence f orwa:d in our b:. l ate=aI an
mult:- iateral reiationsr:ps . -Ls Ambassacor wensley said t- he
remarks earlier this **ee.\, "we know ihat srnaLl isla:rds hav bip=ob)-ens, but :n aod=essing ihe:-r problemc we ca:r help jin
soLut:ons for problems :hat are not u:rique :o israrc st3-ueS buwhich are of profound inportance for us all." The wisdom o heobservat:on has been :ecogmized thrcughout this conierence Thsusta:nahLe developmen: of sraall istand cevelopiag states iimpor:ant to aii of us.

The Prog::amme of Action must not Decome just an-the
document sitting on a custy shelf. Insteac, Let ii becomo thship we use to navigate our way to colrabo:ative, c:eative anconcrete resulis reflecting mutual comrnitnent to sustai :bI
cevelopment in smarl island deveroping sta:es. My country i
comrnitted to developing a progrannme of Action that is )otpractical and meaningful .

we want to ensure that this conference is part of thcontinuum of world activity following Rio, that it builds rpo,the work that has been done and contributes to the work :r_: t,come. As the fi rst conference to address the specr fiinplenlentation of Agenda 2L , i t is crit.ical If important to f . :ur,discussions in many a::enas. of particular interest to :hi
conference is the upconlrng UNEP Intergovernmental Conference olthe Protectioll of the Marine Eltvi ronment f rom Land rse'Actl vi ties. The U. S. wr I I hosc thls ueeting in Novernbcr l9 i irWaslti:tgton. We shoulrl work to ensure tfrat the issuas f aci ng slraI
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Thatk yr2,J tit. prime l4ini 3ts_"t and rlisb,inguished delegates.

r standinE here on this bea':tifu1 island it is hard topicture Lhe charlenges fa:ing smair island eeveioping sr:atesEhai ha'tz been idenEif iec during the past b..ro ,,raeks. The ideaof. an island i:. freguent,lT assoiiaEeo in the nunin nind withref uge f rom orcinary car€s. zut .nz reaLize Eha; Coaay inanysna11 islancs face,unprec"cen:ed threats to their environmentand tremendous challenges in t::ei r ef f orts Eo achie,re
su stai nacle de'tel_o_omenE .

The Eareh sunnrit rec:gnized taese probiems and caLled forthj.s conference to be heL: in orcar to uring 
"p".iir atieniion -to the probIens f acing th= sma11 isrand aevirop:-ng_-rtates . ou rderegatrons have '*orked hard a::c irell throughou: it "=. pasE twoweeks to idaltif y ano def :.ne tee specif ic c6nce:ni--and needs ofthese nairons.

.or^_I?l: 
we nust turlt ou: atteni:on Lo.impleme:Eing a sound,-r!=esr 7= vr-o$ran of actrc;r thaL can help ersure ghe sustarnablede''eLognent of smaLl isLa:d si:tes. As !s cLea: f ron the workione thus f.ar , this wii-r :equi:e a concertec ani sus;ained:rterna::.onal comtr:.tmeni. lio.r3ve:/ it i.s also clea: frcm IheAitan:c a= t.h! ' g.;ge v- ur,€s€ past two ;eeks thai there is no lack ofcorntTl:.t,me:t to takJ.ng action ii tl:s area.

Fi:st we must begin'*ith clinate clange, w:ich, with irspotentia: for sea iever r:ser pr€s-crts sucI a fcrbicciinE
Prospect ior ihe iuture o: man:/ snall isLani ststes. The Unitecstates ccnsicers addressi:.-o c11ma:e change --o be a very nighprioritl'and we are commii:ed t,o a globai partnershi.o in thisarea. As a initiai siepr '"i€ a:e committed to Liniting u.s.g,reenhouse ges em:ssions to th:er 1990 revels bi ah; yeai 2000.we urge all deveJ-o.oed couicries to take Ehe ste.is necessary toachieve thei r nat,ional connitnents f or f irniti;;--"'niisions th!scenrury.

However, we recognize E,hat even ii Ehese measures areimplemented, aEmosprreric concertraeions of greenhouse gases willconEinue to grow, thus increas:ng Ehe potenEial for sea levelrise and oEhe:_severe glohal conieuuence". we therefore beLieveinternaIiona] discussions need to Segin now wiilr regard to whaEsteps shululd be taken for che FerLod af t,er the 1:"ii'2000. .\strong, susta:;red program of alsion in the area of cfimaEe
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ou?-break ot cotal rleaching in ?cench poLynesLa is 1u:tL one no1e3L'tn ot' Ehe serioti.:nrrss oE this problem. - sorne ,iut""" estimaleLr'aL t'en percenE ol all coEaI ree?s ha're been er2gs4rlqrl neTo;;--E2r:overy, and anotne c LhLttT percenE will be in peril 0ve7 Eher.qte ten bo twenEy Zears. ?his is of. particular concern io ugnzre because cotal ceef.s atz an esseneial resouree ba:;e fcr E,nes':3tainable dTvelopment of nanr small isrand states, and a rLcAr?source of bio-djzersLLy, ke! r-a the discovety of neu foods,2:cet, f uel and pharmaceueicals 2or our childrin anrlg:andchi ldren. 
,

The united staLes belizva-s that we nust aLL begin t.o wotklcaether now to halt tnis alarmlng Erenc. As a firie step ini:.i s ef f ort, I ?tn.pleased. lc anr.cunce that the Uniteri sEaies i.siz'te roping a mulEiiaceEed corar ?.eef rn:tiative. plans tor iisc.te erements incl:de strengthe::ing countries' capa-i:y tcp:2serve, rnanage, and protect such ecosTstems, and impiovingr:search and moniE:ring for manaEement and sustainabLe
"z'telopment. As t.:is rnit:_ative becones more f uily ceveloped,'i? will invite par:nersnips with other countries ane enti:ies,::cl-uding non-gove:nmental otganizations, in whai wj_rL need tc -
eecome a truly int:rnational eficrt.

terna;:onal_
ersess:onal_ nee:inE
on Sus;ainacle
us atiention on coral
for substar.trve ani

cooperaie i::
an aCi:ess tae t;:rea:s
coasta_ zone
danenteL chaLle::ges io
d sca:es.

I^Ie inlend to ::rvite key cou:ttries, ino:ganizations, anc NGo,s to a p:cgosed rntu:cer the ausgices of ihe U.N. Cemmission
D€7elopmen: by earl1r i995. ?,ie hcpe fo focree; ecosystems ani prozide an cpporiu,nityp:agnaEic disc:rssi.c:r acou; lo,* r=- ca:r a1Lp:ciecting Ehese v::a1 resources. ::- we c'"c coral- reefs, 1j.<e ma:ine gol_.:tion andie;radaiion, we wi_1 also acdress manv fun
::: sustai;:able de;eJ.oilne:':.: oi srall_ islan

_Finariy, ii we are to real::e all tle ambi!:ous goaJ_s se!a\,"L rlrr ri ^^ Flv-- qu!rir-q Lnese pest Luo l'eeks, a urifieci inte::ratioial eifo:!n':.iL be needed. T:is wrl-l :ncLuje a: un_orececen:ed degree oiccoperabion among::re major funi:ng sources for susta:nablec:velopmeni, inclui:ng bilacerar donors, multilai.eralce';elopnenl banks, and Ehe prlva;e sector . rt w:l_l requi:e whatP::-me Minister Saniiford so weli descriped this norning o:r a 
"*"cc;lcept of mult i-leceraLisn. r t wi rr requi re new andi:lagi.nat.ive forns ci financiirg, :ncrudin{ aeut fo: narure,pu:1ic-privaee par::rerships, ani the prornise oi inE,erLectuaL

-D:Ogerty protecliol combin:c wit:: Ehe enormous palrimoay,.romna:ure's diversiEy. rt wirl require Ehe full engatemene oii'lu'i-governmenlal 0:Eani:at:.Jns, some of ihe mose-eifeclive andc:eaEive insEiE,utiu-ils available:o carr!'out the mandate oisustainable develop;nent and, at:ne sarne Iime, to horc
Ev\\'e rnments accoUn:eble. .\ild f :,.m oUr rDerSpeL-Eive f f om E:leLr;:: ied sE ales of Anerica, i: wiLl requi:e whab F:esi,ce:rt cli ntcna:.i Vice presidenb .lore have caLled i nerrr partne:ship: we Iook



MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT, NOIJS CONSIDERONS CETTE
CONFERENCE MONDIALE SIJR LE DEVELOPPEMENT DURABLE DES
PETITS ETATS INSIJLAIRES EN DEVELOPPEMENT COMME UNE
OCCASION FORMIDABLE DE NOIJS ENCAGER AVEC D'AUTRES
PARTENAIRES SPECIALEMENT ET EIELUSIVEMENT SIJR NOS
DIFFICULTES. IL S'AGIT EN EFFET DE LA PREMIERE FOIS QUE LA
COMMIJNAUTE INTERNATION'ALE SE CONCENTRE AINSI SUR LES
PETITS ETATS INSULAIRE'S.

LA REPUBLiQUE DE VANUATU EST L'UN DES PETITS ETATS
I}iSULAIRES DU PACIFIQUE SUD. I\ioUS soMMES PETITS PAR
}iOTRE POPULATION ET NOTRE SUPERFICIE ET NOTRE SURVIE
DEPEND ENTIEREMENT DE NOS RESOURCES BiEN LIMITEES.
MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT, NOTRE TROISIEME PLAN QUiNQUENNALDE DEVELOPPEIIENT . 1992.1996 - RECOUVRE TROIS THEMES
MAJEURS:

i ) LE DEVELOPPEIVIENT QUi CONTRIBUE A L'AUTOSUFFISANCE
ECONONMTQUE;

2) LE DEVELOPPEITF}IT QUI A.\IELIORE LA QUALITE DE VIE DE LA
POPULATION RURALE:

3) LE DEVELOPPE}IEN*T QUI ABOUTIT A
LES REGIONS.

EQUILIBRE ENTRE

PI USIEURS PRINCIPES PRT.\LA.IR.ES O}.iT ETE RECO}ftL{,NDEES A
TOUS LES INTERVENANTS AU PROCESSUS DE DEVELOPPBIENT
POUR ASSURER QUE CES THEMES SE TRADUISENT DANS LES TOUS
LES ASPECTS DE LA PLANIFICATIO}.I ET DE LA MISE EN OEUVRE
DES PROJETS. CES PRII{CIPES SONT LA DURABILiTE, LA
PARTICIPATION COM}IUNAUTAIRE, LTETABLISSEMENT DES
PRIORITES. BIEN QUE BEAUCOUP DE Ni.VANUATU DES REGIONS
RURALES ONT EU .{CCES A L'EAU POTABLE, AUX SOINS DE
SANTE, AUX ROUTES ET AEROPORTS, DIAUTRES AU CONTRAIRE
ONT PERDU ACCES A CES INFRASTRUCTURES. POUR AVOIR UNE
REELLE VALEUR, CIEST.A-DIRE UN iNIPACT A LONG TERI\IE, LE
DEVELOPPEIIIENT DOIT ETRE DURAB LE. LE DEVELOPPEilIENT NE
PEUT ETRE DURABLE QUE SI LES BENEFICIARES (DU VILLAGE AU
PLUS HAUT NIVE.\U DU GOUVERNE}IENT) T\IENT ETE INIPLIQUES
D.-\NS TOUS LES ETAPES DU PROCESSUS DE DEVELOPPENIENT, As'\volR: L'tDENTIt"'lc.\TIoN DES BESotNS, LA DETERIItNATIoN ET
L.\ tvllsE liN oliuvltE DES PRoctt.\NlruEs AINSI euD L.\ cr\pAC[rE A
ENTRli'f ENIIt E't r\ tvl.\tN't'ENIR Clis pROJIi,fS.



SOI,I ET'E:ELLENCE L'IIONOR ABLE ERSKINE 
^SN NDItrOTtD

PREMIETT M(NISTRE DE LA BARBADE

ET PRESTDENT DE CETTE CONFERENCE

EXCELLE}ICES

DISTINGUES COLLEGUES

MESDAMES ET MESSIEURS,

JE VOUDRAIS ME JOINDRE AUX DISTINGUES COLTEGUES QUIilI'OI'iT PRECEDES POUR VOUS rrrrCrrrN-, IVIONSiEUR LEPRES'DE}i-? POUR VOTRE NO}trNATTO.'iX TA}.'T QUE PRESIDENTDE CETTE PREMIENT COIiTER:NCE .N'OO;OHI,E SUR LE;iljffiflH#. ounaarr DF.s pErrrs rlars iNsuLArREs EN

JE SAISIS CETTE OCCASION POUR VOUS EXPRIMER NOTREAPPRTCIAT'ON ET NOTR'-GN*TTTUDE Ei-i COUVERNEil'ENT AINSIQU'AU PEUPLE DE LA BARBADE POL:R *O]O'N B'EN VOULUACCUEILLIR CETrr COr.irrNEICE rr POUN L''{OSP'TALITE QUIi:ys Esr AccoRDEE punel+r NorRE s'Joun DAN' vorRE BEA'

MONSiEUR L.E--IIESIDENT, LE SOilIVIET DE RIO DE JANEIRO SI199? A NECESSITE PLUSTTUNS .T.NNEES OE1.*rUET'., DEUX ANNEESVONT BIENTOT S''.OU'E;. DEPUIS EUr NOUS NOUS SOMMESREUNIS A RiO N*ON'-i' CADRE OE- r,E CONFERENCE DESNATIONS UNIES SUR T,'TXUi*ONNL\TENT ET LE DEVELOPPE}IENT.C'ETAIT DLIRANT CETTE COY.1r*rNCr b'i NOUS AV'ONS REUSSIA SENSIBILISER LA CO*"N;UXrUrE rXiERN.*TIONAIE SUR LESDIFFICULTES QUI NOUS A.CANTEI'T ET SUR NOS. SOUCISPARTICULIERS. L'INITIATION . DE LA CONFERENCE DE L{BARBADE A NECCESS'T'- 
-iO 

COI'TRIsUTION DE NONIBREUSESOR.ANISi\TIONS TANT .OUVERXei,U,Vt.*feS eUE NON_COLIVERNEITENTT\LES, DES MEDIAS NTSJT QLIE DE L.\ BONNEVOLONTE DE CERTAiTVES-iON'iS PERSO,VN..\LITES. NOTIS SO&IMESI'rErritEL;'\ D'.\votr pu aontrniut,uo .\uN nruensus NUcocTATIONS
ilJi[H.,,,|,l,i!Jif'ol,..lilr;;N;E Du c'.rrri cL,Nr,ERu,v"E- iun LE



IIQTJVtrr.LES TORMES I'IOVN 'I'RTCIiS DE PAII,TENARIAT Ei'.I'rRE LESPEIJPLES. (JN TEL PNR'|EI'IARTAT DQIT SE REPERCUTER .,USQT]'AIJNITEAU DES COMMUNAIJTES LOCALES QUI TNFLUEITCENTPITOFONDEMENT LA VIE DES pETJPLES . L'ABOUTISSEMENT DE NOSDELIBERATIO}IS DEPEIID E}IORMEMEilT DE LA COOPERATIOI, Q'ENOTJS POURRONS ETABLIR AVEC LES PA'TS ET INSTITIJTIONS
BA ILLEURS DE FONDS EI'I VUE DE LA MiS E EN OEIJVRE DUPROGRAMME D'ACTION.

POIJR LA REPUBLIQUE DE VANUATU, }IOUS SOUHAITERIONS VOIRLES CONCRETISATIONS DE NOS DECISIONS A TOUS LES NIVEAUX,A SAVOIR AU NIVEAU LOCAL, REGIONAL ET INTERNATIONAL . LAMiSE EN OEUVRE DU . PROGRA.}IME D'ACTION ADOPTE ABRIDGETOWN NECESSITERA NOTRE ENGAGE}IENT CONTINUE AINSIQUE CELUI DES BAILLEURS DE FO}IDS, TOUT EN ACCEPTANTIVOTRE RESPONSABILITE A ASSURER LA MISE EN OEUVRE DUPRocRA.\filIE D'AcrIoN, Nous souHAITERioris euE L'AccES AUXFACILITES DISPONiBLES DANS LE CADRE DE CE PROGRAVIMENOUS SOiT FACILITE, PLUS PARTICULIEREMENT AU PROFIT DECES . PETITS ETATS I}ISULAIRES LES MOINS AVA}{CESECOI,IOMIQUEMENT ET LES PLUS VUL}{ERABLES ECOLOGIQUEMENT.}IOUS AVIONS ACCOMPLI DES PROGRES DEPUIS LE SOMMET DE LATERR,E ET NOUS CONTINUERONS A AGiR. DANS CE SENS APRES LACOI{FERE}ICE DE LA BARBADE.

}{OUS AVONS APPRIS DE NOS PR,OPRES ERREURS ET DE CELLESDE -\-os voislNs. ),ious sERoNS DESOR,IIAIS FERMES A NE pASENGAGER NOS RESOURCES A NOTRE DESAVANTAGE. AU TER,MEDE CETTE CONFERENCE ET LORSQUE NOL:S QUITTERONS LABAR3ADE, PUISsoNs-Nous \-ous RAPPELER euE Nos ILES, euE)ioTR,E iIIONDE NOUS Oli'T ETE LEcuFs AFIN QU'A NOTRE TOURNOUS LES LEGUIONS AUX GEIi ERATIONS FUTURES. NOUS NESOUHAITONS PAS, J'EN suls coNvAlrfcu, euE Nos GENERATIONSFUTURES SOiENT LES VICTIMES DES DECISIONS ETDEVELOPPEilIENT D'AUJOURD IHUI.

JE CONCLUERAIS , MOI,ISIEUR LE PRESIDENT, EN CITANT LABiBLE: ''DIEU A CREE L'HOMI\IE AFIN QU,IL PR'TEGE SESCREATIONS ET QU'IL NE LES DETRUISE,'.

r\IONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT,
ENCELLENCES,
IIESDAIVIES ET IVIESSIEURS,

JE VOUS REilIERCIE DE VOTRE ATTENTTON.

soN EXcELr.liNcE L'ttoNon.\B LE lvr,\xtt\rE c..\rtLo.f r(oRf\r..\NPItEIlllutt t\ttNIS'fltu DE L,\ t*iptrut,t(JtJti Dti v..\Nt.rr'fu
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llIr I>rc:;iQunt,

Samtia is prr,ud:tn,J h,rn,s,trcd lrt be hcrc.

May I say that it is :r rtatter of the grcatcst :;atisfactir:n to rn'/ delegaLion to
:iec you, Sir, prcsiding ry;el this histonc Confcrcnce. It git,::, nie the particular
honour, on behalf of the Samr.,an Gr-r';ernment and our petrylc-, to sayhow dee,ply
grateful we are fctr the ';armth of our rexeption in Barbados and the hospirz,liry
acqrded us all. Flovr rlpical csf a small island to gi,e in such larze measure.

We are he;ebecaur" orthe acllcT ledgments and ccramitnenis we, the
international comrnuniqv, made in Rio. S/e ackno*ledge-i in Pnnciple 6 of the
Rio Declaration that the special situation and neeCs of developing countries,
particularly the least CevelopeC among rhern and those environraentally
rulnerable, shall be gven special prioriry'. The siruation and neCs of smail
island developine sLates, in our f ie'#, fail '*'ithin Principie 6, by *hate','er manner
of reading, be it the letter or rhe spint of the Principle. Llnder Agenda 21 it is
clear that small isiand deveiopilg staies. and islands supponing snail
communities are a social cese both for enlironmeat and de"'eloDnent.

The acknorvlisnen-s :'nade are cl-,ar. Th.)'are realisiic. alci ihev are

acknon'ledglrens of responsibilities. This is a Con-ferenci about
responsibilities. For aU of us - srnall stsie (tor it must L'eer ihe prhaq,'burden)
and laree. developing and Cevelop'ed pGcr and rich. island ald non-island. The
q'orld comnunitv ca!,not c!-\ndnue *ith is Freseni q'aslelul ald eari.cnmentally
damaging consucrption hatit-. and lii-e-qles. For the smali island ,Jeveloping

states. there is added ursenc\'. tl.'r ecolosical disturbances a::d thiecis r-rf climate
change are reel enoush.

Frorn their positir',n of disadvantc.se, small island staies heve had to seek
c-''ut pladbrms and trr rs,ise high their voice. Together \\'e nrust coniinue to do so

in Barbados. and stter ts3rbsdos. If st times there is enrertirrn in thst loice. it is
beceuse to islenders their islsnds ere. first snrons all els.'. a filaftc'r deep of the
hesrt.

Srnrll islan.J i1.'lgllrpins stttcs tlcc e rsnqr'of hen.licsps. nr$nv quitc
scvcrc'. 'flt.'r' crc' c\olt\\ictllv tilgil.' :rrrd vttlrtc'rcb,lc an.J ltsvr' lll thc'

cttvirottntcrttll crisr's lrnJ chrllr'rrgcs of trthcr.!c1'slllpirtl. ctrutttriq'S r.'r\ncctrtrstcd
irr rr liruitr'rl hlnd .rrcil. Ccrtrriulv thcv rrrc rnr.rSt $cutc irr snurll isllrr.Js. lvlltrtv tbcc
thc thrcnl rrt'scr,r-k'r'cl nsc th.rt crrrncs rrith qlrrbrrl slrrnrirrs..rnJ thc possibiliq'tlf
rlclrtstrttirrtt. MtrSt lnrpiclrl islrtrt.ls. lik.' tttv r\\\'n. nr)\V r'\|c'11r'nt'c' thr' tllt\rc



immcdiate impacts c-,,f increasillg lrcqrr ency of cycloncs, str-,rms nnd hurijcanes
associated with changing weather pafterns. J-hese events cause major set backs
to socio-economic dev.elopmcnt. $'e know, because my o*n country has gone
through the experiencl of f+;o severe cy'clones *'ithin the past four years.

The characteristics of small island developing states constitute critical
impediments to their sustainable development efforts. It u.'ould be ilrong ro
underestimate these, and wrong also to ignore the erlernal factors which ."lse
theqr. The environment of the Pacifc is under threat from practices and events
that have their origin outside the region, including clirnate change and the
transbounCary movement of wastes. There is immense diversity in our part of
the world, u'ith over 2000 ecosl'stems includin g floraand fauna found norvhere
else in the world. In some islands more than 90 per cent of the endemic plants
are now rare, tlteatened or extiact. The ecosl'stens under particular threa\ and
which are also of global mnsera'ation significance, are rhose which make up the
region's tropical rainforests, coral reefs and wetlands.

We in the Paiific, indeed all island peoples, have a deep and critical
atlachment to our environment. The living natural resources of small isiand
countries, including the surounding ocean, are the basis for subsistence and for
economic. sociai and cultural weii b"iog. Our traditions of environmenrel
husbandr-r'bear the eieate$ respect for nature's bountl'anC sustainabiliry'fcr the
long-term sun'ival oi'our people. Wiih rhe *'arming climslE and rising seas all
'.his ,lili be losl our lands together rri-rh our liring cultures.

A cleaq sai'e and heahhy- rnarue ecosvstem is riuJ io all small island
developing states. ln,Ceed, ro all of us. It is ivhl'the Pacific couniries are
making a significant and determined efon io be activelv eegaged in the United
l'Iations Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highiy'Migratorl'Fish
Stocks. \\'e support a strong and positive ou'-rome from that Contersnce, as we
do the international quest to determine an acceprable intemational code tbr
responsible fishing.

It is also $'h1'the Pacific counffies lead their stronsest suFrport to the cs.ll
tbr urgent sction to stop the depletion of liring resources in the mgrine sreas.
Onll'da}'s ago FAO denounced. and we thsnk them t.-rr doing so pubticl)-, the
fact that the principal commercial mgrinc species are b.cing devastated b1,
mc'dern subsidised fishing tleets rvith their sophi-sticated advanced technologry..
\tVe gre especiallv cr)1g.s*.d becsusc the rr.eters rrf the par-ific islen,Js constirute
thc'largc'st mna tishing arer i'iclding rrver S5 pcr r.'ent trf the rvc-,rid cctch.
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Ii,cuu';c llvq t4tl.ir n'; ,trc Iinritcd, thr:rc ure 'rlaJ(')r 'tntl ri 'tn1'l':'t chtllcngu:t

trr plirnnin B and rrt irnplam,:nling su:jt;rinab.lc cJuvelopmcnt frt :;miill i:;land

dcvcf r,pin ,j:;t ttc:;. l.nd thurr arc scriou.s c(rflstraint:; in mcctin'4 thc;e challcngcs

rvjth,rtrt thc c,t,>p,rrutirn itr'd as:;;slunce of thc inlcrnalft,nal crrmrnunity' 'fhc very

I'act rf ()u7calherin'4hcre in this global ccsnfer':ncc trl or'n:;ider the :;rt;t;inable

devclr)pmrnt rrf trult i:;lan,j:;dc,icloping s[atu:; is ctcar leslimr-tr/ ir., ihe need for

internatirtnal cocrpeTxlirtr't and f'.,r partncrship. It is the r'n|y v;a'y frtrx'ard'

Let me addthar it is nr-it simply the complejry and nr't simpllr the

constraints that w.arrantthztaoperation. It is because of the causes and the

responsibiliq"'ior r+'hai hashappened to our w'orld and fcrr r,r,.hat isheppening- It

is because of the interdepcdence that no'x binds all countries a::d peoples. For

surely r,rhat is measur.J out to small island de';eloping stz.tes must reap results

for us all.

V,'e reafise ihat ihe fbrging of partnerships is set for consideration at the

High-Le',.e1-Segnent, and oui leaders ilill pronounc€ on that inportant therce in

due time. But allorv me to sa)'at ihis juncture ihat an1' par-,nership for

sustainable deveiopment rrust be baseC on muiltal responsibiliry' \ot aid-

These are diffcult and recessionary iines. Ti-ue. But u'e subn:it that the

international supporr aeeciec ibi sustainable ,Ceveiopment is a reech b'e1ond aid

and the Lrnciing oideveloprnen! aid projecr.

T-e pannenhip tha: n'e speak of cennot b,e a panrership of equals. for the

ingredie::rs of equeli+'are tot Cr.r*. There ate too men)'Cispar-ides bem'een the

rich anci ihe pcor. t'enveen -ie iarge and ihe sa:ail. But *'e ihini.- it nusr be a

true and an equirable p*rtleiship oi elobai concein. to tbster ei'*tive
cooperadon srnr.'ng sutes and societies. Cleerir'. there is necd to reL'irgnise the

rulnerabilities of smail islsnd developing states . and tr.r sllcrr\ tbr rheir

capacities. There ere elso imp*rrtent parbaerships thet \\'e must tbrge at the

nationsl anC regie'rnai levels. rrith snd among non-governmenbl trr$sni-sations.

\\'onren. and 1'outh in pani..ulsr. Their expertise. commitntent and vitalin' must

complernent the endeavouts t-rf natitrnal governments.

Fr.rf rrur prrrl Sentrr:l tccc-Fts thr-' primaq' resgtrnsibilin' ti'tr its enrirountent

snd trrr thc. SgSt;tinctl.. il..1gl1rprlent triits islan.ls. Wc L'etievc in p'ct'tple-centrcd

rJc.r.cltrFnrerrt un,l thc ncctl to instill crrd cultir'rtc'3 cttlntrc rrf sustrittubiliry'and

sc.lt'-rc.lisrrcc. \\'c. Sr.c this ss r.ul cssc.ntirl lspc'.'l rrf c'tlvirrrtttttc'ttt:tl rcsponsib'ilin'.

It is rr.hr \\'c. h:lvr.. sincc. Rirr. dcvclog**d ll conlprchcnsivc nstitrttltl cttvirtrnntcnt

1lill:Iqr.lllclt strlltcgr. trrt.l h$r^c. tltkcrt st('ps trr:tJhcrc lrr kcv intr'nrlttirrrtsl

c()nvcntirrnS :trr.l l..rlrrkr. glft in irttc'ntrttitttllll L'ntlstlltllti\\tl.s. [ltti t\t'r\0ttlJ oc\xl

tt,r t)\\.1 yl\ t\\ trrrr irr:rt,ititr'. rrlrrrrc. tirlly lyrtl prtrpcrlV trr irttl'tl.'111.t1t \\tlr ttlttirrttlrl



slrategy. Lil:e many rAhcr small island developing states, certainly ihosc that we
know in our part of the world, Samoa lacks thc capaciry and the technical abiliry
tofullyundert.akcthctask.Inallfr;rn}nessir.encedhelp.

All small island developing states need assistance. In many fields. And
none more so and more critically than in the area of human resource
development and capacitJ building. Wid,e-ranging skills are needed and all
sectors of the community must be engagd. Technological capaciry, scientific
research, planning and sound manzgement *'ill be among the principal areas for
aftention. Technolory, the right technolog,v, is indispensable, Flueation and
training will be the key. Th.y rr'ill open ihe u'ay to self-reliance and the creation
of a pool of indigenous talent that can adapt and innovate - and who can, and
must [ake over from foreign consultanls. We are told of the startling fact. that
over 90 per cent ef lgshnical assistance - now lalued at rlore than S12 billion a
,vear - is spent on foreign consultants w'ho come in the natfe of national capacity.
building.

Much, indeed, w'ill depend on the effons of smail island developing states.
But thel' desen'e and require an internadonal rystem thai lends strong support to
these efforts. Theie is an oveiall need to effect ihe transiiion to sustainab,le
developnenl and to reduce rulaerabiliqr'.

The paiticuiar urinerabiliry of sn:dl island developing s-*tes ro drug
activify-- and the impact of that actir.iry on their developrnent has beer mentioned
in this debate. We have it to-om the iJniied Nations iniernational Drug Control
Program that right norv, and increasing,il', the Pacific islaad ccuntries are -heing
used as drug traffickins transit poh'is. Drugs in the hands of international
criininal elements and monel'Iaunierers have the grirn potential to cause social
and economic catastrophe. it is a sinister threat that all must recognise, and
act against. We must achiere the level trf cooperation necessarv to enhance and
make mr)re rieilant the internationel reciprocal arrangements in crin:inal and
judicial matters that are non'in pla.-e. Above all. q'e must move to esplore more
sustsining and viable development possibilities.

The u'eaknesses end rulnerebilities of smsll islanci developinq ststes mean
that thel'must have substentially'incree-red international supporl on a sus'rsined
and depcndable basis, to enable them tt-r build the capacities and the stronger
and more diversified econcrrnies thc'r'require to efrect thc transition to
sustainable develt'rpment snd t.) reduce their rulnersbilin'.

The Progrsnt oiActitrn tbr the si:stsinsb'lc develc.lmcnt .rf snrsll islsnd
dcvclttpinq stetcs tr) c()nlc trut c)f this Ctrnt'ercncc is a vitel step torvsrds this.
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flr l'rc:;idcnl, yt111 ',',il|l:rr,,,ti llr,nt rlv: dr:tll nt..vt l>cing nctrAittlt,,d thlt
.substantial parts rrf thc draft f'rrtgram ri'hclkn urc letl>c undcrt;t l:cn at thc
nal,ional llvcl. lli'ahtly :rt,ln:causc tlterc tic:; th,: printrry tc';p(trt:;ibility. It
dcrncn:;tr:rtc:; lhc c()rrtrniirnenl ()f' :;mall i',land de','eh,ping:itatc:; tr> tht'.vhut they
c'.ln.

Iile thinl: u'e have the mal:in !::, rf .a srtund ?rtnram r,f l.,C'.ion But one of
our o\^.n concerns is io ensurc thc Prr,grarn itself is sustaiilzble. In m't region,
sustainable development has beerr the pri;rcipal focus of the South Pacific
Regional EnvironmentPrc,gram (SPPJPi. SPPJP has been prr;mineat in the
preparatory process c;f the Conference, and,',*ill no doubt naed io continue to do
so hereafter. The oi-ganisation has been r,f inr.'aiuable assistance to all of us
small island states rspreseiced at this Co;ference. Samoa belie;es that SPREP
and other like bodies dedicated to sustaiaabie cie','elopmen: are esseniial to the
regional instirutional rrechanisms to suorort the Program of Action. SPREP is
alreadl'the vehicle for a high degree of efective cooperation anong the Pacific
states asd, some major doSor countries. as '*ell as the UnirC Nations rystem.
Its responsibilities tbr sus*"ainable develcrnent and the *'ork that neeCs to be
done is so crucial that such ccoperation Eust ccriinue and be eahanced.

For us L'r the ?acifrc. SFRIP has ',i'crked '.i'ell lar-geii, because ir represents
a clear and dedicatec focus on ihe sustei.a-hle cevelopmeni of s:nall island
derelopinq staies. T'r in:piemenl the Prceiatx o: Acticn eibcriveh', \\-e bel-re',-e
there is a critical netd tbr ihe same cleer ::rd decicated focus ai rie internationd
level. For this reascn- n1'deiegation uouid strcngll'supp\rii the establishment
of a clearlv identitlarle erC competent e:irr)' nifrin ihe Uritec Nations
Secretariat to suppL.n the inie; Sovem-mear"l and inter agelcv *'ork cn the
su-sBinat'ie de'elopnrnr ..f sn:all island ;31s1(rging sntes.

Samoa b'e lieves detply' that the vrrir--e trf snall sntes rnusi b'e hesrd, s-nd
that their rie*point -se uken ieric,uslr'. Th.)' are the most esposed to rhe dangers
and to lr-rss. They'h:r'e 1.. Live rvith thc crri.rl ir..n)'of heing the most rulnersble,
)'et the lelst responsib,le. Nltrre criticeilr'. thev rr'.ruld irete pednent and
important cOntributit\irS tt'r rlsks' to elrrt'el discussir'rnS t)o thr'se issues. Fctr 3,il
these rc3strnS. rve believe rhlt srns,ll islrn..i 3..1..'l.rping stetc.s are entitlcd to
participate in attd slt.rul.j tc giverr rrcL'SS ttr the ds.cisitrn-rnrking lcvc.ls ot'cll
important cnvirtrnnrcnt-rcl.rtc.d ttrrlics. irrciuJint thc Cr.rnrntissir.ril t)n Sustainablc
Devclopntc'nt lttd ths' Gl.'hrrl Errvirtrnnlr'nI Flcilin'. lrtv dclc.getirrn rvill
occt)rditlsll'tlc'rvr.rrkins in this Crrntr.'rcrric tor th.. cstrblishrrrcnt rrf thc
llc'ccssl,lt\ tirtrrtJlrtir\n i.lnri thc rrtcchlrrtisrus tr\ ct:Surc srrclt 1''.111iciplrti,rn lnd
Itccs.\.\ t.rr srtrlrll islrur.l tlcr cltrrilrrl ,sllrtc.s.



rl

This Confcrence is histoly'rnaking an,d ,s,ingularly tlre most in:portant 
-

dev,elopment for small island dweloping stal,es. We do not rs€e it as terminating '

hsrc. iiathcr, we must rnake it a high point in intcrnational eooperationi and scc

to it that the Program of Action forihe'sustainable development of small islahd

,devefOping stafeJ is firmly- set as a mile.stgne on the'way towards global

susainabilitSl"

Thank you
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ADDRESS OF FAASOOTA I]LOA PATI
H ON O LRA B LE MIhISTER O ; ;N\TIR ON ]IIENT

G L o B AL cgrp RE".J"' i HrttTf$,esrr D r * r o r,*n,oF sMALL rsLAl\Ds nzGLoprNG sTATEsBRIDGETOWN, BARBADOS, MAY ]gg4
r ' Mr president, honourab'le heads 

?f 
fr":r-enrs, my distinquished coleagues. It is a::.fr,#iH [:][fJ"]. io 

"aa,.,, * ornleu.r seen.,i;; j,_..ru.,to.;.

2' For my country' this GIobaJ conjbience on the sustainable Development of SmallIslands Deveroping states, r,"ra, ii. key to ,i. .o-m'imenrs made in Rio. For wbatwe do here in Bridgetown wix be the r,rlt-"rt r"r'*ri"ir"ble development for ourentire worrd rommrtrity. w. -",i.r.for. gr.r"fur ,-o iie unjtea Nations, to ourdeveloped couniry partners, to ail those who worked long and hard to bring thisConference abour tvro,st tq**rl ask you, Ir4r;;;;.nt, on behalf of theGovernrnent and peopl. 
"f's;;; io .*p..r, to the Government and people ofBarbados, our deepest gratitude for tjris ,ooo ,n.o,*i]. orr.tringr, tr. rnarrrth ofyour hospitaliry and the exceUeni#arrgrr"nrr.

3' NIr President' this occasion calls for us to rook into the future. But it is necessary toreflect realisticalli" on *'here o. * noo.. cjear 
"bj""rj;;, and commitments w.eremade in Rio. we have to ascer,ainiil 

:*. 
h.u. ,n'"-d-" pro_gr.rr, reai progress, inaddressing the concerns that brofiJrius tosether in Rj;. we have to be i'e thar *.gfr|Ji:ffi:::er prepared to t"f" ccnciere action on those mncems as a resurt of

4' For our Part' samoa accePts tbe primary responsibility for its own environmentalproblems' since Rio, we harre t"k.n'rt.p, 
1g qr.r, up *i to imprement enrironmentalmanagement strategies and programmes \\,e have t"t* 

".tion necessary at theGovernmentar teve[ but haJe 
"rT" 

rnt"rt"a orinon;;;.,',n.ntar organizations,communities, tvomen and youth. fnt._.tionally, rve are arati$'the relevarrt conventions. party to and trking action to

5' Iv{r President' o".i* this brief perio,J, we have experienced rhe.man1, probremsinherent in inte gratingder'rtoprJni Jnd .nriro"-JJ;;;cerns. As expecred,trading-offdeverooment and .nrirorr*.ntar benefit, in"Ju. hard and unpopurrrchoices. our capaciry' to do .il *,"i *. consi.Jer 
"rs;i;;;cessary is very timited.There ere many factors be)'ona oui 

"o-nrrol.lurt u.1 io,'or,n. erpertise. iechnorogies,and information necessary'ror our sustein.uru J.*r";;;, are bey,ond our rr3ch.



6,The rcality, of course, is that there is aneed for all countries to work together, to
support and assist onc another in achieving sustainable dcvclopment. For the
sustainability of small islands dweloping countries is as crucial to thcm as it is to the
welfare of all other corjntries. That was clear in Rio, and has becomc abundantly so in
the course of our work in Barbados.

7. Mr President, therein lies the essence of this Conference,

8. The theme set for the High-lrvel Segment is both apt and timely: the forging of
partnerships for sustainable development. Samoa believes that there is a vital need for
true partnerships atnong rich and poor countries, within regions and within individual
countries themselves. It is the onJy way forxard. There is not one among us that can
deal effectively or realistically with the coruron problems of clirnate change,
transboundary movement of wastes ard the conseryation of biodiversify.

9. True partnerships must recognize the mlnerabilities of small island Ceveloping states
and the inequalities of their position measured against that of developed countries.
Above all, true partnership is about responsibilities and the acceptance of
commitments. Developed countries have primary responsibilities under the
Conventions for reducing greenhouse gas emmissions and the use of ozone depleting
substances, and in the use and transfer of clean and appropriate technologies.
Partnership arrangements should not be used to sidestep these responsibilities.

10. Partnerships must also be forged within regiors and regional groups, as *ith
national government agencies and communiry baseC and grassroots groups. The joint
management with resource o\lners of biodiversity consen-ation actirities should be
encouraged. Enabling mechanisins for enzuring the participation of communides in
decision making related to programme and project pla.uing and implementation should
be established.

I 1. Ifu President, in Rio, the special case of small islands n'as reccgnized. t'e expect
the pledges and the promises ofRio to be made gcod in Barbados. The Programrne of
Action which has been developed and ne*qotiated is not simply for the zustainable
development of small island developing states but is an essential blueprint for our
corrrmon welfare and future. It must be supporied *ith adequate and firm
commitments of resources at ail levels. \*'e erpect all small island developing states,
the innocent victims of climate chan-qe induced by practices of developed countries, to
be allowed increased access to the resources, technologies and information to enable
them to adapt and mitigate the impacts of climate change.

12. \\'e have not delayed action for our orrn sust3-inable development. \Ve uill
continue to so act affer Barbados. We are hopeful, horvever, that our tasli will be
made easier by the outcome of this Conference.

Thrnk you.
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Statement to the Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of
Small Island Developing States

Bridgetown, Barbadr-rs, 28 April, 1994

Vili { Fuavao
Director

The Sourh Pacific Regional frrtt o.rrrr*t Programme (SPREP) is the intergovernmental
envirounental organisariorL established in 1982 with a mandare to assisr the ?2 island countries
and territories of the South Pacific Region to undertake rctilities aimed at environmerital
protection leading to srxtainable derelopment- -{s prt of irs technical support to the Sourh
Pacific regron SPREP played an active role assisting its member counrries in the preparations
for LNCED as well as providing conrinuing assistance in the post-L\CED period leading up to
this Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of SmaJI Island Developing
States. These laner preparadons included an Erpers \.Ieeri'g held in Cmberra. 5 - 7 .,\Ia,v,

1993 and a Regional fechnical \Ieeting f-or hdiffr and Pacific Oceans heid in Port \ila 31
\Iay - 4 June. 1993. both of which enabled the South Pacific small island der,eloping states
(SIDS) to cornolidate dreir tiews aod present coordinrted input to rhe draft Programme of
Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States. SPREP has
also played an ongoing supportile role to its l2 island countries and terrirories and their .{lliance
of Small Island Statcs (AOSIS) partnsrs in the negotiating process of the draft Programme of
.\ction.

From its long association wittr- and deirilcd knon'ledge of enrironmental protection issues of the
small island dcrtloping states in thc South Peci-fic. SPREP is awan of the imporrance of
looking rt susteinablc dcrclopment r* a totd pacbge. to ensure consistcncy rmong r ntnnbcr of
parallel intcrnetional proccsses such as thc lntcrgorvrnmental NegotiatirE Commince for a

Framework Convention on Climate Chlnge: thc Convcntion on Biological Dveniry; thc Unitcd
Netions Cont'crcnce on Strrddling Fish Stocks encl Hight-v \Iigratory Fish Stocks, to narne r
t'cw. Such con-sistencv rvill cnsurr :ut intcgrrtcd :rnd comprchcnsivc .rpproach to su-stain;rble
tlevclopnrcnt rvhich is of vitrl importrnue to Sorrth l)acific isl:rnd courtrics.

Ukc manl' othcr SIDS. our isl;rnrls rrt'thc St)u(h P;rciti.: ocrupy somc r)t thc sm:rllcst hlbit:rhle
l,;utd :rc:s on r'u1h iulJ trc c'.rtrcnrctv vulncr:rblc to nltru'al .rncl hrurr:ur-inducsd .listurb;rncc of
thcir tiagrilc cnrironnrcnt-s. Rising popul:rtiorr gnrrvth in m:ury of our Sorrth lhcilic islmds is

ltl.rcing:t hurtlcrt r)n thc c:rmtng c:rp.rcity rrf thc l.urtl rvltcr .urd nruinc rcsourccs. '['hcrc is thc
cvcr 1:cniistcnt tlrrci,rt \,t'sc:r lcrcl risc rvhich h.us ttrs ptltcrrti;il to dcs.sirrr:rtc sornc ()t'()rrr lorv l1ir1g



atoll.s. ()ur commrrn aspiration.q for improvcd lring standarclg and cconomic dwclopmcnt with
attcndant w;rstc tlisposal ancl pr,'llutirm pr<tblcm.g crcatc a rccipc for potcnliallly nrm-sustainablc
dwclopmcnt of thc South Pacific rcgion'.s rclal*cty $carcc natural rcsourccs. Flowwcr, our
problcrn.s arc not insurmounlablc becau,;e ths Sr.ruth I'acilic is blcsscd with an imaluablc
rcsourcs - a coopcratwe ayrproach n regtrrnal dancloyment ae an cxten.sion c.rf traditional ways
wfuch plaoc high valuc on coetpcratiott and con.sen.gus in problcrn rcgoluticn. It is in thi.s spirit
that thc South Pacific SIDS are working with SPREP to address their pnoriry is.sucs which
includc:

Climate Change and Sea-level Rise

As outlined in the draft Programme of Actiorg climate change, wittr auendant concerns for sea-
level rise and impact on human health and social well-being are of paramount conc€rn to small
island dweloping states (SIDS;. The SIDS of the Sor:th Pacific hare expressed concern that
the Framework Convention on Climate Change (FCCC) does not contain targets and timetables
for the reduction of carbon dioxide and other greenhor:se gas ernissions which are s€en by SIDS
as essential to address this issue tn a meafugful way. It is their wish that a Protocol to the
FCCC would grovide a more definite plan for redrrction of these emissions. A numbcr of
national, regional and international actions have been identified to make effEc,tile use of the
FCCC and to build effectivelv on efforts to reduce uncertainty and develop appropriate
response strategies. SPREP is continualfv assisting South Pasific SIDS *{th this wsrL'

-\zlanagement of Energy Resources

The absence of fossil fuel res€rves in most of the South Pacific islfild countries, resulting in
heavy dependence on imported fuel is seea as a major constnint 1s 5l$tainable del'elop'no.enl
GivEn this and the unnanred side effects of fossil fuels, South Pacific SIDS wish to seo _ssater
research and development of enrironmentall-l' frienoln' fierry sources with capacir-"- for
commerciai mass production.

lr-atural an d Envi ronmental Disaster P re pared ness

South Pacific SIDS are extrcme\' rulnerable to narural disasters such as c;*clones with
associated detrimcntal ec,rnomic, social and enrironmentd impact. These natural disasters are
of special concern because of the size of the islands and thei narrow resource base. The South
Pacific SIDS welcome the iniriatirr of the Lrnited Netiors in prochiming the 1990s rs the
"lnlernetional Decade tbr Nanrral Disaster Reduction" rnd" ttrough SPREP. are coordineting a

regional report on natural disastcr preprredness tbr the global conference to be held in
Yokohem;r ncrt month.

EnvironnrenLrlll'Sound Management of W:r-ste and Toric Substances

Thir is an important issuc tbr South Prcilic SIDS. Thc ugcncy to tind thcir own solutions is
bcing :rrldrcssed b1' rhc counrics thr:mseh'cs through dcvclopmcnt ol wcstc mrnrgcrncnt
struloqics rrithin thcir N;rtional Enrironmcntel \la.nrgcmcnt Statcgics (NL\lS). Holvcrcr, of
mljor conccrn:uc w:L\lcs, protluccd clscshcrc end oficn of a vcn'ha:nrdous nJrure. ovcf
rvltiuh thc Srluth P:rcitic SIDS halc tittlc cirntrtrl. Conccrn ortr Lhc uanshtlun&rry mo\trmcnt
ot'lurz;rrtlrrrL\ w:L\tcs within thc South Plcitic luu rcsulted in thc South P:rcitic Fr)flrnl initiatilr
to rtcgtltiltc r rcgi\)n:rl trcxty rvhich rvordrl t:rlic :tccotmt ot'spccitic ncc.ls of thc rcgion urd scn'c
fo coruplcrrrcnt intcnr:rtion:rl rurtbrcll:r ins(nrmcn(s such :L\ thc ll:r-scl Convention.



C u'dst;tl a n tl M:rri rr e [{eso urce l> n ttxctfu t n

In rccognition o[thc imporlancc of '-oaskl and marinc rcsourccs toachiwcrncnt ot'sustainable
dwelopmcnt objcctives, Sr.ruth Yacihc SIDS rrs undcrtaking Intcgratcd Coa.;tal kne
Managerncnt (ICZM) programmcs zith assistancc frorn SPREP. .(jouth Paoific apprrsaches to
l(.:/.\ recogni.sc that their dcfinition of coastal managnnent is quite differcnt frrrm that of scrme

crf the morc dcvelr-rped countrics, zspeciafty as they place a heary emph:r-sis on traditional
resource managsment and stress the impcrrtanca csf 'process' and 'resource-owncr consultation'

Con.sen'ation of Biological Diversitl'

U/hilst South Pacific SIDS are renowned for their species diversiry and endemisrn, the small
size of these islands and their ecolcgical fragirty means that their biological dir,'ersity is among
the most threatened in the world. In the past there has been a strong ernphasis on lack of
sufficient information as rationale for inacrion. However, South Pasific SIDS h^rve recognised
that information collection should no longer be a prior condition for in si/a conservation
projects. R rther, the narure 6f llsrtirional, oftan communal land and marine resowce ownership
in many of these countries resutts in cammunity support, rather than additional resource
information, as the major requirernenr for consar,'ation efforts. Through the Global
Environmffit Faciliqv (GEFifunded Sor.uf,r Pacific Biodiversitv Conservation Prograrnme
(SPBCP) implernented for tre South Pacific region by SPREP, recognition of tradition'l
ownership and managsment of areas whist integrating certain approved dwelopanent actilities.
in "Conservation Areas" is increasirylv' emphasised Rather than adopting conseraation models
from more developed countries. due recognition is being gft'en to this traditional!'-oriented- yet
innor *ire approach to consgra'ation-

To effecrivef address the identifieJ issues- South Pacific SIDS hare adopted a nunber of
mechanisms, especially' of ao administrarire end instirudonal nature, w'hich rre effectivet_v
essisting them on the parh ton'ards sr:stainable derelopment.

Insritutional and Jd m inistrative Ca pacir.r-

\l ithin the South Pacific, the effecdrene-\s of e sub-regional approach through Soutr Prcific
regional orgrnisatioru resporuiblc for resource derrlopmeng technical rssistrnce and
enironmental protectiorl is well recognised and has been accepted as the mode of
implernentation for addressing issues of concern to the counties of thc South Pacific. The sir
or seven orgrnisations of u'hich SPREP is the one primarity responsible for environmental
proection, work coopcratiwh' to a:sist thc rcgion's national governments to strcngthen their in-
coultry crpacitv to mrnrge thcir osm cnrironments. The importence of this rype of sub-
rcgir-rnal rpproach closcty linking the .''rganisation with the nrtionrl gol'rrnmens. non-
go\trnmsnt organisations, landosnsr rnd cLrrnmunin groups. is considerud thc most
rppropri:rte mode of opcration by South Prcilic SIDS who value an orgr,nlsationxl strucnrre that
Ls closc to thc pcoplc and rvhich c:rn teks intu account thcir South P:rcilic spccificitl' rnd
trlditiorurl vrlucs. [rnplcrrrent;rtion c.i outcr\nlcs rclcl:rnt to the South Pacific countrics hom this
Glohal Confcrt'nce on thc Sustainrblc [X'vtlopnrent of Snrull [sl:rnd Dcveloping Strtes will
lrc.lcpcn.lcnt on il nlodc of r)pcrrtion thar crllcs this ctosc rclationship into i,rccount.

.\:rtionll l.]nvirorrnrtnt:rl I\hrr:rgtnrcnt Stnrte{ics (NEj\tS) havc hccn dcvchrpcrl in nr:rny of
tttr: Sorrth l)lcitic :ill)S rvith :rssist.urcc trorrr Sl'llli.P irr p:rrtncrship with tk>nrrr :rnrl tccluticd

:l



suftport (rrgrni.eati()n.l such irc thc t;nitcd Nation.,l Dcvclopmcnt lrrogrtmme (t/lil)P), thc A.cian
Dwclopmcnt Bank (ADB1, thc Wtrld Con.gcrvarirrn ljnjtn (ltjClj/ and thc Australian
(icwcrnmcnl. Thc strcngth of thcsc NEMS lics in thcir dcvclopmcnt through a proccst of
intr-rr.sivc cr.)nsullation bctwccn gruvernmcnt, thc pnvatc scctr,lr, n(./n-govsnmcnt ergani,satitrns
and thc widcr communiry. 'I\c I'iElfii planning tool i.s thc first rtc-p in a Wocess tn integrats
dcvclopmcnt plannng and c:nvtnmment:,l marnagetncnt in .South Pacdjc SIDS. In-country
in.stitutional strcngthcnmg hzt been undertaken as a complernentary acrivity to the i.iEtrIS to
ctleurc that thc South Pacilic SIDS hz'tc arJaqu.rte numbers of trained pc'rsonnel !o undertake
activities such ag Environmental Impact y'r,ssessment (EIA), environmental education ind
cornmunity awareness raising and the staffing of Environment Unie or agczrcies within
governmenl.

State of the Environment Reports, documenting the current stahrs of narural resourccs havc
been produced by most South Pacific SIDS as valuable base-data against wfrich to gar€e
possible deterioration of the envirormrent as well as scrving as part of the plaruung tool proccss
of NEMS. These documeils have been rxed to raise environmenral awareness and their
information has been reproduced in video form in local languages to ensure that awareness of
the importance of sustainable dwelogment reaches the wider communilv.

Environmental Legislation Reviews have also been undertaksn in most South Pacific SIDS to
ideatify the need within exisring stafutes for er*ironmental protection provisions and to ensure
th31 sustaineble dwelopmenr practices are given a strong legal backing. These leeislatiotr
rfliews also atternpt to take account of both the w'estern sry'le law and customarv law practiceq
the latter of which play an important role in resowce management.

The administrative and instinrtion^rl mecharrisms adopted by South Prcific SIDS merge a
"boilom-up" and "topdown" approach- which ta.kes accounr of traditionai managflnent and
land tsnure sJastflns, customary law' enforcemerrt ms€hanisms and incorpofifes these into
planning Processes which are proling to be a r,erv effective *'ay to ensure long-term sustainable
derelopmenr of South Pacific SIDS. Together srirh a co-op;rative regiond rpproach which is
erimplified by the worliing relationship that Sourh Pccitic SIDS hare dereloped *ith their
enrironmental organisetion SPRlp. these mechanisns 3ugru well tor fururc sustainable
derelopment of ttre region's rtsources. The impcrr:s that has been gfuen ro this process through
Agenda 21 and through the draft Frogramme of .{.ction for the Sr:stainable Derelopment of
Small Island Dereloping Steres is r valueble support. Thesc complemcnt rhe sctilities of the
recentl.v approvcd Cepacity ll Projecr fundcd b1'LIi\DP and implcmenrcd b-v- SPREP and the
e.tisting GEF-funded and SPREP-implemented South Pecific Bio.iilersir-r' Corservation
Programmc (SPBCP). Thex- will contribute to the efforts tow-ards ststeinable dewlopmvnt of
the South Pacific 3s wc progress into thc 2lst Cenrury.

t
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Vili f Fuavao

The South Pacific R€ional Environmenl Programme (SPREP) is the intergovernmental
environmental organisation established in 1982 which has a mandate to assist the 22 island
counties and territories of the Soutr Pacific Region with environmental protection and
achievernent of sustainable detelopment. SPREP played an actile role in assisting its merrber
counkies in the preparations for LNCED as well assisting South Pacific cotrntries in the post-
LniCED period leading up to ihis Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of
Srnall Island Developing States. These laner preparations inohed an Experts Meeting
Canberr4 5 - 7 \Iay'. 1993: a Regionil Tecimical \Ieeting. pert \rile. 31 lvlay - 4 June. 1993;
as well as coordination of the South Pacific resion's participation in negotiation of the draft
Programme of Aciion for the $u5rrin::lile Development of Small Island Developing States

From its long association nitlu and derailed knowledge of enrironmental protcction issues of the
small island dereloping sttes in the Sr-ruth Prcific. SPREP w'ould lilie to highlight the following
priority points for the Eminent Pcrsons Group to assist them in drawing up their
recorlmendations on wa\s to respond to the ;hallenges faced b-"* small island deleloping states.

The imporrence of looking at sr:staineble derelopment 3s r total package. with consist€f,icy
rmong a number of parellel intcrnational prL)ccsses such as the Intergol'ernmcntal Negotiating
Committee tbr a Framework Convention on Climcte Change: the Cowention on Biological
Diveniry"; the Unitcd N-rtions Cont'erence on Strrddling Fish Stocks end Higtrl.v Nligratory Fish
Stocks, etc. cannot bc orverstated- Such consistencr' *ill ensure an integrated and
comprehentire approrch of vital impcrrtance ro South Pacific islands countrics.

Prioriry'issucs idcntificd bv South Pacific SIDS includc:

Cllinr:rtt Change and Se:r-lcvel Risc

.\s outlirtcr,l in thc ,h':rtl }\ogrrnlrno ot ..\slitrrl clinr:rtc ch;rngc. rvith lttcndanl conccrns tirr ser-
lcvcl risc xrtd inlplct ()n hunlln hc:rlth .urd s.'ci;rl t'cll-hcinc. lrc of p:umlou,nt uonccrn to snrall
isl:rnd tlcvcloping stltcs iSIDS). 'llrc SII)S ot'thc South l':rcitic hlve cxprcssctt conccnt that
thc l;r:uncrvrlrk (.truVcntirn (xl ('linr:rtc (-h:rrplc 1l:t'('(') th)cs ilr)l crlrrt:rin tilBcts :urtl timct:rblcs



frrr thc rcductir.rn ol'carbem <Jioxidc and othcrgrecnhousc gas cmi,rsionr wtrich arc $csn by SIDS
as ctwnlial n arJdrcsg thir i.g.suc in a meann,glul way. It i.s thsir wish that a Prrilac<il to lhe
?'CCC would provide a morc dclinitc plan fbr rcductirm ot' thcsc erni.s.sion.c. A numbcr of
nationaf, rcgtrrnal and internatirrnal actions have been identified to makc cffcctive usc of the
FCCC ancl to build cffcctivcly on cfforlg to rcduce tma:rlainty and dwclop approynate
resp(m.sc stratcgics.

Enerry

The absence of fossil fuel ,"r"rrr.r'in most of the South Pacific island countries, resulting in
heaty dependence on irnported fuel ig seen as a major ccrnstraint to sustainable dcveloprnent.
Given this and the unwantcd side effects of fo'ssil fuels, Sr.iuth Pacific SIDS wish b see greatzr
research and development of enviionmentally friendty enerry sources with capaciqv for
commercial mass production.

-\ a fural and E nvir onmental Dis as ter Prep aredness

South Pacific SIDS are extrernetv rulnerable to natural disasters zuch as c-"-clones with
associated detrimental economic, social and envirorrmental impact These narural disasters a:e
of spaial concern because of the size of the isl^ands aod thcr narrow resource base. The Sor:th
Pacific SIDS welcome the initiative of the L-nited Naticnrs in proclaiming the 1990s as the
'International Decade for \ahual Disaster Re*iuction' drd ttrrorrgh SPREP. are coordinating a
regional report on natunl .disaster preparedness for the global conference to be held in
Yokohama next month.

Environmentally'Sornd N'Ianagement of lVaste and Toric Substances

This is an important issue ibr South Pacific SIDS. The urgenc-v" to find their owl solutions is
being gddress€d b-v the countries thernsehes through development of waste managerneirt
smtegies within their National E*ironmeritd \Ianagernent Strategies OIEl,lS). Howcver, of
major concern are the wastes, produced elsewhere and ofien of r very hazrrdous niture, o\Er
w'hich the South Prcific SIDS hrle little control. Concern over the trensbormdarl' mol'sment
of ha:erdous wastes within the South Pacific has resulted in thc South Pacific Forrun initiative
to negotiate r regional treaqv which would talie eccomt of specific needs of thc region and scne
to complement intemational umbrella instnrmsns such as the Bascl Con'ention.

Coastal and Nlarine Resources

ln rec.rgnitit)o of thc imporrancc of col\trl and mrrinc reSt)urccS to achicvenrcnt of sustainablc
dc!'clLrpmcnt ohjcctivcs. South Plcific SIDS ;$e urdcrtaliing lntcgrrtcd Cur:Ntal Zonc
\ [enrgcrncnt (ICZ;\ [) progrlmnres. \\'ithin thc South P:rcitic cmph:r-sis is incrccsinsh' bcrng
pllccd on ;rdtlption of I(lZi\[ lpprrxrchcs w'hich teks into accorurt trltlititln:r.l rcsource
tn:rnf,qcnrcnt :rntl rvhich r,lo not mcrch' atlopt nrcdcls tit)rn firr)rc dcvelopcd countries rvhich
rrllcn rlt) not talc into ilucount thc importmcc of 'proccss' ertd 'rcsorutc-orvncr couultation' in
rcsouruc .lcvclopnrcnt ;urrl nl:rrulgcnlcnt. 'l'hc dctinition .rf corsftil rnrnagctndnt is dso quite
rlitt'cnnt.



Crrnscrvation o[ l]iologrcal Diversify 
:

Whil.st Srruth I'u:ilic SIDS arc rcnowncd fbr thcir spccies divcrsity and endcmi.sm, thc small
sizc of thcsc i.slancls and thcir ecolrryjcal tragSlity mcan.e that thcir btriogcal divcrsiry i.s among
the most thrcatened in the world. In thc past there ha,s bcclr a strong cmphasis on lack of
sullicicnt inlormation as ratir,rnalc f'or inaction, Llowevcr, South Pacific SID.S have recogilserJ
that information collcction should no longer be z pivr cr,,nclition for in siln conservation
projects. Rather, the narure of traditionaf oftcn communal land and marinc resource owncrship
in many of these countries results in communiry supporl rather than additional resource
informatir.rn, as the major requirernent for conservation efforts. Through the Global
Enironmmt Faciliry (GEF) funded South Pacific Biodiveniry Conservation Programme
(SPBCPI implernented for the South Pacific region by SPREP, recognition of traditional
ownership and managanent of areas, whjlst integrating csrtain approved dcr,eloprnent activities,
in "Conservation Areas' is increasingly emphasised. Rather than adopting conssrvation models
from more developed coun[ies, due recognition is being given to this traditiona[v-oriented yct
innovativ'e approach to consenatioa

Institutionaland-{dministrativeCapaci-ry-

\\,lthin the South Pacific, the efferiv'eness of a sub-regional approach through Sorrh Pacific
regionai organisatiors responsible for resource developmant, technical assistance and
enriroffnental protection is weil recognised and hts been accepted as the mode of
impleinentation for addressing of concern to fte cor:ntries of the South Pacific. The sit or
sel'er organisations of which SPREP is the one primarilu responsible for erpironmenral
protection- work cooperativeh' to assist the region's narional govemments to strengthen their in-
counu]- capaciw to m3n€e their own enirormrens. The imponance of this t-vpe of zub-
regional epproach- closetv linking the orgaaisation xith the netional gol'ernments. notr-
gol'ernment oreanisuions, landowner snd ccmmtmiqr' _eroups. is considered ths most
appropriate mode of opcration by South Pacific SIDS w'ho ralue an organisational strr:cture ttrat
is close to the people end which crn take into accotmt their South Pacific specificitv and
traditionel lalucs. Impl*mentrtion of outcomes relellrlr to the South Pacific countries Aom this
Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States w:lll
be dependent on a mode of operation thct talies this close relationship into accorml

Thc merging of r "boftom-up" and "top-donn" approaclu which talies accormt of raditional
mJ,nagcment rnd lend tenure $'stcfirs. crlstomary larv entbrccment mechanisms rnd
incorporetcs thesc into plurning processes ma]' prort to be the most eft'ective w'ay to ensure
long -term sustainablc dcwlopment of South Prci.Ec SIDS.
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South I'acific Regional Environment l'rogramme (SI'IfEI)

Journalist Encountcr

The Impacts of Ctimate Change and Sea l,evel Ri.se on Smatl Islanrl
Developing States

Small Islands Developing States (SIDS) are most vulnerable to Global climate change, and

sea level rise. As most populations, agricultural lands and infrasiructure facilities of SIDS

are found in the coastal zone, any changes due to sea level will have significant and

protbund effect on lhe economies of these nations. The existence of certain low lying
qountries would be threatened by sea level changes and inundation of outlying islands and

loss of these lands may be the result. Global climate change mav affect both subsistence

and commercial frsheries production. Further among others, it may impact on vegehtion
and saline intrusion will adversely affect the freshwater resources. The increased frequency
and intensity of hurricane and storm surges that mav result from climate change will have

protbund effects on both economies and the environments ot SIDS. Public access and more

intbrmarion on climare change and its effects as these may air'ect the SIDS, be made

available to enable appropriate response strategies to be developed and implemented.

The Framervork Convention on Climate Change (FCCC) is exp'ected to ma-lie signit-icant

contribution to reducing the threat of global climate change and sea level rise as *'ell as

mitigating and assisting countries to adapt to these intpacts.

. Theretbre. prontodon of susninable nranagenrent, consen'adon and enhancement of
coastal ecosvstems: and

. Developntent of integrlted plans tor coastal zone mAnAgernent is required.

The FCCC. htrwever. drres not r.-triltain targets lnd tinretlbles tor the redttt-ticrn of ."ftotl
ditrxicle lnd other greenhtrusc gas errrissiorrs tnd thesc are ctrnsidered bv SIDS as essential ttr

adrlress the clinrate chlrnge in anv mearringtirl *'uy. Thc developrttent ;uttl use of renewlble
encrgy resorlrccs :tntl tlisscnrinlrtitln ol intirnttlttiort oi sortntl rlnrl etticicnt etlc'rgv

trthrrologic's ure :rlstr scctl i.ls hln'ing l centml rok' in nritigating tlte rrclverse irttplcts of
clirnlttc chttngc.. Thr.-\r. issur-'s lrrc currcntlv trcing ltltlrcssccl throtrgh clatrtrrltitltt of thc'

c(rtlvcrlli()tl.

Trr lll:tkr. r.l'li.ctivc usr. ()l'th(. l;C('(' lul(l t() lruikl c'l'lcvtivcll ol't'itirrts t() rc(lucc ttttccrtltitttt'
Itntl th.'r'r,.lop tt1l1lrtr1t1i1111' t'r'sl)(rlls(' slr:ltr,'gir's, cttrttrttitrttr.'rtls (rrl rlllti('ttull. rcgiottltl lllltl
i rt tcnutt iortlt I 1,.'r'r'l s :lfr' rlct'rh'tl .



(;r; N:rliorritl acliorts

Nittional acLktn iind policies concerning climalc changc and scit lcvel rise shall
bc basctl on thosc prioritics identific<l , f<tr example, in National Envirrrnmcntzl Management
Strategics in thc l'aciftc, including:

o early ratification o[ the Framework Convcntion on Climate Change, the
Montreal Protocol, its amendment.s, and other related lcgal instruments;

o promotion more efficient use of energy resources in their development planning
and use appropriate methods to minimise adverse effects of climate change on
thei r su.stainable development;

. taking account of ,f'r" latest scenarios for climate change and sea level rise into
development planning;

r improving understanding at political and public levels of the potential impacts of
climatic changes;

. increased panicipation in the research, assessment and monitoring of climatic
impacts and the development of response strategies. including oceanographic
and atmospheric monitoring programmes, and to participate in internarional
discussions of these issues:

. developing comprehensive coxtal zone managenlent programmes; and

. implementing necessan' adptive measures to minimise impact of climate change
and sea-levei rise.

O) Regional Action

On the basis of national priorities develop regional approaches to:

. monitor climate variability and change and sea level rise through existing
prognnlntes and projects;

Provide ter--hnical assisrance ro build endogenous capuc-ity through:

. assistrutce ttr couutries r.'onsidering ratitication of the FCCC and lssistrulL'e to
countries s'hich have ratitis'd the convention antl tssunlr.d their nutior
rc.sponsibiliries;

o ns.sistlrtcc ro rcgionirl ,,',r,11,11itrn-s irt rrlining with rnonitorinS rlll(l ilssr'ssnrcnt ot
clus('s ltrttl iurp:rcts of cIinltlc' chllngc';

. cilt:Il)'sittg strplxrrt tilr tltr-'1lg1q'[qrpnlc'nt of ru,ttionll clirttltc. chttrrgc progr:llllnlr.s:

. tlttrlttlit'\'irlg g,rcr'rthtrUsr' tils s('rrlf\'('s :tntl sirtls; :trrtl



. implcmcnlation of re.lsvant a,spect.s of .SI'ltEI''s Climatc Change Pr<tgrammc an<l
WMO's Changing Climutc in I'urudi.re. :.

(c) [nlcrnalional Ac'tion

'fhc intcrnational community should:

o implement immediately the prompt start rcsolution agrva to by rhe
lntergovernmenhl Negotiating Committee for the Framework Convention on
Climate Change;

' provide improvecl access to financial resources for the clevelopment and
implementation of response adaptation strategies recognising the specific
vulnerabilities and disproportionare cost borne by SIDS;

' where appropriate, channel financial resources for regional action through action
throu_eh the relevant regional organisation;

r provide access to environmentally sound and energy efficient technology ro
assist island countries conserye energy and reduce emissions of greenhouse
gases;

. develop an ettective mechanism which ensures that any retbresration carbon off-
set scheme -genuinelv contributes to the improvement of the overall carbon
balance. and is not aimed at justif-ving the continued unabared emission of
_gases;

. provide improved access to infbrmation from the activities carried out to reduce
uncertainties of climare change;

. supPon acdvities of relevant international and regional organisations and
agencies in the areas of:

(a) climate sen'ices tbr sustaineble devek'rpment:

(b) new tirrntiers tbr climlte sen'ices and predictions;

(c) dedic:rred otrservntitrns of the clinrate systenl:

(tl) stttdics trf clirttlte inrgtct ilssessnlents rnd ldaptive resprrnse stnrtegies to retluce
vulnenrtritirr':

(c) rlcvclop 91111ry11'llettsivc tJtr:q3111 z('!rlL' nlilrlllgerlrcnt progr.ullnlr.s:

(l) ilssc.\s thc t'ulttcrltrilitv rtrttl itlerttify ctxrstnl ilrcils:tl risk to ilr.cr.lcrnl(.(l .sc.ll h.vc.l
ri.sc: lurtl



(g) strengthcn emcrgency prep redness and coastal zonc rcsponse rcy)urccs.

. faciliurte attendanceby reprcscntatives of SIDS to mcctings of the IPCC ancl the
lntergovernmcntal Negotiating Committce (lNC) to cnsurc that SIDS' concerns
are taken into account.



.:i+::iirj.r:i.:jiiiii:lt: jii::i:1:;rj;;r-it:i!{i;;:i r: rjTii

Case Study:
Integrated Coastal Zone

Managernent

I

I



vLvucL)- r-ull.t gIFJnge (JIl ruJ ta.t_IlcLpLe u€lvgJ.Opme,Il'tr
of 5ma11 fsland Developing SEat,es,

Barbados , 25 anrl| - 6 :'tay L994

Present,ation of Cage 3eudles

I theme DrodonFor Date, c).me
and place af.
L-TeSenLat,ion

1. Tourism and Suscainable
Do-'r>-Lopment. in Sma1l
De.to-Ioping Islands

Dr. Gecrqe vassiliou
former PTesidenE, of the
P.epubIic of Ciprus

23 April
aEror rhe
ccnclus ion
of the
n*.an i n.rv 4 

-..4..,

cg=oJnon? oi
the p!e^a=/

2 - Natural Disasters and
Sus tainable Development
of Srnall Develooincr
Is lands

Dr. GoC'ain O. ?. Obasi
Sec=eE z=T-Gene=al, WMO

25 April at
rr-.^n i .-r rho
D] an:rr
- - -..*- J

3. Waste Manaq:ement w:-th
part,icular reference to
waE.er PoLlu:i-on in Sma11
Devel-oping fslands

Ms . E. Dowc.esi;el1,
Ixecu',ive - Dir=ccor, Ulfz?

27 April aL
noon in E!:e
Pienary

1 . Coas taL Zote Marag=;ren--, i:r Smali Developi:rg
Is lands

5 . AI ier:rat.i ve Ene:gy
Sou:ces for SmaLi
De-,-elo_o:ng Islanis

I

D=. vi.1i- Fuavac, Directo=
Souch '?aci i ic ?.egi onal
I:virc:::r,ten : P=cgrailune

?:of . 3isrcda: Persaui,
D::ecic= Cent:= for
-::lvi-ic::ine:i a:i
f evelcpinelt, -'Jaiversity of
!'-.^ ?.i^-- :-:'.: ^-

2e Apr:1 ai
nra--.l i r Fic

P:enary

GL
P'- ^

\ R.egj-onal- Ervi:onmg:,E.a1
Ea:Iy Wa=ni:g Sy-st,an fo:
Smal1 Develc-oing Islands

5 )!: . Jchn Sc o t: , Pres ident .
C.-n-,e: !o: Pu:lic Se=-yice
Communrcations, Arlingion,
Virgiaia, USA

Ass:sEeC by

!!:. Je:en1' Ccllymore,
Q.:ai nn: I I.)i 'r-ont-nr.\sY 4

Caribbean Disaster
Ernergency R,esponse Agency

and

lrt- t'r..-i'l For--i drrov.: -- --uYs,
ExecuLive Direct.or
Caribbean }te teorological
t1-r.ra n i - q r.i ,rn

,{ \r-., - -! t'lc,y 3 L
nnnn i- t-l^c

P.ena=]t



A/coNF. 1-67 /CP.P.5
15 Aprll L994
EIIGLISH ONLY

COASTAL MANAGEMENT IN SMALL
ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES

prepared for the

GLOBAL CONIERENCE ON TIIE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
OF SMALL ISLA}ID DEVELOPING STATES

by

Dr. Vili A. Suavao
Director
South Pacific negional

Environment Prograrule

at the reguest of the secretariat of the
GLobal Conference on the Sustainable Developnent
of Smal1 Island Developing States

Case Studv No. 4

The views expressed in this paper are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations
tha. subject matter.

94-I 8l 64



Soutb Paciffc Regional Envlronment Programme (SPREP)

Coostal Mmatement in Small Islsld Dcvelophg Statcs
(SPREP Socrfrtb)

Prcscntcd by D? VA A. Pvavu, Drrc&n SPEEP

Abgrpct

The concept of Ineartcd Coastal Zone MuraSerDant (ICZtvl) sbould ix viewed as promotinj
$c susa,inrble dardopmcnt of coertrl resourcar. In the concxt of Snall Island Detrdopin3
Sutls (SIDS), effective ICZM can only bc achievod through tle adcptioa of island
appropriarc' mettrodologics and a;groechcs. Tnat is. $iDS p;oblcrns require SIDS solutiorns.
In this papcr we examine a range of irsr:es 6rat necd :o bc considercd vheo dwe.loping ICZlo{
approachea in SIDS. The coverege is b;" io mc8:rt comprehcasive, ard thc issucs will wry in
imponarrcc firm siag b.siaic. Howevel. thcsc issuan, wtten considered in terng of gast SIDS
colsul mrflafement expcd:nces, dictltc rhc nccd fot t proccst<rbilui approach o ICZIv{.
A numbsr of rtcomnsrdarions arc pro"ided. both grrneral a.od socclfic, thst wc ftcl rre
impor.ant fo.r promocng a.rd esabijshi:'lg :ffccdve ICA{ in smail islanci dorCrying staas.

L I*rMn

-I.l lr:ernoronol agnerr{ttrs ctd Cocstal Tanc Mcrc#ns! - UI;CED od lllc furfunos
Cor{ennce

Decisioru alpn at tlrc Unitcd Nations Confercnc o{r Environnent and Dordoprnant
fUNCED) heve without s doubt influonccd thc diraction trlen il the managsrnent of corrnl
arcas. R'hcthcr thesc inarnrdonel ryrocrncnts arc rcspoosiblc fot t pardigm sNfi in thc way
we m&1sge tbc cosseJ zonc (Cici-o-Srin, i993) or whaher thcy heve rimply forrnaliscd a trEod
towerds inagreted mrn&tcmcnt, ':hc increarcd ruppon for this approach is e mensurc of thc
change in pcrrpoctive thrt hrs occ..rrod. Whllc thcm is 8tremcnt o rhc acncrrl diretion, the
approach to coestal malugErncnt r.rd its rpplicsrion to rpocific groups. in rhis casc rmall lcl$d
dcveioping !ttlc!, r€qukes some rJircussion. Indocd this is tnrc of much of A3enda 21, which
reflccts r globai consenlur bur rcnuirc$ morc spccificiW if ir is o bc appliai to particular
trouPs. The Clobal Cont'crencc r,ro lhc Susta.inable Dndopmart of Small Islend Dcvdoping
Saus tBrrbados Confeccnx), crllod for in Chsptcr l:(S) of Agcnda 11, rocogniscs this nod.

During thc ncgoti*ionr in pncpa,ntion far Ol€ Barbrdos Confccnce tlrcrc hrs ban recognition
thst thc lack of an in'carrtoJ appnuch to ;orstal and rrurinc irr€a rnrntgement h.u incrersirgly



rcrulted in degradd coalcs and coasul resourcas in Small Islaod Dcvcioping Sutes (SIDSlt.
As sustainablc drzelopment in small islar:d Ccvelcping statcs dcpcnds largcly on coasul ard
marinc resources (Uli, 993), rhe devclupmert of any coltial managemcfl lcchaiquc is
fundamcnral to tiuir future. In doiag so it is inporunt to recognisc $at :or rslandl 116r
smallness has a profound int'lucncc on thcir social goale and dcvclopmcnt options. ar well as

magmfl,ing rhe iapacu of poor dcr;isjons. Thir is mrc for bo^b iruppropriate &velorpmenr as

well as ill-conceivd solutioru. Thc particular corutraints and opporuaitics fac:ng SIDS in rhc
tnarugemcnt of their coasul resorrces must thct3forc be carefully considelerJ before any
particular modcl or soludon is prcrpoacd.

Panicuiar dimeuions of tbc "soasel malagcasaf problem', r'ecognised in tle Acdon
Prograrnm: for *rc Suslninrbls Development of Small Isla.od Developing Statcs. ro be
consrdered and e:dorsed by rhe Barbados Corrfcrcrce. arc the laucily af 'Cuz'Z n€cessary !o
m;rnage tbe coasul zorp. thc lack of instir.rriors at thc natiorul lcvcl, and uc rrced for en
apprcracb to Inte3rarcd Coasul Zone Managernent (lc7*t, that is relevarn to rslalds. As a
rcsult tlre Aetion Programarc calls for bctrcr inf<rrrnatjon to assis.r decisioo-maklag, the
streogthening of appropriaa insdrutions ard iegislarion,' anj tre developmerr of island-
appropriaa methociolories for ICZ,M. I3y rxzminl:rg a ratlge of spccial issr:x for susuinable
devclopmeat in SIDS, including porpulation. clirnae cha.o.ge, westr managenrent, economic arrd
instiurtional caoaciry, ii is possiblc ro betler de.sr:be how th';:sc issrrs can be adCrcsscd by
rczji.

1.2 Objeuivcs

To assist cornric.s make prcgress with thc broad :eorunerxlaioos in the Acrion Prograinmc
this paper ain:-s 'o:

r extminc a rurgc c'f issues rhat need ro [re ccosidered. as i:icvant iCZ]I approactes at:
devclopcxJ ior smail islands:

r provide an ovcr.iew ot'th: ccastai matr2tsncnt issues ard problcrns confroru:lg small
developing islends;

r ltllscs3 tlrc ct'ectivencss of coastal nrariBgeocrt il thc contcn of snall dcv:loping islands;
. explaia tbe concept of integrated coasttl zonc g'rrnngeoerrt" and i;s relevarrc to

sustainablc develcpmcnE in smnll developing $srcfi; and
r providc recommendations concerning furure acrions.

There is ntl doutt rhat practi:al arrangcmpils to improvc mamsemcDt of rhc coastal ;oDc ue
rcquircd in SIDS. It is hopetJ this paper *'ill proride soroc insi-rbrs cocerninE rhe narr stcps
to bc taken with rbc usc of ICAn tbr islrnds.

It sill first bc importrnt to briefly outlinc sorDe ccncepts and definiticrns used in relgtion to
coastal z(rns luilnlJement. S'ithr-rut examining atl rspccu of srsurnablc dcvcl-rpmcsr in SIDS.
a number of spccial issues arc discusscd in tcrms of theu rmpact on thc plurd:rg antl
Iluuutcmcnt of t\c corsBl uonc. The e$olutioll r.\i co&sul zons rnsrurgcrncnt r"r,J the potcntirl
role or :tpproach to ICAf for islrnds is then discusscd bclbrc recomrnerdstiouc are prcsented.

I Tablc I ll:u r.hc Scujl lrti.nd Dcrclgp,* Sratcr, rlrclr;ngulJrlon and pcptJrrron jror"th rlrc cs,J[larcs. rod lruJ
orrJ sc.r arcor larhJxed ftorn OritTkh & A$o. la9-i r:rrj UN. l9g2).I Thc tcrtn 'drte" rl urcd hfJt rn rt.r brc.rdcrt rcnrc - rlulc u\c rntrrrmltton tt urdcr!Ltn'JtnI c.(bt rn tclrnr r"r(
ttadlltOnal \rxrrr'lcdgC lt lt n-rt rclJilv avrilabi: lrr lt'tilt! ;OJl.-;lrve dCCrriOn.m^r,\:np.

-t



Tablc I: Snal! Islatd Devctra,ping Swtcs - PoPulation, PoPtilutbn Growih Rzlcs, Lan'd and
Sea Araas (sourees; Grllltth & Ash;,c, 1993';ZTii Utt, l'992)
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2. Conccpts

Tbere has been considcrabla dirussit,n rn dra literarurc concching ttre tcrms td be urcd and
their delinitions (e3 Bracbya, et al, 

"*3: 
Clark. L9V2; Kmchrngton & Cra'.rrford. 1993;

Sorcasen & McCrcary, 1990; World Coest. 1993). Tbc v:.rt majority of this lirerarure dcrivcs
from. and lugely r?h,tcs to. the dcveloped; corniiranal siurarioi.

Lu SIDS. putianJuly whcre tilc t:zditional culare predomiuds, nruh of dre sai-dard 3olsal
zonc sumgcll!€tlt terminololy is quia alien. For example, whaL rs thc 'coagral zonc' to a
communiry which rnanages all its resouiccs (frocr tbc carcbriuna ro rhe open s€a) through
cllstoEury tenute and usc ri3hts, scmi-autonqroously and inespccuve of governrrc:rt aurlrorify?
How end wby should sucb a caregorisation bc u,adt? Whar purpose docs 1r scne? Wlur d,oes
'inegradon' me&n. esp'eially between comr::r:nitix which f,ave lugely actcd ia ccqlae
indcpcrdencc of each orher longcr thac aDycnc can rcmemhy' Wtrat is 'planning' ro a
cornmuniry which rears to a very Ciffer:et set of e@ial, culnrrEl a:rd ecooomic objecri-res ald
coneniratel all thc resourc€s of thc exteaCcd faurily on innnsdiare. up+ooLrg by evears of
Iocai and sulrural signifrcance? More g:ncrally. rvhar is "plinn;ng" to societies whic.b have
tnditionally had an abunda.acc of utural rcsouices for their needs r:quiring rrul'tnal snercgies
to ensurc continuity of supply? What ar: nplars" for corSal managefiEnt io coftr::unirix used
16 Eanaging *rcir afrairs day by day and wcek by *'eckl tbrcugh rncctings a"d verbal
gonscnsus? Or to corarrruairjes which r.eruge by foclssing r,JrB on a higirly rci:eed ?roc€ss
tb.al on a."plannin-e svstern' of prear;'ang:c progress towurds long-teirr objcerives?

While some SIDS may firxi rhe basic cio*prs aod crninolog.v of coestal zone ;iranrggrnerr
nore compacible s'ith &cir own resoure merageEogD! pracriccs. any rigorous aoolicarion of
stauiatd ncthcdoic.b'ies wculd hre ooth *'en*'hciming and iorpprcpriaa to $le ra"ge cr small
island cucurntunces. For cxample. n'bj.ic "im:gradon" or perbaps more appropriateiy 'cc.
ordinstton' of acdviries and qlecisii:n-raking is needed in mosr SIDS. tirc mrure of th.t
integration is likely' to be quirc ditTereru ro tbc standrrd develop,ed. conrinen:at natjon rrodel
oncn proporc for coasul zr,.Dc manage:r€n[.

2.I Coasul zone

For convcntioru sake *'e rrill usc the 33fin 'coastel'fone' (ath:r rhnn .g6461a1 area. as it
apPcars to be the morc widely accepted. Ho*rvcr, ir would tic more appropriatc rbr SIDS co
adopt ternoinology tlur is appropriats ro r:'reir individual circurisunces, ro minimise in-ccunrv
misundersundings.

Corui-ocnul and large isltrd slatc.s rerl-gnise rheir coasul zoncs as disrrncr rcgioat wirh
re.sources t}tat rcquirc sprcc:rl atrcotion. 3$lltirg is rhc wcll csr.rblishod secorai approach to
these srcas - this seme concipt. has heen ::'enstcrrcd. iruppropriatell'and u::successfulll.. to the
smaLl islands contr.\t.

The "coastd :onc' in manl' srnall islandr. from a s)'$ems a,nd eccrlotical pcrspecrive. is for all
Intents and purposcs thc rvh.rlc i.sl:tnd, L.rycrcd on top ol'tNs ue r rdr\ge of political, culrural
lnd legal rnlngements rvhich effctt the utrlisr,t:on rnrl muragc'meut of rcsourcrs n tic s-osstEl
:one.

Definrng the crrasrul rrrnc in thtr rrmull :slanrls contc.\t
cColtr$ tcil pcrlpcc ( rve . genertl is a t ions \. i.\n!.erojng 1'brt

sboulil inyolvc llcrrt'ilitv. From rn
constirut., tlre "cr.sstll ltrttc" crn be



I

:

roadc fcr srnall itlardr. Howevgr. from *r culurral and potidcat pa;spective tbe dcfuiition oI

thc .,ccastat zone" needs to be devaloped on aa islard by islard basrs. For cxamplc, wbal

constn,i6s ths coasial zonc barcd on slallrnary tenure? In SIDS tt varics from only rmall

arcas of lrttd fija:*rt lo t}te coast, dlrough to sysEm.s ircorporatin3 arear from the ceatre of

tbe islandt out inro ilrc occars, or in sOrnc Cltct even the entire isl"nd'

2.2 Qtastal zorte rn'aruge7nzu

Generally speaking, whcre coastal zonc rnrugemsDt has been aue@tcd ia emall developing

islands ir has bgln based on rhe developcd, contitcntal ccul]lries' nodcls of sercrd

maDsg?meut. Thi.q has bcsn duc to al leasr &ree fadon: political (and tbfieforc

adminjstradve) sL.uaures in amall islands brsed oo formcr colo'nid systsDs; co8std

managrflenr techniqucs a,nd nrethods developed in ard for rhc iarger developed counuies; ald

overseas developmcnt a-srisuncc for coasui menatcrosnr being driven by the experierres of

dcveloocd counsies. The cvolution of coasral mansgamcnt is di-russed laer in rhis paper

(secticn 4;. \

2.3 Integrated cesnl ZOne natugemcg anl, sttstcindb[e d*e[opmnt

There are many i:finrtions of iCZM. Tbc cooccpt of ICZIT4 Las beco describcd !o tbe

Nocrcwijk Guidslii.s for ICZM as:

....& govem6ental process and'consisrs of the legal anc insigdonal fraacwotk

rEcessary 1o c16ure tb,at develoglDclrl aod managetnenl plans for cOastd ZOIE ere

iaregratal u'i1!1 envuonmental (inchrdrsg socul) gorfs ast gre msde wiih tbe

paniciparioe of rhosc afi'ccrcd. Tbc purposc of ICZM is ro maxin'izc tbc bocftts
provide.C by '.be coasral zone aorl !q minimirp De conflics aod bargrful effects of

ectivitles upon each orher..." (Worid Bank, 1993:l)

It bes also been described a.s:

'...a cornp'rcbensivc, muki-secroral. intcgrarcd rpproac.h to tbE planning sod

l11srggemcgl of coasal Breas. This encoupasses I proccss of assessmcra' planail3 rd
mansgerrlcm for thc susEinablc developocnr, multiplc usc r-od cossenat'ion of coasul

arcE!. rEssurcgs and ecosystems... It is l prucas.r tbrt musr be trilorcd o fit igo tbc

instigionsl and organisitional cnvironmcors of tbc counries involved, irrluding
political lsd 6.lminiquatilc strucrures, cultural pattcrns aod srxial tradirions (Sctr$. cr

u/. 1991). With rhe diversiry of environmental, socisl, culnrel arxl a;onornic

condiriors lin SIDS] rhe ICZM Frocess rvilt. by necessity, d'ifIcr fram i5lanrl to islanrl."
(SPREP. 1993:3).

Thc \\'orld Ctrasr ConfererL-e's pre<onrercrrx workshop for rhe E-rsaro Hcmirphere llvtcLcrn
& \lurnurl. 1993) det-rned rbc ICZM 'frsme' as:

'...a dl.nanric process in which a coordinstcd suatcgy is dcrrloptrl and irnplcmcnrcd for

rhe ellocatros of cnvironmenral. stxirculrursl. ud irsrrmtilrrnl rcsources to gchieve tbe

cotrsen'cricn cr\d surtainrblc usc uf thc coesnl lonc.'

Ir is imponanl ro note thnr rll ot thcsc dct-ruitirrru i dcscriptions. relbr to lCZIrt |u a "Procott'.

Ho1'.e'cr. irr rrrlity it ir 1;tlcrr Bn alllirplrous prn:c-\s rvitlrout r tlearll'dclineJ mcthulology.



S[D.S nced to trkc advartage of thig, as it wiil be thc flcxibility of apptoach that wilJ :nrble
ICZ,'4 tr,r bc of such relevarcc r.rr thc SIDS siruation.

Tbe concpt of st;rtainable dcvelopment is b*sr dcccribed as a pr*esb. ratb:r than 61 sn6-
poiru. guidcd by a range of principles. Tb. Rio Dcclaration, that wes cndorscd by tlrc world'e
leaders at the Earti Surrmrit l7)2, contziru a range of 

'priraiples that r3flect rhe poliriel will
of thc day. Y/hile thcsc principlca Ery rcqr:lre i-otcrprcution ar tlc nariorul ail Lcr,'al level,
su$aineble development to meet tbe needs of the presant without comprornisrng tbe abillty of
funrr: generatioru to rncst thsir own sccds will commonly iavolvc:

. panicipuion of local communitiss a-Dd elevanr grouDs it the plarrniog aod
imp lanenraricn o f dc vel opmenr and conserv arion acri vitix ;

. integtatcd plenning. in particular the incorporatioa of esriioorocrnal a.nd popularioa
coasideradons into eccrnomic and, scctoral policies ald plaos:

r applicadon of the.precaudonary approach ro planning and dcvelopmcm.

Where ths defi.uilion of t\e coasul zonc irciuCes tbe eotire island, tben successful coasel z,csa
mEfiasernenr woulC csseotially be syrront'crous wir.b thc susmi.rabla dcvelopment of those
zones. fu suggesed by Griffith and Ashe (1993). LCZM is designed to prcrDoe susraiu.ble
d:vclopmeu of ccastal r:sourcss. Ideall;", iCZl! i-n tbe smail isl3rxis contcxl shculd be
vie*'ed as being {vnon!'tnous with "integraeC islafiC mmagan:c:r". This has coesiierable
impon for small islands. especially' tbosc yet to establish coasnl rna;rngelDcnr ptogt*nncs.
Sepamte Suqcainabic Devclopmeru and Inrcg;atcd Coasul Zooc Ma-osgc$Ent proF"ftmes
would for rll inreru and propos:s te an urrD€ssar]' ciuplicatiou of effon.

3, Sustainable Dcvelopment of SIDS - Somc Issuss for ICZM

If aprpropriae mdels fcr susurirubic tlevclc.pmeff arc to bc cvelcped for SIDS, rbcu a
number of special lssucs necd to bc takcs into accou$. This sccr.ion docs not seek to sddrers
the full range of such irsues, rather it discus-ses rhose wirh Fsrticular implications for ICZI{ in
SIDS gercratly. Appropriare models for susainable developrncur will rcgrire tsilortng ro the
particular circu.msFnccs of individugl SIDS and thcir regiorul coulsxr. Thc issues considered
below. thercfore. serve to illr.rstratc the rud ror a difftrent oycrall aprproach for SIDS ICZM
to that gencrally sssumcd for rhc largc dcvelrrccd counnies and pirhin tlc conrexl of $'hicb tbe
concept of ICZM lrose.

3.1 P:opulation

It is otien suggestnJ thrt grorr:ing prrpulatiurns pcsc lhc greatest thr:at to rhc environment and
sustaitrable dcvelopntcut. Tl'hilc population grcun-b is sn imponanr con=rn. rhere is no simple
connecuon Erctn,een rhc nunrt'cr erf pcaplc and the crten( r_rf damrgc. Envircn$ennl
dcgradatron (rnd ;cnstrilnts t.'l susteinahle 3gvglLrpmcnt) are mt caused sirnply b1' morc
peoplc. hut, perhrps filr)rt imporurnly, b'v r.,her rhey do - thsir *onomic rcriviries. the
tcchnoloyy they use. and thcir Fanerus of rcsc''urce consumprion (Chung. 1993).

With a limircd lrrxl arer, rud ortcn trrgrlc cavuourlcnts, tbc np.id gros'th trl popuhdoru is
oftcn an inrporunt concern tor islrnd counrrics. .{s thc grcrt nrrjorrrl', if not rll. thc



populatlon of SiDS ts wi*lrn rhe coastal zonr, populaticrn has becc.me a maJot considerauon

for SIDS coailftl zonc mana?.mant.

A cornmon feaure sf mnny SIDS is ..ta conccD:ration of people in small. prcdominaaily

cuas',a1. areas as a reruh o1 internal migratioa trom rural to urbrn alcas, ourcr islaodr to maia

i5tanrls, or smrli ro large isiends, cornpcundcd by ofun high raas of narural popuLation

incrcase. This is hardl-v- surprising givcn tbc limit.l land ar.;ns ablc to support pcople in muy
S1DS. lo sr"rcb cases, bowevcr, it is not unuzual fsr SIDS to suPport extremely high

population deasrties, iuch as in Male (Maldives) and Puufuti Cluvalu). Th:se localircd

couceilratiooe of populstion u-sually cornribue rc coruidcrable environmenral saess on tbc

rcsources of rbc inmediare coasal zone.

Evsr for large b.gb rslanCs, degradarion of coasral resourccs (particululy lagoon, recf ad
rpapgrovc covfoamenu) is ior SIDS aa early, and parhap thc most si3nificant. environrasnral

impaer of a high popularion densiry witb an uqsusuinable irrcnsiry of terrestria,l resource usc.

In such sigatiofrs rhc ovsnrse and degradaliotr of tcaric llsources of islands witl high coasul
porpnlarions are ccmpoundcd by tbc large burdcru of topsoil, aEtociated organic matrer ard

agric'.itrura.l chenicais rrarsponed by strc:ro.s 3om tbc w&tcr crtchneats. It is clear.
rhe-tore, tbat SIDS ICD-,{, nust uke a!€ount of activitier inlerd of tbe coas:al arcas ald
proFlotc the use of icss damagrng pracriccs i.o tbssc areas by appropriate ale2n<.

ln *,-b lighr. rh: coE; pl of 'carrying capaciq' - rh4 ihe number of peopie tbar can be

sus:arned on an isiand is largciy a furcticn'of Lllrritcti lenrl areg, tr-agile environmenu and

tecL,nology - bas a basrs in coni:ron sensc. .{.s dces tbe ogposiag concept of 'ciitical rnass' -
where many SIDS. cir.bcr for rheir rotal popuhtion (eg Niue), or for ouer or smailcr islsnds of
islanci groups (ct Kiribati. \lald.ives). arc closc to or bciow wbat ma) be considcred m be the

mhirnrm level .ri popularron r'or sustainablc cogrmunigss, Calcuiat:ag tbe :bresholdr for
gfrhcr, howcvcr. can be very difficult and b+comes rDore of an academic qu.stioE, th:n 3

pracircal rool for coasral zone rrltnagemect, .oanicularli' in the contcxt of SIDS. Ir is clesr,
thou_qh. rhar borir condirions cxist lbr SIDS, oftcn simulls.rcously in t-he sr.np island grolry,
maklrg both siglrfrcaat cousiderarions for SIDS ICA{.

Anorher feaure of SIDS is rhat msny have dominanr. or st lcast promiDtDt indiSeno{rs

crrlrurcs. Whilc ir is difFrculr ro g;neralise tur dt SIDS. noncdeless rcgiond psttcrui rn8,v tr
disccrncd. ln tbs Pacific rcgioo Eost SIDS hrve stmng culurrcl raditions. which arc largply
ccilrgd on rbe esendcd hmill'. In such mirures it is oflen thc csse drat large families are the

norm and eg a renrh. rrtes of population iscresse around thc region sre ccdlrooniy bctrecn
r'*'o rnd tive pcrcenr. Thc commcnrs expressed by somc of thc Pscific region's lcedcrs at a
spq:ial popularicn scminar r.rganised'b;.- tbe South Prcir'ic Fon:m in 1993 demonsnetld how
surrnsly ttrc culturcs oi rhe Pacitic hold to thcir currcnt vicws on largc fr.milics.

Thc relativcly hrgh nrcs of Fspulstran gras'th ct !nan!' SIDS is rn"slcd b1' mother rcgional
p\aFulation rrend, rbsr oi hrgh cr(ernrl migretion. The effects of cciErtion on colstal :onc
msnsBernenr unl sustainrblc tler.elopment go te1'onrt rhc anificial lowering of popularion
grr\$th rrrcs, These migranu otien rcmit lrrge rrnouns of cssh to tbcir t'a,milics which h$ a

distu''rting cffcct on thc srstainable dcvslop&dnt equstion of the SIDS. fn some c.rscs

renrittanccs routurly cxceql c.(port cxrningr. Thir tcnds to nrrsk cnrironr.rcntrl problcmr. by
supply'ing aD crsv alrcroarir,c ro dcalirlg rr'ith tlrc rr-X)r r.rf thc pmblcm - for cx.rmplc thc rrpid
declinc in the inyhore subsisrcncc fishen' cm fre more than mrru*hcd by tltc importation of
crnrrcd l'ish.



3.2 Econcmic Dcvelopment Conditions

In addition to those ccoditions referred rc in &e previous section, 3.1 Populatiou, ilrcre are r
rurrnbcr of comrnon elcocrns to economic dsv:lop'racar in SIDS. Due to Ihe locaricra of
dcvclopment acdvities almost cntircly in the coesal zotn, anA thc cuoulatrve effeu of
inappropriate davclopmcnt on coasal resources, thesc corditions are of paniarlar tignificencc
o the developn€nt of ICZM appropriau tot SIDS.

Tbe great majodty of developmed is governmcnr inidarcd and aid furdcd. Cficn aid projecu
are rargcrcd at inFaslrucu:re dcvcloprncd. Incieasiryly thcrc is a treod to d:veloping in-
country capaciry for scif-nrfficiency, stitrnrladon and nuru.ring of smaU p?ivare sercrs. aad a
growrxg empbasis on humaa resource dcvelopraoent. InEgrarion of dcvelopncat eforts
towards long-crm susuiDabiliry is a relacively new dcvclopmed objecrive. and ooe which
almost without exccption has y'et to show tangible rcsults io SIDS. The co-ordinatico of
government s€rtor plrnning wiich hrs begun. w:th varying dcgrees of success. does not futfil
the objcctive of loug+ern inte3;'atioo of both gove:aoed and commrn.ir) ptanning sd
mrnrgBEGO! cffons.

Many SIDS have cconomis rhnl arc sdli iargel,v zubsisrcnce b&ecd, bur wirh a slowty growing
cash ccnomy. Fcw have €coDomies rnat could coutinue in ar:yr.iring lile Lheir cut:tnr
dlrecrioo without .:n-going 5ufsr:nri3t aiii inpus. and-/or remicanes. Eren fewer SIDS :uve
diversificd economies - iru-r:ad most rely on s few k:y econ<rrnic actividcs (cg tourism,
fisbing. rorpical frult prociuc:ios aod c.rport). This rnates mosr SIDS r..rlncrablc rc tbe
pcrfor$atcc of a few external marlicts. and iLe task of csrrblishing tong-anm sustainablc
d,evelopmant even morc prcblcr:auc. It also givbs rise ro a particujar view of resourcEs snd
developmcrn $et is not often recogniscd for large developed narions - all resou:css are rhere ro
bc uscd rnd will bc uscC. Tlere is often iirtle or no oFrporaniry rc consider cpricns for thc
pcscn'ation of coual ttrsoures by such rn*ru es Dational puks ud reservss iD rbe
esublisbcd meqning of tbese renns.

Io urms of the coastal zonc. tbe great majoriqv of exploitarioo occur adjacent ro tbe coasr rnd
*dl often involve ttrc devetoprnent of coasul resources. [frnrgcoent, and particulrrl;i rbe
planning for and intcg;rarioo of dcvclopmcnt in r.\c coascal zone. is oflen a pmbtern in SIDS.
There rs unlitely to bc a tradition of, or capacir,v tbr. plamiqg developmenrs - prrriorleriy in
terms ef intcgrrtir4r prujoct plaonin5 w'ir,\ orher 6gvsl{.rpment objccrives. Nrtjonel cconomic
rcliancc on onJy a few g6ssqmic acrivirics aleo r:nds to prcoccupy dccision makcn wjrh tbc
.$rvival rnd dcvclopmcnt ot kc1'sectcrs, espccialll'when mrrkers for ttrese soctors src
deprcssaJ. lntcgration of planninr and dcrtlo'pmcil ctfofl is thus nor rtwsvs s logical ncw
drrcction for docision makers.

I! SIDS witl suong subsistence rcrrvirv (e.nd ps.rticuh.rly thosc -wirh custopary rcnure and
tTurnl8cmcru of rcsourccs). mrnagcmcnt',.rf coasul resLrurcer is urualli' cven morc t'csussaj on
use of rll possible resourcr's. Apnn t'rom Sovernmcat der.elopment pnrjeas, ecotu.'mic
dcvclopmcnl rt this level is li[cl.r to bc smsll scele. buc ma1' cumulatively hsve ccn-sidcrsblc
ncgatiYe cnvitonmcntrl imprcs rrn coustul resources. Planncd rcrourcc dcvelopmeru t( thb
lcvcl. howevcr, is usruttl'conlincd to the lrndr nt'indiridurl custornarl, authr-rriticr (froquentty
thc villrSe council). Thcre i.s olicn no practicc of, or opprrrrunitl' Io, co-r\rdlo.ltc cfl'cctivc
ItrnS'term economic rleveltrpment betwe€n these unirs of authority [n drcse ckcumsranccs,
tborofrrre. corst:rl rcsr\urc€ rlevclr.\p$Grrt is chlrtrctcrised b;- r rclrtivell' lerye numtcr of



discres rdminisuztrue and ;nanagcmaut uait along tbs sql3tlina, altbougb eacb untt u likcly

to tuve rcsponsibiliiT fbf resourcc tlcveloprnent frgm tbc catchmcmg to thc opcn ogcall'

Thc dcvelopmcot of apprcpriate modcls for i::negtaEd coastat ZonE marlAgclrr;Dll in lmall'

devetoping lsland slaus neeCs to 6" appropriats tn th:ir circumstatlcts as dcveloptng uationr'

ns discussed by Bloye olur (1993), the accepted guidetirc lot dsvelcPing corucies i! 
""lo

dofirc sustEinsble paEems and inrcnsiries of dwelopmcat". More pcpr:luly this is erpresscd

as meeqng tbc needs Of thl presc1E without coapromning the abiliry of fourre geocfetioru lo

mecr rbsir own neds. If uhis approach were a.doprd, u a prirnipal objective fsr illegrated

coastal zoDc rDanegeincut fcr islaad dcveloping utiotl', it wolld reslrc plus to idenfify what

human acuvides ard interujries of use are flrsuinable in &e coasul zfrrv, afi tben proporc

appropriatc suatrgies for acr.ieving tbem'

This congasts markedly with tlc staDdald Westem modcl of inrcgrated coestal zor'e

sunagclotnt, which roai bc corsidcred to hava largely developod ro bring ordcr to tbc cbsos

crisring between rhe compalpg uses of thc coasal-surp of land a.od watcr and to revertc tie

resul=-og scverc de3:adatioc of cor.sul resourcs'

3.3 Clirrcte dur,se atzd 9a Le.wl Risc

sIDS alc paliculafiy vul-o:rable ,,3 cli6ap ctange. r'ariability end sea lcvel risc' with oe

conc:ntradcn of po:ularion and developrnent founcl in rhe coastel zorx, any cbanges due to sca

level, as indicaeC by IPCC scierCs ("Br:siness er Ususl"). wiil havc significaru and

profa,:nd effees cn rhc ccnomics of tbesc narions rnr{ bs3gfgrc s:astd zoDe maasteEcll'

Thc exisaoce of *nain low li"ing coungries wouid bc $ieatcneC by sca levcl cbaogx'

lnundation of ourl,vbg islards asd loss of the lands mey rcsult i:o loss of excturive economis

zone ;'ighrs over la;gJ areu. Global climae cbange may altcr rIe disu'ibutiou of zoi]c$ of up-

wellng ald mr1' 'rffoct fisbcries production in add'ition. it may IEP&ct on vegelation ald

saline intrusion will advenely ariect tbc fr-Jsb*'ucr rcsourc€s. Tbe incresscd rrt4uencl rnC

inrensiry of cyclcrc snd $orm surges rhat ma.v result from cllmate ch^nge will hlve profcund

effecu on both economies and the cnvironnenu of SIDS. hblic scccss to anl more

infcrnogdon on climatc clrangc anl its effers on SIDS, should bc mado availgble O eurble

appropriae responlc srramgies to bc dcveloF€d rd imFlaneoed. Thcsc resPooso erategioe

ma1 well be an inrgat psrt of carstal zonc Mlllge$tcnt Phns'

The i:ramework Convcndon on Climate Chenge trCCC. 1p$1) which cEgrc i.oro forcc on

Marsh Zl l9g4 is expecrd to m.rlc a sigoificant contrihttion to llducing tbc threat of globrl

climere change anc sia levet rise cs well as rnidgrring and lssisting countrics to adapt to these

impscs. ln parriculrr, prniis ro rhe FCCC have recognised thu small lsland cot$rics crc

parlrcularly' r'ulnerrble tc' thc. advcrsc etTecrs of ctirnarc cbenge nnd hsve committed

thcsrsclves, inler ;itb lo:

"(d) prorol.ie zustlnsblc r:lrnagsncor. aol promotc aod ocopcrarc in thc cunser?lion

andcnhsrcelDgnt....]f...coasulrndmrrineecotyctems:

(c) tlc\,elop rftJ ehborule uppnrpriac and inrogrstod plsns tbr coasral ionc

mrna5cnicnr'.." (FCCC. Artictc {'l (d) erxt (c))

\\'hilc thcrc is srill dcbate ebour rhe mrgnltudc trf .'limute change o'nd ser levcl risc, for SIDS

t5e rrsue is lcrr inrprrr.tsnt tlot (rr tnkc into rccr.runt. A prec:rurionar)' apFronch nocds to bc used



rhroughour Cr,rastal zr:nc m{na3cmeDt !o enJlire ltut cllmate cnange and sea lzvel r:,sc are

adeguatcly addrcsecd in coastC zone plail srrd mana1fircnt approacbcs.

3.4 Wase and Savage

This is oac of rh: rnost viribte ancl ccrrnrrronly pcrccived environnrcntal problems in SIDS

coastal zones. Many SIDS pollution conrrol proguDrDo focus on "}afi' Uared ssurccr- of
pollution. As discussed abov2., rhis is in part often simply due ro locel overporpulation, but b
also a funcrion of tbe trarure of thc cconoane activities bcing urr'.:rtakcn, the trchaologics
being used. and tia inkneides of resourcc usc being practi8cd by tlur po'ptulatioo. Ia rnany
areas rradirional ways of disposing of weste a.re slil] bcing cmploycd, cven though tbe producs
and wasres of indlstrialiscd socicrl, ar: no'w bcing widely imponed ald'are not amanablc to
traditional wase rnsnagemeil practiccs.

Soludons to these problenrc, howevcr. Brxl to be ratber difficult in hgt wbilc saroe reladvely
smalt. localised ccastal areas roay have beawy populuion dcnsities. th: toal population arxJ &e'
governmeu's fnaacial capabilirles arc likely to bc too srnell to suPPsrt thc inves@gor in
infrasrrucnrre r:eessery- ro provide cclirctico aa,l disposal of tbc wastes in guesdoa. In
panicuier, searrcr:C acd gercnlly small islard populuioas Effike tbe econcmic operation of
recycling almosr inpossible rl; all but r.be nost lucrativc itcms without sorne form oi subsidy.
or rcgionai approacb.

With tbc exccptioa of ,o.. SIDS with rcladvely beavy invesment il panicutar single soctor

industries whish ;eate significsar polluioa (zucb ar firh canrpries io Americao Samoa), slany
SIDS rcod to exhibit pcilurion problems that Fsult tlorn tbe c.rnulsile cft-as of individual
actions. for ex'arrple: tl..c disposai of toxic ",ratcririls zucb ar useC cngiru oil, ca.- buteries. a-od

old srocks of agricrrlnrnl chenicals, or tbe ead resuls of water cstihrnern forcst clearzoce.
disposal of plasdc items ao^l ;onraminarion of grouod wgrcr b.v inadequatc sct*rge disposal

facilities.

In man1, cases SIDS ue+d bclp ro reach rbeir pcopie in order to cducar end i.uform tlsn of
appropriarc wlys to m.Enage modern wasrsE. or to inrcgnrc national policics ro linit
impornrion of penicularly damaging marcrialr. Often developed DadoDs' soluiionr are
proposcd from ouuidc wbich rake linle accouil of rclevant circuslstemcs io the SIDS.

J.5 Instturbnal Arrcngencrss

Somc gcrural ch.rracte:isrics c'f SIDS have psnicular implic.atioos for the d*'elopmcnt of
appropnitc initirurjonll $rEnssments fcr sus;arnrblc ICZIr{, Thcsc ioclude:

. (hc generally small size cnd lirnitcd sbiliw of' grrvcrnrncrt m.rchirrery' to rdrqinistcr ctld
rnrnege compicx nc\r prosrrmmes;

the oftcn cx+cloniri rururc of manv hunesucracics:

Irr'erDmcnl t'urcru;rrcics thrt rrc ofun hcevil.v dcpcrdcnt on thc suppr.rr of . rid
progruruncs, hoth t'tn..r^'irlly rnd in (erms of crpetrirtc staff and rdviscrs;

ottert rlisprol''.'r'tionstcly l.rrgc buresucnrcies in rclation to the sirc of tltc nrpul:rtir.rn ud thc
CCOOr-lm.Vi lrlJ
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. often a disjunctioa belwocn eovcrnmcnt ard its bur'-aucracy. which n:ay be more irclincd

lo.see lhe machrner'l of governmeni as cxiring to carry out gcve:nment and rninisteriel

clecrs:,ins rarher ':;ll to parricipatc in thc dectsion rOaking proceEt.

In addrrron. rhe day i:t dzl .-ork of .islaruJ goveii-rrenu tcnd lo h stroDt{ly seanral. and glow

io respcgo to new cr;=.;rioas rl any susrailable *'ay. 9/hile many conatn enviroumsnr atfilot
planning uDits witX, a maldatc to co-ordinaE govelrlillent sector pirnning ard muaget}f,0l.
ih.t. ..n gerurnJly tr coruidere{ !o be new arrd srill urable to stroagly iafluencc the way l}trt

go.y"rno.ru hec be.srng acc'.sromcd to carryiag out irr busirss. As a conscqucDse' $crc is

often tirle capaciry ro plan and uDdenake ncw approachcs, cspccia-lly stroagly i"tcgratiog

prograstmes involv!::g bottr goverr.ment and com=unity lcYels of dsisioninakittS'

lf, as 3c.sts iruviratle, relativety radical apprcaches are rcguired on the pan of SIDS

Eoverru*,i1115 ro inregrate resourcc planni.og and malagcnsnt ill tleir coasral zoncs, &eo a

parccular commirmerr ani dirccrion is r:guircd of govef,nncns to discover aad implemern

pro".rr., 3nd, plr.r appropriarc to rhcir paniarlr circilD.ctltlctt. This will requirc crcativity,

for e.racpic it rc,a;- 'te tbar in r}osc SDS with custooary resource tcDure and crarngeaEll!.

rhat "in:egrarion" ;erween villages is Likcly to be objectionable and even impossible, a-Dd

instead scme fotm cf co-ordination should be aiaed at-

A corE:co fcanr: tf nall' Pacifrc SIDS is the :=tjicionel rcle of Cccision-mal(eN b seongly

author:=riau, hie;ar:hical culrures. Tbis ofiaa resuiu h decision-rr.alers teklng dccilions
'xirbou: flrst se:b:g techdcC aCvicc, It may' even nake ir difhe.rlt for dccision makere to

sc;cp', ::chnical sc\';:3 deijl'ereo by new govc:ancil $rucaJrcs a.nii rn*banlsml such as tho.sc

which ;:y be pio;csed to carry' out ICZ.\I.

AnorhE; related scsio-culruial fntnrc in rhc Psc:itc, is rhe likclihmd thar mosr of tbc cfr*tive
decisicn naking r{;urs Et rhe local level. Ii SIDS r+'itb saong rraditional culrurcs and

cusroflrary lud recure, riilage aurhoriq' is ps;emounr in menaging the daily activiries on

vrllag: lerds and lor village resourc€s. lrlatioeal or goverDffint level dccision making may

havc a !:miad impsct oo these Eors truditional practices, which bas obvious implicadoos for

atrertp:s ro initiars pirnnirg, and ro integrate ur corcrdinrtc tbc dccisioa naking of a number

of scpa:ar: villages. In rbcsc c:rgrunsrlnc€s $ere mry cven be e strou.8 aoripathy towards the

co-oriinate{ dccis:ou making ard manrgement required by iCZ\{. Eveo in SIDS wihqut
strong :rsdirional ;ulrurcs, islsrxJ life cften fos=:s r fecluU of sCf-sfficiency that may ceusc

lcss crireme but n,.:rerheless significant difiicultres for iotcgrated plsnning rnd man^agerocor'

[{an1. SIDS havc raditirrnat cuhures rihich int'lusDx thc way in wNch decisions arc madc

and rescuces yuru5ed. Ofrcn this plrces e greatcr emphasis ou lc'c*l community dccision-

mskq{ rhan mighr be expecte,l undci devcloFcd contiDcnnl nations modcls for ICZ}{. Even

wheri. irariitionel .'ulturcs uc not s[r\'rnsly rrprcscntnl, tb,c scattcred anrl sclf'sufficiest Bslurc

trf islrrd commu:::ties ;3n giye risc t() E m\-r€ strongly parochrrl view ttf locgl cotltd
rcsr)urcc InSm8cglcnt.

Ccnn:nl1' rhe s'n' in whrch ICzu prog,r$runcs rrc dcvelopcd tor SIDS wilt oflsu nced to bc

morc ;.r,rricipltoq rnd rtTcrd STcttcr authoritl' ro locrl communitier tlrrn mly bc indiurtcd by

Wesrcrn conccprs r-'f ICZNI Thc pr.-ccss h1' rvhich an ICZI{ Protrrnuoc is dcvolopcd is

likclr tr.r bc parrr;ularty criricel und sill nocd ro bc dcsignod ln *'u.vs that are appmprlilc to

cullttrrl rrrdition lr l'.tul pr'r(ticc' Tlrir ir likcly tr'r trc erscntrrl in slDS q'hcrc r rrditlonal

!!
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culrurc hared on cugtomsry resourcc ownership is dorrururt. It rhculd drrefbre be a ferurc
of ICZM tn SIDS 1o ec:k to rssist an<J ccqicmcar traditicrnal or existing dccision-makrng

- bodies rathcr than o try from the outset to innxJuce DEw urd alico rtnrcnnes or ry to rqlzu,
sli5ring oncE.

4. Coostal Managemeu ln the Contezt of Small Devehplng Islands

4.1 The nolaion oJ counl managenlent

In gencral. rhe usc of coasut zone Eurug:rDcnr ra SIDS. citirr ro addrcss 5u5rqine[tg
developrncru or cr:asul developm:nt isrucs is not well developed. Ir is iryonaru. however, !o
consider trc cvolution of zuch ccastal zone EarugarDent progmflrrcs iD aistcDcc i! SIDS i!
order to ideunfy the feaEures of coasul zorlc f,lalugement which hav: proven to i* appropi:ul:c
for ihcir panicular island circurnsutL:es.

The evofutjon of coasul management i! SIDS had its bcgindrgs ia ihc rnporladon of corccprs
and mo<lels originaring in the dcvcloped. contiacnra.j narions. Tbesc wcre cither rrrro&ced by
aid prcgramrncs, oi in the case of the US Tc=itories as part of a fcCcral progxaruEts, on tle
basis t-hat these epprcacbes were necessry in oider o resolve problcms th:n beccmiag evidcal
ia thc coastal zon:c of SIDS. *hile the airns of coasul zoric mEnagedrcnt wcrc, and grill are,
widely appreiarcc u bcing tmporunl and necessary for SIDS, :arly approaches ro SIDS
coaslal zone na$agemetrt. how:ver, otEa bcij:d the fudanernally differenr e;virorcentai,
ecbnomie rnr{ 5sri&l contcxt from whicb they alose.

Sonc of tbc csrliest :oastrl zcne raarageneru in SIDS war rurd--ratrn in rhe US Tcrritorics Bs

extacicns of lhe L S Federal coasul zone lEa!:gimrot Drograrnme. Essenrially *ris amsurtrcd
to dirgcl traruter cf the S'esrcrn G'-s) model of coas',al zone mtrna8emcnt to SIDS. In Mejuro
for e,runplc, dre Ccastal Conservarion Acr, modeUC on US Fcdenl law, glvcs a dcfinirion of
tbe coasral zonc exlerxiing ilianC f,5 fccr i'ron ihc aeaa high *'aer :zrark. TIus rczulr ln a
coasnl strip along both seaward cnd lagoon .oas!s. but exciuding the c:stral ponion of Oe
Iurrow, low-ll'ing aroU islards from tbe coassl zonc.

Other carly coasul zonc manaSgurenr apprc$bca i! SIDS werc issuc driven ard therefore
scctorai in original principal. ln ordcr to resolve single gecror problems in the coastd zooc, it
was recogniscC tbat otbcr matren beyord thc imrDcdiare focus of rbe secror in grestioo rpedcd
to be considered. but tbc approach rcmained moh?scctoral in esscncc. Exrmplcs of thlg
approach can be secs tn coasLrl mJlru$emcnt rcuued on rnangroves in rhe tsrirish Virgin
lslancs and Amencu Samoa. c.''astal dsfences in Ae Maldives and Kiribsd. snd toudsm in
frji.

The u.se of more cLrmprehensivc approrches than mig*rt orheru'isc bsve t€n errgloy'ed to plan
lbr thc lrrng-term resolurion of a singla secror or re.:rourcc problcm. hrs occrrrcd i.o soc
SIDS. \tost notabll'this has inlrrlved rhe exprnsioo of orher "srarxlard. planning mechrnisms
$uch rs llnd usc plsnnrng rnto I lirrm r-.1consul zone msnagerneru. Examplcs of rhls approach
artr ijurrent llr Jnmrica, C.vprus rnd lrlaruitius. Ag:rin. u.hile thc toans of dre upprc'sch is
u'idcr .lnl rhe objcu.rives perhops morc inretnrive u\an migbr othcrwjsc Mvc been possiblc.
ttonetltclcss ths t'ocus still usuall.v repre.scnts only an srFrccl trf r full coatlrl zonc rtrlrragcrDcflt
apprtt.rch.
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A variarioo on rbc expartrA pla;rring approach for ccastal arear. and onc which pcrhape mote

closcly rcscmbles ,JoaEral zonc rnanagfinent is that of special u:a plaan-rng fot coursl arca3,

such ig for pago Pagoira;bour ia Americru Samoa. In dric ins**ce, howevet, thc arrpfnrir ir
run the cleaa-up of polluuon. Spcclat ar:a planning will uruaUy bc fouod ro heve arisen in

rcsponre to e prnicuiar problcra and it is unusual fur thc ptanni4 Proccss ro locc it obrcillon
v,,irh rhc penicular probiam. whish weighu tbe exercrsc againrt I mot" corfiPreblnsive coelEl

zonc manrgsrDed' approacb.

Onc fearure iilely to ba coulnon to all rhcsc approacbcs is that each hrs u ie bssit tht
reeolurion of a panicular probiem or ler of problctnr, eod while $eec npgrorcbcs migh
perhaps be scnsirjve lo ccgsurl iszues and pr@esses, rbcir pr:rpolc is eslcutirlly norc uarowfy

tased rhan would be the casc tbr LCZM. Tbc objective ir rarely, if evet, lo e$ablish whrr lle
sustaiDrble accivitics in rbc coastsl zone, their appropriau inteasities of use, rnd to establirh

plans and a process ro achieve rbem. ls o&cr word6, if rhis is to bc a principal objective of

coastai zo1e glsrulgerDcg! for SIDS, rhcn we rnrst look at otbcr ex8rDPlca to discovtr possible

mo.Jels for the introduction and achicveuEd of coastal zorE nianaSgngnt i4 ways thrl 31p

apprcpriac for ibe spcc:al circtmssnccs of SIDS.

Thgre are a smril number of projeca designcd spectfically as ICZM projru ia a few SIDS.

These rsnd ro be one of two ry?€s - eit-her a cornprcbcnsivs i51nnd-wide projea, or a pilot

proJ*r focussing on a panicuiar ol rcprcssutive atea. For exasPle, Barbrdos is rariug
icmpieioa of tbe develc6menr of a feasibilry snrdy for tbc P!:?ancico of an IC64 plan for

the whole isi&d. Exaryics cf ilre piiot proj*,1 agproacb are bcginning in Wesrcrn Sanoa

undcr rb.c South Pactfic Regioaal Environmsot Progrrmmc (SPREP) and New ZAluId
bilar:ral assisrs1ce. R}1le ir is roo carly ro pdge rhe success of thcsc projeu, nonc$eless

tbe1, are Enclnprs to mrke ICZM relevanr to tbc particular ciiannsls.Dc€s of SIDS. AIl are

characrerised by 'oeing dcsignad to eopc witb the full raogc of cossul issues, aad not driven by

a palricular E€1or ot-roout"" problem. Tbq- are aIrc cbaractcitsed by paniculer cmpbrrir on

instrturional arrangeme$s a.o4 '.he proc€ss of dcveloomeil and rapleoeuarion. and especis[y

the role of local communiries and lcvels of decision mlking and rnanegemeat. fu lcast somc

of them r1.e atrelgpring 19 idenrify nrstsinshlc coastel raiviries ard tbsb appropriate intcosities

of usc.

in rhe Pscific. Westem S€,Eoa hnn devcloPed an rpprorcb O villages tbrt sckr to fulfil tbe

spccial requircmcsrs oi this pamicular SIDS i! ro approprilc $ry. Thir rcknowledges thrt:

. the indiYidurl villrge is tbc primsry authority- for corstal Fsource E}8sagcrnent:

r govrfirmenr authc'rir1' tbr rhc ovcrall approacb is an esscnicl first clcmcnt:

, rhe p?occss of bcginning discussion n'itb thc vil[ges rrd inrraduciug information ar r
basis for discussrr.rn aimal at rcsehing sn sgrecmcnt to *ork togctbcr towrrds colnmou

objectivcs is criticrl snC the kcy fwus of projcct dcvcloprnent;

rhe susninabilitl. of rbc projecr. snd indced loqg-term corsnl m.rnagelncnt. &grnds upon

erplorrtion rrLl rssisrln''e in thc dcvclopmcnt of susnirublo lcvels of aprpropriato

developmcnt; a'nd

rhe develepmen( rrf I mutually rcccptahlc rnd culruralll rppropriarc mc'cbanlsm for thc

lntplamcntaf ion ..t'co-r.lrdinltcd marulgctrtcnt both in rnd hcrwcc-n vllhgcr.
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Onc furrhcr mech.aosrn for thc d:vclopmeor of appropttate, ICZM ir also cunendy beiry
expcrienccd in sevcrrl of rhe ocearuc regioan cf rhc worid. Tbese are inrcgratcd naoagemem

suairgies. In tfre Pecit'ic islandc retron thry are calted NationeJ Environment Menrgemcd
Suaegies (NEMS), and are an example of a refonal approrch, with the idtirtive coming

from SPREP. These rrarcgies scck to coruider all envirormeil and dcveloPtncnt istucs aoC,

following an inagrativc analysis of rhe national siutation. prdpose lntegrrtd, sustthabh
dcvclopnrant suategies. Clcarly for Prcific islaDd SIDS such a srakSy incorporatcr ICZ,M,
but ukcs it furtbcr in t5c scruc rhat ir also iocludcs rnacro-€coDom'-, aoalysir ald ottrcr sucb

over-archia3 developrmr issucs. Each NEMS does, however, cons:der corrtal isrues, aod

mo* spccify ICL\{ nedt lttd Progtammes.

1.2 Corsrainls and Opponunities

A relarively compraherrsive iisriag of SIDS spccial coastraims sn ssSteinellc devclopoeol bes

becn proposcd by Grir.t$e ard .{sbe (1993). Table 2 is adapcd ftom this lisn.g, with soc€
qpecial cbarsccrisdcs r:iatiag to *re in.stinrrional capaciqv for ICZJnl iDcludcd.

TABLE 2: Llaad Charccaristfu aui tfuir Consauhs oa Ststsbsble Dcttbpnnt (dapad tton CFiffdtt
atd Ashc, 1993:279)

E c o lo g i c aI i r ni r o un eN ai awr ad c r: i. 6
r rmal! rizc
r r!:Tor1' ranSc of tieo;d lesoLt:ct!

' limird ad ta5ile ;!sour!c 5$a $u rllorvs lcrr rwn for cn"sr h its siilisadca rod nro4crornr
r nucs;dbllli.v 19 nsl:d caviro:rnrcntrl evenu (eart! quafe{. nricelss. cyclou, lyPhaot. ctc)
o iiile aarunl orgrnic Sioiogicrl 4irtnity
r dilur: Irc@ ccnli:Ea rld, exgrtul compcririco fate:: spc:er cnd.nrrm
r ;cncnlly li;le overr]l elimile r:rirbiliry, but porcilid for clinae upcr

teDd:as)'tosrrds eriogicrl ixteSliry wtrcn isotrtion ir brcrclcd
. abun&rcc of :nrncc bicdirsrsiry ad tio[uiy bigh rarrr rnd tt'stl=' of s.*c:es duc to crnironmcgd

c8rlte

& o g r ap ht c ai angrearrifi ct

' ielrirr irolerisn
r r con?letety circunrircnrid rcr fronrier sDd ESZ, giriry s li5l rado of occre sprsc o trnd
. cxtlcrivc had-rcr iuorfecc wNs,ir i.ccrcascs r5e fregiliry of csotd cco{ystcEt rld th. &Erd for colral

roD(l ml|SoElcllt
, no tsFrlot $rucrhl,l or cs.:rsl rerrrrtrial coie ucr r!-rt ir crscorirlly drrtar:r ngm the rcr rtrcb tlrt corrtrl

re$curce ptr:rginl rnd managcmart Ere ersca:irtly t)-noryurour wit5 ns:oru.l rrsutgc plrnrtry rod

milrloElrlt
t. dor.nrncc oi rhc *-r ond ils usc for dipping mrlcr the-rc cor,rntri:c pur'-.rlerly wlncnble o hrs.rdt

Sttocr{cd *irh rngoariorul r}upprr.g ttd wlrtc dttpord
r snrl hnd nurr lo o!'can rprcc nrkcr irlrndr crpocrelly tulnarrble ro glo\r.l cnvtrocglcntrl pbeaoouor

rucl 6 scl lcvcl ns

So.'ro-cconornrc c'/umcicn-tlrett
. ortr:mo op€ru€$ sf 6eir cc{lnrmrcr (crtcrnrl rrlrtionr of rldc. r}d tschnol"&v flowr rnd lnvorgucut)
. morc dcpcndont on brelgn:rrdc rlrrn lrrgcr colnrrrcr rod beviag lcg inllucrr-c on tho rrml to wbich that

trr& u cerriod on
. ortrEmo &5'ordcr*r en rbc c-\tcrrul *ctor (or}or rtrur, r.od Ucncics rd lugc tnotnllooal corf\ttetlort)

' lor. ocoooflc rsrrlsocc is recovorlnt from rho;Ir
. iltimrrc ars(rsrillon rcltrion trcrn'cco oconomrc jsvdo|ment rnd onvtnrruueoul urtr
. I ntcow rrnjc of r\rllr rnl sfrocifls dilYlorlr;' rn rnrrhing ltcd rki,llr wltb jt'ts
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trtstituttonoJ caryary lor ICZ)I
. llbfy to hlk techDlca[ erpcrthe lo-courrry
o iikcly to bave poolty dc'etopcd iarlitutionrl tyBtctnr to nr're3c ICZM

. mly brve dir.;nrr:tion bcl,ccn nalttrntj arts' tocal decirroeo:I:r'3

. rnrl tue yirxrtly clzveiaVA plarrS3 cuuc

. nnrl luve go,"ir.aect dfaitjor.'mrling;cn"ct'ng rurlror:rz'rieo aad bicrer3bjt:l cultu-rl tyrltl'l| (;c t'gt

panrcipuory) , --. L- ^t1.tt tru .manrocrcrllv br.sad nniu of local
rrrarj.loYgrrlllagoltnciv:curlitlznltmrlbeqi&ctbyngn+ologcruybuodu

rc.rotntnrrticn, Lnc m|Ilrgemgd 6f whicb crn bc riShly Ftolhjrl
o csF nr behroa ICZM Dai be quire rtitn Brd qI rcror| crtrblithed/tr'dinotlrl p.cdco

It is uot a suffrcient stratcgy, however, ro srmply look at co[strain$ w]cn consi&riag fu
adspradoD of developed, cooltintnral natione lcz}r'- cotlc€?6 D Ue SIDS coDtsxl' W[ile it is

importarn to recognise sgp562inrs to tbis process ald plan to ovetlornc or avojd them' ir is

equally, if nor morc irnpoflant to reco;tris€ tbose um+e fe'1''es of SIDS which offer

particular ogporunities foi rbe devclopmint of aPProPria* models for iCZhd' i! SIDS' The

following lisr isciu; those Frarures of Pa.cifii tt""d SIDS consl&red to be parriolarly

sisnificant in rhrs conterr. otbcr regioDs a.DdJor SIDS may find that for thcsr e slightly

aifferena Lsting bcacr fiu tbeir panicular cir:umsurcas'

Oppontnincs

. siDs will gef'eraLt)' ex-hibit a b,iB lcvel of cctnmunily i;volvers'$ .i:r resoutce

rnsDagemeru across 
-the 

coasal zc.ll. This is panjy bccaurc cf fte ressictcd si23 of

i-.lald coasral zcD'J. but aiso because of $e i:ivolverrcnt of peccl: in organised famites

ao'1 *'ider c,cmmunititrs in tbe 6nge cf reso.d.rcc :lsltsgcmcnr sclivities ficm occan ro

tr'aFr carhnreut. 51p$ e'ith a higb level of subsisrencs €onomic activiry and espcciE[y

tSosc wtth strong sustomar) land and EgriDg tcEuIE s)'stglns will bc paninrlarly involved

ig latvt ar:d rcSOtUce marJaS3mg1t'

. SIDS wirh srong Migernus culnres alsO have aa.dirioual' ald'Jcrcfoe wi&ly rccePEd

and appropriatel Oecisioo rnakiag aoC managvrnear rnccbanisms for rururai rasource

mrnlgcsrcul. \thile some of fhe conepts ot'integrsreO coastel na$agclDlnl msy be new

rc sucb au6orities, ,oany will nave michanis6s th'al truy rrol havc bcen uscd for some

timc lbrt can Japr !o Dsw cirgumstances- This is a distigcr advanrage orc! Wesreru

culnu.es n'bcre lmal resour., ..*g*.nr is vcsted in orgrnisarions 8'od istitutions with

rlessinilrn.atecoluDgtionwithtbcrrimrnediateenvirottmcot.

. N{osr sIDS dcrnonstrule u high dcgrcc of subsisrerce use of coestsl reeourcas' This

depcndence on local rcsourccs shoui,l be sble ,u bc tra'slttcd i'oto a vital intercst in' ard

commitrnenr ro. their snruiioubt. devcloprncnt lnd col|servldotr manssclncnt'

. \[rny island cultures lnd communities ale morc closely amrncd to thc cooccps of frmily

and cOmmunity. r.r'hich $'ill gcncrrll)' 3ssist gn g&'sier undeNtmding of r}c imgortloce Of

allowing for thc nccds of furure gcnerrtions'

. Su-<rinrble dcsclopmcor l.t a goal u'hich rcquires rcdve ccwrnuniq prrticipation aod

csrflirairn:iol. lvlost SIDS uc wcll placcd N mrurgc community debatc and dccision

making. bcing Scnernlll'rnorc structured rnd ru-tive in thir regarrl comprrcd to tha

mqjoriry t't largc dcvcl''rpcrl ccruntries'
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Thc arear of conccntrated human impact on co$tal rclourcct in rnost SfDS ar: ralatively
small. ln addirioa, thc rangc of hur:ran rctivrties i.r likely !0 be somswbat i:ss thrn tn
more pop,ulou developcd coururies.

5. Iucgtztcd Coastzl Tanc Managcment and SmaU Dcvelopkg Islands

5.1 The. necd fetr integrated plaruing and managemeil

Tbc rcc.d for a-c inrcgrated approach to coasrel and mar:ne mallaSersrjt h.rs becn investigetcd
end documeoted for a rnrmbcr of areas, but rareiy i.o SIDS. Kcrchingtoo anri Crawford
(L993:ll2-115) nou a rnrmber of snrdics a:rd rrpons fqr tbe US, Ausrnlia, Indooesta. Eulopc
arnrl the Mediterrancan, which idantify the issuee and problerne ocCtssiUting inre.grarcd

planning end maragenrent. They corrcludc that tbe problcrn is that setor-based, shot-t-telrt,
small arca Eranagerncot Eystems do not addreae tbe broader issues of *ological susuinabiliry
and long-erm community inrcresr. A uecd tbr cootdiaation or inagrarion of dccision iluking
at thc storal and local level was recogoised Keachiagron & Crawford' i993). it is that
nccroral agryrcxch, which unril rclarively reccnrjy, hrd beea tbc crodcl ishcrircd &'om aud/or
ioposcd by tbc dcveiopcd, conrisual couatrics, and ptoven to be ineffective in tle long-rcrm,
especialiy in SIDS. In many SIDS ic is obvious that t.he s.occial iszues facing sEsI dcveloping
islands (outliud above in secdoa 3) have nor becri adcquaely addresrcd by past e-od most

curreru ;aru gernc.'tt scratcgix.

Thcre has recinrty been a general increa.s in jr:reraa:isnql gsr'u'ssss of the netC for ICZ]4
sincc tbc IPCC proccse suneC arld UNCED ws,s bcld. This is exempllixl by he prcliferanon
of ICZ\I literanrrc. espccially guiciclines by inernariccal agemies (sg World Bank, 19931

OECD, 1993; Chua & Scuia. 1993, Cluk. 199:). Thc state:rpnt emrnaung from tlrc World
Coast Confercncc on Coasal Zone Manegerosat r*agniscd tbc urgency aD.1 '...need for
coastal siecs to srengtlten $e!r caprbiliries for iercgnrcd coasral zo!. rtratuSetne!!, worring

-rowards ilrc dcvelcpmeil of approptnte sEstcglcs end programnrcs b1't,le ycsr 1003.' Cw*orld
Cocst, i993:a).

Tbe grcrrcst nccd for ICZI{ progruillcs appcErs to bc in tbc d,cvdopiog narions, ald
espccialiy iD SIDS. Sorcnsen (1993) has identified five argurncrrts for ICL\4 i.u devcloping
nations which rrc cqually compclling for SIDS. Tbcy rrc: tbc rnatotcotncc of ccgstal rDDs

depcnde* tishcries productivit-v; coestal squlculure developmern; irrreasiqg coasirl tourism
revenues: sustrining msngrcve forestry: and evoiding costs associrtcd wirb nanrral hatad
dcvastation. He funhcr suggesrs rix rcu;ons wby cousul couosies src not consideing ICZ..V:
"..,rhc rss'.let art not of signit-ruant mrgnir.rde o furce :oasul slessgcflEnt on:o the nrrional or
stac rgends; opinion lcadcn trc no( B\vsrc of rlr ICZIT conccpt aDd its pornttrl bcrrfits;
insufficicnt political subilirl of the nstiorul admin:stratioru; insutlicicru econoroic r;sourccs to
initiutc ncw prosr.rms; rvailabili* of rlrcrnacive nationrl progrrms to achieve ICZI{
obJcctires: '.'d tic hct of suPPort by inrcrnanonal assunncc ilstitirrions.' (p55).

The ugcncy for somc modcl sJ fLrrrn of succcssful corstel Eurrugernelt hrs cscalsted in most
SIDS as population urd d*'elopment relrted environmcctrl prcsnres hrvc elso incrcsscd. Tbc
cconomrc. euvironmcnul rrxl sc'cirl costs of not adoptiq3 rn integrrrcd s.gproech to
mrnagsncnt rnd phnnirg trr outwcigh tlc cosu of dcvoloping such I proccst. Hl'rwsver. thc
problcm trclq8 SIDS is ttr rJenriD' upprFprirtc rpprNchcs and/or nrcrlodologics tor ICZNI
tlut are rpplicablc to thcir cinsumstanccs urd parspcctives.
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5.2 lQ.l'4 dcvelopmcnt m the small developing islatd; contat

As norcd above, jr ir ae irpgrrant for SIDS tlar ICzu r:f):cts tbc parricular island

circumsrarres and rJre aijrics and diro*rions of develo7freil initianves in dcvclooing countrier,

as it is to scck to rcflect drrclopcd countrics' modctg ol ICA4' TLat is' SIDS probierns

reouire SIDS soluions. Tbe challenge for susuiaable SIDS ICZry'I uDdc: such cirsrn"sunces'

tbcrcforc, is to bi-^ng to3cthcr :hc cseantial conccprs af ICZM in ways phicb roccr communiry

and cuiurral needs and aspiradons. This will dictac a largely pncess<ritnud aF{ltoach. but

rhc botpm lirr js rhat unlees this is achievcd rlrere wiit be only a limitcd poseibiliry of

inreresting, iovolv.,ng, a:'rd cdnmirting the very coruEruitier wbosc acuons are rt the cenrre of

thc coasral managemeDl iquaucn and rvho dictatc the day to day resou?ce lD8tagsmclu ovcf,

rheir pan of rh. coasr. Nonctheless, r.b.a challe''''gc for traditioneJly'orielEd SIDS is
coa;icjerable: to put ia plae appropriae ard aecptable ncw stnJ.nrrcs to assist local

aurhoriies ro appreciae, Etam,gs. and co-opcrate/co-ordinare with each otbcr !o meet rhc nerp

rhrears. The posirive side of '6is is that maay sucb SIDS arc living cxam-oles of tradiriooal

cuh"rrcs succcssfully ald con'inlally adapting ro modera circqnstances.

The lcvel ar q.hi:.:: ICZ\{ in SIDS should be CevelopcC ncedu rc bc i&rrificd. Fully r.adonal

prograsgr.-s may 5e tbs mon appropriatc for some countries, bu for ctbsts, espicially rhosc

wirh suong atflomary- rctlur? syster116, may find it roore cftiive to bcgin at tbc sub-

rntionaliconroqr{ry levei -- rher is, at tltl lcve! of cuhrel apFroPi.arencss. Tbc scale at which

suc:3ss is nosr !t:ly should be rhe entry level for es-:ablishing \CZM:: SIDS. llowever. ao

mapr whar r.bc e:ry !:vel is dse:mincd to be, it wili be exrencl,v bexhcial to have official

sancuoD from the higbxt possibie political lcvel.

For SiDS wirb Coninalt rgcirional gldturss, such as in cbe Paciirc isle-'iCs llFon, a differenr

coracprual aEproach ro ICA{ developrneat should bc eruouraged. Th- r.utomaqv s}'steEN.

srruiturcs aod proces-r:s sbcuid tbrm thc basts of ICZM, ald ICZI'I r dcveloped aroutd

thosc s!'stcms. rrdter rlran nrcrly including custorTEiy proccsss into ICZM, as Ends to h
curnnrJy anc;rrpied. Such an approach would require Sc initial dcvelopment and

irnpiemenuriou of ICZ\{ to bc barcd on rhe scale of tbc mosr "eftctivc ulrnagtmcil sDjl", bc

ir rhc village. disrricr or wholc istrnrl lsys1. This tSpc of approach ma)' iD thc short-term h
slower and morc oifflcult ro develop, but it should in tbe looc-Grrn Provc to bc far morc

effectrve, espccially wlrs sc.rioJ uP to cocomPass larger areas.

Alrhough ir is exrremely cleu tnt thcre is so "onc solurion' l0 'Jevetoping ICZM in SIDS.

there are, bowe\ir, ccnain pnnciples which should be adhercd to. Thc followirrS priNiples
we6 smong rhe recommenchtir'ns contrined in UNCED's Agenda 2l rctios progrrmmc' tnd

highlighed in the Noc''rdwij\ Guidclines (World Ban\,. 1993), the.'- are:

. Theprecautionarl'principle

. The pollurcr pa1's'principlc
, Usc r.'f proper rcs\1utce accounting
. The principle of crrru-boundrry rcsponsibility
. The princrplc of :,.crcrgcnentional equitl'.

In devcloplqg rn ICZ\( projcr-t for rhc Pacitlc isls,nls rcgion, SPREP lelt it \rlr! imponrnt that

rhe lnJ.agcs bcrrrccrr rhc rcgr..utly idenrilie<J principles for susts-tnahlc dcvelopoxnt cr\i those

for r:rtegrared crrtstrl :one llllJrsscmL'nt he mrde. ltr principls5 gdlrplgd n'ore:
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. 'fttc n:eds of present geoeratioru rnust bc rrEt in a gustainable matlncr withcut
sompromiging $e abiliry of funrrc Scmrauont to ntcct lhcir crvn rccds,

. Equiry ic pariciparion must be promoted rn surutnablc Cwelopmcra.

' Adversc cnviroruDmal impacts of ecoaomic de.reloptoent ffiusl be mtnimised.
. Tbc pracautionary prirciplc must bc ukga i!!o eccount.

' Policicl rcladng ro rerource usc and dev:lopmcrn planning mutt vr'ggrata
:ovltonmcntd, cconomic ald social c<lruideradons'

. Pacific islald goverrmeils need to uphold tbir intc:ledond responsibilides, as

should ths icrrnational somrnuniry towards tlrc Pecitic islze,Cr rcgioa.
. Th- sulnrre and radilionc of rhc rcgion rDust be rakcn into cocsidcradon.

The cutreru developmeat of SIDS lc7.J'.l l approacbcs tus cccurrcd ovet limc aod with eacb

bciag abte to dlau' ca inforrnarion of relevant pa.at cxpetieDtes. One of tbc most neoent

dcvelopmcnrs hsr been the preps,retion of regional lCZ\4 projccts. SPREP is curreml,r,

sccking ro irrylenenr iu regional ICZM project, tI€ Caribbcan Environmad Programnc is

believcd ro be alsc prcparing such a regicrul project. Othcn such as the Mediterantan
"Guidclincs for Inagrar*i Managcment of Coesal and Mar:* A-Eas" are abo u.dsr LcnoD.

It is appu;at tharJrcre arc a nu:nbcr of criticd rc3iorul eds which combioc to give rise rc
rhe nccd icr sucb a regional ar,rnoacb. At both a rcgional and sutsrcgiooal lcvel thrlg 6.1s'

. subsanrid co:iaoruliuss in tsrms of islanC soclo-cuiar.nl, economic ard ecologieal
chractcrisd;s:

simrlar iru=srr.tc$ral a-ld hunan resourc. rccds ior tbc devercpment of apprc/Frnale

coun!-rl ICZM: and

sirailgr ini'oriorios n*ds *'ith ingon-a.nt certfrrs to be gatrcd from sbarcC basic
rc.sourccs. capabilitl-' ro delivcr r:ansleEC and urgereC ieformation, nerworkiag
ben*'ecn -eiDS i.o t!.c =gion rnd s'ith developcC csunsl- erperiancc nnr{ pracice.
delivery ot appropriae rrsining and human itsouti! dcvclopmenr ProgrEmrncs.

ln additioa regicnal organisations have Ore appropriate sirnrs with ncmber goverruDcllls lo
bring the basic concrys of ICZM bcfbrc scnior polltbiaar in ways that narionai public
scrvans are perhaps "neblc rc nccess. This is a mo6t signiflcent conponcot of tbc SIDS
ctl'ort. bccsusc *r'hile ir ir vire.l that locsi communitics urd decisjon makilS be ccntrally
iEvolved in r.be proecss. it is tbc govcrnmcnt poliricians who am thc ultirnaa decision rnal:cn
in te:-ns cf projcct rcteprancs and compliarrc for thc largc nrdorul development projccts.
The.r' are rlso rhc rcspetcd eld:r stgtcsmes of thsir culure enri wicld coruiderable inJluence
wNch ms)' not be arne-rable to edvicc from wirhin trc public sen'ice.

Of virnl importance tir establistring intcgrsted plannrng rrd marugeoent in SIDS rre the
'rriggers" in+ountr.r' that srsrt rhc proccss. Iileattr, (he croccss should originate from wtthin
rathcr rhrn tronr uutsi.Jc. The Norrrdwilk Guidelincs (World Bu*. 1993:ll-l:) touch on this:

"Anv oru ot !. rumbcr or problems csn triyger thc rual for .r more cffccrive. bencr
inregruod apprr..ach n rhe tnsnngerEnt of a given corsrrl ercr. (hrt is. for IC21\!.
T.vpiceUy. sorne:najor crisir or everu prcci5,rtltcs ldtlon b1'ou'a\cnin5 thc stakcholdcrs

. rs rc the urgen.')' of a problenr r.rr curodition. ColerDnrent^s then bccnme involvcd lnd
rer\ u'a\'f, to remed)' the problcm Unforrunarell.. given humrn ostute, :r dq:islog to
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cmbark upon a rnajor manaSem3at rtrcngtbcning er|d imprcvcmeaX cffort euch as thc

ICLU procaet, is seldom urderukrn ln advancc of ttc aparcrr; of major probicms

andior conflicrs in spirc of ti:c fact that the problcml are likely to be mole tracuble and

soturjons l::s corrly ar an errljer $ag". Many coaJtal problcms ue wr cala:r.ides but

crer.cing dirasurs such as pollurioa, erosion ard disappearaDce of biodiverairy.'

In the SIDS sitr:aiion. *re 'crseping' disa.cten rsould tcnl to madfest thrrn:clves fastcr *na in
rbc conri.n:nral riruation, 

"a4 
tb. renrlunt "dilastcr' proportionally grcavr in effst, duc to tbc

sm4ll islaid sizc (ic proponion of toui habiter and population affe*cd). M:rrry of thc 'ffecPi.og

disasrcrs" Iisted rn seaion 3 are already ar a criticrl level wiriin oaay SIDS. Howwer, any

solurion will also tend ro be similarly affeced by ttrc lmrll sizc - it sbouid bc posaible to Dotice

the effe;s of iucglated pla::nin8 and ma-oagem.eil Eore rapidly than woultl be expeceC in the

&veloped, coari.rcnral sirr.uuon. Thc size and naa:re of maay SIDS makes the ccocepr of
intcgratcd runag.f,ncnt a fcasible onc.

Over the ;-ears thcre b^nve baa a vasr rn:.mba. ot coasral managenEil plans, i:rcluding scrrre of
an integrarcd Danrre, prcpared for (rarel,v by) SIDS. Tbc grerr majorit-v of tbcrc plaar have

languished on sbelvcs gatbering dusr or grori,ing mould tbtough eitbcr tbc lacl of aa

appropriaa Frocsss or si.rnply 'occause iley werc inappropriae. Thc dcvclocnsnt of
agpropriaa ICZV piaas (as proposed L'r this paper) will also sffer tbe same fate unless the

ncx! srsp - iolle$estauon - is akeo.

5,3 iryiemer;:ion rlceCs

The rwo keys ro Erry coas'.al ilEnagernenr a-od planning proccst. incluciirg iCZ\i. arc (i)
implemen:arion, and (ii) moniroring ard evaluatios. fiere srs vsl'ftv exampies of effegjve
implemeanrion of ccasal fitarutemeflt pLa.os. tet aionc ICZV, in $DS. Srccctsful
implemenution of ICZM in SIDS wiU require, at least: education r.od aw.reDcss progrr,Eunes:

capaciry building (insriruticnsl eld bunran); long term stabiliry (funding and insdnnioos); a:rd

approprlEi! mahod olo gies.

Educarion and lwarcness is an cssenrial couponggt for dcvelopng aDd impl*ncntirg ICZ\{
lrograrrLTter an;-where. The inidal urgas sbould preferably bc tbo dccisisn rD8kEr6 Et til
Icvels. i: is rhis group thsr rFeds ro fully undersand thc coescgucncss of lick acrions and
policy de;isions on rhe cousral mnc. tn mrt. Pacific SIDS ttp tradidotul dccision makers
tend ro be ve4' conservar.ive ard reluctant to adopt new or ditlr:rcut ideiu, cspecislly at tbe
locul cunun'nin'levcl. F.rblrc a$'arcnass campaigls in formru appropriacc to tltc couutry
concernod \r'ill dso bc esscr::.isl. Ir is wirh Lhcse crrnpai5ns thst innovrcive approsclres should
bc cncouraged.

Onc of the rnain tencrs ot'this pnper is rhrr "apprupriato' mcthodologics rod epproacbes must

O. s6grptal and useti for effecrive ICZ\! ro occur io SIDS. Wlrt rs doemcd apprr.rpriate wiU
vnry considerably benvoen SIDS. .\s for rhe development of ICZI\'I in SIDS, it rrill bc thc
proccss of implemenrarion thar is c;iticsl. For erample. in the Pncit'ic islsrds rcgion tlu
rleri"io" -^kits, Frr;r;r*sel invglyr * etrnnrdcrable nnabcr ef meetinEt botl € r mcanl to
providc rnforrnrtron.. rr u'ell rs rhe primc mciros ro rrrivc i( ! conscnsus dccisios. This is

rcflccted in tlre considcrgtlc cmphrsir on mcedngs ond u'orkshops in the reglonal ICZM
projcct develof'crl ty SPREP. Thil is rhc -Pacilic Wry".and nrry hc rnappropliute for othsr
rcgions or SIDS. but rn rn1' carc it rvill bc flcxibilrry. not rigiditl', in implcmenrirU ICZM tn
SIDS tlr-rt ir requircd.
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Thcre lul bcen much discursion of "top-down vcr:rus "b;tnm-uP" aPProaches ro

inrplcmentlng lqZ,M. This apperenr dichotomy of *raagies is rathcr rnislcadtng dJfr

unproducj're. The "bonom-up" approach thar SPREP us.i ln rhc Pacihc istards region alro

rnvolve: rop lcvel sancuontog. SPRLP has fornd that it is esscotial o raceive allproval to

procccd from rhc highc:r political lwcl. particularly wbcn oPcrating at tbc 'grass rooE" lcvel'

Tbe mpleracnuricn approach adorpted will obviousiy vatT from SIDS to SIDS. For cxamplc,

iu Singipor ir bas beeD found thar the "top{own' approacb is t}r roosl effective (Scure. et aJ,

L9v7).

It has been well rc=ogaised &a[ capaciry building cf botb instin:donc ss! hrrmrn iesources io

esscnrial for effeuve irnplemcntation of ICZv{ in SIDS. Al tlc naciotul lcvel thi.g c/ouid

irrclude ulrc esablishncat or streagrhening of Lnsrinrtioaal, adrnini.Etrative and legislativa

arrd,ngemmrs for ICZM. Capaciry buildrng for :hc planning ard tmplencntation of ICZJ{
may also includc the nrcngrhcntng of rcgicnal and lnrgrosrional networks. in Particular,
berweeu siDS; idenrifliag *.ays of invoivinS NGOs elC other t'.ujor grsuPf in t.b: lcZ}l
process; aed adcquate resourc€s for educariou and awarensss a5 well as for tbc dcvelopment of
appropriure netbociologies end ools ret-encd rc ab'ovc.

As noed earlier ia the papcr, rhe majoricy of coassal EuflagesEll and phnning rctivi'.iee tc
darc bave b€sn fuded by sourc:s exernal to tirc SIDS. This funding has mc'tt oftcn :hrn not

beee for a sct pc1od. usully of onc to tbrec years' durgdon. Extcnrai souries of fundiog will
bc css!"d.l for d:velopr.og ald especially irnplerncnting ICn\4, in most SIDS. Herai-o iies oe
of r.he ke1, probiccrs wirh IC7-M implemcuadoo b SIDS. As most exrcrnal fuldiDg is for a

froie pcriod wir,fr no guarantee of rcrcwal. ooce tbat tUding srops Oen thc courrl' rccdr to
bc capable borh rinarrcially and irsrirucianaily' to'carry on witb the implernenAtion and tbc

evaluarion and modiflcsrion process. Esscorid to tbc &velopment or ICZlvt programmcs in

SIDS is r\c recog:ririon of rhe need for long-icrm srabilii)' in tbc progamurc' ICZ\II is not a
oneotf picjecr. ir ncgls to be ','iewed as an integral pan of loug-rrm gov€TIIEcII! Proccdures.
It will obviousl; be iruporranr to look at Elcar.s to gcDerare iruornc tbr lcf,g'tcra ICZ\{,
includilg sucb cooccpts rs pollutrriuser pays.

Il rhis papcr we havc providcd an ovcn'iew of .some of the isnrcs that Pd to bc ukcn inro

accotun shen Ccveloping ICZ}{ iD SIDS. It is by no il}eEns comprebesive. rnd tbe irsues

will vary in im5onancc from srre to sute. Tbc concept of ICZt{ thouJd be riewed as

prc'mori-ng the susrainsblc rJcvclopmen! of coasul rssources. Irt thc context of smsll islard
devcloping slrres, intecrarcd coasrd zocs rosnagement is essaari.rlly [.1'r]ooys,Duc with
inrcgratxi islanC manegcrn€nl. 'ftre following scs'.ion scts out rtcommendationr which wc focl

are imporrant for prorurrdrg aud esubli.shing istegrated cossul zone IneraScxnenr in small
island Ccvetopiqg sutcs.
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6, Rccownenfutions for Future Action

6.1 Role ol rhe Earbados Conference '

The Barbados Coderencc shorld:

r profilorc the dcveloFrmeflr. of ICZM apprcpriatc for SIDS as s Dallsr of urgcocy;

. . suppo:r tlr dcreloprrnt of regional aad sub-regionel projects to rssi.st SIDS to

carry out this task.

6.2 Nariornt and sub-r.ational level

In inidating Lotcgratcd Coastal Zow lvlanzgemsnt SIDS shotld:

r. bc carefuily and ciciiberatcly railrud to tbc particular ccological, social, €liEal
and eonorcic ciraractcrisdcr of soall isiaads;

r Sq strongl) orieaed owards the proccss of acirieuag plaas ald streegiec;

. isirialiy aim o develop and irnplemcel ICZI{ ar tbc lcvel of tbe most eficctive

menagernenr uni'.:

r scck to assis;t :ni complemenr ueCirioual or existing dccisioo mrking ald
rrurggemeD! bodics rathcr rlao ry from thc outsct to i.atroduce ocw ud aliea

smlctlires ot LT to ieplac€ existing ors;

. scck io defrr what hurnr-u rctivities aod ingrsitics of use are nutsiDrble in 6c
coa$al zone and prcvide sEe'tegies o achieve thcm;

r fs broadly panicipgor5' and alTord rppropriate autboriry to locsl coomniricr;

. talie inrc account a broed defrnidon of tbc colstEl zorr rnd irlu& rctiYitier inlrd
of tbe coasal srq$ by promcting less darnaging developmcot prrqiccs;

. delivcr appropriane isformatictu oaterid on climste churge ard other tlchttictl
topics to decision nrekcrs snd thc prblic;

ctr,ourage $c crrly ratificetion or sccession to thc Frarncwork Convenrioo on

Climate CMnge (TCCC) 1s6 dsvclop appropriatc protocols (cg carbon diori&
rcducdun ploroct,l inidewd b1' AOSIS) rrd lreome Particr to otbar lcad
envi ronrocnbl &grcsstcils :

. incrclse rutiorul scicnrific monirorins ud resorrcb cepabilirics of cllmate cbeqgc. incrclse rutiorul sciq
Policics rndimprcts, to support the adopcion of approprirtc adrptivc meusunes

rlcvelopmen, oi ,**ponso itratcgics to mirigrtc irnprss of climatc cblltSo rld
poasible rer lovcl risc:

. rclopt rhc precruti..nnr}l prtnciplc, cspccirlly in t}re context of climrtc chrngc rnd

ss1 lsvcl risc.
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6.2 Rcgiorwl le,el

Rcgional and subrcgronal organisarions should :

r cstablisb regional and sub-regronal ICZM prograrruDBs to Promote a.od astitt SIDS

. to prepare and'irnplerncar Eppropriare natiooal or subnationd ICZM prograiIflIacri

. develop echnical assistance prograanes to asart SIDS v -th IC&{:

. dcvclop public education aad awareneas inforoation to assist SIDS to rcacb botlr
decision mekerr arrl p.rblic i locsl comrsunidar with appropil.atc aad imovanve
cducarion and a'*arencss progralEDes ;

. dc;velqp nerworks ro link SIDS with eacb other and witb other sourc€€ of ielevaat
ioformatioa:

. develop and impl:msgr prcgiarnraes for informilg and persuaCing SIDS leadcrs o
adopt lCzu aoprorc.lrcs ap'propriate to tlcir ciranmstanccs tsd to erlsure

8ovcruDcil cornni:nel= to tlretn;

. Fundi-rg fot SIDS lcZy{ sbould be coordinep<i, whetl appropriae, via regionrl
and sub-regioral orogra.urnes to ensure &Et tb€ tuost agprogriate sggtorc.oes rrB
takcn ia lrdiriciuai SIDS, and con:pnbcuiveiy supportcd in tcn-t of tcchnical
advie. Lrformaion ald projecr fucding.

. colles and disscminap bformerion on ciimatc shnngc bcrween SIDS i! order tO

iuprovc underianding of prascru rad poenfiri impacu of cliqnetc gbrngesi

- r devclcp urd enhance programrrlcs and projecu to mcaitor ald improve the
urdcnt"ding of clirosc chsnge, variability r-od ses lcvel risc to assess tbc impacs
of climete change on coasral aress end activities;

r provjde echnical $ssisrance for nrificadon and develop approprire protocols in
the FCCC to rneer rbcir commiu:enrs.

6.3 Intcnptiorul levcl

. To conrirurc to advecate in internationai fora snd with the internaiional rid dglnr
communitv. the .spccisl needs of ICZM for SIDS s-od ths nccd for diftrent
approaches as proposed in this papcr;

. rccognlse rbst ICZ)i is a l.'\Dg-tcrm process which wilt roquire contirunl
monrtoring, cr'31p311"rs snd mcrJifica',ion, snd thcrclbrc ongot:l5 i.otcrutionrl
.supFlan:

. encoilrage irnding and orhcr rs,sistance thar enabtcs ICZI'I crprclg' SqlitdinS Ooth
inruutronal rul hunran rcsourL-cs) tc erururs thc long-tcrm subility of ICZltt
progrr.rnmes in SIDS:

.',t



. ruppo'ri regima] and rubrcgiorul orgrnlndont to agirt SIDS in dandovn3
rcZM arld to ap.etfcrr5vely ud creanvely widr clirnrE chrn3a isrucc;

r davelop rpproprisle prorocoll for FCCC and immediatcly implcrncat the

coavcotisl:

r prcvidc imprwcd rrrrtt o infornrrtion from thc rtivitioi cariGd out to reducc

uncirtrinttr of cLirnrtc chrnge rnd' a.rciu inar-irland exctrange of th"
infcnratim.
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